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AN ARGUMENT, «w. 



I AM very tenflible, what a weakneM ancl pre-l 
sumption it is, to reaioii agaicit the general hutnour. 
and dispo^kkin of the world. I remeiBber it wat*. 
with great justice) and a due regard to the tiuedom 
both of the publick and the okss, ibrbiddea, upoa 
several penalties, to write, of oiscourse, or lay wageit: 
against the unioo, even be&re it was con&tmed by. 
pariiainent ; because that was looked upon as a de- 
sign to oppose the current of the people, whicbi be-. 
side the tbUy of it, is a tnaoifcit tmach of the fiin- . 
daineaial law, that makes this majority of opinioa 
the voice of God. Jn like manner, and for the vtrf; 
same reasons, it may perhapi be neither safe nor, 
prudent, to at^Ue ageiudt the aboUibiog of Chris- 
tianity,^ a juncture, when all parties appear s4 
unatiifDously deteimiocd upon the poitU, as we caofr 
not but allow from their actious, their dlscounes ani^ 
thvii writings. However, I know not how, whe-'' 
tbcr froia the affectation of singularity, or ^e per* 
verseness of human natute, but eo it unhappily iallt 
out, that J cannot be entirely of this opinion. Nay, 
though i were sure an order were issued for my im- 
mediate prosecution by the altoruey-genenU. I 
should still confess, that in the preienc posture of 
OUT affain, at home or abroad, I do not yet see the 
absolute necessity of extirpating the Christian re- 
hgiop irom among us. 
Xhb perhaps may appear too grwU m paradox. 
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wen for our wise and paradosical age to endare [ 
therefore I shall handle it with all tenderness, and 
with t)ie utmost deterence to that great and pro- 
fouiul majoriqr, whkb is of another scfitiment. 
And yet tbfb cujifjtjs ipaypksse to observe, hdw 
, much the Kenius of a nation is liable to alter in half 
an age ; 1 have beard it affirmed for certain, by 
some yejy old peopl«, -AM the contrary opinioii 
was, even in their meinories, as much in vogue, as 
the other is now ; and that a project for the abolish- 
ing ot OinsManity. »oald Uien hxn Appeared a* 
<higul)U-, uti been theu^ » ibsmd, as it would 
bsi Mthls time, t* vrite or diseoun« ia its defence. 

Ihanfftn I ficdy own, that all appe^inces ars 
ag^nat loe. The ^st«ra of the Gospel, after tbe 
mte of vther aystUDi, ia geoefally Btitiquated and 
CKpkidcd) and the isost or body of the common 
p«6p(c, among V^om it aeema to have had its latest 
enek, am now ffawn las- much ashamed of it as 
tbnp bettns; apioloni, lifcp &shu>iu, always de- 
Mending from tijose of quality t& the middle sort, 
dod i^mpe to the volgar, where at length they axe 
Aapped and vai>isb. ' ■ ' - . - 

- But b«re I would not b«' paistaken, and .muif 
therefare'be so bold as -to terrow a di(tinctk>n iiom 

& writers on -tfae other side, whan they make ^^ 
reaeebetwean nnninal, and retl Trinicariana. 
1 hope no reader iraagines me so weA %0 stand up 
in the deftncc of lesl Christianity, tucfa as uced, ifa 
^mitiretim«C,^if we nuy b«!i«v« tke autfaers of 
tho9»ages) to havk an influeaeeupM mctl'a kalief 
ytd- actions : t» offer at the reaMrlng of that, would 
jndead be a wUd prcgect ; it veuM be to dig np 
fcundstkes : to destroy at en* blow all the wit, and 
half the learning of the fcitigdem : to break tbe en- 
tire frame and censtitutinn of things ; to ruin trade, - 
extinguish arts and sciences, with the pr^eMors or 
them} }a ihws t> tiifn <>"<^ cci'^tr^ e^jchanges^ anc{ . 
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ihops, into deserts ; and would be full as abaurd t> 
the proposal of Horace, inhere be advises the Ro- 
mans, all io a body, to leave their city, and seek a 
new seat in some remote part of the world, by wiy 
of cure for the corruption of riieir manners. 

Therefore I think this caution vai io ^itielf alto- 
gether unnecessary, (which I htre inserted only to- 
prevent all pMiibiJity of cavilling) tiatx every candid 
reader will easily understand my disconrse to be in- 
tended on\y in defence of nooiinal-Chrittiamty; the 
{Other, having been for some time wholly laid aside 
by general consent, as utterl}' inconatstoit with onr 
present schemes of wealth and power. 

But why we should tbeidbre cast i^ the name 
and title of Christians, although the' general opinion 
and resc^ution be so violent for it, I confess I cannot 
(with submission) ai^eh^id, nor is tbe coDteqnence 
neceasaiy. However, since the undertakers propose 
each wonderful advantages to the nation by thia 
project, and advance nuiny plandiUe objectiims 
against the system of ChrtstiiEiity, I gh^l bricdy 
icofuider 4e strenrth of both, feirly allow them 
their greatest welgot, and offer such answers as I 
think most reuonable. After which 1 will beg leave 



to show, what inamveniencies may possibly happen 
' " ■ oof our 



by such -as innovation, in the present posturo of our 
aSairs^ 

Rrst, one great advantage prt^nsed by the abo- 
KshiDg of Christiani^, is, tbM it would veiy much 
enlarge and establish liberty of c(»iscience, that great 
bulwark <3t our nation, dod of the Protestant ttM- 
gien] whitJt la- still too much limited by priestcrsft) 
BOtwithsttuidtBg all the gotd intestioni of the le- 
gislatom, H we have lately foond tfy a severe ia- 
,^, atuiee. For it it ceaHdentiy reported, that two 
'aye mtf gentietHMi of real hepea, bngtit'wit, and pro- 
foandjttdgiaeiit, who, upon a thwough etsan^natien 
«f onm aitd effeota, and by Iho omr fscee of mi- 
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tural abilities, widiout the >ast tincture of learning, 
ha\ iug made a discoveiy, that there was nu God, 
and genrrou sly ctHiuouDica ting their thoughts for the 
good of the publick, were Some time ago, by an un- 
paralleled severity, and upon I know not what ob- 
solete law, broke for blasphemy. And as it has 
been wisely crfoscrvcd, if perBCcntion oijce begins, no 
man alive knows how far it may reach, or where it 
will end. 

In answer to all which, with deference to wiser 
judgments, I think this rather shows the necessi^ 
of a Damioal reUgion among us. Great wits love to 
be free with the behest objects ; and if tbcy cannot 
be allowed a God , to revile or renonnce, they will 
Bpeak evil of dignities, abuse the government, and 
reflect upon the ministry; which I am sure few will 
deny to be of much more pernicious cctttseqtiencc, 
according to the saying of Tiberius, deorwm qffimsa 
diis euro:. As to the particular fact related, 1 think 
it is not fair to argue from one instance, perhaps 
another cannot Ik produced : yet (to the cwnfort of 
all tliose who may. be apprebmsive of persecution) 
blasphemj*, we know, is fjrecly spoken a million of 
times in cvejy- coffeehouse and tavern, or wherever 
else good company meet. It must be allowed' in- 
deed, that to break an English freebom officer ooly 
for blasphemy, was, to speak the gentlest o^ sacli an 
action, a very high strain of absolute power. Little 
can be said in excuse for the gcnei^l; perhaps he 
was afraid it might give otfence to the allies, among 
whom, for aught wc know, it may be the custom ^ 
the country to believe a God. fiut if he argued, as 
s(Hiie have done, upon a. mistaken principle, that an 
officer who is guil^ of speaking blaspbeiqy, may 
some tjme. or other proceea so far aa to raise ^ mu- 
tiny, the consequence b by no means to be admit- 
ted; fgr surely the commander of an English army {s 
likely to be bjit.ill obeyed, whose soldiers fear. and 
reverence him, as little a« (jjiey tlo a Dd^. , . 



ASOLISHINC CUKltTlAMIIT. (f 

' It is &rther objected against the Gospel fTStnii, ' 
that it obliges men to the. belief of things too 4iffi' 
calt for freethinkers, and sueh wfaa have shaken off 
the prejudices that usually cling to a confined edu* 
cation. To which I answer, that men should be 
cautious how the^ raise objections, which reflect 
upon the wisdom of the nation . Is not every body 
freely allowed to believe whatever he pleoso, and 
to publish his belief to the world whenever be ihinkc 
fitj especially if it serves to strengthen the party, 
which is in the right ? Would any indifferent fo- 
reigner, who should read the trumpery lately written 
by Asgyll*, Tindalf, Tolandt, Coward J, and for^ 
more, imagine the Gospel to be our rule of £utl^ 
and confirmed by parliaments ? Does any man either 
believe, or say he believes, or desire to have it 
thought that he says he believes, one syllable of the 
matter ? And is any man .worse received upon that 
score, or does he hnd his want of nominal faith r 
disadvantge to him, in the pursuit of any civil or 
miHtary^mployment } What if there be an old dor- 
mant statute or two against him, arc th^ not now 

* John AcgT"' m ingeniaai Writer and antncnt Uvrjer, died 
Nov. lo, i7]g, a;eil upward! dF fonriuira. In'lijSiha wroM 
3 Irmiii*, iniituUd, <* An AF{iiment, praviog Ihit ;iccoTdiBg Ii> 
ihe Ca*iBiS>t.pf EMrtial Life, revulsd io Ihe Scripmm, Mta 
miy be tranitiucd from bence into thfit Eternal Life, wiih- 
fuii [uuiDG throuih Dsaib, alihouib tli« Hudmb HMnre.Jof 
Cbriit cquld ant Ihut be intuluei] till be had paued throufh 
Seatlt." Tbi* publication nii the aUedjad cauie of hit beinE 
esptltail Ihe boute of cocnmnni in 17071 thooth it it more 
probable, that the decperace Hate ot hiiailairi was the real ino> 
live. Afnr bii expelaion, he became note enbofraned i« hdi 
circumiuuiM't mJ *P«( tbe UK thiitf yean of hit life in pri- 
son, Duting this lime, he publiihed a mnliitade cf inuU uaciti 
meat of which were wet) [«ceit(d. N. 

tTotand pnUiilwd sooie itoiMkal book*. H. 
. Tlodal's nrritiiv were Ma^iMiMMB and aib«btlcaL H. 
§ Caward anarted the wortalitf «[ ihc sou], and altered tbt 
Mat of il bi 1m IB Ibe bl(Ni4. H. 
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«liwlste to a degree, that fipsom and Dudley thcm-r 
^ves.if they -were now alive, would find it impoa- 
aible to put them in execotiou. 

It is nkewiic urged, that there are, hy computa-; 
iioq, in this kingdom qbove fen tbousatid parsons, . 
■■fliose revenues, aided to those of my lords the bi- 
fhrni, would suffice to maintain at least two hun- 
<lrca TDong gentlt^men of wit and pleasjire, and free^ 
thinking, cncipies to priestcraft, narrow principles, 
PCdwtry, and prejudices; who might be ap nrna-r 
meat to the court and town : aqd then again, so 
■great a Btupber of able [bodied] divines, >might be ft 
recruit to our fleet and armies. This indeed appears 
^bea consideration of some i*eight'; but then, oij 
theotber siie, several thingadcsenc to be considered 
lilcewtse; if flrst, whether it may not bethought 
BCCcssaVy, that in certain tracts of country, Kkc 
'•'hat wc call parishes, there shall be one man af 
1ea«t of abiUtiM (6 read and write. Then it Kem« 
t wrong coinput»tiwi, that the revenues of the 
church thrfiu^hout this island, would fee lai^e 
cntnigh tA maintain two hundred young gentlemen, 
,qr, even half llwt number, after; the, pres<;nt refibed 
way flf Uvipg t ^a' **» ^'^ "^'o^ each of them such a 
IMRt. as. IB tlif raodcm ffliiB of tpoech, would make 
•tMm nm. But itill there ia in tbi« project a greatoE 
Biischte/ behind: and we ought to beware of the 
wBrtianS fclly, wno Itillcd U'C hen, that cv«i^ morn- 
ing l5i<t her agiidan egg. For, pray .what wcAild bc- 
pMpe qf tlw rac« of faea in the acut age, if we ha4 
wuluitg t» trust te hcilde tin icfofukiua cwuuaip- 
ti\« productionf , ftirnished by our roe«i of wit and 
^ricaspre, when, having s^uamjered away iheir vi- 
' Sour, health, and estates, they .arc forced, by some 
Kisagreeable pivn^go, to pic<;c up U)«ic brokoa for- 
tunes, aiul cAtail rotinBaeu aad ifoUtaBcn QO their 
ywtcnty} N«w, hsfeare ten tfaotuandpeiwiBa re- 
duced, by the wise regidatimu <^ (lemrtheeigKth, 
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lo the DBcetBity of a low diet, and morferate exmnw, 
who ore the only great reatoren of our breed, with* 
out vhich the nation vould, in sn ^ge or two, ber 
come <^M gteat hoipiul. 

Aootber advaotage propatti bf the abdisUiig at 
Chnatisuutf, iii the clear gain of one day in seven, 
' which IB now entirely lost, and conieqneDtly tha 
kingdom one flcvmth le»i consideiaUe in trade, buii- 
ness, and pleasure; beside the losi to the publick of 
BO Busy stately •tnictbrcf, now in the hinds of th« 
clergy, which might be converted intopUy-houaes, 
marxct-Jiouses, exdiangeg, coixunoD d(waiit«rics, aiul 
other publick edi^ces. 

I bi^ I shall be foipven a hard word, if I call 
this a perfect eavU. I ftadily own there has been 
an dd custom, titne oat of mind, for people to as* 
Mmble in tbe (lurches every fianday, and that shops 
aOB Btiii iroqucnlly shut, in order, as it is conceivwi, 
to pi<caetrve tbe memory of that andcnt practice; 
but bow this can prove a biudrance'to 'business or 
Measure, is hard to imagine. What if ti)e meo of 
pleasure are forced, one day in tbe week, to game at 
home instead of the cfaocotate-bonses i are not the 
tavema and ccd^ec-bouses open } can there be s 
more oooTcnwut scsfon for taking a dose of pby- 
lick I ore fewer claps got upon Sundays, than other 
days ? is npt that the chief day for traders to suia 
up the iccQunta nf the woek, and foe lawyers to 
wepore their hrieA ? But 1 would Mn know, bov 
It can be pretcaded, that the churches are n)isap< 
plied i- where are mons appoiiitiaents and rend^ 
Tousea of gallantry ? where more care to appear in ' 
tbe fcreoiost. box, with gieatei advantage of dress ^ 
Vhere ttitve meednffs for biuiaeis? where more 
bsrgaina driven of all sorts ? and where so many 
(onvemeifeiei or iiidtements to sleep ? 
Th^e i* ORC S^vanttgc, grcatar than any of tfac 
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fbreginng, proposed by the aboUsbing of Cbristi-' 
»nity i that it will utterly extingmih partieb among' 
HI, by removliig those tactious distihcCionii of High 
and Low-Church, of Whig and Tory, Presbyterian 
and Church of England, which are now so many 
grievous clogs upon pubtick pitx-'eedings, and an; apt' 
to dispose men to prefer the gratifying of them- 
selves, or depressing of tlieir adversaries, before ,tfae 
most important intereiit of the state. 

I codA»s, if it were certain, that so great an ad-^ 
vantage would redound to the nation by this expe- 
dient, I woold tubmit, and be silent : but wilt Attj 
man say, that if the words whoring, drinking, cheat- 
ing, lying, stealing, were, by act of parliament, 
ejected out of the English tongue and dictionaries, 
we should all awake next morning cliaste and tem-t: 
peraCe, honest and just, and loven of truth? Is this 
a fair consequence ? or if Uie pbymcians would for- 
bid us to pronounce the word pox, gout, rketimiitirm, 
and stone, would that expedient serve, like so man]r 
talismans, to destroy the diseases themaelvet ? are 
party and faction rooted in men's hearts no deeper 
than phrasea boirowed from religicHi, or founded 
upon no firmer principles ) and is our language so 
poor, that we cannot find other terms to express 
them ? are envy, pride, avarice, and atniition sach- 
ill nomenclators, that they cannot tiirnish appellsv 
(ions for their owners } will not heydiies, and ma- 
malukes, mandariru, and palskaws, or any other 
words formed at pleasure, serve to distinguish those 
who are in the ministry, frmn others, who would be 
in il if they could ! What, for instance, is easier 
than to vary the form of speech, and instead of the 
word Church, make it a question in politicks, whe-' 
ther the Monument be in danger ? because religion 
was nearcjt at hand to furnish a few convenient 
phrases, is our invention so banen, we can 6ndao 
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oAtr i (uppiwc, for argument sake, that the Tone* 
-. favoured Margarita*, the Wiijgs Mrs. T(^i, and 
the Trimmers fa/eji(int; would not JtJargarilians, 
Titans, and f^aUatinians be verj tolerable marks 
of distinction ? the Praslni and Feniii, two most 
virulent factious in Italy, . b^au (if j remember 
ligbt) by a distinction of colours in ribands ; and 
we might contend with as good a grace about tfae 
dignity of the blue and tlie green, which would 
serve as properly to divide the court, the parliament, 
and tlie kingdom, between them a& any terms of 
. art whatsoever borroired from religion. And dlece- 
fore I Uiink tbere is little force in this objecUon 
against Christianity, or prospect of so great an ad- 
vantage, as is proposed in the abolishing of it. 

It is ^ain objected, as a very absurd ridiculous 
custoai, that a set of men should be sulfered, much 
less employed and hired, to bawl one day in seven 
against the lawfulness of those methods most in use, 
toward the pursuit of greatness, riches, and |)leasure, 
which are the constant practice of all men alive on 
the other six. But this objection is, t think, a little 
unworthy of so refined an age aS ours. Let us ai^c 
this matter calmly : I appeal to the breast of any 
pditc freethinker, whether, in the pursuit of grati- 
fying a predominant passion, he has not always felt 
a wonderful iocitement, by reflecting it was a thing 
forbidden : and therefore we see, in order to culti' 
Tate this taste, the wisdom of the natioB has taken 
Qiedal care, that the ladies should be furnished 
with prohibited silks, and the men, with prohibited 
wine. And indeed it wmc to be wished, that some 
other prohibitions were promoted, in order to im- 
prove £he pleasures of the town ; which, for want 
<^ such expedients, begin already, as I am (old> to 
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Aug and grow langutd,' giving wwf cW>y (o crBst ifts 
roads from the iple^. w^ 

It ig likewise pro{>o«cd ai a great adraatage toTKib 
pcblick, that if we once ditcard the lystem of the 
' Gospel, all . religioa will of Coutm be banishol for 
ever; aod coiuequeotly, along with it, thoM grievoad 
prejudices of educatioti, which, ott^cT the mmei of ' 
virlat, cantcience, honour, juslke, atid (he like, aitt 
lo apt to ilisturb the pence of haman laiods, and the 
notions whereof am ^ hard to be eradicated, bf 
light reiKon, or fieeChinkin^, sixaetimtt during thtf 
wfaol« course of ouf lives. •>• 

Here first I ob»erv«, how difEaik H ia to get rid 
of a phnae, which the wotlct is once grown fond of, 
though the occasion that flm produced H, bceatiwdy 
taken away. For severed ye^s paat, if a man fiad 
butan ill-fuvouied nose, the deep tiiinkers of- Che 
age would, some way or other, cwitrive to impute 
the cause to the prf^udiee of Ms education. From 
this founioin were said to be derived all our feoUsh 
notions of jofitice, pletjr, lore of our country; all oar 
o|nnians of God, or a future state. Heaven, HeJ], 
and the Itke : atid tbcFe might fonnerl; perhaps hare 
been wtne ^tettce for this cha^e. UM so eScc-' 
tual catc haa been since taken to remove those pre-i 
judicei, by an entife change in (he methods o£ edil^ 
cation, that (with hodonr 1 mention it to our poHte 
innovaUin) tbe yotsig gettStmen, who ar6 now oH 
ibe scene, wettt to hav« not the least tiactttfe of those 
lofutioui, or striag of thoM weeds ; and, by eonm^ 
Qdeiice, tbtt.KMoD fof aboSshhig ttomhnl Chrlt- 
twnky upon that pretest, is wholly ceased. 

F« (be rest, it nwy pertisps aiJmir a controvetty," 

•thMtaamt, would be co^rtnient for .the y(^#'. 
Not that I am in the least of opinitHi with thoK,, 
who MA region U hawe been tttt itircntiva «f Jb- 
liticiaos, to keep tbe loWer pfit df tl)e«T»ld ifftlK', 
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tf A* «Mt- of tBPiiibte yo m mit s val»a mankind 
wndlbcn f^ diSinat to vbatit i* iKnr: fori 
)adci^ui.tbsMaM ortedy «f ua ptjopfe here in 
iDj^ia^ to bti am. frastUDkent that u to say, as 
—"tr'f' oobdinrtny M My of the higbest rank. 
lUtl'csDodvs Mtbtf soattnod mttom aboat a su- 
fBBott powo'j to to of Migtilaf oio for the cam- t 
■m'pe^ttfv K fqnuBlitag^ exeellant matenala to | 
ke^'ic&iUna'^iA «keii th^ ptnr jKeviah, and ' 
fmidia^ Ufnctai oflamiHeiiKtit,' in a tedious win- 
nniglH. : ■.. 

lotijF, H icptopisecl, as a gbignlar airantage, 
tt« the atxAUB^-ge Cbriitlinify wiU very mtich 
•ntrfbote to tbemttiiq at Pjut^stanta, by estargi 
il^lte t«nw «rf oamiKDiNnn, mi at to take in all 
wxig of DJuBWom, iriia arc now akut out of the 
Am paie^ ruptta-^ev^init of a ft v ceremonies, which 
■B lidtB* confaas M toe tbit^ indifferent-, that thiD 
Ane wilt s9iKtaaHy aasver the great ends of » 
adenw fbr «^pvA«uioRr bf apefimg; a large nobler 
paXf M wtnoh' sUt bodiflB nuy enter; whereas the 
dl^^^ng'tf^lk Dkmatetir and dodging about this 
ar ttat otfmr oovnwnf, is bat like opetung a ftnr 
vidorU^ aarf loving iMKf M jat, Isir which na 
non ttaatt eoe otf ^ in at a lUiMi, and that, nue« 
4(hoat GiMpiog', aad' tiddiiig, aii(t sia|ueealng bid 



^. 



oalidilalanitveri that tlHro i» oiM tferStig ht^ 
dui3tiead< isdoldbd; icbicb tmaD^xf^et tubn 4 
Mttiaer to ndigimt; thbtigli' ilt» be Mother its ^3- 
mt/ks-godiDoeiAv oc Itifncfld'j'I mesn tlK spirit 
of oppoiiiion, 'that ' linK«f ^ng 'bt&re GUriHiianity, 
aad can «a^ ntt»iit ^irhtait it. Lctui, fbr in* 
wtxaje^ 6xmtdM wbtrein Iha oppvultitm of isctariei 
MooQ^ va> coiuistsf 1M) ghatt find C^hHitim'itr to 
have lut kliare in it it att, ' Don dieGospal any 
where prescribe a nardied M\aeeied caanteoMict., J. 
(tiff fiutnal gnit, » uugolariry ot' nauaeri and ka- 
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bit, or any sffectod modea o£ ^lecofa, -ditfedeiit tMm 
the re^onable pnt of naDkind l Yet, if Cb i i i- 
tiitniiy did not leod iu Bune to- tttad io.lheig^W 
and to employ tir divert tbcte hoiBcnti, tlM^Jnnt 
' of nece«si^be spent in cmitnvmitioiu to.thtlaws 
of the laud, and disturbance of the pvMjck ■ftatm-' 
I'iiere ia a portion of entbusJaira «M|iie«I to evonr 
notion, which, if it bes not pn^r objecU to iToric 
ou, will burst out, and set all in a flame. If ih& 
^Vi\et of a itate can be bougfat, by only fiinsioK 
men a few ceremonies to devour, it ii a purchase so 
Y'ite man would refuse. Let the mistiff* amuse 
themselvei about a Bheep'S' akin, atuffed with linr* 
provided it. will keep them from wonying tb* 
flock- The institution of couventi abroad, aeetna, 
in trne point, a strain of great wisdom ; there be- 
ing few irregularities in liuman pajtions, that majT' 
not have recourse to vent Ibemeclves in some of 
those orders, wliich are lo many retreats for the ap^ 
' cutative, the melancholy, the proud, tht sileat, tke 
pohtick, and the morose, to spend themselves,, and 
evaporate tlie noxious particlet -, for each of vhom, 
we in this island, are forced to provide a aereral 
■ect of religion, to keep them quiet } ^id wbcacver 
.Christianity sbxll be aboliahod, the l^iiladire tontt 
find lome other expedient to employ and etnertua 
' them. For what imports it how large a gate ywi 
open, if there will be always .left a number, who 
place a pride and a merit in refiising to enter i 

Having thua coniidered the most important ob< 
jections agaiiut Christianity, and the chief advan- 
tages proposed by the aboUshing thereof; I ilail , 
now with equal deference and aubmisiion to wiser 
' judgmc^nti, as before, proceed (o mentimi a few in- 
convenicncies that may happen, if the Gospel 
should be repealed, which perhaps the piojectort 
may have not sufficiently considered. 
And first, I am very sensible how much the genr 
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Hawn <^ wit and plemnre are apt to miirmnr, a 
be choked at tbe stj^t of so many daggled-tail p. 
KMU> %rtio happen to fell in their way, and ode 
di^ eyesf tnit at the taille time, these wise : 
ftnnen do not c^nnder, wt^ an advantage and : 
hsity it 18, for^fAt wit4 to be always provided w 
objects of scorn and cofttehipt, in order to exerc 
and im{Ht)ve theii talents, and divert their uple 
^omfatHngoD each other, brpn themselves; csj 
cklly wbea alt this may be done, without the le 
iOMginable danger to their pertotm. 

And to ut^ another argament of a parallel i 
Hue; if Ctmstianity were once abolished, hi 
could the freethinkerB, the strong reasoners, a 
the men' o( profound learning, be able to find ai 
tha: ■ut^ect, so calculated in alt points, whereon 
diiplay dieir abilities i what wonderful producti< 
of wit Ehoald We be deprived of, from Uiose, wh 
goaua, by cmtinua) practice, has been' wh( 
tamed upoa raillery nd itweetives against religi 
tad mnlld therefore niver be able to shine or r 
tinguiahtbcniB^ves/iipon any otber subject! we 
dai% con^uniag of^ the great decUne of wit am 
lu, and Woald we take sway the greatest, perl 
ttie oidy topick we have left } who would ever t 
n^ected A^U for a wit, or Toland for a phil 
fbet, if the inwfaaiudble stock of Christianity 
■ot becD M hmd, to provide tbem with materi 
what other int^ect through all art ^r nature, c 
btre prodoced Tindal for a profound author, or 
^ihed him with readers ? It is the wise choii 
Ibeta^eCt, that alone adorns and distinguisbe 
writer*. For, had a hundred sdcb pens as 

• " This fmtiatt,*' (ayi Dr. JolinnD, " W«nre» lo 
Ituei," lad be hai iccordLo^f given it u full laoitli 
UfeofStfiftj adding, " ib^ reaianablEOsu of ;iTeft iini 
Id WproTed. bbt peihipi ft rhiut be atluwed, tfiJt the 
THtkas ngt'bewebbftii.*' 'V. ■ '■ 



t>e«ii aapl(7ed'«D tbe fUts «f tieligion, dwjrvni 
have unmodtaUJysuDlt into fiileficewidobUnooL . 

Nor do I tbiak it wht^j ermaiitm, ctmyft 
altogether imagiaair, that tttr abtdUhiiig "' 
daoiiy may perhjfw bring the ciuudi into 4 
or at least put the tena4e to tiK tnuble of a 
Kcuriog vote. I -deaire I may not be BiiitakeO'3 I 
am % irom pfstanai^ to a&aa, or thiokt that tbc 
church IB ID dinger «t .prcaBct, cr » thingi imr 
«taoii} but wc fcoow iiot bow won it m*f beaa* 
when the Chtistian r«ligioe u vcftoled. ibi {i^MOi- 
ble as this project mcom, there nuQ' be a daiigetms 
liesign lorkiDg uoder jt. Nothiagam be none a» 
torious, thsD th^ tW AtheifU, l>«iits. fiodliIm% 
Antitiimtatiaiu, aod other subdmiKpit 4]f Fmv 
tbiaken, are pertoiu of littie Hal lar the p>eant 
ecclesiastical ettabliduncnt: tkcir declared <f>tniw la 
^re{>ealiiig the ga c g «mnw * al *ert. : ^<7 ne vnjr in<- 
different with n^rd to c(ireDK<aia»;>Dei' 4o tkof 
bold the jut divinum of ^^iwaiMKj';- tbenfanllMi 
loajr be iutecded ae one jMbtick atop towud ^tenog. 
the cMistitutioD of the <^hiJrch cataWiahed, And ael> 
ting; up Freibyte^ iiitbe«t«id, wbieb 1 kare w taa 
far^ter coruidned bjr diotQ at the hdm. ' 

Id the last place. I diink odtkuis can. iMt naa 
plaini^than that bv' this «xpediaDt, vcabdliaaiflto 
the e?il we dueny pretciu t» a«Md ; . aaA diat d» 
abolichmeot of t£« ■Ouriatiao nli^ra, niU be tks 
readiest cotirse we cut tike to intrpAim ficfMiF* 
And I am the ntare indiaed to ibii cinsiaili, fafoniK 
we know it has b«ea tb? ceaatant pmolBOd M <^ 
Jesuits, to seod «v«r emiMariM. witb imtraE^oM 
to peraqjiate thentf^rea mmi^iefi of t)» fevenl pn«> 
vailing sects among us. So , it is recorded, that 
tkejr ^e at sundi^ times i^^eared tn the £ir^i&e 
flf Presbyterians, AcabaptisO. Indcptndenls, md 
Quakers, accordingas any of these were most io 
credit } so^ tincc ll^e fashiop tyu )?ccd t«]H» qp of 
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jKpla^ag nll^on, the popish miHitmarici have not 
beea vaaUnK to mis witb the FreethinkerK ; aawng 
vbom Tolai^, the great oracle of the aHlicbristiana, 
IS 9a Ifuh piiest, tne son of an Irith phest. And 
Ihe most learned and ingsnioos aulb(« of a book, 
called " The Rights <^ the ChriGtiaa Church," was 
ia a proper juDctuTD leconciled to the Rotnish faith, 
whow true soq, as appears bj a hundred passages in 
hia treatise, he still continues. Pcihaps I could add 
some otbcTB to the Jiumber ; bat the fact b beyond 
iSiipute, and the roasmilQg they proceed by is right: 
for, supposips Qiriitianity to be «KtiDgniBhed, the 
people will never be at ease till tliey hnd out some 
AtfaoT'inetbad ol wonhip; trhich will as infallibly 

Eoduoe Ruj!Brstiti«i^ f» iupostitiMi will end in 
meiy. 

And lix:%t&me, if Botwithstan^g all I have said, 
U Still be tbougbt^ Dcceetary to have a bill brought 
in fix repealing CbmtiaQity, I would humbly cSer 
fm vno^dcKBta l^t instead of the word Chrii- 
tiaiH^, nay be put Religion in general ; which, I 
conscive, will much better apswer all tlie good 
^ods propoced by the pFojectoi;B of it^ For, as long 
9» we le^e in b«isg a God and his providence, with 
aU the noMwary cgiwequejices, wbici) curious and 
ia^uiaidve iHan will be ^ to draw from such pre- 
mises, we do not ttrike at the root of the evi), 
thopj^ ve shoold ever » effectually annihilate the 
present sch«aae of the Qqefd -. for, of what use is 
freedom of thought, if it will not produce freedom 
of action ? which is lino sole end, how rnnopte soever 
in aHKitraa<%> <^ all ot^et^ioas «gainst Christianity ; 
pnd thercfuHi, the Freethiolu's consider it as a sort 
4^ edifiice, whczeiB all (he parts hwre tRid) a BKttual 
dependanoe oa eacb otiber, that if you jtsppea tn 
pull out one single nail, the whole fabrick must fell 
|n ifccgreand.- TTjis was hirppily expressed by him, 
u bo had hearj' qf a text brought fm {u;oof of the 
■ t 3 



M AV AHOUMCHT AOAIHST - 

trinity, which in sn ancient manuscript was H^ 
{ccealif lead ; he thereupon imtned lately took the 
biot, and by a sudden deduction of a long sorites*, 
mo3( logically eondnded ; " Why, if it be a« jaa 
cay, I may safely whore and drink on, and detytbtS 
parson." From which, and many the like in- 
stances easy to be produced, I think nothing can be 
more manifest, than that the qnarrsi is not i^ainft 
any particular points of hard digesiinn in- the Chris- 
tian system, but against religion in general; which, 
by laying restraints on human nature, ia-ropposed 
the great enemy to the freedom of thought and 
action. 

Upon the whde, if it shall still be thought for 
the benefit of church and state,' that C^tristianity be 
abolished, I conceive however, it may be more con- 
venient to defer the execution to a time of peace j 
and not ventare, in thii conjuncture, to disoblige 
our allies, who, ^s it falls out, are all Oiristiaps, 
and many of them, by the prejudices of their edu- 
cation, so bigottcd, as to place a swt. of pride in 
the appellation. If upon being rejected by ttiem; 
we arc to trust to an alliance with the Turk, vfr 
shall find.ouTselves much deCciTcd : fgr, as he is to» 
remote, and generally engaged in war with the Per- 
sian emperor, so Ms pet^le would be more itcanda- 
lizod at our infidelity, than our Christian neighbours. 
For the Turks are not only strict observers of teli^ 
gioua worship, but, what is worse, believe a God ^ 
which is more than is required of us, even while we 
preserve the name of Christians. 

To conclude : whatever some may thifik of the 
great advantages to trade by this favoarite scheme, I 
do very much apprehend, that in sis months time 
after the act i« passed for the extirpation of the G^>' 

* A Mriiit iHUn from a ifllogiim, in ibu it takeiDiily tti* 
minor prpposiiion. An csimpla af ihii fiiw* nM be (eea 19 
ibcHbigrrst-TMwfiJ/, ToLXXtil. N. 
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Sthe Bank and East-India ntock may fall at 
t one per cent. And since that is mty times 
more, than ever the wisdom of our asje thought fit 
to TCDture, for the pi'eservatioa of Christianity, 
ibett is no reajon we should be at 90 great a loss, 
merely for the take of destroying it. 
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In the nisccllitrief, pnMithoi) 'bf Maqihmr, in T7)Tt4a- 
(ollowi^t AJmiucni^, «T.Kl«)i#f .^Ut»<l bj Di. SwiA, i» 

•* Thig followiiit L«i(cf ■■ togpcMd^Min* jodicJoia psnooa 
ti) he (if th« >aiD« iMti'v. «i<A n <■)>'' coiijedarat be ngbt, ^ 
will bs oT no diiad»nt>ic lo liim to hire it r*vi*«d, ccaxidei- 
ie( lbs tlmewhcnitwai writ, ih(pfenbmtllwKdi*.)aAK>Aid 
the ileiigm in i|it«ti»D, tftinu which thi* |W|i«r m ItdUtf «p> 
poirail. [ hanbcenaiiureil Uiat'tTunKpiciM wUdt (tw*ap- 
piiiej .luitior by nniler tot writiii| thii LclMr, itooluidjr raiiNd 
iiim wiih tha lale MrniHm I li»« UlLtil love to ooiit •boat 
■ lufC which i*aifut(lrp^aiul,Mdo( DO BMtVttNnlVMl.'* 
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- { 33 ) 
■ A LETTER, &c. 



■ SIR. Duliin, Dtt. 4, 170&. 

I '&£CEIV£I> jdat letter, wbdeia you tell 
me,:(if the strange reprCKiitadons made oT us on 
Jtnr. aide of the water. The initaoce. you are 
itosed to mention ia that ofthe ptesbyterian mis- 
Moaary, who, according to your phrase, haa been 
Wiely persecuted at Droghtda for his reli^on : but 
it iit eafi^ to otncrve, how mighty iodusttioat some 
Kofde have been &>[ three or four years past, to 
inad abtnit stories of the hardships, tlie merits, the 
pDiDber, and Ibe power ,of the Presbyterians in Ire- 
load} to raise fonoidable ideas of the dangers of 
pt^K^ there, snd to transniit all for England, jn^- 
ptorcd by great additii»s, and with special care to 
have them inserted, with ctmmentsj in those in- 
&i>aus weekly [apcrs, that infest yoiu coffec- 
kniMs. So, when tiic claase enacting a sacramental 
tost was pat in execution, it was given out in ^ne- 
laad, that half the justices of p^e/ through this 
kin^om, had laid down their c(»iuiiissions : wTieteas, 
upon examination, the whole number was found to 
■moont only to b dozen or ttiirteen, and those ge- 
Urally of the lowest rate in fortune and. underitand- 
hig, and some of them superannuated. So, when 
the earl of Pembroke was m Ireland, and the par- 
lismeot sitting, a formal story was very gravely car- 
ried to bis .excellency, by some zenlous. members, of 
spriest newly arrived from abroad to the north-west 
?W.A of Ireland, who hi 1 publickly preached to his 
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peofde, to fail a murderLQg the proteatantB ; whicji, 
tltough invcDted to serve an end they were then 
upon, and are still diiving at, \Eas.pn;aeatl7 handed 
over, and printed vith ihrevd remarks by your 
wot^y scribblers. In like manner, the account of 
that person, who was lately expelled oar university 
for reflecting on the memory of king ■William : 
what a dust it raised, and bow foully it was rcldted, 
is fKsh enouglt inm^a^ry. Neithetvould people 
be convinced, till tiic university was at the pains o( 
poUistung a LsUn pa^ t» juMiftr Uumsdves. And 
to mention Do more, thia aCMy of tba pcnKDtioo aC 
Smgheda, hov it bsi beca qiread Kid ■ ggii w iM d,, 
what cofiMqu«ncfls have been dmwn trota k, nt^ 
what reptoo^ies tiaed on thuie who have leaatde- ' 
served them, w« are already iaformod. Nov if lb» 
end of fdl this pTAcoeding weis^a tecrat uid inyite>y» 
I shotiU not pretond to gitfeiiCao intopictatiMF 
but suffidenr care bu been tdicB to Aplala ic, Ant, 
by addresses artificial^ (it not tUcgmy) fnamOi, 
to show Hit mi«er>bk( state of dwi SamUn in Im» 
land t^raWMitf the sacnowBUliBi^ ndtodMtM 
the paten's intonenieB, limit aighr be repcded. 
Then, it i»liiaBUiHi; that ow .^ttker*, ■wkeA ha ' 
w«s last yocrrin InglaAd.soUtAsd'inpefaonwvsrd 
meniaenef ftoth boiuei te h«« k rcptabdfa^Aa 
frctAcre; t&oBgh it be a mMMr uan-if ntiMat, 
dwf eaant* pooMif iMeifeM with tfia tradk and sof 
asnetef Bagbod; «|d tbwgb taa Unwtf meanl 
fermerly ^tnfMmttouaof aHnen, i^innttMiiao 
jnstfce of biMKn0 a na^n- by; tnri, t» vvUth tluy i» 
nM cDfMCirt. And fawtJy^ tlWAiKdit^ Mbdltela, vheni' 

• Abn^MteiA, a^ was ippBRMi br k^ VHUmi ••)>• 
«i»M>jpa»sl cf b»lMJ> in nliieh pM.lia nw giwtiwM^ 1^ 
^ilri> A«n*i wu duMtn tpwkcr in 170^ 1 tnorntj-itaait 
IB i;o7i diitf juiEticeof lliaqMcn'stonchin 1709 l lord chm. 
cdlor, Sapt. j^ 1714I crsstBd bsroi KroilBnEli] flp7il rj, ijifj 
viiWBaiMi««mi, Ab(. 5, 1717. B«*e4Au( »),i7ig,"N 
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eVei" they get a tale by tha tnd relating to Irdand, 
witliout once troubling their ihougbte about the 
'tnith, always end it wilb an applicatifHi against the 
(•acramental test, and the abiolnte necessity there i» 
of repealing it in both kingdoms. I know it m^ 
be reckoned a weakness to say any thing ai suck 
trifles, 85 are below a Bertoui man's notice) much 
less wonld I disparage the undeistanding of any 
party, to think they would clioose the vilest and 
most ignorant among mankind, to employ them fot 
the asaertors of a caufie. I shall only say, that the 
scandalous liberty those wrelcbe? take, would hardly 
be aUoweJ, if it were not mingled with opinion* 
that some men would be glad to adrance. BesideSj 
how insipid soever uiose papers are, they seem to . 
be levelled to the understaii dings of a great nondier} 
ibey an* grown a neceaaarypart incoAeebouse fumi- 
lure, and some tims or otber may happen to b* 
ri;ad by custwners of ail ranks, ior cariosity and 
amusement, because they lie always in the -way.- 
One of these authors (the fellow that was pilloried, 
I have forgot his name*) is indeed so grave, sen- 
tentions, dogmatical' a rogOe, that there is no en- ' 
during himj the ObTCrvalot-f Is fnuch tbcbriiikerof 
the two, and I think fartlier gone of late in lies an^ 
impiidencer than his presb/lerian brotlier. Tha 
lieason why I ntentioM hint, is, to hava an ocorion 
of letting you know, that yon hine net dedt so 
gallantly with ns, as we iKd with ymi in a panrtlel' 
case : last year a paper wal fermight liere from Eng-i 
land, called " A Dialogue between the Arehbisbopi 
of Canterbury and Mi, Higgius, which we ordenMi 
to be burnt by tbo conmioa tutngman, ns it wdl dtr^ 
aervei, fliough we have no more to drt \i*iili bts ^:k(^ 
of Canterbury {, tlian yoU have ■ji'hh the aichbiibog 

f Mr. Jubn TDtotmi, H> 

X Or- TIUHDU Tcnison. H. 

vot.Jv. P ' ' ' '■''" 
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of Dublin * ; nor can you love and reverence your 
prelate, more than we do ours, whom you tamely . 
sufFei- to be abused openly, and by name, by thst 
pakry rascal of an Observator ; and lately upon an 
aflair wherein he had no concern; I mean the busi- 
ness of the missionary of Dri^beda, wherein our- 
(MLcellenl primate was engaged, and did nothing 
but according to law and discretion. But because 
the lord archbishop nf Onblin has been upon seve- 
ral occasions, of late years, misrepresented in Eng- 
land, I would willingly set you right in his cbarac- 
terf. For his great sufferings and eminent sen'ices, 
he was by the late king promoted to the see of Deriy, 
About the same time he wrote a book to jiistify the 
fevohition, wherein was an account of king James's 
mpceedings in Ireland ; and the late archbishop 
^llotson recommended it to the king, as the most 
serviceable treatise, that could have been published 
at such a juncture. And as his grace set out upon 
those principles, he has proceeded so ever «ince, ;is 

• Dr. Willjim King. H. 

+ ttiiierjrertiwkahlethit thitrfiir»eteT watomined ia ths 
Iriih tdittOB of 17] ^i laid tobave been dtci>lBl,or Hrtctty .re- 
vised, h7 (he Dean himieiri ind Mr. Pope, who hni beeo ac- 
en«U of E^ftliPg the writings he was entnnled with, apjieiis 
here U le«il > faithful editor, and the anthor hitnntf to he ilie 
guUer. Lord Orrery intormi lu, thn Dr. Kiiie, when hiihiip 
«f Derry, litndered Dr. Swift from beini mmle Dean of Dcrrjr. 
So thai, coMideiing the violence of Suiih'i rcmlinenti, it rajy 
■eera harder 10 accDuat for his inserting this encomiiini, than for 
hi) leaving it OUT. But he wu Chen, [irababljr, x slraiigcr lo itte 
ill office of hii back friend, till he was ioiliatwl inlcj the party 
to which hi iflcrwirdi adhered, and in which Dr. Bunltar 
awed hi) sdnneemcDI to the PrimicT, in iri9i 'n oppoiiiioii 
In Dr. King. Whatever induced Swift m efbce ihii character, 
ibe publtck, once iik ptmesiion of it, will nnc contentedly pnt 
witti it. It is loa ptedout a nonet to be lost. And ;f anilioia 
(ai they ba*« * right) shall mirtit iberacelvei, i>>ey itftn not 
think to sppev to tkc world witb the »in« itiili >> ^Fore. 
W. B. ' 
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aloyul subject to the queen, entirely for the succc^ 
sion in the prolcstant line, and fof evrfr excluding 
the prctenQi^r; and though a firm friend to tlw 
church, yet with indulgence touurd ^ssentcra, as 
appears from his conduct at Deny, where he was 
iii^iitkd fur many years among the most viruleDt of 
t]ie sect, yet upon his teraoTaJ lo Dublin, th<y 
parted from him witlt tears in thur eyes, and uni- 
versal acknowledgemeuts of bi^ 'wisdom and good- 
ness, tor the rest, it must be owned, be dtnes not 
buty himself by entering deep into any paity, but 
Tulher spends his time in acts of hospitality and 
charily, in building of churches, repairing his 
palace, in iniroducing and preferring thp worthi^ 
persons be can find, without other regards: in short, 
ill tlie practice of all virtues, that can become a 
publiek or private life. This. and more, if potsiblo, 
is due to so encellent a person, who may be justly 
reckoned among the greatest and most learned pre- 
Istes of this age, however his character may be dc- 
iiled by such mean and dirty hands, as those of (he 
Observator, or such as employ him. 

I now come to answer the other part of your 
letter, and shall give you luy opiniea freely about 
repealing the sacramental test ; only, whereas you 
desire my thoushts as a friend, and not as I am a 
member of parliament, I must assure yuu they are 
exactly the same in both capacities. 

I must begin by telling you, we are generally , 
furprised at your wonderful kindness to us on this 
occasion, in being so very industrious to teach tis 
to see our interests in a point, where we are so un- 
able lo see it ourselves. This has given us some 
Bu.'ipiciou ; and though in my oi^d particular I am 
hugely bent to believe, that whenever you coneern 
yourselves in our affairs, it is certainly for our good, 
yet I have (he misfortune to be something singular 
in tliis beliel'j and therefore I never iittcmpt to jus« 
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tify it, but coDtent nmelf to posses* my own optni<Ai 
in private, fcsfear of encountering met) of mure wit 
or words, than I have to spare. 

We at tfait disCancev who lee nothing of tlie 
s^iDg of act»ni, ■« forced, by mere conjecture to 
assign two reuons for y otir desiring us to repeal the 
wcramental test ; one is, beCanse yoii are said to 
ima^nc it vriU tie a step toward the like good work 
in Kngland. The other more immediate, tliat it 
will open s.Way for rewarding several pergons, who 
have-well deserved upon a great occasion, but who 
.are aowufx^uelified-throngh that impediment, 

I do.. not frequenlly quote poets, esppciatly Eng- 
. lish ; bat rremembcT there is in eome of Mr. Cow- 
ley's love versus a itrain, that I thought extraordi- 
nary at fifteen, and have often since imagined it ta 
fae spoken by Ireland. 

" FotWd it Hu*«n, ray life ■hould'be 
WdgbM wilh her lent cunveiiieacjt." 

In stiort, whatover advant^e you propoic to yotzr- 
sdves by repealing the lacramcutal test, sj^eak it out 
pl^nly, it is the best argument yiHi can ase, for we 
value ydur inleteit much niOTe than onr own ; if 
your little £nger be sore, and you think a poultice 
made of our vit^s will give it any ease, apeak the 
word, and it shall be done : the interest of oar 
whole kingdom, is at any time ready to strike to 
that of your poorest fishmg towns ; it is hard you 
will not accept our services, unless we believe at 
the same lime, that you arc oirfy consulting our 
profit, and giving qs marks of your love. If there 
■be a fire at some distance, and I immediately blow 
up pny house before there be occasion, l>ecause you 
«rc a man of cpiality, and apfn-ehend some danger 
to B comer of your stable ; yet why ahould you re- 
quire me to attend nest morning at your levee, with 
my humble thanks for the favour ^ou have done me f 
' If wa might be allowed to judge for ouF3elve3> ' 
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we bad abundanCB of bene&t by tbe tacramental 
teat, and foresee s number of ouMiuefJi would ba 
the conM^uence of repealing it ; and we conceivo 
the objections made sgaiiiit it by the dtasenten, are 
of no dtaooer of force. They Lcll us of their merits 
io the late war in Ireland, and how cfaeerfnUy tbejr 
engaecd for the safety of the nation } that If tbey 
hadtAoughttheybadbcen tightin^aalyotiiBrpooplc'ft ' 
quarrels, pethaps it might have cooled (heir zeal ) 
and that for the future &ey shall sit down quietly^ 
mid let m do our woifc ouraelveai nny, ttiat it is nc< 
cessary they should do so, since Che^r cannot take u^ 
amu undor the itenalty of high treason. 

Now snppQsing them to have dooe tlieir dntr, as 
I believe they <Ud, (and aot to trouble theni Hl>aat 
the &y<M the wlioei) l thought liberty, property, 
rod religion, bad been tlvs three subjects of tha 
ipurrel ; and haw not all those bean amply Kccured 
to them? had they at that tiooe a soental rceervatioit 
for power and employiDCats ? and must theje two 
artidot be added beocefonrard in our jiatioual 
quarrels? It is growira mighty conceit among some 
men, to mdt down tbe phrase <^a chnrch established 
by law, Inio that of the raUgion of the magiatrate j ' 
'Of which appcUaticsi it is easier to find the reason 
than the sense : if by tht m^strate they mean the 
prince, the exinretnou includes a falshood; for - 
when king fanuB was^ince, the cat^ished cboreh 
was the same it is now. If by die sanacword they 
mean die logialatnn:, we denre no more, lie that 
as it win, we of this klBgdma beteve the church 
of -Irdand b> be tbe national daurch, and the only 
ODe estatiiished by law, and ale willing by the came 
law to give a toleration to dissenters; but if once we 
repeal nor sacrameatal test, ^nd grant a toleration, 
or suspend the ex.ecution of the penal Uwi, I do not 
see bow we can be said to have any as^blishcd 
; or jather, why there wiU not ba 
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asniAnycstablishedcharches, as there are sects of di»- 
leiitcrs. No, say they, yours will still be the national 
tliurch, because your bishops and ciei^ arc main- 
-taiDcd by tlie publick ; bat, that 1 suppose will ba 
of no long duratioD, and it wouM be very u'ujust it 
shoiild, because, to speak in I'uidal's phraHc, it is 
not reasonable ttiat reveniios sboold be annexed to 
^ne opinion, more than another, when all are 
equally lawful ; and it is the same author's niaxim, 
tli^t no freeborn subject ought to pay for maintain- 
ing speculations he does not believe. But why 
■hould any man, apon account of opinions he can- 
not help, be deprived of the opportunity of serving 
his queen and country ? Their zeal is commendable, 
and wlien employinents go a begging for want of 
hands, tliqr shall be sure to ha^e the refusal, only 
upon condition they will not pretend Co them upcni 
maxims, which equally iuclude atheists, turks, jews, 
iiifideU, and hereticks; or, which is still more dan- 
gerous, even papists themselves: the former you 
allow, ihe. other you deny ; because these last own a 
ff'reii^n power, and therefore must be shut out. 
liut iliere is no great weight in this ; for their reli- 
gion can suit with fr«e states, with limited or abso- 
lute monarchies, as well as a better; and the pope's 
power in France is but a shadow ; so tliat, upon this 
foot, there need he no great danger to the conslitu- 
[jfin, by admitting papists to employments. I will 
be^ you to enough of th£m who 'shall be ready to 
. allow the pope as little power here as you please ; 
and the bare opinion i^ his bein^ vicar of Christ, is 
but a speculative point, for wliich no nwn,it seenis, 
ought to be deprived of the capacity of serving his 
country. / 

Hut, if yon pleax, I will tell yo|i tb^ great ob- 
jection we have against repealing tUis same sacra- 
mental teat. It is, that n-e aie verily persuaded, 
thc.consequetice will be an entire altciiatioD of-ieli' 
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gion among us, in no great compasit of years. And 
pray; observe how we raasoD here in Ireland upon 
thU matter. 

We observe the Scots in our northern parts, to be 
a brave industrions people, extremely devoted to 
their religion, and fuil of an undisturbed affection 
toward each Other. Numbers of that noble nation; 
invited by the fertilities of the soil, are glad to ex* 
change their barren bills of Loquabar, by a voyage 
of three hours, for our fmitful vales of Down and 
Antrim, so productive of that grain, which, at little 
trouble and less expense, finds diet and lodging for 
themselves and their cattle. These pei^le, oy their 
extreme parsimony, wonderful dexterity in dealing, 
and firm adherence to one another, soon grow into 
wealth from the smallest beginnings, never are 
rooted out where they once 6%, and increase daily 
by new supplies : besides, when they are the supe- 
riour number in any tract of ground; they are not 
m-er patient of mixture; but such, whom they can- 
not assimilate, soon And it their interest to remove. 
I have' done all in' my power, on some land of my 
own, to preserve two or three English fellows in their 
neighbouriiood, but fbunfl it imposaible, though one 
of tbeio thought he had sufficientlyaiade his court by 
tumini^ piesbyterian. Add to all this, that they bring 
along with them from Scotland a most formidable 
notion 4^ our church, which they look upon at least 
three degrees worse than popery : and it is naturai 
it shoold be so, since ' they corae over ftlli fraught 
with that spirit, which taught them to abolish epis- 
copacy at home. 

Then we proceed farther, and observe, that the 
gentlemen of emplovmeota here make a veiy consi- 
derable number in the house of commons, and have 
no other merit, biit that of doing their duty in their 
several stations ; therefore when the test is repealed, 
it will be higtily reasDn^ble tbsf ihould give-ptoce 
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fo those, who have much greater services to plead. 
Xbe coininissLODt of the revenue are soon disposed 
of, and the coUectors and other officers throughout 
thii kiDgdom, are geoerally appointed by tlie com- 
(nlsBionera, which gives theid a nughty influence ia 
every county. As much w^.be «aid of the great 
oScei ia the Jaw ; and when this door is open to let 
diu^tera Joto the commistioos of the peace, to 
make them high sherit&, majors of corporations, 
and oStcers of the arm/ and militia, 1 do not see 
how it can be otherwise:, ooosidering their induatry 
atid our snpiocnesf, but that they may, in a verjr 
few years, grow to a maj<a-Uy in the hooKci com- 
mont, and coDsequently make tbectitelvea the na- 
tional religioo, ana have a fair pretence to demand 
the revenues (tf the cborch for their teachen. I 
know it will be objected, that if all thb thoutd bap- 
pen as I describe, yet (be pre^yteriaa ie%ion could 
never be made the national by act of parltament, 
because our bishops are to great a number in the 
Jhoiue of lords j and without a majority there, the 
church could not be ab(rfiahed. But I have two very 
good expedients for that, which I shcdl leave you to 
guess, and I dare swear oar speaker here bat ofken 
thought on, eapi»ci^y having endeavoured at tme ef 
them so lately. To ixiuvince yoa, that tfaia dengn 
is not to fcn^n 6ain «xne people'a diongbts, I 
mast let you inov, tbit an bonoit bc^vraier of 
our house*, (you harehim now in En^Mid, I wish 
you could, keep him tber«) had the impudeuoe some 
yeais a^, in pulltmcnt tlfnc, to shake my lord 
bishop of Kilaloo f by his lawn sleeve, and tdl him, 
-in a threatewig nmuier, " that he iiopad to live to 
aoc the day f.wbealiiece abwW not be 0B« o€ hia 01- 
4ler ia the kingdoo-" 

^heee lost lines ifertiEqjs you diiuk a dignsuon j 
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rticrefore to return: I have told you the conse- 
i]iicnces we fully reckon upon, tVum repealing the 
sacraRiental test, which* although the greatest num- 
ber of such as are for doing it, are actually in no 
manner of pain about it, and many of tiieiu care not 
Ihreepence whether there be any church, or not; 
yet because they pretend to argue from conscience, 
as well as policy and interest, I thought it proper lo 
understand arid answer them accordingly. 

Now, sir, in answer to your question, whether, if 
any attempt should be made here for rept^ing the 
sacramental test, it would be likely to succeed ? the 
number of professed disaenters in this parliament 
was, as I remeniber, something under a dozen, and 
I cannot call to mind above thirty others, who were 
expected to fall in with tbem. Tbis is certain, that 
the presbyterian party, having with great industry 
mustered sp their forces, did endeavour one day, 
upon occasion of a hint in my lord Pembroke's 
speech, to introduce a debate about repealing the 
test clause, when there appeared at least four ta 
one odds against ihera j and the ablest of those, wlio 
were reckoned the most staunch and thoroughpaced 
whigs upon all other occasions, fell off with an abi 
horrecce at the first mention of tbis. 

I must desire you take notice, that the terms of 
mg and Tori/, do not properly cxpfes the dif- 
ferent iiiter»its in our parliAmeot. I remember, 
wdicn I was last in Encland, I told the king, " that 
the highest Tories we had with us would make to- 
lerable Whigs there." TTiia waa certainly right, 
and still in the general continues i6, unless you tiavs 
since admitted new characteri sticks, which did not 
come withiii our definition. Whoever bears a tru^ 
veneration for the glorious memory of king Wil- 
liam, as our great deliverer fit>m pop^ and slavery; 
whoever is firmly loyal to oai present queen, with 
m utter abhorreaceqnd detestation of the pretender} 
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whoever approves the eucceBsinn to tlie crown in 
tlic liouFP fit Hanover, and is for preserving -the doc- 
trine and discipUoe of the church of Kngluod. witU 
an in^tijgence for scrupulous conicicnues ; such a 
man we tliink acts upon right piiuinplc!!, and niiiy 
be justly allowed a whig : and I believe ihere are 
not six members in our house of comnious, M'ho 
may not fairly coroe under this description. So 
that ihc parties among iis are made up, on one sidt-, 
of moderate whigs/and on the other of presbytc- 
rians and their abettors ; by which last I mean such, 
who can eijually go to a church or conventicle, or 
such who 3rB inditfccent to all rcHglcn in general ; 
or lastly, such who affect to hear a personal rancou^ 
toward the cleigy : these last arc a set of men not 
of our own growth^ their principle's at least have been 
iraporLed ol late years; yet this whole party put to- 
gotlier, will scarce, I am confident, aniouiit to above 
lifty men in parliament, which c3|i harJiy be worked 
up into a majority of three liptidred. 

As to ibc house of Lords, the dilificulty there, is 
conceived at least as great as in ourg, . So miiny of 
our temporal peers live in England, that the bishops 
are gcHeraJly pretty near a par of tlie house, and we 
reckon tlicy will be all to a man against repealing 
the test; and yet'tlidr lordships ar« generally thought 
as good whigs upon our principles, as any in the 
kingdom- '1 here are indeed a tew lay lords, who 
appear to have no great de\'ot ton for epbcopacy ; aod 
perhaps one or tw6 mote, with whom certain pow- 
erful inoiives might he used, for rcmotlilg any dif- 
ficulty whatsoever : but these are, in no soil, a 
number to carry any point aeain^ta conjunction of 
the rest, and the whole beach of bishops. 

Besides, the whole body of our clergy is utterly 
against repealing the test, tiiough they are i-iniiely 
devoted to her majesty, iind hardly one in a hun- 
dred, who arc not very good whigs, in our accep- 
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iKiiHi of the word. Andl roust let you kni)^, that 
we (if Irtland are not yet come up lo other-folk's 
tetiuemeiits, for we generally love Bnd esrrem our ' 
dciwv, and think ihey deserve it ; nay, we nre apt 
lo lay some weight upon their qiinion, and would 
not willingly disoblige them, at least, iinlest it were 
upon some; gn-atcr iiuint of interest, than ihiti. And 
iheir judgment io the present affair u the mure (o 
be regarded, because they are the last persons, 
'vho wilt he aftected by it : this makcH us think 
them impartial, and that their concern is only for 
rel'giou, and the interest of the kingdom. Because 
tile act, which repeals the tetit, wUt only ijualify a 
laymnit for an employment, but not a prcsliyterian 
otanabnpiUi.preacher, for a church -living. Now 
I must take leave to inform you, tha^ several mem- 
bers of our houiie, anil myself among the reft, 
kiiowin)^ some time ago what was upon the anvil, 
went to all the clergy we knew of any distinction. 
Mid deuircd their judgment iu the tnatleri whereiji 
we foiiud a moat wonderful agreement, there beit)g 
but 6ne divine that ixv could Iiear of in the whole 
kiogdom, who appeared of a contrary sentiment ; 
wherein he afterward stood alone in the convoca- 
tion, very little to his credit, though, as he hoped, 
vey much to his interest. 

I will now consider a Utile the arguments offered 
to show the advantages, or rather the necessity of 
repcatiDg the test in Ireland. We are told, the 
popitb interest is here so formidable, that all hands 
should be joined to keep it under ; that the only 
names of distinction among us ought to be those of 
protestant and papist ; and that this expedient is the 
only means to unite all protestants upon one com- 
mon bottom. All which is notliing but misreprC' 
sentation and mistake. 

If we were under any real fear of the papists in 
thib kingdom, it would be hard to think u« so stupid. 
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94 not to be equally apprebcnsive uith others, unc« 
14' e are likely to be the greatest, ■nd>'more imme-- 
dt^te suficrert ; but on tbe contrary, wc look upon 
thecn to be altogether w incouiiderable, as the 
women tind childrei). Their landa'are almost en- 
tirely taken from tbem, and they are renderrd inca- 
pable of purchasing any more, and for tbe little 
that rcniaini, provision is made by the Iat« act 
against popery, that it will daily crumble away ; to 
prevent which, some of (tie rooit considerabit; 
among tliem are alrtady turned protostants, and 
ao ill all pibbabdity will many more. 1'hen tlie 
popish priests are all registered, and v'UhoQt permis- 
sion (which I hope ti'M sot be ^mtcd) they can 
Iiave no successon} so that the protestaat clergy 
will 6nd it perhaps ixi.difiiGult matter to bring grt-at 
nuiDbcrs over to the chnrch ; and in the mean timo 
the cMnmon people, without leaders, withont di- 
scipline, or natum cturage, bciog Ititie better than 
hewers of wood, and drswus of water, are out of 
all capacity of dcnng any inacbicf, if \btiy were ever 
so well iaclioed. Neither are they, at all likely to 
join, in any considerable tiuadters, with an invader, 
having found so ill tucccM whea they were much 
more numerous and powerful; when tliry had a 
princ^ of their own religion to head then), bad been 
ti'sined for some years uader a popiEh df^ty, and 
received such mighty aids froiB the treBcii king*. 
As to that Bi'gument uaed for repealing tbe test, 
that it will unite all piotestatits a^inst the common 
' enemy } I wonder by what Sgure those geatteoK* 
apeak, who are pleaaed to advance it : aopposc, in 
order to iucrea&e tbe fricodabip between you iind 
me, ^ law diould past, that I mu&t have half your 
estate; do you think that would much advance ibe 
nuioD between lis ? or suppose I share my forbue 
'* la the Tdiin of king Jamti 11, wd lill iftn tbe liHilc of 
ilie Bvjrm is lA^o. U. 
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•qually between my own children and a itraDger, 
whom I take into my protection ; will tliat be a 
metbod to \initc them ? it is an odd way of uniting 
parlies, to deprive a majority of part of their ancient 
right, by conferring it on a faction, who bad never 
aay riglit at all, and therefore cannot be said to suf- 
fer aay loss or injury, if it be refiued them. Nei- 
ther is it very clear, how far some people may ttretch 
tlie term of coniioon enemy. How many are there 
of those that call themselvca protcstants, who look 
upon ouc worship to be idolatrous, as wqU as that 
of the papisbt, and with great charity, put prelacy 
and popery together, as terms convertible ? 

And dierefore there is one small doubt * I wotild 
be willingly satisfied in, before I agree to the repeal- 
ing of the test i that is, whether these same protest- 
ants, when they have, by thdr dexterity, made 
thenuelves the national religion, and disposed the 
clmrch revenues among their pastara.or themselves, 
vnll be su kind to allow us dissenters, I do uot say 
a share 'in employments, but a bare toleration by ■ 
law > the reason of my doubt ia, because I have been 
so vt:ry idle, as to read above fifty pamphlets, writ- 
ten by as many presbyterian divines, loudly disclaim- 
ing tills idol toleration ; some of them calling it (I 
know not how properly) a rag of popety, and 
all agrcdng it was to establish iniquity by b law. 
Now I would be glad to know, when and where 
their successon have renounced this dogtrine, and 
before what witnesses- Because, methinks I should 
be k>tli to see my poor titular bishop in parlibui, 
seized on by mistake in tha dark for a Jesuit j or be 
forced myself to keep a chaplain disguised like my 
butler, and steal to prayers in a back room, as my 

* Th« arraagement of thsu wordt, IvmUhtmifSlitglyitiir. 
fnliH, oecaiioni luch ■ Kfilitiliri M iidiEigrcoiUa loitwuri a 
bmall chmi* will maka On wordi ran MKWttUf, ai tbu— < I 
would wiUintljr be (Uisfied in.' 5. 
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groadftrdicr nwd in those timea, when the church 

of KnglRTid was nuUgnaat. 

£nt this ii Tipping np ola quarrels lon^ forgot ; 
^»opery is dow tbe common enemy, against -whiclt 
'we mmt all unite : I have1i«ni liied iu htstorywith 
the perpetual folly of those states, wlio call in fo- 
m^cn to awint them against a commcin enenny : 
tint tbe mischief xcas, these allies wonid never be 
brought to allow, that the cominon enemy xtsm 
tgaits Mibdued. And they had reason; foritproved 
%t kst; that me part of the cominoti enemy was 
IboGe- nho called them in, and so the altiea becdme 
al length the masters; 

It is dgreed among nAoraliits, that a lion Is a 
jar^er, a strOiiger,~and laore dangerous enemy than 
-a cat; yet if a man "Were to have hU choice, eitfao' 
a lion al him' foot, bcnnd^t with three or four chains. 
4iifl teeth drawn oat, and his claws pared to the 
quick, or fen angry cat in full liberty at fail tliioat } 
hi WoiiH tAe Do long time (o determine. 
> I hive been sometimes admiring the wonderfat 
ugDifietncy of that wcfrd persecution, and what va-> 
■rions iDterpretaiions it has acquired even within mjr 
mtfnory. Wh«o I w»s a boy, I often beard the 
preabycerians conrlplain, that ihey wei% not permit- 
■ ted to lerve God in their own way: the^ said they 
. did not repine at our emplcyments, btft tbougbt ihat 
all mcti who live peacoably, oi^ht to have liberty of 
CDtiMnepCe, and leave lo assembtb. That impedi- 
ment being' removed W the reroiuiioa, they soon 
.ieameid to>swal)ow the tocrmnental test, md began 
' to take very lat^tt Stsps, "wheran all who i^emi to 
oppose drem, were called men of a persecuting sjliritt 
' Puriig the time Ibe tuU against occanoo^ cooto- 
fsitywatOD footi itenecntion waa every day mngin 
our can, and now at last the sacramental test itMlf 
ihaitht samte-tiaMft. ■■WhcrtfthenUthisHiiatter likely 
to end. when the obtahiin^ tftdbt lequdgt, is only 
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lued as a ttep to detnaod aaotlier ? a lavrnt U cvac 
complainLOg of cruelly, vhU« aey Uiiog ii deoictji 
bint; when the lady ceases to be cnie), sfafS U from 
the nest mom^t at his, ntercy : so penecutioa it 
seems,, is eyeiy thing, that will not leave it in oiea'^ 
power to persecute others. 

Tbote is one argument pfTered against a sacra'^ 
mental teat, by a sort of mea, who are content to bn 
■tyled of the church of EoglaDd, who perhaps at-r 
tect^ it^ servicv in tbe morning, .aai go witb thei^ 
wives to a conventicle in tbe afternoon, confessing 
they bear very good doctrino ia both. These ntet^ 
are mucK oSended, that so holy an institution, an 
that of ifae Iford's Snppei, shouU be made subser- 
vient to such mercenary purposes as the getting of 
so employment. Now it seems, the law, concTu^i 
ing all men to be members of that church wlierq 
tbey receive the sacraqicat ; and supposing all saen 
to live li)(e chri.Miwu, (especially tbose waq an tif 
iav^} employ merits) did ioiagine they received tbf 
■acrament in course about foyit tiiuea a year j and 
therefore only desired it ought appear by cefli£cata 
to t^e pubtick, that suclf, who took aa office, v/ex^ 
number^ of the. church eatabl{slted, by dc^ng tl^f 
wdinary duty. However, lest we abotfld ofisncl 
then), we have often desired tixKf would deal cWi 
didly with us ; for, if the matter stuck onlf there, 
we would propose it in parliamenr, that every mat^ 
who takes an employiBent, should, instead of nr 
cciving the sacrament, be obliged to swear, that h« 
is a pKBiber of the cburoti of Jieland by law cstKr 
hli^e4i with episcopacy, and so forth; andaithej 
do DOW in Scotlaod, to be true to the kirk. But 
when we drive th«n thus fiu'f they always retire t?, 
the main body of the argunicut, urge, the hardship 
that nKn should be deprived the liberty of serving 
their queen and conntty, on account c^ their can- 
scieacc; and in short, have recwuseta the cofpmoa 
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style of their half brethren. Now whrther ttiis be 
a sincere way of arguing, 1 will appeal to any olh<;r 
judgment but thdrs. 

ITiere is another toptck of clamour Eoinewbat pa- 
rallel to the foregoing : ii BCema by the test ujause, 
the military ofScers are obliged to receive the sacra- 
ment, as well as the civil. And it is a matter of soaie 
patience, to hear the dissenters declaiming upon this 
occasion ; they cry they are disarmed, they ate used 
like papists : when au enemy appears at home, or 
from abroad, they must sit still, and see their throats 
cut, or be hanged for high treason if they offer to 
defend themselves. Miserable condition! woful 
dilemma ! it is happy for us all, that the pretender 
was not apprised of this passive presbyterian princi- 
ple, else he would have infallibly landed in our 
northern parts, and found them all sat down in their 
formalities, as the Gauls did the Romun senators, 
rcadyto die with honour in their callings. Some- 
times to appease their indignation, we ventnre to 
give them hopes, that in such a case, the govemmetit 
will perhaps connive, and hardly be so severe to 
bang them for defending it, against the letter of the 
lawi to which they readily answer, that they will 
not lie at our mercy, but let us fight our battles our- 
selves. Sometimes we oSer lo get an act, by which, 
upon all popish insurrections' at honx, or popish in- 
vasion from abroad, the government shall be em- 
powered to grant commissions to all protestants 
whatsoever, without that persecuting circumstance of 
obliging them to say their prayers, when they receive 
the sacrament : but they abhor all' thoughts of occa- 
sional commissions i they will not do our drudgery, 
and we reap the benefit: it is not worib their while 
to fight pro aris el facts ; and th^ had rather * lose 

* HaJ raiirr — is a bid ungrammaiicil ptinie, cnpt inn 
WiiUut from inlgu tpanh. ii siioidd b« Slwaji, wwA/r^Ctiar. 
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their estates, liberties, religion, and Kvcs, than the 
pleasure of govemiBg. 

But to bring this discourse toward a conclusion : 
if the dissenters will be satisfied with such a tolera- 
tion by law, as has been granted them In England, I 
believe the majority of both bouses will fall readily 
in with it } farther it will be hard to persuade this 
house of commons, and perhaps much hardir the 
next. For, to say the truth, we make a mighty dif- 
ference here between suffering thistles to grow among 
us, and wearing them for posies. Weare fully con- . 
vinced in our consciences, that we shall always tole- 
rate them ; but not quite so fully, that tliey will al- 
ways tolerate us, when it comes to their tiim; and 
we arc the majority, and we are in possession. 

He who ai^ues m defence of a law in force, not 
antiquated or obsolete but lately enacted, is certainly 
on the saftr side, and may be allowed ' to point out 
the dangers he conceives to foresee, in the abrogation , 
of it. , 

For. if the consequences of repealing this clause 
should at snme time or otlicr enable the prfsbyteri- 
ans to work themselves up into the national church ; 
instead of nnitingprotesiants, it would sow etenial 
divisions among them. First, their own sects, which 
now lie dormant, would be soon at cuffs again with 
each other about power and preferment; and the 
dissientiag episcopaU, perhaps discontented to such a 
degree, as upon some fair unhappy occasion, would 
be able to shake the finucst loyalty, which none can 
deny theirs to be. 

Neither is it very diiEcult to conjecture, from some 
late proceedings, at what a rate this faction is likely 
to drive, wherever it gets the whip and the seat. 
They have already set up courts of spiritual judica- 

Theword, raiiir, tCindiin Clieplace of— morB wttlinglyj and 
wiaaUuiyonesayi ' they had mors wi11iD(lfkneU>dreMit«t}* 
Vo cenainly, it sbouU be, ' (bey maid inws wilIiD|l;,' ftc ;S. 

»3 



ture in open cootempt c^ the lavs : the^r send mis* 
sionsiries every where, without beiug invited, in 
order to convert ths church of KogUnd folks to 
Christianity. Tbey arc as vigihuit as I know wbo^ 
to attend persons op their deathbeds, and for purr 
potes mum alike. And what practices such prmci- 
plet as these (with maaj other that might be invidi- 
OQS to motion) may tpawn when they are Uid out 
to the lun, you may di^temiine at leisure. 

Lastly, Whether we are no entirely ture of their 
loyally upon the present foot of govenupcnt^ as yo^ 
jnay imagine their detractors make a qu^tion.wtuch 
however do^ii, I think, by no means affect the body- 
of dissenters } but the instance produced is, of somv 
among ihdr leading teachers in tbe north, who hav* 
ing refused the abjuration oath, yet continue their 
preaching, and have abundance of foUower^. The 
particulars are out of my head ; but the fact is no* 
torious enougB, and I believe has been published ; I 
think it a pity, it has not been remedied. 

Thus I have fairly given you, sir, my own opinion, 
as well as that of. a great majority in both bougef 
here, relating to this weighty affair : upon which I 
am confident you may securely reckon. I wiUleave 
you to Quke what usq of it you please. 

I am, with great respect, sir. 
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Thest Renwrks, thongh left nnfiniiihcd by the 
Dean, and but the slight prolusions of his strength, 
show how sincere, how able a champion he was of 
religion and the church •. W. B. 

* I>r.M(ntMwTiii4alt,b<iniaboi)t i(]7,becvne aconnnoncr 
of Lincoln CoUcic OslorJ, in i«ci| Kinot«] lo EscKr Col. 
ICEoiniiT*! ~iiilwuel«eie<IJelk>wof All Stmliin 1676. In 
l\it igign of Jamci II, Im declared liUBulf a H'onun C.-i'holic, 
bol afierwird renimncttl ihic religion. He grenllj dininsi>i<bail 
himielf hy two f/mom werlt!, Fir«, ■' Tin KiElm of »• 
ChiisLian Churcli uferted," in 1706. THisboolt, niwaj ex- 
p::tej, nude a great iH)i«, and net with manf an«wermi 
ann.i.g Kther), tl caereiKd ihe pen of Dr. Swift, in Iheie jo- 
dicioiK Remark J, Dr. Tiddal puhlished a defence of ii in 17091 
Hi'icli uiili lilt bo.k iddf, the boiiH of commons ordered (o 
be boijii bj [he hin|in>D, Much t$, 1710. Tlie ethM ft- 
moii< www nf Dr. Tiodal wa", " Clitiilianiiir k oW as the Cre- 
a'ion,'" puhliihe.! in ijjo. The Ant wu wfiiien i^ainit ih« 
Cbarf^, ihii zgaiDd RoveUtion ) 10 lUaE^ if (hit Auhnr'i prin- 
Ciple; and <lnigns Hid (akcH plice, hit plan would have been 
compleaEed bj ihc des'nictioD of botlt. Beililes iliete i wd inpoi - 
lam worka, he wrnie 1 gieai ninnber of tmaller piecct on civil 
and leliginiu Ulxrir. He died m Auiusi 171^1 and Ibnugh he 
waiatuuc 7; years of age when hepublifhed hit " CliriUianilf 
■B old a^i llie Crracion," jeL he left a leeoii.i volume of Ihtt 
work in manuscript, by way of tepljr to all hii ansnereni 
the pnblicaiioD of uhlch was prciwnted by Bp. Gibun. He 
wj- inditpnfablr a mail of great reaioning powers, and »ery 
lufKclent leirning; and Chruiiaot might have wiahed wlthrea- 
100, tliat he had emplojed his talents to a beiier purpose. N. 

f Who Till 
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BEFORE I enter upon a particular examination 
of this treatise, it wilt be convenient to do two 

Rrst, To eive wme account of the author, to- 
gether with the motives that might probably engage 
him in such a work. And, 

Secondij, To discover the nature and tendency in 
general, of the work itself. 

The first of these, although it has been objected 
aeainst, seems highly reasonable, especially in books 
tnaC instil pernicious principles. For, ^though a 
book is not intrinsically much better or worse, ac- 
cording to the stature or complexion of the author, 
yet when it happens to make a noise, we are apt, 
and curioas, aa in other noises, to look about from 
whence it comes. But however, there is something 
more in the matter- 

[f a theolf^ical subject be well handled by a lay- 
man, it is better received than if it came from a di- 
vine ♦ : and that for reasons obvious enough; which' 
although of little weight in themselves, will ever have 
a great deal with mankind. 

But when books are written with ill intentions!, to 
advance dangerous opinions, or destroy foundations ; 
it may be then of real wse to know firom whatqoarter 
they come, and. go a good way toward their confuta- 
tion. For instance, if any man «hould write a book 
against the lawfiihiess of punishing felony with 

* The excellcDt trealiie of Mr. Wett on the Raturrcclion, 
Ihil of Inrd Lrtleltnn on ihe Connrfion of St. P^ul, aad ihs 
Cm jecinrO on Ihs New TeiUmenE by Mr. Bowyer, will 
affjrti nmarkabla pruob of iltN oi " 
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death ; and upon inquiry, the -author 'shoold bc 
found in Newgate, uqder condemnation for robbing 
a house ; bis argnmcDts would, not very unjustly, 
lose much of their force, from ihe circuiu stances he 
lay under. So, when MLiton writ Lis book of di- 
vorces, it was presently rejected as an occasional 
treatise j because every body knew, he liad a shrew 
fi>r hjs -wile. Neither can there be any iraum ima- 
l^ued, why be might not, uftcr he was blind, h^ve 
writ another upon the danger and inconvenierice of 
eyas. Bui it is a piece of Ic^iclt which will hardly- 
pass on the world, that because one man has a sore 
nose, iherefore all the town should put plasters upon 
theirs. So, if this treatise about the rights of the 
church should prove to be the work of a man steady 
in bis principlea, of esact mcials, and profound 
learning, a true lover of his country, and a hater of 
Christianity, as what he really believes to bc a cheat 
upon mankind, whom be would undeceive purely 
for their good ; it might be apt te check unwary 
men, even of good dispositions toward religion. 
But, if it bc found the production of a man sourei] 
-with age and misfortunes, together with the coosci* 
onsncBs of past miscarriages i ofonc, who, inbopea 
' of preferment, was reconciled to the popish religion ; 
of one, wholly prostitute in life and principloB, and 
only an enemy to relig^ion, becaiue it condemns 
them : In this case, and tbb last I find is the uni- 
versal opinion, bc ia likely to have few prosel^tesi 
beside those, who, from a sense of their vitious lives, 
require to bc perpetually supplied by such amiue^ 
ment9 as thisj which serve to flatter their wishe^t 
and debase their understandings. 

I know there are some who would fain have it, 
that this discnurse was, written by a club of fiee- 
thinkersj among whom the supposed author only 
came In for a share. But, sure, we cannot judge so 
meanly of any party, without Wonting the dignity 
of mankind. If ttus be so, and if ber^lM^t^e pro* 
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duct of all their qaotat and cotUributious, we must 
needs dlow, that frecthinkiog i« a dime confiDcd and 
liiDlied talent. It i« true indeed, the whole du- 
coone seems to be a motlej, inconsiitent compoai- 
tion, made up of rarioiu shreds of equal finenera, 
although of different colours. It is a bundle of in- 
-tx>lierent maxims and anertioas, that frequcad)' de- 
strof ooe auolher. But still there is the same flat- 
us of thought and st^le i the same weak advmocfl 
toward wit and raillery; the same petulancy and 
perbKSs of spirit} the saioe train of superficial read- 
ing; the same threadbare quotation; 'the same af- 
fectation of forming general rules upon false and 
scabty premises. And lastly, the same vapid venom 
Bprinijcd over the whole; which, like the dying 
impotent lute of a trodden benumbed snaiLe, may be 
nanseous and offensive, but cannot be very daifep< 

And indeed, I am so far from thinking this libel 
tobelioni of several fathers, that it has been the 
wfHideicf GCveial others, as weJl as myself, bow it 
waa possible for ai^ man, who appears to bare gone 
the common circle of academical education; who 
has taken so universal a liberty, and has so eaCireiy 
laid aside all regards, txit only of Christlanih', but 
cotnnuMi truth and justice ; one who is dead to ojl 
sense of diame, and «sc)ns to be past the gottijig or 
losing of a repotation, should, with so many.advan> 
tf^es, and. upon so nnlimitnd a tiibj«ct^ oook out 
with W poor, so jqune a preductwn. Should we 
pt^, or be nmaaed at so pervene a talent, wfaich, 
inscead of qBalifying an author to give* new turn lo 
-old matter, diipoaes bisa quite * contrary to talk in 
an old beaten trivial manner upon topics wholly 
aew^ to nuke BOitnany salliet into pedantry with- 
eat a caH, upon a sul^oct tfac most ^u, and is the 

'* Tliii is nMgian)iiiiir it ■bonMtie'Cbt'adfM'b fauienl of -fta 
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very moments he is decLiiming agaiasC it, and in an 
age too, where it is so violently exploded, especially 
amoDg those readers be proposes to t-ntertaiii ? 

I know it will be said, that this is only to talk in 
the commnn style of an answerer ; but 1 have not so 
little policy. It' there were any hope of reputation 
or merit from such victory, 1 should be apt, like 
others, to ciy up the courage and conduct of an 
enemy. Whereas to detect the veakneag, the malice, 
tbe sophistry, the talsehood, the ignorance of such a 
writer, requires little more than to rank his peifec- 
lions in such an order,- and place them in such a 
light, that the commonest reader may foriH a judg- 
ment of than. 

It may still be a wonder bow so heavy a book, 
written upon a subject in appearance so little in- 
■tructive or diverting) should survive to three editions, 
and consequently lind a better reception ihan is 
usual with siich bulky s[Hritless vdumes ; and this, 
in an age, that pretends so soon to be nauseated with 
what is tedious and dull. To which I can only re- 
turn, that, as burning a book by the common hang- 
man, is a known expedient to make it sell; so, to 
write a book that deserves such treatment, is another". 
And a third, perhaps as e&eciual as either, is to 
ply an insipid, worthless tract, with grave and 
' learned answers, as Dr. Hickes, Dr. Potter, and Mr. 
Wotton have done. Such perfomibncee, however 
commendable, have glanced a reputation upon tlie 
piece; which owes its life to the strength of those 
bands and weapons that were raised to destroy it ; 
like flinging a mountain upon a worm, which in- 
stead of being bruised, by the advantage of its little- 
ness, lodges under it unhurt. 

Butneither is thisall. For the subject, as unpro- 
mising as it Jieems at &nt view, is no leu than that of 
Lucretius, to free men's minds from tbe bondage of 
religion; aod this, not by Uitle hints and by piece- 
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meal, afiec the manner of those little atheislical 
nacts that steal into die worid, but in a thorough 
wfiolesale manner; by maiing rrligion, church, 
Chmtianity, with all their contomitanK, a perfect 
conrrivance of the civil power. Jt is an imputaliwi 
often charged on this sort of mei>, that, by their in- 
Tcctivea against rdigtiiti they can piwsibly propose 
no other end than that of fortifying themselves and 
others- against the repratchesofa viiionslite; it being 
necessary for men of liberrine practices, to erabrace 
libertine principles, or elsetbey cannot act inconsist- 
ence with any reason, or ptesene any peace <if mind. 
Whether such authcH^ have this design (whereof I 
tlrink they have never goiie about to acquit ihem- 
*chres) thus much is certain } that no other use is 
matte of soch writings : Neither did i ever hearthis ■ 
antlior's book justified by aoy person, either whig or 
torjr, except such who are of that profligate charac- 
ter. And I believe, whoever eKamiues it. will be 
of thesameopinion'i although indeed such wretches 
arc so numerous, that it seems rather surprising, why 
die book has had no more editions, than why it 
■bould have so many. 

Having thus endeavoured to satisfy the curious 
with some account of this author's character, let us 
examine what might porbably be the motives to en- 
gage him in such a work; X shall say oothiog of 
the principal, which is a sum of money; because 
Char is not a mark to distinguish him from any other 
trader with the press. I will say nothing of revenge 
and malice, from reseolinent of the indignities and 
contempt he has undergone for his crime of apoi- 
tacy. Toihis passion he has thought fit to sacrifice 
order, propriety, discretion, and common sense, as 
may be seen in every p^e of his book : but I am 
deceived, if there were not a third motive qg power- 
ful as the other two; and that is, vanity. About 
the latter eiuk of king James's tcign, be bad almost 
vol.. ly. ,9 - . - , • 
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fitiiibed H Jeamed diKOone in defence of the cJi^nvft 
of RcMiK, and to jiutify hit conversioa : all H^ch, 
upon the RevohitJca; was quite out of reason. Har- 
ing thus .pFOStitudcd bis Fepatatioa, and at. once 
mined hii nopes, he had no coune left, but to show 
his spite against religion in genera I j Ihe false prc» 
teoiicHU to vbicfa bad proved !>a destnictive to lus 
credit and fortune : and at tbe same time, loth to 
,anp]oy the apeculations of so manj yca^s to no pur- 
pose; by an easy tnro, the sanie argiiments he had 
made uae of to advance popery, were full as. pro- 
perly levelled by him gainst Christianity itself; 
like the image, whicb,.wfaileit wasiiew and hand' 
some, Ava« 'warehipped for .a saint ; and whoi it 
came to be old and broken, was .still good enongb 
to make a tolerable devil. And therefore, «veiy 
reader will observe, that the argatoents for pppeiy 
are much the strongest of any in his book, as ifhsU 
farther remark when 1 find them in my.wajr. 

There is one circuiuBtance in hia titlepage, wkic& 
I take to be not amiss, where lie qalls his .book, 
" Part tbe First," This is a project to fright ^ynf 
answerers, and make tbe poor advocates for rciigioo 
believe, he still keeps ferther vcngeawre in jjettp. It 
mast be allowed, tie has not wholly k>st lime while 
be was of the Itcnnish communion. This very trit^ 
he learned from his old father, tbe pope; whose 
ctKMm it is la lift up his hand, and threaten to lij]- 
nainaK, wben be nesermeant to shoot )us bolts; be- 
cause Ihc princes of Chritlendom had .learned tbe 
secret to avoid or riesfaae them. Dr. :Hiclces knew 
this very wdl, aod therefore, in faja atHw«r to this 
" BookofRigfcts,"wbewasaeQodpartisllireateiie^, 
lite a rash peieoa he desperately cties, " Let. it 
come." £ut [, vho hare too much phlegm to pro- 
voke angiy wiU of his atandant, mist ttil the au- 
thor, that the doctor plays tbe wag, as jf he w^re 
.snreitwcFcaUgdniaoe.- Fcr my pait;, I d^cjare^ if 
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te writes a ammd part, I will not write another ' 
answei ; <»- if I do, it iball be publislied before the 
tUhcT part cornea out. 

Tfam; may have been another raotire, althouf^ it 
be hardly credilde, both for publiEhing this work,. 
aad tEreatemng m seoond part : it ia aoon conceived 
Ikiw far the aeiue of a man's vanity will transport 
hini. This man muBt have somewhere heard, that 
dKigerous enemies bare been often bribed to ailence 
viti) money or prcfennent .- And there&te to show 
W)wfanBidablehe is, behas^biiElied hi* first easajj) 
and in ht^ies of hire to be quiet, has frighted us witn 
Us design of another. What nttut the clerg/ do ia 
these unhappy cnrcumstancci? If they should bestow 
this man bread enough to stop lus mouth, it will 
hit open those of a hnndrod more, who arc every 
wtdt as wellqua!i£cd torajl ashe. And truly, when 
1 aumpatc the former enemies to Christianity, sacb 
atSoonus, Hobbes, aad&pin«ea, with iucbo£ their 
KDosssors, asl'oland, Asgyll, Coward; CKldon, tbia 
nthdr a£ the Rights, and some otheTs ; the ciiuccb 
appears to mehhe the «cl[ old iion in the fable, wbo^ 
al»r having hts persoo odtraged tif the btlt, ths 
elephant, the horsei and the bear, took nothing bo 
Bincb to heart as tofiudhimself at ksl insulted by 
llw gponi of an ais. 

I witt now add a. few words, to give the reader 
noB general notion of the nature and teodetuy of 
Ibe work itself. 

I think I may assert without the least partialis, 
tiot it is a treatise wiKitly devoid of wit or learamg. 
rader the naost violent and weak endeavours and 
fietelicea to both. That it is replenished throughout 
«^h bold, rude, improbable ialsehoods, and gross 
MivinterpretatioDs ; and sQpportcd by the most im- 
podent sophistry, and false L^ck, I have any where 
dMerred. To this he has added a paltry, trathtional 
cant of prieslrid and priestcraft^ without reason or 
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pretext as be applies it. Aiid when he rails attticNe 
doctrincsia piipcry.. (which iw . prcilcstarit w?s ewer 
supposed to believe) he leads the leader, Itoweiwr.- 
by the hand, (o make applications against the h-ag- 
li.sh clcrey i and then he never fails tu triumph, aa 
if he bad made a very shrewd and ootablc stroke. 
And because tlie court and kingdom seem di^poeei 
to moderation with r^ard to disitentcrs, more per- 
ha{» than is agreoabte to the hot unreasonable tem- 
per of some raistalcen men among nsj therefbi^ 
tyider the shelter of that popular opinion, he rtdi- 
cujes all that is tioand in reii^on, even CbrisUaiuV 
itsrif, under the naniet of jaoobile, taekers, bigk 
church, and other terms of factious jai^<»i. AH 
which, if it were to be first rased from hit book (sm 
just so much of nothing to the purpose) how Utife 
wouM remain to give the trouble of an answer 1 lb 
which let tne add, that the spirit, or genius, wtucla 
animates the uhole, is plaiuly perceived to be na> 
thing else but liie abortive malice of an old neglectaA 
man, who baa long tain under the estremea of ub- 
loquy, poverty, nodcontempl, that have loured iws 
temper, and made him fearteiis. But where is tlie 
ii»eri< of being bidd, to a man that is secure of hn- 
punity to his person, and is past apprehension of anf 
thing else ? He that has neither reputation imk 
bread, has very little to lose, and hai iherefoie as ' 
little to fear. And as it is usually said, " Whoever 
Tallies not his own life, is master of auniher man's jT 
to ihere is something like it in reputation : Hethtt 
is wholly loit to all regards of truth or motjesly, m^ 
scatter so much calumny and scandal, that ion» 
part may perhaps be taken up befbre it fall lo liu 
grounil; because'the ill talcfit of ihe world is sud, 
ihai those who will be at pains enough to inform 
themselves in a-maUciuiis story, will take none at 
sU to be undeceived, uay, will be apt with lome te^ 
luctance to admit n favourable truth. 



er THE CHRLtSTIAN CHURClt. SS 

. To eiposluUte. thdrefoni, with thin antlior for 
doiag nubdiief to rdigkin, is to strew bis beO vr'nh 
TDKs; be will reply in triumph, that [his washisilc- 
agD ; and 1 xa loth to mortify him, by asserttng he 
bas doae iione at all- For I never yet. saw «o pow 
■n atfacistical scribble, which would not serve as 3 
twig fw.sinking libertines to catch Ht. It muiit be 
aUewed. is their behalf, that the faith of Christians is 
DOtasagraiuofmuslanlseedtncomparisouofdieirs, 
vhicb can- remnvc tucb oMuDtaiDs nf absurdities, 
and Bubniit with »o entire a resignation to such 
■ptMttcft. Jf these mcD had any share of that reason 
mef pretend to, they would retire into Cbriitianity, 
merely to give it ease. And therefore men can 
never be continned in such doctrines, until they are 
confirmed in tbcir vices i which last, as we have al- 
ready «ibserved, is the princi])sl design of this, and 
atl Mhei writers, gainst revealed religion. 

I am now opening the book which 1 propose to 
exaraiao -, an empkiyraeiit, ai it in entirely new to me, 
so it is that to which, ot' all others, I have naturally 
thegreaiest antipathy. And indeed, who can dwell 
vpoa a tedious piece of insipid thinking,- and &1se 
Tttuoaing, so long at I am likely to do, without 
sharing the infection ? 

But, before 1 plunge into the depth* of the book 
ilsdf, I must be forced to wade through the shallows 
of a long preface. 

This prel^ce, large as we lee it, is only made up of 
such supernumerary argiunetits against an indepeo* 
dent power in the church, as he could not, without 
nauseous repetition, scatter into the body of his book^ 
and it is detached, like a forlorn hope, to blunt the 
ettemy's sword that intends to attack him. Now, I 
tliink, it will be easy to prove, that the opinioa of 
iDfperium in imperio^ in the sense, be charges it upon 
the clergy of England, is what no one divine of any 
rc^tatioQ, and very few at all, didever maintsiu ;, and 
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that Uirir auiversal seAtiment ia thh matter If taSi, 
3K few protMtanta did ever dispute. But if theaiitbiHr 
of the Kegflle, or two or three more *«cure vrilefs, 
have carried any pdnts farther tttan ScripOUe tiaA 
reason will allow (which ts more than I know, orvbtf 1 
(toublc myself to inqnire) the clerg;f of EDglamdiii no 
more aniwcrable for those, than the laity is fot all tb<? 
fiAly anil impertinence of thu treatise. And cbetv-^ 
fore, that people may not be amiHcd, ot iMiA thi4 
man b somewhat, that be bas advanced or defmded 
anyoppreiBedtnitbi.or overthrown any growtn|^ dan- 
gerous errouts, I will set in at clear a Ught as I can, 
what 1 conceive tobe held by the established clergy, 
and all twason able protnitanti in tbla mottfr. 

Every body knows and allows, that in all govern- 
ment ihan ii an' absolute, unKfnited, legisl^ivO' 
power; wbkfa i«Driginal)y inthebodyoftbepeople, 
although, by custom, cont^uest, usurpation, (« other 
accidents, sdmetitnes liilleii into the nandt of otie, or 
a few. This in England is placed io the tbrae eataUf 
(otherwise called the two hoosea of parilanietit) in 
conjunctioDwiththekuig, AndwhatevM'theypleHe 
to enact, or to repeal in the tettted forms, whether K 
be ecclesiastical or civil, immedHitely becomes tew,OT 
nullity. Thdr decrees may be agaiJKt equity, tratb, 
leason, andrd^^, butdieyare not against law: 
because law is l}^ will of the luprane legtslaTure, ittt 
that is themselves. And there is no manner of doubt 
but the same authority, wlwaevcT it jtienses, may 
Hbolish Cbnstianity, aud set up the Jewish, Ma' 
liometan, or heathen religion. In short, they may 
it)-miy tMi tig -With iu the compass of human power. 
And rheoetbre, who wiN dispute that the s^me jaw, 
nrhich ''deprived the church not only of lands, mis' 
ip^ed to sapeiatitiout uses, but rrentlie tUhea mti 
glebes (t£e ancteot and iKcessary supjiort of parTeb 

Eiests) mar take away all the rest, w4»eaeveT ti»a 
wgivan please, aod make Ifae pricstbood as piiisi* 
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tfm. a this writer, or others o£ bis Etsmp, can 

Biit 83 the supreme power can cerbunlr do ten 
HicNtennd things incnv uiam It ougbt, so there are 
aerenil things which aoato pMif>le may think it can 
do* eltliough H reallf cannot. For it unfottunately 
k^Kns^ thM edieU ^hich cannot be executed -wiU 
Bot slter the natnrv of things. So, rf a king nmt 
pMliament sboald please to enact, tltM a woman wlio 
ku been a month married is virgnintacta, would that 
acRRilty Kstore her to her primitire Mate > \( Sm 
■Bpreme power sbouM rwolre a oorpora) of dragoonf 
to be a dortor of divinity, law, orpliy»ick,-few, Ibe-i 
Keve, Would trust their ^oals, fofttines, -or bodies, to 
Us directioil ) bocanse thmt power n neither At to 
jsdgs or teach those qualificattoCH which xrn at»o- 
fcitt^ty ncceMary to the sererat {H^fes^iona. Put the 
case, that walking on the slaclc rope were the only 
kient reqiurod by an act of paHiament for making a 
nan a bishop; no doubt, wheo a man liad done bis 
feat of activity in form, be might sit in the house of 
lords, put na hia robes and his rochet, go down to 
bis palace, receive and spend his rents; but it re- 
hires very little Christianity to believe this tumbler 
to be one wliit marc a bishop than be was before, 
teoauae the taw ofGod has otbei^*ise decreed; whldi 
fer, aMmugh a ntrtioD may revise to recdve, it caii- 
■Bt alter io it* own nature. ' 

And here h'es tlie mistake of this superficial man; 
Jiho it not fthle to distinguiEj) between what the ci- 
»3 power can hinder, aini what it can do. " If tho 
puiiament can annul ecclesiastical lawK, they muut 
be able to make them, since no greater power is 
D-quired for one tjian the other."* See preface, p. 8. 
I'liii cuuse<]uenoe lie repeals above twenty times, 
and always In the wrong. He affects to form a 
few words into the shape and size of a masim'i 
thou uiu it by bis «ar, aad according at he likeS 
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the sonoil or cadence, prpnounccs it true. 
I stand over a man with a great pde, and hrndcr 
him from making a watch, although I am not abte 
to make one myeclfi If I have strength enoogk 
to knock a man on the head, does it follow I caiv 
raise hin] to lite again ? The parliamCDt may con- 
di^ma all the Greek and Unman authors ; can it 
tiierefoie create new ones in their stead? They mar 
make Uws, indeed, and call them cqnon and ecclen- 
astiral lawit, and oblige all men to obierve ihem un- ' 
dcr paid of high treason. And so ma/ I, who love 
as well as any man to have in my own family tbe 
power hi the last resort, take a turnip, then tie m 
string to it, and call it a watch, and [am awaytdl 
tpy servants, if they refuse (o call it so too. 
, For m_v own part, I- must conteis that (his opi- 
nion of the independent power of the church, or 
impeiiuBt in imperio, wherewith ihis writer raise» 
such a diut, is .what I never imagined to be of afl|r 
cun^goeuce, ntter once heard disputed among div 
villi;;!., nor remember to have read, otherwise than 
3s a scheme in one or two autliors of middle rank, 
but with very httle weight laid on iL And I dars 
believe, there is hardly one divine in ten that ever 
once thought of thi« matter. Yet to see a large 
swelling volume written only to encounter this doc- 
trine, what could one tliink less, than that the wh<4a 
body of the clei^y were perpetually tiririg the preat 
and the pulpit with nothing ebe i 
' J remember some years ago a virtuoso writ a small 
tract about wuims, proved iliem to be in more placet 
ttun was generally observed, and made some disco- 
venes by glasses. This having met with some re- 
ception, presently the poor man's bead was full of 
nothing but worms { all we eat aiKl drink, all the 
whole consistence of human bodies, and those of 
every other animal, the very air we breathed, in short, 
ail nature throughout wa£ nothing but worms : anil. 
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hf tbat lytteta, be ioived all diiBoiltiesj and from 
ibence all eamea in phtlosojihjr. Thus it baa isred 
inlb wu author, and his indrpendeQt power. Tiie 
attack, against occaeional confarmity, the scarcity of 
cofiee, the invasioa of ScMland, the loss of kenteyt 
aodnaiTow ckAbs, the death of king 'WiUiam, the 
autfabr!^ biriiin^ papi>^t for prefernmnt, the toss of 
the battle of Almaoza, with ten thousand utiier 
laisfonuoes, are all owing .to ihiv i^p^rium in 



tmptrut. 
It wiU be t] 



e therefore iKcetury to «et this matter in 
4 clear ]%ht, by inquiring whcttier the clergy have 
any power indepenaent of the civil, and of what 
nature it i». 

Whenever the ClirifitiaD rebgion wa«etubraced bjr 
the civil power in any nation, tliere ii no-doubt but 
the magistrates and aenntcs were fully iuHtrncted in 
the nxtinsents of it. Besides, the Christians were sa 
wimerouii, and their wur^ip so open before the caa- 
Tersioa of princes, that their discipline, as well as 
doctrine, could not ba a aecret : they saw plainly a 
mbordi nation of ecd elastic ks, bisliops, prieste.^nd 
beacons : that these hid certain powers and em- 
pk^ments different from the laity : that the bishops 
were coniccta ted, and set apart for that otKce by 
t£iose of their own order : that the presbyters and 
ieixiam w4re differently set apwt, ^ways by the 
biehops r that none but the ecclesia'iticks presumed 
tftpray or preach in places set apart for God's wur- 
^p. or to adnunsier the Lord's sup)>er : that all 
^pKstions, relating either to discipline or doctrine, 
were determined, in ecclei^asiical convenlLons. Tlie^e 
and the like doctrine* and practices, being nu>st u£ 
them dir.ectly proved, aod the rest,' by very fair eon- 
KGuence, deduced froin the words of out Saviour 
ai4 his apostles, were certainly received as a divine 
law, by cv'ery prince or state which admitted tha 
Cbnstian leligioa: and cou^queully, whut tlity 
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could not justly alter afterward, my tnote tbail'tbe»- 
common laws of nature. And tberefore, allboagb 
die Euprerae power can liindCT tlie clergy cr cburch 
from msking any new canoni^ oreKocutingtbeoid; 
from consecrating biithapi, or refase tbo«e tbatthn^ 
do consecrate ; or, in 4hoit, fnan perfonning az^ 
ecdcsiiistical otSnx, as they tnftyftam eating, drink- 
ing, uid sleeping i yet they cannot tJiemselves ]>er- 
I'orni tkose officeo, which are atsigned to the clergy bf 
our Saviour and his apostles t or, if they do, iC iji 
not according to the divine iilstitution, and oonae- 
quently, twII and void. Oar Saviour tells tXp 
" His kingdom is not of this world}" .and tiKrefoFC;, 
to be sure, the wtH'ld is not of bis kiogdom; nor can 
ever please him by int^^enng in the administtvtioa 
of iti since he has appointed ministers of his otni, 
and has empowered and iiutnicted them for> ihaC 
purpose: wlhatlbeiievctbeclergy, who.ashesaya, 
are good dt dib-Linguiihing, would tiilak it reascm- 
able to distinguish between their power, and the 
liberty of exercising this -power. 'He former they 
daioi imraediatf^ irom Christ ; and the latter, Irotn 
the permission, cfflinivance, or authori^ of the <^il 
guvemment; with which tbedcrgy's power, aocord- 
ing to die solution J have given, cannot fOssiUy 
inteijere. 

But, this writer, «ettitig up to' form a sjWeiA 
upon flOle, scanty topicks, and a narrow circle a# 
thought, l^ts into a thousand absurdities. Atid for 
a fartho' help, he has a talent of rattling Ont pbrmee^ 
which seem to have sense, but have none at all r 
the usual fate of tboso who are ignorant of die fore* 
and c(»iipasS of words, withoilt which, it is impbsu* 
ble for a man to ^irrite either pertinently, or luteU- ' 
gibly, upon the most obvious eubjectB. 

So, in the beginning Of his [ire&ce, pdge 4, kv ' 
Says, "The church of England, being eatablisbed 
by actsofpadiamant, isapwfectciettunoftheciv^ 
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■fmrert 1 metn the polity and disciFdine a[ it, and 
tt u thai which makes ail the coiiteation; for -as (u 
liie doctricea rapre»ed in the articles, I do uot iiiid 
iiigb ctiurci) to bo is any maoDer of pain; but 
they who lay claim to most ortln>dosy can di^Uu- 
guish themselves oat of them." It is observable 
in this author, that his style is naturally harsh and 
ingrateftil to the e», and bia expreuioug atcan and 
triTial; but -wheocver he goes about to polish a pe- 
riod, you may . be certain (d uaae gross defect m 
. ptppriety or mesDing: bo, the lines juK. quoted, 
jBcwa to run eaaily over tlte tongue ; and uimn exami- 
oation, they sire perfect nontense and blunder : to 
tpeak in hi> own borrowed phrase, what is con- 
tained in the idea of established } Surely,, not exiit- 
ence. .CoeaeatabUshmeRtgive being loathing? He 
might hare said the saioe thing of Chrittianity in 
general, or the existence oi God, cioce both are co»- 
tvpied by acts of parliament- But, the best b be< 
bind >' for, IB the next line, baving,nained the church 
half a doKea timet hefare, he now says, he rotiaas 
aoty. the polity and discijitiue of it: as if, having 
tpoKen in praise of the art of physick, a man should 
csjdain himself, that he meant only the instilutinn 
nf a college of physicians into a president and fet- 
tow9. And tt wiH appear, that this author, how- , 
ever »wsed in flie pramice, has gnftsiy transgressed 
■ thii mles of nonsense f whose proper^ it is neither 
to a£mi nor deny) since every visible assertion ga- 
thered'from those few lines is absolutely false : tor, 
where was tlie Mtoessiiy of excepting the doctrines 
repressed jji the ar titles, since thesearc equally crea- 
lurci of the civil iwwer, having been established by 
icti of parliament as well as the others ? But, the 
churcli a£ Knglamcl is no ere*ture of the civil power, 
either as tu its poliiy, -ttr doctrines. The funoamen- ■ 
tds of botl> wore dedoced from Gtiri« -and Jiis apofr- 
dci,' and ilic instractlons-of the ^ar^rt andeailicst 
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ages ; and 'were received as such by ihoK princri <fr 
etMfti wIk> embraced Cliriatianity, whatever prudm- 
UjI additinns have been made to the former by hu- 
man laws, wbirtt alone can be justly altered or 
annulled by them. 

What J ha*e already said would, I think, be a 
Eofiicient answer to his whole pre&ce, and indeed to 
the greatcHt part of his book, which is wltolly tumod 
u(>Mj battering down a sort of independent power 
ill the dprgf; which few or none of them ever 
clain^ed tir defended. But there being certain pecu- 
liarities in ibiif preface, that very much set oa the 
wit, the learning, the raillery, reawnihg, and nin- 
cerity of the author; I shall take notice nf some of 
them, as 1 pass. 

But here, I hope, it will not be expected, that I 
(bould bestow remarks upoi] every passage in this 
book, (hat ii liable to exception for ignorance, ftttic- 
hood, duliie^s, or. malice. Where lie is so insipid, 
that nothing can be struck out for the reader's ett- 
■ tertainment, I shall observe Horace's rule : 

(jutr desperes traclata nitescere posse, relinquas *. 
Upon which account I shall fay nothing of that great 
instance of liis candour and judgment in relation to 
Dr. Siillingflect, who (happening to lie under his 
displeasure upon the fat^ test of imflerittm in imperiq} 
is high (hurcb and jacobite, took the oatbi of al< 
legiauce to save him from the gallows f., and sub- 
scribed the arcides only to kc^ bis pretemient: 

* " Attfnl b« koowi each cncanutaiiM 'o Irave, 

Wbish Hill nM grace iDdornaiIHntr«c«l<e," FnAaci. 

f fa|B (, hequoici hiihop Siillingflest't *injicaiuin ot the 
' Joclrine oflhe Tiiuity, »hcr» llie bishop styt, th»t a man miglit 
be nif tight in the belief af an nrticlc, ihoitgh miitakeo in the 
■XpliMlfMi <rf il. Upon which Tindal nhiervet : " ThaM idmi 
triM 1" ul'cln SI Ihey do the oith of allsgiancfia wbi«h, ihif 
^■ri uhligai ibctn WiC ictiully to anlu the govcnniant, hu< lo 
da nothing agaiiut ii ; that is, ootbing thai wotiA brinj ibua 
to lh< callowfc" Otli'tal, 
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•'wheros tbe cfaaractn of that prelate is ohiversally 
-known to Lave been directly the reveisc of what thii 
writer gives him. 

fiut, before be can a,ttcn)pt to nun this damnabk 
opiuion of two independent powers, he tdli us, 
page 6, "It will be necessary to aliow what is con- 
lained in tbe idea of government." Now, it is to 
be understuod, that this refined, w:^ of speaking 
was introdueed by Mr Locke ; after whom the 
author limps as fast as be i« able. All the former 
philosophers in tlie worid, from the age of Socrates 
to ours, would have igiiorantly put the question, 
Quid eat i-aiperittm? But now, it seems, we mnst 
vary our jMtrase: and since our modem improve 
nient af human understaniiiiig, instead of desiring 
a philosopher to describe or define a mouse-trap, or 
tell me what It is ; I must gravely ask, what is con- 
tained ill the idea of a mouse-trap I But then to 6b- 
serve-how deeply this new way of putting questions 
to a man's self u'akes him enter into the nature, of 
tilings i his present business is to show ii3> what is 
contained iu the idea of govcrnmcTit. The com- 

EDy knows nothing of the matter, aitd would gladly 
instructed} which he does in the following 
words, p.'C 

" It would be in vain for odc intelligent being to 
pretend to set rules to the actions of another, if 
he had it not in his power to reward the compli- 
ance with, orpuniihthe deviatioas from his rules, 
by some good, or evilj which is not the natural 
consequence of those actions i since the forbidding . 
men to do or forbear an action, on the account c£ 
that convenience or inconvenience which attends 
it, whether he who forbids it will or uo. can be no 
more than advice." 

I shall not often draw such long quotations as 
this, which I couid not forbear to o<fer aa a speci- 
men of the propriety and penpiciuty of this autoori 
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Btjte. And iadeed, whals light breaks out upon nv 
all, :as loon as we hnve read Asse words thaw tho- 
roughly are we instructed in the whole natuie'of go- 
vcrament! wfant migb^ truths are here discovered i 

.and. how clearly conveyed to our understand tog ! 
and tlierefbre, let tu melt this refined jargon into 
the old itjlt: for the improfcmGDt of such who are 
liot e&ough conversant in the new. 

If the author were one who used to talk like one 
of UB, he would have spoke in this manner; ** I 
think it neerssary to give a full and perfect ^iefini- 

.tion of govemaient, such as will ^w the nattire 
and all the properties of it ; and my defiuuion is 
t Ii as : One man will never cure another of steaUng 
horses, merely by minding 'him of the pains he has 
taken, the cold he has goti-^bd the ilue-leatber be 
has lost, in Jtealii^that bwse; nay, to warti him, 

-that the horse may kickor ding-hiin, or cost him 
more than he is vorthin har and oats, can be no more 
than advice. For, the gallows is not the natural ef- 
fect -of robbing on the highway, as heat is of fire; 

,and therefore, if wu will govern a man, you must 
find out. some other way Of -pDuishlnent than what 

;he will iufiict upon himself." 

Or, if this will not do, let ua try it in ano^er 
case (which I instBncedbefore)andkilusown terms. 

Su^Mte he had thought it necessary (and Ithink it 
was as msah so a« the other) to show us what b 

■contained. iatboideeof a moaie<tiSp, he must 'have 
proeceded in these tnrmst " It would be in vain for 

'«n inteUigeaC being to set roles for hindering a 
noouac from «ating hisdiecso, unless he can inflict 
upon that, tnouse some punishment, which is not 

•the natural covseqiMiice of eating the cbeeso. Fan, 
to tell her, it may he heavy ou her stomadi,' that she 
wiHgrov too big to gat back into hariide, ■rind, the 

•like, can be no mm« than advice; therefore, we 

4iuut find out spnu my of putualj^g her, which 
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liaj mwe inconveniences than she wUlevct suffer b^ 
the mere eating of cheese." After this, who la So 
slow of understanding, as not to have in his mind a 
full and complete idea of a mmixe-trap ? Well. — The 
Freethinkers may talk what they please of pedantiy, 
and cant, and jargon of schooknen, and insigniA': 
cant terms in the writings of the clergy, if ever the- 
most perplexed and perpleiing foUotver ofAristotle, 
from Scotus to Suarez, could be a match for this 
author ! > 

But the strength of his arguments is etjnal to ths 
clearness of his definitions. For, having most igno- ■ 
rantly divided government into three parts, whereof . 
the first contains the other two; he attempts to 
prove thai the clergy possess none of tliese by a- 
divine right. And he argues thus, p. vii. •' As to 
a legislative power, if that belongs to 4he' clergy 
by divine right, it must be when i hey are as-' 
sembled in convocatkoi t but the i jth Hon, -VIII, 
c, 19, Es a bar to any such divine right, because 
that act makes it no less than a pnemBnire for 
tliena, so mach as to . meet witlraut the king's 
writ, ice." So that the force of his argument liea 
here; if the clergy had a divine right, it is taken 
away by 35 Henry VJII. And as ridiculous aa' 
this argiuncnt is, the preface and book are founded 
upon it. 

Another arguisient against the legislative power in 
the clergy of £n2'3i3(l <S) P- v>>'i that Tadtin tell» 
us; that in great affairs, the Germans consulted the 
wbtAe body of tjie periple : " Se mlnoribas reb)l» 
printnpes consulttuit, de ttiajotibus otojies : Ita ta- - 
men, ut ea quoque, quorum penes plebem srbitriuni 
est, 'Spud principes pellrcctentur.*" Upon »4ik:h 
Tindal observes tlios : " De raajoribus omnes," waS 
3 fimdamcntai atnohg our ancestors long M^bre they 
arrived in Great Britain, and raattws of religiott 
• TiciLos dB Morlbus & PopBlit GcrmaniK 
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were ever reckoned among Uicir majora ". Now it is 
plain, that our Bticestors, the Saxjoiis, came from 
Germati}': It is likewise plain, tliat religion was 
always reckoned by the heathem among llieit mnjora j 
and it 19 plain, tlic whole body of ibe people could 
not be the clergy, aad themfore the clergy of Eng- 
land have no legialative power. 

Thirdly, p. ii, Tbey have no legislative power, 
became Mr. Washinjgioij, in his " Observations on 
the ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of the Kings of Eug- 
liuid, sbowt from undeniable authorities, that in 
the time of William the Conqueror, and several 
of his succeitors, that n-ere no laws enacted con- 
cerning religion, but by the great council uf die 
kingdom." 1 hope likewise, Mr. Washington ob- 
Krvea, that this great council of the kingdom, as 
appears by nndeniable autliorities, was sometimes en- 
tirely composed of bishops and clergy, and called 
the parliament, and often consulted upoa affairs of 
state, HI well, as church, as it is agreed by twenty 
writen of lliose ages; and if Mr. Washington says 
otherwise, he is an author just fit to-be quoted bjr 

Fourthly. — But it is endless to pursue this mat- 
ter any fartlier ; in that it is plain, the clergy have 
no divine right to make laws; because Henry VIII, 
Edward VI, and queen Elizabeth, with theirparlia- 
ments, will not allow it them. Now, without ex- 
amining what divine right the clergy have, or how 
far it extends ; is it any sort of proof that I have do 
light, because a stronger power will not let me ex- 
ercise it? or, does all that this author says through 
hi* prefoce, or book itself, offer any other sort of 
at^vraient btit this, ur what he' deduces the same 
way? 

Bift his arguments and definitiofia are yet more 
lupportablel than the grosgness of historical rcmatk«i 
* Sec Piobce, p. vii:. (nd.iK- 
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whicb are scaUered eo pleitttfully in bis book, that 
it would be tedious to ciiumcrate, or to show the 
trjud and igniiratice of them. I beg the reader's 
leave to take notice of one here just in my wayj 
and the rather, bctuude I design foj the futnre to let 
hundreds of them pau williout farther notice. 
" When," says he, p. i, " by theabolivhingof the 
pope's power, things were brought back to their 
ancient chauuel, the parliament'^ right in nuking 
ecclesiastical laws revived of course." What can 
possibly be meant by this "ancient channel?". 
Why, the cliannel that things ran in before tlie pope 
had any power in England : that tii to say, before 
Austin tlie monk coovcrt(;d EngLmd ; before which 
time, it seenL*!, the parliament had a right to make 
ecclesiaiitical laws. And what parliament could this 
te } Why the lords sfHritual and temi)otal, and the, 
commons, met at Westminster. 

1 cannot here forbear reproving the folly and pe-' 
daniry of some lawyers, whose opinions tliis poor 
creature bliiidly follows, and renders yet more ab- 
surd by hix coinnients. The knowledge of our cou- 
siitution can be only attained by consulting the 
earliest English liistories, of wliich thoie gcntlunicu 
seem utterly Ignorant, farther than a qnotatiou o^ 
iadejt. lliey would fain derive our government as 
DOW. constituted, from antiquity : And because tlicy 
hare seen Tacitus quoted for his Majortbus omnex ; 
and have read of the Goths military institution in 
their progittss and conquests, they presently dream 
of a parliament. Had their reading reached so far, 
tbfy might have deduced it much-more fairly from 
' Aristode and Polybius ; who both distinctly name 
the composition of rex, isniores, et populus ; sqd the 
latter, as I remember particularly, with the highest 
a[^obation. The princes in the Saxon Heptarchy 
did indeed call their nobles sometimes togeiht^r uputji 
weighty af&iT$, as mo^t other princes of tlie world 

G3 - ■,^■- 
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have done in all ages. Bat, thc^ made war aii3 
peace, and rased Tnoncy, by tBeir oWn authority: 
they gave or mended lawj by thrir charlcrs, ftni 
they raised arm'tw by" their teifurw. Besides, some 
tjf iftMc feitigdoms fcB in by conquests, beftire Eng- 
land vna redoced under one head, and Qxrcfore 
could pretend no rigbts, but by the conceMions of 
the conquerer. 

Farther, whicli is inorT: material, npoiV the admiK- 
aioii of- Qiristianiiy, great quaiitifieti of jarid were 
acquired by tlie rferg}', so that tlie great council of 
die nation was often entirdy of chorchnien, rniJ 
ever a considerable part.. But our present constilo- 
tion is an artificial thing, not f8rr>y to he traced, in 
my opinion, beyond Henry I, Snice whidilinid it 
has in every age admitted acyeral altcraftofis ; amj 
differs now as much, -ercniTOOii whit it was then, as 
alrtiost any two species »tF govern ment flcscrited by 
Aristotle. And it iprouia be Tnach more reascnsable 
to affirm, that the gmemmcnt of Rome cODUfraei) 
the same nndcr Jtistinian, asitwasin the trrnc.of 
Scipio, becaofic tlie senate aocIcDnsnh»t?ll remained, 
although the power of both had been, for several 
hundred years, tranrferred to thcersperor^. 
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Pageiv, T. "If awn of opposftc •sentimenfj 
cnn subscribe -tlie saine articles, tliey are as niueh 
irt liberty a* if (hci« were nwiie." Miiy mot A maw 
subscribe the whWe articles, because (tc (SIKa-s fronj 
another in the explication of one ? how ^uimv oaths ■ 
ar^ pn-scribed, that men may difl'er in^he ex^ieattw) 
Wsmiiep^ir-t^'tlieBi'^ £li£taBC9, fee. 
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Page vi. "Idea of ■GoVemwent." A csntitig- 
pedantic way, learned from Lock* ; *ncl boW prettHy 
he shows it. Instance— ■ 

Pnge vii. " 15 Hen. VlH, c. 19, fi « tor I0- 
any such di?1ne tv^t [of « legisljrtive power in the 
Clergy.]" Ab9Ur4 te argue againU the dergy'a 
divine right, because of the statute ef 'Henry VIli; 
Ho\v does that itestK>y difin* right ? Tlie lotttsh 
way Of argtiingi ffom *f»irt riic [Mrliaimwt cnto do j 
from ti>cir ptTwer, &c. 

Page viii. " if fbe psriianmft ilt<l not think they 
hlid a plenitude nf p-iwer in thiB Bi«tcr, tiwy wdbIA 
Dot have damned all die ctinoiH of K540." Whtt 
does be mean? A grave divine could mA tmwtvt 
all his playhouBft and Alsatia* caW, 8a«. Ho ha« 
read Hirdibras, and many friays. 

Page vHi. " If the padiainQBt can aHnol lecclesi' 
tetical laws, tbey must be aUe to mafee them.' 
Distinguish, and show the siltincsi, SK. 

J4Md. Alt that he sayi against' the dfsdptine, 
be: migfft say the sanie against the tUcintie, naf, 
against ^k. belief of a CSod, viz. That >dic l«eiBl»- 
tiiFe might ferbid it. The«hnroh tbaens and cm- 
trirea canwis; and <&» tivJl ^pcnver, -vAi^ ib omu- 
[lalsive, eoirfirniB {beta. 

Page tie. "There were aalnm^Boted'bntb^tlie 
freatcouncit'of tbeUftgdORl." AttdSbrt'was *«Tf ' 
cftcn, chiefly, only W^ops. ; 

ftid. '" l,a«"s Mttled iiy ^adiBtifeiA to' ^iiisfa Ihe ' 

■dtrgy." What )aWB "Wiire those f ■■ 

Pagex. " I9»c J»eo^e -are liotHidto b« iam bot 

'of tAeireWD chi46nt)g." it m fvaudulettt; for Aat 

ni^y consent to what othen chodsi^ VkianfWpK 

often tJo. V 

rageMip, paragntpli 6. "Tbetfkfrgf (H«WK.«q*- 

jmf.& to Itave any divine legislnttife, ^daow ifalt 

• AihiikrtmswintfnftntifVUiri, Which-i«u fnrmcrlf '» 

rri»lcg«dp1act,an(lcotiMi)aenc!y »rcc*puclBfiiritii(]Nn. S. 
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ronstbe supcriour to all wnrtdlf power; an J tltfn 
the cler^ niigllt as well forbid the parliament to- 
meet but when and where they please,, ace." No 
such conieqaeBce at ifll. They have a power excliiT 
sive from all oLhers. Ordained to act as ciergy. but 
vot govern in civil affairs i nor act without lijaveof 
the civil power. 

Page XXV. " The parliaraeot suspected the love 
of power uatural to oiurchmen." I'ruly, so is the 
love of pudding-, and most other things desirable in 
this life; andid tbattheyarelikethekiitj, anianh 
Other things that are not good. And tfaerrfore, they 
are hcldnot ia estBem for what they are like, in, but 
for their virtues. The true way to abuse theio with 
effect, is to teU us some faults of theirs, that other 
men have not, or not bo much of as ihey, ice. Might 
DDt any tDin speak full as bad of senates, diets, and 
parlivQents, as ^s can do about councils; aud as 
bad of princes, as he does of bishops.' 

Page ixxi. " They rnight as well have made car- 
dinals Caiupegi aud de Chinuchii, biobops <jf 
SaliibQry and Worcesifr, as have ena<:ted tltat their 
several sees and bisUopricks.'were utterly yuid.'-' 
.Np. The It^isl^ure might determine who should 
not be a bishop there) but nut make a bishop. 

Ibid. " Were not a great number deprived bjr 
parliament, upoq the Restorafiun t Does }ic nieau 
presbyters ? What sigtjitics that ? 
i. Ibid, " Have they not trusted this power with 
our princes! Why ay, fiut that argues not right, 
.■but pori-er. Have they not c\it off a king* head > 
tlfc. . The church must d» (he best they can, if not 
.what they would. 

Page xxxvi. " If tithes and first-fruits are paid 
■ to spiritual persons as such, the kiiig or queen is 
;thc most spiritual person. Sic." As if the (irst-fruilSi 
.ke. were paid to the king, aa tithes to a spvitual 
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. Page xliii. . " R-ing Charles II. tliought lit that 
tite bishups in Scotlaad should hold difir bUbap- 
riciu during will and jiteasure ; I do not find 
thai high church cgniiilaiiKd of this as an en- 
croachment. Dec." Nui but as a pernicious counsel 
of lord Loci). 

Pagexlip. "The common lawjndges have a 
power to determine, whether a man Iia» alcgal 
righc to the sacraipent." They pretend it, but 
•whit we complain of as a most atjomiiiable hard- 
ship, ace. 

Pagexlv. " Giving men thus blindly to tlic 
Devil, IS an extraordinary piece of complaisance 
to a lay clianceHor." He is spraething in th? 
right 1 and therefore it is a pity there are any; anj 
I hope the church will provide against it. But, if ' 
the sentence be just, it is not the person, but the 
contempt. And if the author attacks a man on the 
- highway, and feikw but two pence, he shall be sent 
ta the gallows, roora terrible to hina than the devil, 
for his contempt of the Uw, .ftc. Therefore he need 
not complain of being sent to HeU, 

Page kiv. Mr. Lesley piay cany things too 
lar, as it is natural, because the other cKircme 
is so great. But wh»t he says of the king's losses, 
since the church lands were given away, iS too 
great a truth, &C- 

Page Uuvi. " To lYhich I have nothing tfl 
plead, except tlie zeal 1 have for the church of 
EiigUad." You will see some pages farther, what 
he means by the church ; but it is not tair, not to 
begin with telling us what is contained in tlie idea 
of a clnirch, &c. 

Page iKxxiil. " ThCT will not be angry with mo 
for tluukiiig better of the church than iheydo, Src." 
No, but they will differ from you; because the wor^e 
the queen is pleased, you think her better. I believe 
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the church will not cottcem themselvei much atxnt 

yoar opinkiti of ibem, ire. 

Pflgc Ixxxiv. "But the pD^iilij eastern,, pres- . 
byteriau, and jocobite clergf, &c." "Ihis tt like a . 
general pardon, vithsucdiexceptiona ai makeUnse- 
less, if we compute it, &c. 

Page iRxiTJi. " MisapiJying of the vordclmrch, 
itc." This is cavilling. No doubt bis project, 
is for e\crapting the people ( but that is not 
■what, in common sp*ech we usually mean by 
the church. Besides, who does not know that 
dtstinctiufl t 

,!bi(i. " Constantly apply the same ideas to 
(hem." I'hts U in old Engiub, uieanHig the same 
thing'. 

Page Ixxxix. ".Demonstrates I cmld have aa 
design bnt tire promoting of truth, &:c." Yes, 
several designs, as money, spleen, atheism, &c. 
What ? will any man think truth was hb design, 
and not. money and nalice > Does he expect 
tiie house will- go into a committee for a bill 
to bring things (o his scheme, to confound ereiy 
thiug^ &:c. 

Some deny 1'indnl to be the author, and prodnce 
stories of his dulness and stnpidityL But what is there 
in all this book, that the dullest man iti England 
might not write, if he were angry and bold enougl^ 
and had uo regard to truth. 
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Paob 4. " Whether I^wia XIV. has sach a 
powet over Philip V,?" He speaks here of the 
imliimted, uncontrollable aulhority of father.^. A 
veiy fooligh question} and his discoiirsc hitherto, 
of goverament, w«ak and trivial, and liable to (At- 
JKctions. 

ibid. " Whom he is to coiwder not as hi<! own, 
but the Almighty's workmanship." A very likely 
t^oastdeTHliim for the ideas of the state of nature. 
A very wrong dedoction of paternal governnient ; 
but that lA nothic^ to liic dispute, &c. 

Page la, "And as such might justly be punished 
byeveryoiiein the state (rf nature." False; he does 
not seem to uiidei;staBd the state of nature, although 
he has borrowed it from Hobbe's, itc. 

Page 14. " Merely speculative jwinli, and 
other indifferent tilings, kc." And why are specu- 
lative ojHnions so iniignificaat ? do not men 
Erocccd in llieir practice according to their spe<^- 
tioos^ BO, if the author were a rliancellor, 
and one of his speculations were, that the poorer 
the clergy the better, would not that be of great 
use, if a cause came before him of tithes or 
chuTch-lands ? 

Ibid. " Which con only be known byexaniin- 
iog whether men bad any power in the state of 
nature over their owiii or others actions, in tliese 
matters." No, that is s wrong method, unless 
vbete religion b^s tu)t beea levealed ; ta natural 
tdisioui fco. 

Ibid. "Nothing f^ firgt sight can be more ob- 
<Kiaa, than that in all religious matters, none 
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could make over the right of judging for him- 
Bcli", since ibnt wouM caun bit religion to be ab- 
solutely at tlie diKposal <tf another." At his nite 
of arguing (I tliink I do oot roisrcprfitent bim, and 
I believe he will not deoy the cont>r<]aenee) a man 
may pnifess heathenism, maboinctanijm, &c. gain 
lisnKiiiy pTosHytesashecanj and they'raay have tneir 
assemblieii, ana thenwgiKtrateouglit lo protect tbtin, 
provided tlii^ do not disturb the statt : aiid they 
may enjoy all secular prcfermenta, be lords draneel- 
lors, judges, &c. Rut there are some opinions in 
several rcligii>ii!i, which, although they do not directly 
make yieu lebf 1, yet lead to it. Nay, we (night ba\e 
temples for idols, &c. A thenisand luirh absurdities 
fi>llow from his general notions, and ill-digeiitcd 
schemes. And we see in the Old Testament, that 
Icings were reckoned good or ill) ax they aulfered or 
liindercdimage-worshipand idolatry. Sec. which was 
limiting conscience. 

Page 15. "Men may form what clubs, compa- 
nies, or meetings they think fit', 8fc. which the nwi- 
.gislrate, as long as the publick sustains no d<image, 
cannot hinder, &c." This is talsc j although the 
publick sustain no damage, they will forbid clubs 
where they think danger may happen. 

Page 16. "The mapjtrate is as much obliged to 
protect them in the way they choose of worshipping 
fiini, as in auyotber indifierent matter.". 

Page 17. "The magistrate to treat all his sub- 
jects alike, how much soever they differ from him 
or one another in these matlcre." TliiB ihovs, 
that although they be Turks, Jews, or heathens, it 
is so. But we are sure Christianity is the only tnw 
religion, &c. and therefore it should be the magis- 
trate s chief case ' - ■ -- '- — . . .. 
be norshipped I , - - 
teachers think moet ptopcTj kc. 
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page i8. " So that persecution is the most oOm- 
[irehensive oi all crimei, &c." But he has not told 
ui what is included in tbe idea of persecutioB. 
State it ri^ht. 

Ibid. "But here it Biaybe demanded, ifanian'i 
coniaence make bim do iuch acts; &c." Thli 
does not answer the above objection ; Fur, it' the 
publick be not disturbed with atheistical priDcipIei 
preached, nor immoralities, all is wdl. So that itiil 
men maybejews, Turks, ixQ. 

Page aa. "The same reason which obliges (hem 
to make statutes of mortmain, and other laws, 
^^ost the people's giving estates to the clergy, 
will duall]' hold for their taking them away when 
fiven." A great lecuri^ for property I Will this 
hold to any oiher socie^ in the state, as mercbanU, 
&c. or only to ecclcsiasticks ? A petty project i 
Fonning general schemes requirei.a deeper bead than 
this man's. - ' 

Jbid. "But the good of die socie^ being the 
only reason of tbe magistrate's Laving* any powt- r 
oyer men 6 properties, Icannot see why he should 
deprive his subjects (rf any part thereof, for the 
maintenance of such opinions as have no tendency 
that way, ice." Here is a paragraph (vide also 
infra) which haa a great deal in it. The mcamng is, 
that no man ought to pay tithes, who does not be- 
lieve what the minister preaches. But hew caOit 
tbey by this property ? When they purchased 
tbe land, they paid only for so much ; and the 
tithes were exempted. It is an older title than 
say man's estate is ; and if it were taken away lo- 
nurrow, it ^ould not, without a new law, beloiig 
ta the owners i^ the Qthei nine parts, any more 
than impropriations do. 

Ibid. " For the mainteiiance of such opiaioQSi 
n DO ways conttibute to the publick g<Ktd>" Jiy duch 

TQL III. H 
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epiniotos as the [ntalick receire no advanta^ 1>^, 
lie must mean Christianity-. 

Page »3. " Who by reason of auch artidei are 
divided into differcot bccU." A prctiycausc of 
ierta I ^c, . ■ . 

page 44, "60 the same reason, as often as it 
occurs, will oblige him to leave that cburcii.". lliis 
isfloexcuiefbt his taming pttpist. . - .. 

Ibid. " Unless you suppose charchcs tike 
traps, easy to admit one; but when oiiee he is 
in, 'ihere Ite'iiiust always stii;k, eiiher for l!ie 
pleasure or p.-ofit of the trap-settere." Kcnaric 
■fas wit. 

. Page 39. " Nothing can be more absurd than 
maintaining tJiere tnoM be two independent powers 
IR the same tociety> kc." This abominably atuord ; 
show it. 

Page 33. "The whole hierarchy at built on 
it, iDiut necessarily fall to the ground, and 
great wtU be the fall of thb spiritual jiabylon." 
J will dp him justice>'and take notice, -when be 
la witty, &c. , . 

Pacejfi. "For if there tnaybe two stich'^jut 
dependent powers] in every society on Earth, 'wiijt 
niSy there not he more than one in Hea>-eA ?" A 
delicatci consequence. 

Page 37. "Without having the leas, hecduid 
'not have thegrcater, in which that is coritaiaed." 
Sopliiitical ; instance wlicrdn. 

Pnge 4s. " Some since, sulitler than the Jews, 
have maiiai^ed cranmiKations more to their own 
advantage, tty enriching fhemstlves, and bcggar- 
jng, if Fame be dot a liar, many an honest dis' 
senter." It is fiiir to produce wtneases, is she 
a liar or not ? The report It almost impotsifale, 
ConimulattODS were contrived for rt^uish registers 
and ptoctois,' »ni lay cUancellort, biU not for the 
clergy. 
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- ■PtS'^'At- " Kings. nnd pco;^, who (^ the la- 
diaiii do tfie DeTil) adurfd tha pope out pf Tear." 
iani in doubt, whcihcrl shall. at^iw that for 'nrit or 
not, ftc. Look you, in these csiosi |ire^cQktliiusi> 
ff'onemayvse an oid saying. :T •' ' _ ^ 

Page 44. 't Oae reason 'why, the ftergy. tD^9 
■what they" dJl schism,' te be ' so Kinouf a stri." 
Thereit ianoi*:; becaUKOfae b^s chai^ged,ciiurche9j 
he ridicotai sciiism ; as JUihon wrote fgr ilivofc^, 
becausp iie had da ill wife. For ten pages up, we 
must give ths irue atuwer, that Diakes all ihnte ar- 
guments .of: no use,.' 

Page Go. " It possibly will Ije said, J havo^ll 
thia wl(il» beoa oiHjig. those gentleaien a -giHl' 
deal.of. wrong.". To do him. jnetice, Jie sets fortli 
the objections of his adversaries withgreat strength^ 
and much to their, advatitagi;. No d&ubtthose 4ie 
the Tery objections we woohl affix. ' ,•. ", 

Page6i. " Their oxecationM:." He it Anid.of 
this word in many places, yet there la nolhing^o it 
iarthet tha&.it'is [he name iorthebangman, fxc. .'■ 

Page69. "Since they exclude both from hBviiiK 
any (hing in the ordering of church raaltcTs. 
Another pnrt of hii scheme : for, by this, the 
people ought to execute ocdesiasitcal ofiices wilhbub 
distinction, for be brings, the other tqitnion as am 
absurd one. ■ 

Page 7a. "They claim a judicial power, anl , 
by virtue of it, the govcnimeut of lUe church, and: 
thereby (pardon the expression) become . traitor^ 
both to Ood and man." Who does hedesirs til 
pardon him ? or is lliis meant of the English clergy i 
M» it seems. Docs he desire them to' pardon him ?, 
^iBf do it as Christiatit.' Dots he desire the got 
vemment to do itl but theq how con they make: 
cKamples ? He sars, the clergy do so, &c. so he 
mean* ajl, ..'.■_ 
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Page 74, " I wonld gUdly know wh** they 
mein bygLving tbc Hnly Ghost." EspUin wliat 
ii mlly ffiMDt by giving the Holy Gliost, like a king 
•EDpoweriag an jinbugsdar*. 

Page 79. "The popish ele^ make very bold 
with the Three Taenia of the Trinity," Why 
ihen, dan't 'inix them { bat we B«e whom ihit 

Jtances on n»»t. As to the Cnngi d' elire, and 
Tolo tpiseopari, not so absurd ; and if omitted, 
' wfiy changed. 

Page 78. " Bat not to digreiB,"— Prty does b« 
eall scitfriiity upon the dergy, t digression ) Tho 
a^kffyneedleu, &c. 

S«nrt. " A cta^ytnto, h is said, it God's aw- 
htssador." But yon know an ambassador, may have 
a secretary, fcc. 

Ibid. "Call tbeir pulpit apeechei the irord of 
God." That is a. mistake. 



Page 79. " Such persom to represent him." 
^re not they that own his power, fitter to repre- 
seni him than olhenJ Would the autbM be a fitter 



person ? 

Ibid. "Pufiedufwilbintcderablc pride and inso-^ 
knee." T^ot at all; fc>r where is the pride to be 
cmplojicd by a prince, whc»n so few own, and whose 
heing is dispnted by such as this author ? 

Ibid. "Perha^ from a poor servitor, &c. to be 
a prime minister ip Gods kingdnm." That is 
right. God takes notice of the dlAerence between 
Mor servitoTs, &c> Exlrcmely foolish — show it. 
The argument lies stiongly against the apostle.?, 
poor fisbennen ; and St. Paul, a tent-maker. So 
gross and idle ! 

Page 80. "Ite &rmality of laying hand over 
head 01) a man." A pun ; but an old one. I tc? 

* Sea Hcflkw't Ecdeuasiic.ll f 0IH7, Bm)c r.. £ 77. 
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vbfia Swan made thai pun first, lui wm 

s Foquired to give one a 
right, kc." Here show, what powcj is hi U»e churcb, 
■OS what ia the state, to make prkstn, 

Page 85. "To bring men into, and not turn 
them out of the ordinary way of salvation." Yes ; 
but as one rotten sheep docs mischief-— and do 
you think it reasonable, that luch a one as tbi> 
author should 4xinversQ with Christians, and weak 

Page S^, See bis fine account of spiritual punish- 
ment. 

Page 87. " The clergy affirm, that if they 
had not the power to exclude men fi-om the 
church, iti unity could not be preserved." So to 
expel an ill member from a colfi^e) would be the 
way to divide the college j as in AlI-Soul>, Sic, 
Apply it to iiim, 

Page 88. '' I cannot ace but i( is contrary to the 
rules of charity, to exclude tnen from the church, 
kc." All this tum^ upon the falsest reasoning in' 
the world. So, if a man be imprisoned for steaJiog 
a horse, he is hludered from other duties : And you 
might argue, that a man- who does ill, ought lo be 
more diligent in minding other duties, and not to be 
drtiarred from them. It is for contumacy and re- 
bellion against that power in the chi)rcb which the 
law has confirmed. So a man is >(Httlawcd for a 
trifle, upop,contun:tacy. 

Page pa . •' Obliging all by penal laws to recei w 
the sacrament.*' - This is false. 

Page 95. ^'TlKwant of which meaiu can oaW 
bacden a man in his impenitence." • It is for hit 
being hardened, that be is excluded. Suppose a son 
tobs his Ather in the highway, and his father will 
not see' him. till be lesttKca the moii^, and ownt hip 

B3 
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ftolr. It is bard to denj him fKtjring bis daty ill 

bllur thiDgs, &'c. How absurd tlijt ! 

• Fage 95- " And that only dicy had a ri|hl to 

^v« it." Another pnrl of his scheme, that the 

penple have a right to give the aacrameot. Scemora 

of it. P- 135 »"•* '37- 

Page 96. "Mnde famiiiar to such practice* by 
the beflthen priests." Well ; and this showa 
the necessity of i( for peace azke. A siily ob- 
jection of this aud other enemies to Ti^giun, ta 
think to disgrai-e it by applying heathenism, wltich 
only cQocems the pcditical iiart, wheraQ (hey were 
as wise as others, and might give rules. Instance, 
in some, Sm. ' 

Pjgegfi. " How diflerently from tLis do the 
pretenders to primitive pntulice act, Stc," 
I remarkable passage. Does he oondantn .cr 
allow this mysterious way i It SBsms Ihe first ; and 
therefore these words are a little turned, but.iii< 
Glibly stood in (hs first draughtas a great argument 
fdr p»peiy. ■ ■ 

'. ^ge too. " They dreai them up in a Sar.bei 
ntto." So, now we 3i« t(> anfwer for the Inqui* 
sition. One thing is, 4faat he makes the fataere 
guilty of asserting most of the corruptiotJs about 
the power of priests, 

I'age io4> " Some priests assome 'lo them> 
a^'vtn an arbitrary pewer of ejtclading men ftun 

tho Lord's Supper." His scheme; tbat any body 
may administer the sacramants, women, or chil' 

dren, &c. ■ ■ 

Page io3. " One no more than another can b« 

reckoned b [iricsl," See'his scbome. Here he 

disgraces wliat the law enacts, about the manner of 

fconsecnilittg. Hie. 

■ Page 118. ''Churches, .serve to woras ptM'paaes 

thaftbear-gardCDa." Hiis frem-Uttdibraa, ■ .-■ 



Iffgetig. '■Id tl^e time of tbat wise heathen 
^Vmniiaiius Marceljjniis." Here he runs down all 
ChVistiaiiilj' in general; 

. Page lao. "I shall, in the following part of my 
discourse, show that this dortrine is so far fronj 
Ksrviiig the ends of reiigiun, that i. It prevents the 
spreading of the Gospel, &c." This indcpciidcnt 
i^wei* in the church is like the worms i being the 
cause of all diseases. 

Page 134. " How easUy could the Roman em- 
perors havfl desiroypd tlie church ?" Just as if he 
haii saidj how easily could Herod fc^ll Christ while 
a child, &c. 

Paje la^. "The people were set against bishops 
by reason of their tyranny." Wrong i for the 
bishops were no tyrants : their power was swallowed 
vf by the popes, and the people desired the^ should . 
Iiave more. It wiis the regulars that tyrannised and 
fcriTicd priestcraft. He is ignorant. 

I'age 139. " He is not bound by the laws of 
Christ to leave his fiicnds in order to be baptized, 
&.-C." Tliis Uiieully against the GospcL One 
would think hini'an emissary, by his preaching 

Page 142. "Then will the communion of saint? 
he practicable, to which the principles of all par- 
tics, the occasioDal conformists only excepted, 
itanJ in direct opposition, &c." So that all are 
wrung but they. The Scripture is folly against schism', 
Tindal promotes it, aod places in it «fl_ihe present 
ajid future happiness of , man. 

fage 144. AU he ha« hitherto said on this mat- . 
ter; with a very little turn, were arguments for 
poperjr : for It is certain, that religion had share in 
leryiew wars for many hundred years betbre the Re- 
fonnation, b^ause they were all of a mind. It is 
theamhltioi^of lebc^Si preying upon the discon- 
tcais of Bcctariesj' that they are not supreme, which 
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Jim caused wars for religion. He is cuislakeo aha- 
gctber. His little Darrow uoderstunding jmi waut 
•f loarning. 

Page 14;. " Though some s^y the h'rgh-fliers 
lives might serve for a very good rule, if men would 
tct quite contrary to them." Is he one of those 
some? Beside tlie new tuin of wit, &c." all the 
clergy in England come under his notion of high- 
fiiers, as he states it. 

Page 1^7. " Xope of them (churchmen) coald 
be brought to acknowledge it laAvftil uuon any 
account whatever, to exclude the Duke of York." 
This account false in fact. 

Ibjd. "And the body poljtick, whether eccle- 
siastical or c'vili must be dealt with after the same 
manner as the body natural." What, because it 
is called a body, and is a siinile, must it bold in all 
circumstances i 

Page 1^8, ''Wp find all wise legislators have 
htd regard to the tempers, inclinations, and prqd- 
Sices, &c." ThiK paragraph false. — It was directly 
contrary in several, as Lycurgns, tec. 
' Page I ;x. " AD the skill of the prelatista is not 
sblc to discover the least distinction between bishop 
and presbyter." Yet, God knows, this hath beefl 
done many a time. 

"Pace rjS. " The epistle to the FhtlippianS ii 
dii'ccted to the bishops and deacons ; I mean in 
due order aftpr the people, viz. to the saints, with 
tlicir bishops and dearons." I hope he would argue 
frorn another place, that the people precede the king, 
fceraiLse of these words: "Yc shall be destroyed, 
both you arid your king." 

Pa^eifii. "The pope' and other great church 
dons." J suppose he means bishops : but I wish he 
Vould explain himself, and not be (^.very witty ir 
.the midst of an argument; it is like twon " 
.'not fair in disputing. " • ' ' 
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Page 167. " Clemeni Komaniu blames the 
feopie, not for asauming a power, but for makirig 
a wrong use of it, &c." His great errourall along 
is, that he does not distinguisK betv^een a power* 
and a liberty of exerciBiag thst power. Bee- I 
woald appeal to any man, whethrr the clergy hsvQ 
not too Utile power, tinee a book like his, that 
nnsettles foundations, and would destroy d, goet 
nnpuaisfaei), &c. 

Page 171. "By this or tone auch method the 
bishops obtained their power over their fcUow 
presbyters, and both over the people^ The whole 
tenour of the Gospel directly contrary to It," Then 
it is not an allowable means t This carries it 10 far 
as to spoil his own system } itiiasin to hav« bishops 
as wc have them, t 

Page 177. " The preterratioB of peace and unity, 
and not any divine right, was the reason of esta- 
blishing a superiority or one of the presbyters over 
the rest. Otherwise there would,- as they say, 
kave been as many schiimaticki at pmbybers. No 
great compliment to the clergy of those days." 
Why so? It is tlje natural eSect of a worse in- 
dependency, which be keeps such a clatter about) 
an independency of churches on each other* whidt 
qiust naturally create schism- 
Page i8j. "How could the Christians havp 
asserted the disititcrestedness of those who first 
preached the Gosp«l, particularly their having a right 
tn the tentli part ?" Yes, that would have paned 
nsy enough ; for they could not imagine teachers 
oould live on air ; and tiieir hsathcti priests were 
much more unreasonablt. 

Page 184. '< Mens suffering fqr such opinions is 
not EuAicicnt to support die weight of them." 
This is a glance against Christianity. State the case 
of converting inlidds ; the converters are suppo^ 
fewj the bulk of (be priests must be of ih^ ^U- 



irerted- omntry. It.ia; thekown people then^te 
they, maintsin. What pcojectorcud can alewqon- 
•KTttxs pnfotc} the?' ca» leave.no power to.thet£ 
iaimtitB, &c. Stale this, I iay, ai length, aad give 
k a. tnietam. ' Princes give eotporations powci ta 
purdiBsc lands. 

Pfige 18;, " TlMt it became an. easy prey to \hA 
katbaross natioBs," Jgaorynce ia.Tliidal. Tbe 
empire long declined before QiristiatiUy was iii- 
troduoed. This ■ vroag cause, if ever (here was 
one, 

Pitge 190. " It iq the eki^'s interest to haM 
icligion cCHTUpteti." Quite tlie contrary ; provo 
it. Ht>w is it the intereat of the English ckrgy to 
eqmipt rdigicKi ? The more justice and piety the 
people have, the better it is for tfacm ; for .that 
Would prevmt the pemny of farmers, and the Qp- 
pression of exacting covetous landlords, Sic Ttot 
which' has corrnpted religion, is the liberty, un- 
limited of professing all opiniona. Do not lawj'ers 
Vender law intricate by tbeir speculations. Sec. Axii 
|>hysiciaDs, &c. 

Page aog. " Tbe qiirit and temper of the clergy, 
flee." Wbat does this vom think the clergy are made, 
of! AuswergeDes'aUytoirtiit ha,iays against, coun- 
cils ill tbe ten pages before, Suf^ose I should briu& 
Rotations in their praise. 

■ P»ge an. - " As the dergy, though few in com- 
parisoD of the laity, were t£e inventors of corrupt 
tion«." Hit scheme is, that the fiewer anil poorer 
the clei^ the better, and the contrary among the 
liHty. A no^le principle) and-deticateconscguences 
from it! 

Page 207. •' Men are not always con)1einned 
fot the aake of opinions, but opinions sometimea 
for the sake of men," And so, he hopes, that 
If his opinions arc condemned, people will think 
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s' « !ipitB jigainst him, aa having beeu alwiys ' 



Pageaio. "The meanest layman a« good « 
judge n the greatest priat, for the meaner man 
IS as much intetrsted in the truth of reiigicn n 
the greatest priest." As if one shftidi say, tba 
meanest Eick inan has as much inlercM in heokh m 
H ph}'sieian, tberrfctte is as good a judge of phynck 
as apbyeician, &c. 

Ibid. " H>*1 synods been composed of lajrmeo, 
pone of those corruptions whi<^ lend to advanos 
die intereiit «f the clergy, &c." True, Bat the 
put the laity had in reforming, was little more 
than plundering. He should understand that the 
nature Of things is this, that the clcrgyare made erf 
men, add without some encouragement they will not 
have the best, but tbe worst. 

Page* [5. "They who gave estates to, ntfaer 
tbaa' th^ who took tbem trom, *tbe clergy, wore 
giiilty of sacrilege." Then the people are the 
church, and tbe clergy not.; Hnother port <rf hia 
Bchoine. 

Page 219. "The clergy as they subsisted by 
the alms "of the pec^le, &c." This be would 
have' still. Show the folly of it. Not posMbte 
to show any civilized nation ever did it. Who 
would be clergymen then ? The absurdity ap* 
pears by; patting tbe case, that none were to be 
Gtatesnten, Inwyers, or physicians, but who wcreto 
subsist by alms'. 

Pageaa^. "Tliese subtle elerfn'm en work their 
desigM, viio lately tmt out such a tacking job 
for them, &c." He ia mistaken — every body wai 
fof the bill almost, thoi^ not for the taok. The 
bishop of Samm Vas'for It,, asappe^rs by iiii -speech 
a gain A it. But it seems, the' (ackingits owing to 
metapbyticdl speculations. I wander ^whetb^ is 
toast petpiESei, tbU author in lu8<tyle,-oi'die-%iit- 
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ingB of out divines. - In the judt^mat of all pep{^i 
our divines l^ve carried practical preaching and 
writing tg the greatest perfection it ^ver arrived to ( 
which shows,' that wc ma/ affirm m general, onr 
clergy is excellent, altliough this or that m^i be 
faulty. As if an army be constantly victorious, re^ 
gulat, &c. we may say, it is an excellent victorioui 
army : But, Ttndal, to disparage it, would say, such 
a seijeant ran away ; such an ensign hid himself in 
a ditch } nay, one rolonel turned his back, therieforc 
it is a corrupt, cowardly army. Sec. 

Page 234. '* They were as apprehensive of the 
works of Aristotle as some men are of the woHcs 

' of a late philosopher, which, they are afraid, will 
let too much light iuto the world." Yet just 
•uch another j only a commentator on Aristotle. 
People are likely to improve their understanding 
much with I:xx;ke : It is not his Human Under- 
standing, but other works, that people dislike, al' 
though in that there are some' dang^ous tenets, as 
that of no innate ideas. 

Page sa6. " Could they, like the popish priests, 
add to this a rrstreint on the press, their business 
would be done.'' So it ought ; For cxamplti 

, to hinder bis book, because it is written to justify 
the rices and infidelity of the age. There can 
be no other design in it. For, is this a way 
or manner to do good i railing does but prov(>kc. 
The c^nion of the whole parliameai is, the clergy 
are too poor. 

Ibid* " When some nations could be no longer 
kept ^om prying into learning, this miserable 
gibberish of the schools was contrived." We have 
exploded scboolnien as much as he, and in some 
people's opinion too much, since the liberty of em- 
bracing ^T (^ilniun is allowed ; they foUowing 

' Aristoue, who ii doubtless the greatest master m 
■arguing if) t^ic world : But it has beca a ^shion-cf 
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fitteyean to explode Aristotle, aud therefore tliis 
lD4n baa fallen into it like others, for that reason, 
wlthoat understanding him. ArUtotle's ptKtry, rhe- 
f«»ick, and politicks, are admirable; and tlierefoie, 
it ii like];r, so are bis logicks. 

ftge330. "la these freer countries, as the 
■«3ei^ have leia power, so religion is better un- 
4cntood, and more useful and excellent dis- 
courses are made on that subject, fcc." Kot ge- 
nerallr. Hollaad hot very famou*, Spain has been, 
and France is. But it requires more knowledge 
tfaaa bis, to form general rules, which people strain 
(when ignorant) to fake deductions to eaake them 
out. 

Page 3^2. Chap. VII. That this hypothesis of 
an independent power in any set of clergymen, 
malces all reformation unlawful, except where those 
who have this power do consent. The title of this 
chapter, aTruism. 

Page 954. " If God has not placed mankind in 
lespect to civil matters under an absolute power, 
but has permitted Uiem in every society to act 
u they judge best for their own safety, &c." 
Sad parallels ; bad pohticks ; want of due di- 
BtinctioD. between teaching and government. The 
people may know when they are governed well, 
hut not be wiser than theii instructors. Show the 
difference. 

Ibid. " If God hal allowed the civil society these 
' privileges, can we suppose he has less kindness for 
Us church, Scc.t" Here they are distinguished 
then, here it makes for him. It is a sort of turn of 
expresuon, which is scarce with him, and be con- 
tradicu Umsetf to follow it. 

Page 33;. "This cursed hypothesis bad, per* 

haps, nevQT been thought on wltl^ relation to 

civils, had not the der^ (who have an inahauBttr 

Ue mngazine of (^{ffodfe. doctrinet) contrived 

vot^ IT, I , . , 
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iirsi ill, rcclesiasticalsi &c." Tbe seveotb |i^>* 
^raph fwious and falge. Wefe tLere ao tyranU.b^ 
- fore the clfrg^j &c. ? 

Page 1^6. "Therefore hi order to serve l^eoa, 
though I expert little thanks. Sec " Aai wlgt 
M> f Will the/ not, as you say, ibllow their in- 
tere^ ? I thcnght you said so. Hehas thteeoiioBr 
spiitcly tiirat ot this kind, that look as if te thou^it 
he had done wonders, and had put all t^ie clei^. ia 
a ferment, Wjjerfas, I do asbare him, Uiene.jge 
fcitf two tiiiTigs ^^ondcrful inhi^tiook: Fi r.'if , hov 
any man in a Chrisljaji country, could have the bcld- 
iiess and wickedjiefis to write 'il : And how jicy go^ 
VtrrnncBt \vonlfi niiglect punishing the HuthoroTU. 
if not u an enemy of reUgwnj y«t as a ptufiigaie 
trurnpeter di sedirioo. liluesc are bard .\Tordii, g(4 
by reading bk txKjk. ■ 

Ibid; . " The Ti^t of nature, as ■well as do 
Gospel, obliges people to juilge of ibemselies, 
&;c. to .avioid false pvophets, seducers, &c." 
The" legislature can turn out a priest, and ap^ 
point another ready-made, but not make one ; 
as you disdiarge 3 physician, anil may' t^ke a 
farrier; but he is. no pl^ysician, unl.^ss made 
as he ought to be. 

ibid. "Since no more power js requirsd for ihe 
one than'the other," That is, I diilike iny pby-; 
sician, and can turti hifta oil',' therefore 1 can raaks 
any man a physician, &c. Cuja^ est tkitiuete, &c. 
Jest on it : Tterefore, because lie lays schemes for 
. ttestroyiiig the church, ve nnist employ hlrn to raiu 
It again. See wliat -danger lioG in applying maxims 
at random. So, bccnusi; it is the soldiers business 
\a knock mcb on 'the heitd, it is theirs likewise to 
raise tUeiu to life, &c. 

Page 1J7, "It can belong only to tlie .people, to 
^|(oint (heir own ecdesiaslical officers.", 'Ibis 
' Jicord *'projilc" is so 4*^1*^00*, in 'biiiyiiiat li^not 



Ifiitt w^aCis hidndcdin the irtea of lhc ■"people.'* 
llocs be mean the ntbbie or the legislature. Sic. * 
In Ibis sense it nuybe true, thatthe legislature give^ 
leave to the bishois to- appt^nt, frndthey appoirit 
fteimeher;- I mean, the eirccotive {Wwef appoints; 
tec. He shows his ignoranre in government. An 
•fj Fi^ church, he carries it a prodigious way, and 
incliHtes, in the idea of it, more' than others wili 

^S'= 'j9- "ThoT^h it b* cttstom'ai'y to admit 
Bone to the ministry who are not approved by th^ 
Kshops Or priests. Sea." One of his princi^es t^ 
espo»e. , ' ■ 

Ibirf. "*' If eiTcy onif Tias ITT* an inherent right 
fcefwwse bis own gmde, then a man must be either 
rfthe religTon bf his gnidc, or. Sic" th^t Would 
malrc delit-ate work in a nation ; What would be* 
coine of all our thurchcs ? They must dwindle intti 
tiinventioJes. Show what would' be the conseqnencft 
•f this scheme in several porrrts. This greaPrc- 
former, if his prefects were redticed (o practice; 
&owmanytI>ou5snd sects, and con sequtrntlytQtnults, 
*c. MennnutbegoverfiTlinspeciilatinv, atieast 
hot aoffercil to vent them, because opinions lend ti 
•ctiona, irhich arc mosf governed by (rpinrons, &c. 
Ifthose who write for the church writ no better, they 
■wonM snccced bnt scnrvjly. Bat to sec Whether h« 
be a good writer, let us see when he has publis]itMl 
ftis second part. 

^^ ^S3 ■ " ^ excellent author in his greftce 
tothe account rf Denmark," This man judges aim! 
■•titea much of a level. Molesworth's prencC full 
«f stale preffigate topicks. That author wrote his 
\ook in spite to a natioa, as this does to religion^ 
■nd both perhapa on poor personal piques. 
■ Ibid. " By whi«h means, and not by any dif- 
ieicnce in speculative matiers, they arc more'rirfi 
and populous." As if ever any body thought that 
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a d^erence in jpccuUtive cpiniom made men Tider 

or poorer ; fgr example, &c. 

Page 2j8. " Play t!ie Devil for God's sake." If 
tbis is meant foi wii, X would be glad (o observe il ; 
, but in liuch cases 1 first look whether there- be com- 
mon sense, &c. 

Page 261, " Cbristendom ha* been the seme rf 
perpetual wars, n>.iasacres," lie. He does not con- 
Bider that most religious wars have been caused by 
^chismt, when the dltscnting parties were ready to 
join with any ambitious disconiented men. The na- 
ttDtial religion always .desires peace, even in ber no- 
ticns, for its interests. 

Pagft ayo. " Some have taken the liberty to com- 
pare a High church priest in politicks, to a mook^ 
in a glsss-shop, where, as he can do no good, so 
lie never iails of doing mischief enough." Thatis 
)iis modesty, ii is his own simile, and it rathcF fiv 
a man that does so and so, meaning himeeU'. Be- 
sides, the comparison is foolish: So it is with mcOf 
as wiih Slags. 

Page a^O. " Their interest obliges ihtm directly • 
to promote granny," The matter is, that Chris- 
tianity is the j^ult which spoils the priests, for they 
were like other men before they were priests. Amoi£ 
ihc Romans, priests did not do so i for they had the 
greatest pwver during the rqjublick. I wonder he 
4id not prove they spoiled Nero, 

Page iyj. " No princes have been rarae inSupf 
portable, and done greater violence to the common- 
wealth, than those the clergy hare honoured ftv . 
saints and martyrs." For example in our counlryt 
the princes most celebrated by our clergy are, &tL 
tie. &c. And the quarieb since the ConqueaC 
were nothing at ail of the clergy, but purely <f 
.families, &c. wherein the clergy only joined &^ 
etbef mpi, . 
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. ^^.»Jp. " After the Reformation, I dciirc to 
Intow wficiher the conduct of tlie clergy was any 
m^ys altered for the better, &c." ftlorutrous mis- 
represcDtation ! Does chia inau's spirit of dedsim^ 
ing kt him forget all tmih of fact, as here, arc. ? 
SIktw it. Or does he flatter himself, a time will 
come in future ag£i| that men will believe it on hif 
'word ? In sboit, bt^twecii declaiming, between mis' 
represeutipg, spd fultenMS, and cliarging popish 
tilings, and indqjeudeocy huddled togeilter, hit 
-wliole book is employed. 

Set forth at large the uecessity of acion in religion, 
Wid the disadvantage of tlie contrary, atid answer the 
contrary in Holland, where they have no religion, 
and aie the worst constituted Rovcnuneat in the 
Vorld to last. It 16 ignorance afcauKS and appear* 
ees which makes shallow people judge £o much to 
thdr advantage. Tliey are governed by the adroini- 
^tration and almost legislature of Hcdland through 
advantage of property, not are they fit to be set m 
Ibalance with a noble kiugdoni, &c. like 4 man that 
gets a hundred pounds a year h/ hard l^rour, and 
one that has it inland. 

Pa^e 28q. " It may be worth inquiring, whether 
the difference betweeii the several sects in England, 
&c." A noble notion itarted, that union in ih? 
church must enslave the kingdoni ; reflect on iL 
This man has somewlKre heard, that it is a point o^ 
«it to advanoe paradoxes, and the bolder the better, 
But the. wit lies in maintaining thein, which he neg,- 
.tccts, and forms icaaginary couclusioDs from thcnj^ 
as if they were true and unconlcsted. 

He adds, " ITiat in the beat constitoted church, 
the giealest good which can be expected of the 
ecclesias ticks is, fronj their divisions." This is 3 ■ 
maxim deduced from a gradation of false supposi- 
tions. If a man should turn the tables, and argufi 
itut ftll the dcbaucheiy, atheism, UcetUiauiacsi, Sic. 
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of ihe times n-ere owing to tjic pOTerty of the clergj^ 
ic. what would he say ? Tlere have been mql-e 
wars of religion since the ruin of the dem^, thaii be- 
ftire, in England. ' AH the civil w-ara before were 
frora other causes. 

Page 283. " Prayers are raaJe in the loyal uni- 
versity of Oxford, to continue the throne free frora 
the contagion of schism. See Mather's Sermon oa 
the 25th of May, ijoj." Thus he ridicules th* 
university, Tvhilc he is eating (heir bread. The 
whole university comes with tiie most loyal ad- 
dresses, yet that goes for nothing. If one indiscreet 
man drops an indiscreet word, all must answer 
for it. 

Page 186. " By allowing all, who hold no opi- 
nions prejudicial to the slate, and contribute eoualljf 
Vitl) tneir fellow- subjects to its support, equal pri- 
vileges in it." But who denies that of the dissen- 
ters ? The Calvinist scheme, pne would not thint 
f' iroper for monarchy. Therefore, they fall in wiUi 
he Scotch, Geneva, and Holland; and when they 
had nwength here, they pulled down the monarchy. 
Cut I will tell an opinion they hold prejudicial to the 
Stale in his opinion ; and that is, that they are 
■against toleration, of which if I do not ahOw bim 
ten times more instances from (hcirgreatest writei:s, 
tlian he can do of passive obedience among the 
clei^, I have done. 

" Does not justice demand, tliat tltey who alike 
contribute to the tiurdcn, should alike receive tfie 
'advantage!" Here is another of his maxims closely 
put without cotisidering what exceptions mav be 
made. The papists have contributed doubly (being 
so t.iTcd) therefore by this rule they ought to have 
double advantage. Protection in ptopcnj, leave to 
"trade and purchase, &c. are' enough tor a govern- 
ment to give. Employments in a state arc a reward 
for those who' cntirelv agree with it, fee. For rt 
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ahtple,- a man who'^poa all occasions declared Ks 
■opinion af' e comtH6ftwcaJth to be preferable to' a 
Ronardiy, would not be a fit nian to have eir.plo^- 
nieiiis J let him epjoy his opinion, but not be in a - 
capicity of reducing it to [»Mclice, Sec. 

Pa^e 2Sj. ■ " There c.nn he ho alteration fn the 
estabtishcJmoiJe of church discipline, which is *»« 
made iti a I^jl way." Oh! but there are sev«td 
Hkihods tocompa** this le^nl way, by cunning, fec- 
tioii, iudiLstrj'. Tjie corpmoii people, lie knows, may 
be wrought upou by priests; these may influence the 
'£icii6n, aiid so compass a very pernicious law, and in 
a legri way hiio the stite ; as king Charles I. bc^n 
to be mined in a legal wny, by passing bills, fc'c. ■• 

Page 388. " As every thing is persecof ion w4tieh 
pats a man in n worse condition tlian his li(?irfi- 
bours." It is hard to f hlnk sometime whether tliis 
man is hired to write for, or against dissenters, and 
the sects. This is their opinion, aitllougli they will , 
not own it so roundly. Let this be bronglit to pmc- 
lice: Make a qnaker lord chancdlor, who tnifiks 
piring tithes uniawfuh And bring other instances 
• lo -^hdw that several employments aflect the church. 

Ibid. " Great advanrage which both church and 
Stale have got by the kindness already shown to 
dis,srnter»." Let tlicm then be (bankftd for that. 
Ve humour children for their good sometiines, but 
too much may hurt. Observe that this 64*11 p.ira- 
gnph ju^t contradicts the former. For, if *ehave 
aJv^aiT^ige by kindness shown diMcniers, then there 
Is no utcessity of banishrficnt, or death. 
■ Page 290. " Clirist never tlesignedthe holy sa- 
cr;im(;nt should be prosiiluted to serve a pai^. 
And that people should be bribed by a jilace to re- 
tHve unworthily." Why, the business' is, to be 
>uc, thai those who are employed, are of- the n»- 
'li( nal clmrch ; and the way to Itnqw it, is, by ro- 
cciviog the facrament^ which all men ought to do-io 



tbeir own churck ; ud if not, arc hardly Btfettt^ 
o$c'e; and if they bave those moral qiuli&cstians 

- he mentions, joined to rclinon, no fear of nccrnos 
unworthily. And for tfaii there might be a reincdy : 
To take an oath that they are of the same principley^ 
Jcc. for that is the cod of ncqjviugi wd tliat it 
might be no bribe, the bill against occ^iional coa- 
foinuty woold prevent entirely. 

Ibid. " Preferring men not fo^ their capaci^, 
but their zeal to the church." The miafortunc j$, 
that if we prefer dissenter^ to great posts, they will 
have an inclination to make themselves the national 
church, aod so there will he perpetual struggling j 
which case tnay be dangerous to the siate. For, 
men are natural!)^ viahlng to get over others to thdr 
.own opinion: witness this writer, who has pub- 
lished as alneular and absurd notians as possible, 
yet has a mighty zeal to bring us over to them, &c. 

Page 39a. Here are two pages of scurrilous fac- 
tion, with a deal of reflections on great persons. Un- 
der the notion of high charcbmen, he ruus down all 
uoLformity and church government. Here is the 
whole lower house of convocation, which represents 
the body of ihe clergy, and both universities, ti^eated 
with rudeness, by an obscure, corrupt member^ 
while he is eating their bread. 

Page 294. *' The reason why the middle Sort of 
people retain so much of their ancient virtue, &c. i» 
bccanse no such pernicious notions are the ingredi- 
ents of their educaticm ; which it is a aign arc in- 
finitely absurd, when so many of the gentry and 
nobility can, not withs landing their prcpotscjitioii, 
Mtclearofthem." Now the 'very sameargument 
Kes against religion, morality, bpnour, and honesty; 
which are, it seems, but prejudices of education, 

- and too many getclear of them. The middle sort ot 
people have other things to mind than the factions 
of toe age. He always assigns many causes, and 
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avilh reason, since he niakca iata^tiaxy 
He quanels at power being Iwlgcd in the 
clergy : When there is no reasonable protcBUnt, 
clergy or laity, who viil not readily own Uie incon- 
veniences by too great power and wealth, in any ooe 
body of men, etc lesia sticks, or seculars : But, on 
tliat accoiiut to wieed up the wheat with the Ures^ 
to banish all religion, because it is capable of being 
corrupted ; to giwmnboundcd licence to alt sects, 
kcr—Aai if heresies bad not been used with some 
violcace ia the primitive age, we Gboold have had, 
instead of true reli^oDj tlie mofit.coiTupt ooc in tba 
vorld. 

Page 316. "The Dutch, aud the rest of our 
presbyterian allies, &c." The Dutch will hardly 
thank iiim for this appellation. The French hu- 
giienots, and Geneva piotestanti themselves, and 
others, have lamented the want of episcopacy, and 
approved ours, &c. In this an^ the next paragraph, 
the author iDlroduces the arguments be formerljt 
nsed, when he tUTDcd papist in king James's time) 
and loth to lose them, he gives them a new turn j 
and they are the strongest in b'u book, at least have 
most artifice. 

P^e 333- " Tis plain, all the power the bishops 
tiVe, is derived from the people, Ike." In general 
llie distinction lies here. The permissive powei' of 
ucrcisiog jurisdiction lies in the pepple, or legisla- 
ture, or administrator of a kingdom j but not of 
making him a tushop : as a physician tliat commen- 
ce* abroad, may be suffered to practise in London 
or be hindered ; but ihcy have not the power of 
treating hint a doctor, which is peculiar, to 3 uni- 
Teraty. This is some allusion; but the thing ii 
pl^, as it seems (o me, and wants na subterfugt^ 
&c. 

Page 33^- " A joiirneyman bishop to ordain for 
kinj," Poes any man think, that writiag at this 
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Sfe ifoes ttle author's catise an^ scrrice * & It' I8S 
*it or his spleen that he cannot gtiVKil? 
' I'agc 364. " Can an/ have a right' to an office-^ 
tnthout hann; i right to do those thin^ in whiCU 
tTie office consists f" . I answet, "the ordittation i» 
Vdiif. £ut a man may pnideiidalty foibid to do 
lonie things : as a clergyman may many wHhouf 
Mcence or" barfe'; the marriage is goodi yet he is 
punish^le tor it, ^ 

' Page 368, " A choice madfe ty persons vUct 
have no right to choose, is an errour of the firsk 
concoction," That battered simile again ! tMs is 
iiard. I wish phyjiicians had kept that a seatt, IG 
lies so ready for him to be vyitty with. 

Page 3 'JQ. " If prescription cad make mere tj\4' 
Titles to become good and valid, the laity may be 
fapable of all manner of ecclesiastical power. Sec,* 
There is a difference ( for, here the same way is kept; 
sith'ough there might be' breaches ; bnt it it qili^ 
otherwise, if yon alter the whole method from what 
)e was at first. We see bishops : there attrays vera 
bishops: it !s the old way still. So a family is sfiH 
held tne same, allhoilgh we are not sore of tlw purity 

, of every one of the race. .-._,, 
Kigf^^So. "Itissaid, f fiat every nation Is not » 
Ipomplete body politick within itself 'as to ecclesl'ai- 

■ ticab. But the whole church, say they, compose* 
Euchr a body, and Christ is the head of it. But 
Christ's headship makes Christians no more One 
body polili'ck witli respect to etclesiastitlals,' tBan 
to cirils." Here we must show the re-Mpn and 
necessity of the church being a cotporatiOn allover 
the- world: to avoid, heresica, and pteservo fimila* 
mentals, and hinder the corrapting of Scripture, ice. 
But there are no such necessities in govemmetit, to'b* 
the satpe every where, kc. It is somcthjog liktlhe 
colleges in a university j they all are indepen9en^ 
yet jc^nad, are one boity. So b geaend council con* 
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^ststb of. olbnj pprsogs ind^endent .of cue anotli^f 

: JSowover Uicrc is such a ihiri'g JsJuh gmiium^ ic. 
^Ind he that a doctor of yhysick, or Isw, is so in aiiy 
jinivei^tj in Europej like the HespuHica Lilerarju, 
Koi' tqmc doCB tbgre seem'aD}' \hing coDtradiptinir,' 
(T ifniu'(g>cr ^ this aociau of the caUid^clc cfiurch , 
asd for -want, of such a commnnkin^reli^qa is sa 
t&xk cqrrvipted. and would beinorp, U ^cre -were 
pot oKt^e communion in this than in civils. ' 7( t£ trf' 
no import to mankind how nations are governed; 
fcit the preserving the purity ofreligion is test held 
ig> by endeavouring to make tt one boily, over the 
World. ScMnething like as there is in ^ladc. So (a 
he able to conuupnicate with all Chr.isliaos ue come 
jDnoog.is at least U) "be wished and aimed at, as 
jnucb as we can. 

rage3%. " In a woid, if the bishops are not 
^feme> &c," Here he rcassomes hii areument* 
fcr popery, that Iliere cannot btfabody politick of 
ithc church through the whole world, without a vi- 
EJtilebQad to have r^xiuxse to. These were formerly 
vHt to advance popery, and now to put an absurdity 
lipcsii the hj^pothesis at a catliolick church. As they 
ixf in .Ireland, in king James's time tbey built luasS'- 
ionscs, which wc make v«ry good barns of. 

■Page 388. " Bisliops are, under a premuiirre, 
Ab^ked t£> con£rm and consecrate the person named . 
in the mngi S Uire." Tiiis perhaps is con^laincd 
<^ He is permitted to do it We allow the legis- 
Jatnre may hinder, . if Ih^ please : as they may turm 
out Qhristiani^, if they tbmk fit. 

Page 389. " It is the mSgistrate who empowers 
them tw do more for other bishops than tbey can for 
thciosdvcs, HDCC they cannot appoint their own sue- 
ccasots;" Yes tbtj could, if the mngistrate yould 
kt thomt "HpTe is an emileBS splutter, and a'parcel 
<^er]^i(:3:^^^inctioosnfcn:iii9pccastc[i. jUlthat 
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the derff ^etend to, is a nAt of qualifying med 
fix Alt nunistij, tomcthing Tike what a uoiversit^ 
iloth «itb degna. TbU power they daim ftocn 
God, atid that the civil power cannot do it as ^cn- 
ing to God without them;' but tbqr may ctuxiae 
vhethcr they will suffer it or not. A reJigiaa can- 
Dot be CTSttimcd down a uation'i throat against their 
wiU j but when they receive a reli^mij it is sup- 
fOKd they receive it ai their converlers ntc itj and 
upon that foot, they cannot justly mingle their owb 
methods, that contradict that religtoo, &c, 

Pagejpo. "With us the bishops act only tnt- 
nistenalTy, and by virtue of the regal commissiao, 
■by which the prince &rmly enjoios and commands 
them, to proceed in choosing, condiming, and con- 
secrating. Sec." Suppose we held it unlawful to do 
•0 : How can we help it } But does that make it 
ri^tful, ifitbenotso^ Suppose the author lived in 
a heathen country, where a law would be made to 
call Christianity idolatrous ; would that be a ti^icfc 
fcr hicn to prove it so by, &c. .And why do the 
clergy incur a premunire j to frighten the* ? He- 
cause the law understandLlh, tjiatj if they refuse, 
tliR chosen cannot be a bishop. But, if the clergy 
liad an order to do it otlierwise than they have pre- 
scribed, they ought and would incur a hundred 
tather. 

Page 40S- " I believe the cathofick church, Sec." 
Here he ridicules the Apostles Creed. Aiiotber 
pint of hii scheme. By what he say; iu thetepagti. 
It it certain, his design is either to run down Chris- 
tian!^, or set up popery j the latter it is more cha- 
litable to think, and, from his past li&, highly pro- 
bable. 

Page 405. " Tltat which gave the p^iists to 
^reat advanCa^ was, clergymen's talluiif so veiy 
laconsistent with themselves. Sec." State the dit* 
&resn here between oui sep^sliDn ftom hotu^ 
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ind the dissenters from us, and ifaow the falten et l cf 
what he says. I wish he would tell OS what he 
leaves for a clergyman to do, if he may not instruct 
the people in religion, and if they sbouid not receive 
his iiutructions. 

Page 411. " The restraint rf the ^nu a badge 
of popery," Why ia that a badge of popeiy? 
why not restrain tlic press to thoK who would con- 
found religion, as in civil matters ^ But thia touch- 
eth himself. He would starve perhapi. Sec. Let 
him get gome honcster livelihood then. It U plain, 
all his argumentj against constraint, &c. favour the 
papists as much as disscnteTa ;'for both have opi-. 
Dions that may affect the peace of the state. 

Page 413. " Since thi; Discourse, &c." . And 
rnust we have another volume on this one subject of 
independcDCy ! or, is it to fright ns ? I am not of 
Dr. Hickes's mind, Qu'il venge. I pity the readers, 
and the clergy that must answer it, belt e\er so in- 
sipid. Iteflect on this sarcastic conclusion^ &c. 
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THE YEAR i;o8: 
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kovtu, akb sbt downf'thb peksoks 

Aambd, aud the bk'bat ACTIOKS 

a9ii> events of kbxt ybak 

pahticOlakly related, 
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TO PASS. 

Vritten to prevent the people op ekglakii 

f&oh sbihc faether imposed on xt 

vclgak aluakack-wakb&s. 

Bt ISAAC BICKEKSTAFF, Esa. 



Dr. Swift, witen be h*J writtni theu Prediclioiu, beiog U. 
( IM) what lunw la pnfix tn them, obFtrved a ti{n over ■ 
bMM HtMre « laclumiib dwrlt, md foand Uk nuiH of Bict}- 
•rilsS If rii»n WHlir ir; which beint a name loinewhu un- 
•MDcnm, b* cboH (o call himictf Iuk BiekeriUlf. Tha 
una WMitetwird ado^ad bf Mr. Siaels, a* aothorof tha 
Tatlar. Tliit liaOWirtHU iiici wn icrinwly bonit by ihe In- 
m h hnufal, u ihe anthor wst iiinred'k/ Sir Fwt 
'itMort. N. 
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I HAVE CQnudeied the now abulc of aslmlogr 
in ihis kingdom, and.upoa aebating the matter with 
myself, I could not pogslbly lay the fault upou the 
art, but upon those gross impoatorsj who set up to 
be the 3rtists. I koow several learned men bava 
coatendcd, that the vhole is a cheat ; that it is nb- 
mid and ridiculous to imagine, the starx can have 
any iufiuence at all upon biman actions, thoughts, 
or inclinations ; and wliocver has not bent bis studies 
thjt way, may be excused for thiukuig so, whtti he 
se«s ja bow wretched a manner that noble art is 
treated, by a few nieau' illiterate traders between us 
ai;d the stars 4 who import a yearly (took of non- 
»DS4,. lies, fbily, and impcrtiDCDcc, which they 
otfer 10 the world as geDuine from the planets, 
^ough they descend from no greater a hdgnt than 
their own brains. 

I intend, in a short tiiDej to publish a large end 
lational defence of thil An, and therefore shill say 
DO mote in its justification at present, than that it 
has been in all ages defended b^ many learned men, 
and among the rest by, Socrates himself) whom I 
look upon as undoubtedly the wisest of uniniipircd 
mortals : to which if we add, that those who have 
condemned this art, though otherwiselearned, hav- 
ing bfeen such as either did not apply their studies 
this wsy, or at least did not succeed in their appli' 
utious, thai testimony will not be of much wciglit 

K3 
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to its disrdvantr<gr, since thejr arc tialfle to the cbiS' 
mon objicUon, of condemning what they did not 
undent and. 

NQr*atpIat all, offended, or* do I Ihiak it 
an inju:y ta the Brt, when I wfc the coramori 
dealers' .n it, the stndents in antfolon, the philo- 
lualhs, rod the rest of that trtbe,treated hy vise men 
-with tt e utmobt KoUt and cOhteiDpt; bat I rather 
wonder, when I obset^'c gentlemen in the country, 
rich enoogli ti serve the nation in parliament, poring 
In Partridge's alrnanack, to find on! the ei'ehts of 
the year, at hotue and abroad g hot dtriftg to prd- 
poae a himcing match, tiU Gadbufy f or he nave 
fixed the wratber. 

I will allov eitber of the tW6 I Kave mentioned, 
or any otlier of the ffaCemi^, tft be net only Rstro- 
Iflgers, but conjdrerfl too, if I do not produce s 
hundred instaricei in all their almanacks, to con- 
Tince any reasonsble man, (hit they do not so 
much at undcntand ct^nmon gmmmar aAd syntax ; 
that they are not tMfi to spell my ifotA out of the 
aiual rood, tior, even tti dieir prefacea, to wriW 
eommon tense, or intellig;iye English. Hen, fnr 
their dbserratiolit and pr«dic6oni, tkey are such 

* InlheiHC of thciE Jisjaaclive pirtldo, wriuti Iim> bcM 
Tery inaccurile, mlnj Ilie negalite in ono pirt of ihe tentence, 
iUid [ha iffirniiliTV in ilw ochsr, it in tlie «Uo*e intUnce. < ^r 
am-Iat allnlfcRUf, tr da I iMak/ ftc ItttinnldDB, 'mrAo 
I thinlc,' He. Tti* affinMctTS thould alwip b« fuHowtd hj 
an xffirmaiK*, the ncgxiTd t| aaeptim, IlshvtdkiAte', 

f Ji-hn Gadhury, who w)i bred a tiilor ■> OxSon', wa ■ 
enabled, hy 'lie inttmclinni of LTlly, to tel Qp ihe liidtnr 
almioickiia'kiiit '"'' fi'nunoitlting for hhn«tf. His ftn mis 
emplnyed fnr many jt^s on MlJviciM, almanMte, lad pto- 
•kgie*. HewMjiv'mtia li^O; Hid wit |lmught la W atn* 
fo[ miny yeaii (fisr hit daceue, m hii nawe.<uiiun«<illDli* 
fixed to an jlmanatk ftmilar to that which was publiihtJ id 
liii lireiinie. " Tin Black Life of J'llin Gidburj" waa wiiuc* 
bj rartridet. K. - 



Ss will equally snit any age or counby tn (be World, 
" This month a certain great person wiH be threat- , 
ehed wtH death or sickness." This the news- 
papers win tel) them ; for there vc ftnS « the end 
of the year, that np mrmth passes witttont ths 
(leath of some perton o( note; and k would ht 
hard, if it should be otherwise, when there are at 
leait two thousand persons of note in this Wugitom, 
many of them otd, and the almanack maker hai 
ilie liberty of choosing the sickliest season of thS 
Teaf, where he may fix his prediction. Again, 
" (his month an eminent clergyman 'wffl lie pre- . 
ferred ;" of which there may be many hundreds, 
half of them with one foot in the grate. .Then, 
" sudi a planet in sodh a house sHotts great tna- 
Chinations, plots, and conspiracies, that may in 
time Tae bron^t to light:" after which, if Wtf 
hear of any discovery, the astrologer gets the ho- . 
houf; if not, his predictions still stand eotid. And 
at last, " God preserve king Willfam from all hi* 
open and secret enemies. Amen." Wbed if the _ 
king should happen to hate, died, the astroh^ef " 
plainly foretold it; otherwise it passes but for tlie 
pious qaculation of a loyal 3ob}ect ; though it un- 
lacklly happened in some of their almanacks, that ' 
poor kin^WilGam was prayed formanynronlhs after 
he *as (lead, because it fdl cH, that he died about 
the beginning of the year. 

To mention no morft of Hieir impertinfent pre* 
dictions, irfiat haye w« to do with their adfeilise- 
mcnts about''pilisaiid drinks foitbetcrcfea] disease?" 
©r their mutual quarrels in vefsc and prose of whi* 
ani tdry, wherewith ijie stars have Ktue to do ? 

Hiving long observed aed lamented these, and 
a hundr«! other abuses of this art too tedious to 
tepeat, I resolved to proceed in a new way, winch 
1 doabt »ol will be tn the gtn^al fatistacCion of 
the kingdoiA i I eaa'this year produce bttt i spoci- 
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mcD of what I de«gn for the future; having em- 
ployed most mrt of my time, in adjusting and cor- 
reeling the calculations I made for some years past, 
becaute I would offer nothing to the woild, of 
which I am not as fully satisfied, as that I am now 
alive. For these two la^t years I havp not failed io 
above one or two particulars, and those of no very 
great niomeoL I exactly foretold the miscarriage 
at Toulon, with all its particulars ; and the loss 
of admiral Shovel*> though I was mistakeu as to 
ihe day, placins that article about thirty-six houn 
Eoouei than it happened ; but upon reviewing my 
schemes, I quickly found the cause of that errour. 
I likewise foretold the battle of Almanzaf to the very 
day aM hour, with the lost on both sides, and 
the coo5e<]uences thereof. All which I showiid to 
satae friends many mouths before they happened ; 
tliat is, I gave them papers sealed up, to open at 
such a time, after w-lilch they were at liberty to 
'read them; »nd there they found my predictions 
true in eveiy article, except one or two very 
minute, , 

Ai for the few following predictic«is I now offer 
the world, I forbore U> publish thetp, till I had perused 
the several almanacks for the year wc ar? now en- 
tered upon. I found, them all in the usual strain, 
and I beg the reader will compare their manner 
with mine : and here I make bold to tell the world, 
that I Iav the whole credit of my ait upon the 
tmth of tnese predictions; and I will be content, 
that Partridge, and (he rest of bis clan, may hoot 
me far a cheat and impostor, if I fail in any single 
particular of moovnt. 1 believe, afiy man who 
reads thii paper, will look upon me to be at 
least a, person of as much hones^ and usdentand' 
ing, 33 a common maker of almanacks. I do not 
* Sir ClMi^i^ Shovel') at«t wu wTcdwd CM. u, ITB?- H. 
. t Th^bauUofJUmauiitaifM^AptUss, ifo?. V, ~. 



Jurk~in the dark; I am not wbollv uUknoWn in 
nie world; I have set my name at lengtb to be a 
mark of infamy toinaiikind. If they shall 6nd I 

In one thing I must desire to be fbr^ven, that I ' 
talk more sparingly of borne affairs ; as it would be 
unpradehce to discover secrets of state, go it mi^t 
be dangerous to my person ; but ia smaller matters 
aod such as arc not of pablick consequence, I ehall ~ 
be very free : and the truth of my conjecturee trill 
as much appear from these as the other. As for 
the most signal events abroad in France, Flanders, 
Italy, and S^pain, I shall make no scruple to predict 
tbetn in plain terms -. some of them are of ira- 
ponance, and I hope 1 shall .seldom, mistake the da^ . 
they will happen ; therefore, I tliipk good to in- 
furm the reader, that I shall all along make use of 
ihe old style obwrred in l^nglandj which I dcstro 
be will Gotnpare with that of the newspapers, at 
the time they relate the actions I mention. 

i must add oni; word more : I know it has beco 
the (pinion of several learned persacs, wbo ikink- 
well enough of the true art of astrology, that ths 
stars do only indine, and not force the actions or 
wills of men : and thereforel however I may pro- 
ceed by right rules, yet I cannot in prudence, so 
confidently assore the events will follow exactly ts 
I predict them. 

I hope I have maturely considered this ohjcctioo, 
which in some cases is of no little weight. For 
example ; a man may, by the inflaence of aa over* 
niling planet, be disposed or inclined to lust, lage, 
or avarice, and yet by the force of reason ovcTCame - 
that evil in&uence ; and th« was the case of So- 
crjtes : but the great events of the world, usiuUy 
depending upon numbers of men, it cannot be ex- 
pected ihey sbooU all unite to cross their inclina-. 
tJQOs, for pursuing a gene^ design, wherein tbe/ 
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nnaramouily i^rM. BeBiAes, the in^aAicie tf ib0 
Man reacfaea to mmj' ac6ont and eventi, vht^H 
are notany wa^ift tbepomrofmion'; assickneM, 
deathi and what ve commonly call accidenta, wltfa 
many more needlna tb tep«af.. 

But now/ it is time W proeeed fo ti^ prediction*, 
which I have begun to c^eiilate fnm the time t£af! 
the sun enten into Anesi. And thia 1 tyie to he 
proper]/ the beE^nning of the natural je«f, 1 
pumie them to the time, that he enters Libra, oi* 
aomewhat more, which i« the bus/ period of tb« 
year. The remainder ! have nOt yet adjtuted, upon 
acconm of MvKral impe*racnts needless here to 
Biention : besidei, I mu»t remM fhe tcader again, 
Ifaat this ii but a specimen of what I design in suo 
caeding years to treat more at latje, if 1 may hare 
Bbcrty and encouragCrtient. 

IVif first prediction is buf il drifle, yet I will mdO' 
tion it, to show bow i^orattt these sottish pre- 
tehdcra to astrology are m their own Concerns': it 
relates to PBrtri<l^ the almanaekmaker ; I have 
cDiiaulted the star ef his' nativity hy nly ewrf rales, 
and find be will infetlibly die upon tifie 2gtfa ot 
Sllarch nent, about eleven at night, of a raging 
ftvcr ; tlierflfore I adrise hon H> consider of it, ani 
settle his affirirs in time. 

The month of April wiB be observable fiw tiiS 
death of many great persons. On the 4th will die 
ibe eardinai de Noailles, archbishop of Paris,: ou 
ihe iitfc the young prince of Asturias, son to the 
duke of Anjou : on the J4th a great peer of fhia 
realm will die at his country house : on the iijth 
on old Isjinlan of great feme for ieaming ; and on 
the 35d an eminent goidsmith in Lombard street. 
] could mention others, both at home and abroad, 
if I did not consider such eventsof very litfle use or 
imtruction to the reader, or to the world- 

As to publick aflmra j on the 7th <rf this isKiath 
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J^BCB will be an ioHutectkui io Danpfune, occ*« 
MoDcd-bx the offpECsaiam c^ the pw^ile» wliidi will 
opt be quieted m «o(ne moatbs. 

Oo die ijth will tie b riohot storm on tl» 
sou^-east coaat of Fraac«, which will deitrdy 
qaanr of tbnr shipBt aad some in the very harbour. 

The .ipdi wvU be famooB for the revolt of a wholt 
provinoe or kingdom^ excepting oac city, by whid» 
the affaks <f a vertalo prince in the aUionce will 
takft a belter face. 

Mayj j^liiiut coraroon conjectures, will be no 
very buqy moath in Burope, but very signal for tbo 
4ea(ii «f the dauphin, wfiich will happen on the 
Jth, after « short it of uchiqess aiid grievous tor- 
meiits with the straggory. iiv diet les£ lamcDted by . 
th^ coi^ thaj^ the lungcUsn. / 

On the Mil a mareschal of France will break hi* 
l(g br a-feU Zombis h«rac> 1 have not been atile to - 
fliipOTer whether he viU then die or oot. 

On the Tith will begin a cwat important ai^, 
vhiji^h the ^ai of all Euttfie will be upon : I can- 
not be HNire paitioular: fbr^ in relating atfain 
Ithat •<> nearly ^iiwoeqi l^e confederates, and con- 
•equently this kingdom, I am forced to confine 
tvfhti^, ^ twrorql tewoM vet^ obvious to the reader. 
On the 15th news will arrive of a v«y AirprisiDg 
«vcn.t. ^tan whiioh :po4ui% can be mqm. - unes.- 
pfl***. " - .■•■/■■ 

- On the 19th three noble ladies of this King;doin 
wm, against all expcotation, prove viih cluld, to the 
great joy of their husbands. 

On .ttie J.9d a famous buffoon of 'the playhousfa 
will 4ie^, ridiculous death, suitable tohis vocati<»i. 

Jmc Thi« monthiwill be distinguished at home, 

by the otter dispersing of those ridtci^ous deluded 

Aitlmuasts, eommonly called the prophets*; occ^'- 

* Abootlhii tineihMewsreionieEn|liihindFrBiichjaiuiU 

frsa Kam*, wnt 10 Orcat Britain aiidlraUad, todiviilttM^ 
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rtooed ehif fl; bj Kcitig the time cone, when msti^ ! 
' ai tbdr prophecies should be fulfilled, and then 
findini; thrmielra decMTcd by contraiy events. It j 
ll indmd \o be admiml, bow any deceive can be so 
mak to foiWel things near at hand, when a very few , 
raontha tntut of necessity discover the imposture to 
tXi the vorld } in thii point less pnident than com- 
mon almanackinakeri, who are so wise to wander 
in generals, and talk dnUously, and learc to the 
l^dcr the business of interpreting.. 

On the first of this month a French General will 
be killed by a random shot of a cannon-ball. 

On the 6th a fire wilt break out in the Eubtubs of 

Pariiy whicti will destroy above a thousand bouses j 

- tnd (£enu to be the fArebodiog of what will happen, 

to the surprise of all Europe, about the end of tbe 

' IbHowing month. 

On the lOth a great battle will be fought, which 
vill beginattbaroftfaeclockin theaftemoon; and 
laft till nine at night with great obstinacy, but no 
wiy decisive eVent. I shall not name tbe place, fix 
the reasons aforesaid; but the commanders on eteh 
left wing will be. killed.— I sec bonfires, andhelirtlie 
noise of gun^ tor a victory. 

On tbe i^ih theic will be a feke report of die 
Prencli klng> death. 

On tbe 80th car^nal FoCtfcaKrtv will di« of a 
dyiente^, widi )great tttspiraoa <^ p(»9on3 bat the 

dioract tha paopte with KHhMiiitick prindplM oF rdi^oo, in 
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*, ind oUtgM mIexti lbs klagdon npoti their 
r.>»bei«ttiil*iaAi|ai*a. Tbt; occ^oMd M*eal 

, , .A Mkd abMi 17*1, Intir Richsnl Biribeler, Dr. 

WDoJuf^rri, Jafan Lacy, esq^Mr. Ueuxj Kicludttn, aodathtrt 
— nr. Berlciley, afifrwird biitiop ol Ck>ynB, uw a Jcmit at 
Boffle, wjHi acknowteiiied tiiitiKlf Ca h^iTC bcM oM of Ihtl* 
fiortaeti. N. ' 
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report of 4]i$ inteDtidh to revoU to kiug Charles will 
prove false. 

July. The 6th of this month, a certain general 
■will, by a glorious action; recover the reputation he 
lost by former misfortunes. 

Oa the 12 th a great coronoander will die a prisoner 
in the hands of his enemies, 

On the 14th a shameful discovery will be made 
of a French Jesuit, giving poison to a great jweign 
general ; and when he is put to the torture, he will 
make wonderful discoveries. 

In short this will prove a month of great action, 
if I might have liberty to relate the particulars. 

At home the death of an old famous senatof will 
happen on the 15th at his country house, worn. out 
with age and diseases. 

But that which will make this tndnth memorable 
to ail posterity, is the death of the French king, 
Lewis theFoarteenth, after a week's sickneSsat Marii, 
which will happen on the 19th, about six o'cliick in 
the evening. It seems to be an fiffectof tlie gout iii 
the stomach, followed by a £lik. And iu three days 
after monsieur Chamillard will follow his master, 
dying suddenly of an apoplexy. 

In this month likewise an am^a^sador will die iu 
London j but I cannot assign the day. 

August. The affairs of France will seem to sulfer 
no change for a while under the duke of Burgundy's 
administration ) but the genius that anirnated the 
whole machine being gone, will be (he cause of 
mighty turns and revolutions in tlie foilowing year. 
The new king make* yet little change eithei in tlie 
army or the ministry j but tde libels against hi^ 
grandfather, that fly about his very court, give biiu 
uneasiness. 

I see an express in mighty haste, with joy and 
Wonder'in his looks, arriving by break of day on 
the 26th pf this months havmg travelled iu three 

YbL. IV.- L 
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i3j» X prodigious jouraey by land and tea. In the 
evening I hear bells and guns, and see tfaetilaziag 
of a thousand bonfires. 

A young admiral of noble birth do!es likewise 
this moiiCli gain inunortal hquouT by a great 

The affain of Poland are this month entirely 
'settled: Augustus resigns his pretensions, which he 
had again taken up tot some time j Stanislaus i; 
peaceably possessed of the tbronC; and the king of 
Sweden declares for the emperor. 

I cannot omit one particuiar accident here at 
home} that near the end of this month much mis- 
chief will be done at Barthdomew fair, by the tall 
of 3 booth. 

September. This month begins with a very sur- 
prising fit of frosty weather, which will last near 
twelve days. 

The pope having long languished last month, 
the swellings in his legs breaking, and the flesh 
mortifying, will die on the nth instant; and in 
three weeks time, after a niighty'contest, be suc- 
ceeded by a cardinal of the imperial faction, but a 
native of Tuscany, who is now about sixty-one 
years old. 

Tlie French army now acfs wholly on the defen- 
sive, strongly fonified in their trenchesj and the 
young Frencli king sends overtures for a trea^ oi 
peace by the diike of Mantua; which, because it 
is u matter of state, that concerns us here at horae, 
I shall speak no farther of. 

I shall add but one prediction more, and that in 
mystical terms, which shall he included in a verse 
out of Virgil, 

jlller erit jam Tetkys, et altera qua) vekal jirgo 
Dclecios keroas. 

V'lKin the Sjth day tif this month, the fulfilUng 
of this prediction will be manifest to every body. 
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T^is is the ^rthost I have proceeded in mj' calcu- 
lations for the present year. I do not pretend, that 
these are all ihc great events, which will happen ia 
this period, hut chat those I have set down will 
iiifallibi/ come to pass. It wUl perhaps still be ob- 
jected, why I have uQt spoke more particularly of 
dfiairs at home, or of the success of our armies 
abroad, which I might, and could very largely have 
done;, but those in power have wisely discouraged 
men from meddling in pubUclc concerns, and I was 
resolved by no means to give the least offence. This 
I will venture to my, that it will be a glorious cam- 
paign for the allies, wherein the £ng]isE forces, both 
by sea and land, Biill have their full share of honour : 
that her majebty queen Anne will continue in healtlt 
and prosperity : and that no ill accident will arrive to 
any in the chief ministry. 

As to the particular events I have mentioned, the 
reader may judge by the fulfilling of them, whe- 
ther i am on the level with common astrologers; 
who, with an old paltry cant, and a few pothooks 
for planets to amuse the vulgar, have, in my opi- 
nion, too long been suffered to abuse the world: 
but an bcmESt physician ought not to be de- 
spised, because there are such things as mounte- 
I»nka, 1 hope 1 have some share of reputation, 
which I would not williugly forfeit for a frolick or 
humour: and I believe no gentleman who read* 
this paper, will look upon it to be of the same cast 
or moiud with the common scribbles, that are every 
day hawked about. R^ fortune has placed me 
above the little regard of writing for a few pence, 
which 1 neither value or want* : therefore let not 
wise men too hastily condemn this essay, intended 
for a good design, to cultivate and improve an an- 

• ' Which I miilur value, er want". Here lh« diijaaclin 
neKHivt, miitir, ii fallowed bf the afflrmative, tr; which it 
improper. It tboald be, ' nhlctt I ncitbcc v«lae, wr wtnt.' 3. 
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cient art, long in Hisgracp by having ftllen into 
mean unskilful hands. A little time will determine 
whether I have deceived others or myself: and 
I ihiuk it no very unreasonable request, tltat men 
wmild phase to suspend their judgments till then. 
I M'aa once of the opinion with tiiose, who despise 
nil predictions from the stars, til! the year i68<5, 
a man of (Quality showed fne, written in his alfrim*', 
that the most learned astronomer, captain Hailey, 
assured htm, he would never believe any thing of 
the stars influence, if therfe were not a great if vo- 
lution in England in the year 1688. Since that 
time I began to have other thoughts, and after 
eighteen years diligent study and application, I 
d)ink I have no reason to repent of my pains. I 
shall detain the reader no longer, than to Jet him 
know, thai the account 1 design to give of next 
year's events, shall take in the ■principal affeirs that 
happen in Europe; and if I be denied the liberty of 
aftering it to my own coutilry. I shall appeal to the 
learned world, by publishing it in Latin, and giwng 
order to have it pruned in Holland. 

'* jiHim ii Ihe aame ofn piper bonk, in wliich it wasiKuat 
for a maii't (riendi Id wi ile iJown ■ Ecnnnce with their nimesi 
(o l^c-p ilicm in tiis ruinainbraace i it it iii|l coninioa in wiDt) 
of Itie fareiEa UDiT«t:titiit. H. 
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AN ANSWER 



BICKERSTAFF. 



BY A PERSON OF QUALITY, 



1 HAVE not observed, for some years past, any 
insignificant paper to have made more noise, or 
be more greedily bought, than that of these Predic- 
tions. Tliey are the wonder of the comnion peo- 
ple, an amusement for the better sort, and a jest 
only to the wise: yet, among these last, I have 
beard some very miacb in doubt, whether the 
author meant to deceire others, or is deceived him- 
self. Whoever he was, he seems to have with 
great art adjusted his paper both to please the 
rabble, and to entertain persona of condition. The 
writer is, without question, a gentleman of wit and 
learning, although the piece seems hastily written 
in a sudden frolick, with the -scornful thought of 
the pleasure he will havf^ in putting - this great 
town into a wonderment about nothing : nor do I 
doubt but he, and his friends in the secret, laugh 
often and plentifully in a corner, to reflect how 
many hundred thousand fools they have already 
made. And he has them fa$t for some time : for 
EQ they are likely to continue until his prophecies 
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begin to fail in the erents. Nay, it is a great 

Jaestion wKelbcr' the miscaniage of the two or three 
Tst, will so entirely uodtceivc peopie, as to hinder 
them from expecting ihe accomplishment of the 
rest. I doubt not but some thousands of these 
papers are caiefully preserved by as many persons, 
to confront with the eveiUsj and tiy whether the 
astrologer cjtaclly keeps the day and hour. And 
these I lake to be Mr. Bickerstatf 's choicest cullies, 
for whose sake chiefly he writ his amnsemeat. 
Meanwhile he has seven weeks good, during which 
time tlie world is to be kept in suspence : lor it is 
so long before the almaiiackraaker is to die, which 
is the first prediction ; and, if tlmt fellow happens 
'to be a splenetick visionary fop, or has any faith in 
his own art, the prophecy may punctually come to 
pass, by very natural means. As a gentleman of 
my acquaintance, who was ill used by a mercer in 
town, wrote him a letter m an miknown hand, lo 
give him notice tliat care had been taken to convey 
a slow poison into his drink, which would inlal- ' 
libly kill him in a montli ; after which, the man 
began in earnest to languish and decay, by the 
mere strenglh of !mAginati«n, and would certainly 
have died, if care hud raot been taken to undeceive 
him, before the jest went too far. The like effect 
npon Partridge would wonderfully rise Mr. Bicker- 
slaft's reputation for a fortnight kmger, until we 
could hear from France, whether the cardinal tie 
Noaillcs were dead or alive upon the fourth of April, 
which is the second of his predictions. 

For ■ piece !0 carelessly writteii, the obwrvations 
upon aelrology are reasonable and pertinent, the 
remarks just; and as the paper is partly designed, 
in my opinion, for a satire upon the- credulity of 
the vulgar, and tliat idle itch of [peeping into futu- 
rities, so it is no more than what we all of us de- 
Bcn-e, And, since we must be teased with petpe- 
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toal hawkers of strange and \vonderful tbtogi, I am 
glsd to BM a man of Ecnte, find leisure aiid hunrtour 
to uke up the trade, for his own and out (liver«ion. 
To speak in tbe town phrase, it la a bite j he has 
fully had his jest, and may be •atisfied. 

I very much approve the serious. air he givei 
lumself in his introduclion and conclusion, ^ich 
has gone far to give some people, of no mean 
rank, an t^inicni that the aulnor believes himself. 
He tells lis, *' He places tlie whole credit of his art 
on the truth of .these predictions, and will -he 
con'eut to be hooted by Partridge and the rest 
for a cheat, if he fails in any one particular j" , 
with several other strains of ihe same kind, wherein 
I perfixtly believe him ; and tliat he is very indif- 
ferent whether haac Bictersiajy \x a mark of in- 
famy or not. But it seems, although he has joined 
an odd surname, to no very common Christina 
one, that in this kige town there is a man found 
to own both the naifaes, although, I believe, not the 
paper. 

I believe it is no small mortification to this gen- 
tleman astrcdoget, as well aa. his bookseller, to find 
tiieir piece, which they sent out in a tolerable print 
and paper, immediately seized cmi by three or fonr 
interloping printa^ of Grub street, the title stuffed 
with an abitratt of the whole matter, together with 
the standard epithets of strange and vjonderfiil, the 
price brought down a full half, which was but a 
penny in its piime, and bawled about by hawkera 
of the inferior class, with theconcluding cadence of 
" a halfpeoOT apiece." But sic cecidit Phaeton : 
and, to cxmfort him a little, this production of mine . 
will have the same fate : tomorrow will my ears be 
grated by the kttle boys and wenches in straw hats; 
and I must a hundred (inies undergo the mortifica- 
tion to have my own work ot^ed me to sale at an 
under value* I^cn, wbida is a great de^ worse. 
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my acquaintance, in the coffeehouse will ask me 
whether I have seen the " Answ er to 'squire Bicker- 
slaff's Preclictions," and whether I knew the pnppy 
that Writ it : and how to keep a man's countenance 
in such a juncture, is no easy point of conduct. 
When, in this case, you see a man shy either in 
praising or condemning, ready to turn otF the dis- 
course to another snhject, standing as little in the 
light as he can to hide his blushing, pretending to 
sneeze, or take snuff, or go off as if sudden bosiness 
called him ! then piy him close, observe his look 
narrowly, see whether his speech be constrained 
or affected, then chaise him suddenly, or whisper 
and smile, pnd you will soon discover whether 
he be guilty. Although this seem not to the 
purpose I am discoursing on, yet I tliink it to be so; 
for I am much deceived if I do not know the 
true author of Bickerstaff's Predictions, and did 
not meet with him some days ago in a cofieehonse 
at Covent Garden. 

As to the matter of the Predictions thenjaelves, I 
shol! not enter upon the examination of them ; but 
think it very incnmbent upon Ihc learned Mr. Par- 
tridge to take them' into his consideration, and lay 
as many errours in astrology as possible to Mr. Bick- 
erstaft-s account. He mayjastly, I think, chal- 
lenge the 'squire to publish the calculation he has 
made of Partridge's natWi^, by the credit of which, 
he so detemiinalely pronbiinceg the time and 'the 
manner of his 'death j and Mr. BickerHaff can do 
no less, in honour, than give Mr. Partridge the same 
advantage of calciilating his, by .Bending him ait 
account of the time and place of his birth, with 
other particulars necessary for such a work. By 
which, no doubt, the, Jearnedworld will. beengaged 
in the dispute, and take part on each side according 
as lliey arc inclined. 

I should likewise advise Mr. Partf idge to inquire, 
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vliy Mr. Bickerstaff does not so mucli ^s offer at one 
prediction to be lulfiited, until two months after the 

tinie of publishing hia pnpcr. I'hi^ looks a little 
suspicious, as if he were desirous To keep the world 
in play as long as he deceotly could ; else it were 
hard he could not aft'oid us one prediction between 
this and the aplh of March ; which is not so 
fair dealings as we have even frona Mr. Partridge 
and his brethren, who give us their predictions 
(such aa thoy are indetsd) for every montli in tlie 
year. 

There b one passage in Mr.Blckerstaff's [«per. 
that seems to be as higli a itraiii of assnrance, as I 
have any where met with. It is that prediction for 
the mouth of June, which relates to the French pro- 
phets here in town j where he tells us, " They will 
utterly disperse, by seeing the time come, wherein 
their prophecies should be fixlfiUed, and then tinding 
themselves deceived by contrary events." Upon 
which, he adds, with great reason, " his wonder 
how any deceiver can be so weak, to foretel things 
near at hand, when a very few months must dis- 
cover the imposture to all the world."' " This i* 
spoken with a great deal of affected uiiconcerned- 
ness, as if he would have us thinkhimself to be not 
under the least apprehension, that the same it^ 
two months will be his own case. With respect 
to tile gentleman, I do not remember to have 
lieard of so relincd and fdeasant a piece of impu- 
dence ; which I hope the author will not resent 
as an imcivil word, because I am sure I enter 
into his taste, and take it as he meant it. How- 
ever, he half deserves a reprimand, for writing witl* 
Eo much scorn and contempt for the uoder&tandtu^ 
of the majority. 

for the month of July, he tells us " of a 
geaeral, who, ly a glorious action, will recover the 
reputation he lost by former misfortunes." This 
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is commonly understood to be lord Galloway ; wto 
it' he be already dead, as some newspapers have it, 
Mr. Bickerstaff has made a trip. But tbis I do nol 
niach insist on ; for it is hard if anottier general can- 
not be found under the same circumstances, to whom 
this prediction may be as well applied. 

The French king's death is very punctually re- 
lated ) but it was unfortunate to make him die at 
Marli, where he never goes at that season of the 
j'eai:, as I observed myself during three yenrs I 
passed in that kingdom : and, discoursing some 
months ago with monsieur Tallard, about die 
French court, I find tliat king never goes to Marli 
for any time, bat a{iout the season of hunting there, 
which is not till August. So that there was an un- 
lucky slip of Mr. Bickerstaff, for want of foreign 
education. 

He concludes with resuming his promise, of pub- 
lishing entire prediciions for next year; of which the 
other astrologers need not be in very much pain. I 
suppose we shall have them much about the same 
time with"ThcGeneralHi8Cai7of Eats." I believe 
we have done with him for ever in this kind ; and 
though I am no astrologer, may venture to prophesy 
that Isaac Bidcersiaff, esq. is now dead, and died just 
at the time his predictions were ready for the press : 
that he dropped out of ihe clouds al>out nine days 
ago, and, in about four hours after, mounted i^ 
thither again tike a vapour ; and will', one day or 
other, perhaps, descend a second time, WhenhebiS 
some new, agreeable, or amusing whimsey to pass 
upon the town ; wherein, it is vtry probable, be will 
succeed as often a& he is disposed to try the esperi- 
ment j that is, as long as he can preserve a thorough 
contwnpt for his own time, and other people's under- 
standings, and is resolved not to laugh cheaper than 
at the eipcnse of a million of pec^le* 
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THE 
ACCOMPLISHMENT 

OP THE FIBST OF 

MR. BICKERSTAFF's PREDICTIONS; 

AN ACCOUNT 

of the death of 

Mr. partridge, the ALMANACKMAKER, 

tipon the 29th in9takt. 

ik a letter to a persom of honour. 

VIIJTTBK Itl THE TEIK I^oS. 



MY LORD, 

In obedience to your lordship's commands, as well 
as to satisfy my own curiosity, I have some days 
past inquired constantly after Partridge the almanack- 
maker, of whom it was foretold in Mr. Bickerstaff 's 
Predictions, published about a month ago, that he 
should die Ihe 39th instant about eleven at night 
of a raging fcrer. I had s<ane sort of knowledge 
of him, when I was employed in the revenue, be- 
cause he used every year to present me with his 
almanack, as he <Ud other geatlenien, ufioa th« 
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score of some little gratuity we gave him- t saw 
him accidentally once or twice about ten days before 
he died, and observed lie began very much to droop 
and languish, thougb I hear, his fricitds did not 
aeem to apprehend him in aoy danger. About 
two or three days ago he grew ill, was .confined 
first to hii chamber, and in a few hours after to his 
bed, where Dr. Case*, and Mrs. Kirleus f were 
Bent for to visit, and to prescribe to hiip. UpOfl 
this intelligence, I sent thrice every day one ser- 
vant or other to inquire after his health ; and 
yesterday, about fbur in the afternoon, word was 
brought me, "tliat he was past hopes:" upon which 
1 prevailed with myself to go and see him, partly 
out of commiseration, and I confess, partly out of 
curiosity. He knew me very well, seemed sur- 
prised at my condescension, and made me compli- 
ments upon it, as well as he could in the condi- 

* John Cite WIS many yean a noted practiiioner in pliyiiek 

■lid of SaffulO, and postcisod the magical nunsils of bnih. He 
tuati iliB»erBe< of hii predectisnr (lom (he sign-poti, anl 
■nhstituied in iheirtlead lliis ilittich, by wliicb heiisaiil lotum 
goi more itian Dryden did by all bii works, 
" Within ihij place 
" Llres doctarCale." 
Be puhliihed, in 16)7, one of the mnsc prpToHRd aMroIo^cal 
pieco the world ever law, called, "The Angelical Goids, 
diowiag men and women their chance in ihit elenvefnary life,'' 
in fear books. The diagramt in this work wonlJ probably 
hive puzzled £i>cUd, though he had studied aicrologv, — 
From liie mention made of him by Swift, he appears 10 have 
been living in ijdS. WheiiTutchin puWiihedhis Ohservatorf, 
the doctor used freiguaally to adiertiie hinntelf at the end uf 
thai paper. N. 

t Mary Kirleoi, widow ot Jt*n Kirleu), son of Ur. 
Thomai Kiileus, a cnllegiate physician of* London, and twura 
physician in ordinary to kingCliade^ II. was a constant adnr' 
tisei in the Observator, atxl "dealt nitb all persooi accoidintio 
their abilitiei." H. . 
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tioo he was. The people about him aaid, ' ' lie had 
been for some time delinouu;" but when I saw 
him, he had his understanding ax well as ever 
1 kiicw, and spoke strong and hearty, wilimut 
any seeming uneasiness or constraint. After J had 
told him "how aorry I was to see him in tJiose 
melancholy circumslancea," and said some other civi- 
lities, suitable to the occauou, 1 desired liim " to 
tell me freely and ingenuously, whether the Pre- 
dictions Mr. Bickerstalf had published relating n> 
his death, had not too much affected and worked 
on his imagination." He confessed, " he had 
often had it in his bead,, but never with much 
apprehension, till about a fortnight before ; since 
which time it had the perpetual possession of 
Ilia mind and tiiotights, and he did verily be- 
lieve was the true natural cause of his present 
distemper : for," said he, " I am tliordughly per- 
suaded, and 1 think I liave very !;uod reasoiL';, 
that Mr. Bickeretaff spoke alt<^efhcr by guess, ami 
knew no more what will happcu this )'ear, than 
I did myself." 

1 told him, "his discourse surprised mej and 
I would" be glad be were in a staleof health to 
be able to tell roe, what reason he had to be con- 
vioced of Mr. BickcrstafFs ignorance." He replied, 
" I am a poor ignorant fellow, bred to a mc^^n trade, 
yet I have sense enough to know, that all pretences 
of foretelling by astrology arc deceits, for this mani- 
fest reason ; because tlie wise and tJie learned, who 
can onlyjudge whether there be any truth in this 
science, do all unanimously agree to laugh at aad 
despise It ; and none but the poor ignorant vulgar 
give it any ci"edit, and that only upon die word 
of such sUly wretches as I aud my fellows, who 
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can hardly write or read." I then sskn] Turn, 
" why he had not calcolaled his own nativity, to see 
whether it agrccrf with BickcrstafFs prediction ?" At 
which he (hook his head, and said, "Oh! sir, thic 
is tto time for jesting, but for repenting tliOM 
tbcderies, at I do now. from (lie very botlom of 
my heart"—" By wliat I can gatlicr from you," said 
I, "the observations and predittiona jmu printed 
with your almanacks, wcic mere impositions on 
the people," He replied, " If it were olhevwise, I 
■hould have the less to aiiBwer for. We have 
a common form for all those things ; as to fore- 
telling the weather, we never tpeddle with that, 
bnt leave it to the prihtcr, who takes it oHt of any 
old ahnnnack, ai he thinks fit; the rest was icj 
own, invention, to make my almanack sell, having 
.a wife to maintain, and no other way to get 
my bread ; for meiiding old shoes is a poor liveli- 
hood i and," added he, sighing, "I wish I may 
not have done more mischief by my pliysick, 
than my astrology ; ilioivgfa I had some good re- 
ceipts from my grandmother, , and my own ccm- 
posilioiis were such, as J thought could at least 
do no hurt." 

I had some other discourse with him, 'which 
now I cannot «all to mind ; and I fear have 
already tired your lordship. I stiatl only add one 
aircumstance, that on his detuhbed he declared 
himself a nonconfotmist, and had a fanaiick preacher 
to be his (spiritual guide. After half an hour's 
conversation 1 took my leave, being almost stifled 
by the cltxieness of the room. I imagined he could 
sot hold out long, and tlierefoie withdrew to a 
little coffeehouse hard by, leaving a servant at the 
iioiue, with orders to cbme immediately and tell 
me, as near as he could, the minute when Partrtdge 
ahculd cKpire, which wa« not above two hours 
afterj when looking apon my watch, I found it 
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IQ be above five minutes after seven ; by which 
k is clear that Mr. BickerstatF was mistaken almost 
£)UE hours in. his calculation. In the other cir- 
cumstances he was exact enough. But whether 
lie has not been the, cause- ut . this poor man's 
death, as well as' the predictor, may be very rea- 
sonably disputed*. However, it must be confes- 
sed, the matter ia odd enough, 'whether we should 
endeavour to account for it by chance, or the 
efiect of im^ination : for r-'own part, though I 
believe no man has less faith in these maitcra, 
vet I shall wait with some impatience and not 
without some eipectatioo, the fulfilling of Mi*. 
6icker.'ita£f 's second prediction, that the cardinal de 
Noailles is to die upon the fourth of April ; and if 
tiiat slKiuld be verified as exactly as this of poor 
Cartridge, I must own I should he wholly surprised, 
and at a loss, and should infallibly cspect the ac- 
ccm^lishment of all the rest. 

* The wnrdj in thii lenCence arc ill arrsnged ; it would ha 
kner tliiK — ' Bui wtieiliei: be hai notbeoiilbaciiiie, as ocIlM 
tk« ptnlicior, of tbis pOQC loaa'i deatti^ oaf verjr rcjumiablj ba ' 
<ByiileA* S. 
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'SQUIRE BICKERSTAFF DETECTEDj 

OR, T»E 

ASTROLOGICAL I.":IPOSTOR CONVICTEDj 



JOHN PARTRIDGE, 

» ASTROLOOT*. 



IT is harJ, my dear countrymen of these -umtcd 
nations, it is very bard, thaC a Briton born, a pro- 
testnnt astrologer, a man of revolution principles, an 
fliisertor of the liberty and property of the people, 
should cry out in vain for justice against a French- 
man, a pnpist, and an illiterate pretender to science, 
that would blast my reputation, most inhumanly 
bury me alive, and defraud my native country of 
those services, 'which in my double capacity, 'I t^ily 
offer the publick. 

* Th'i ptrce being on the Eame iiibject, ind tlie originil of 
■ it WC17 latp, we have ihoiinht fii 10 add it, thonjh not writtai 
by the SMnc linnil. In the Dublin edition 11 is (aid tob« milieu 
br ihe laie H. ItowB, eiq. whicti it a mistalce : for ths 
ravercnd D.'.Yaldih, pTMcher of BridenoU, Mr.Fuvidg^i 
near ocifihbiHir, iliew iinpforlutn. IL 
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"What great provocations I have received, let the 
impartial reader judge, and how unwillingly, even 
in Epy own defence, I now enter the liiits against 
falsehood, ignorance, and envy : but I am exaspc- 
ratt^d, at length, to drag out this Cacus from the 
tfc-n of obac'.irity where he lurks, detect him by the 
]ight of those stars he has so iiTipudeutly traduced, 
and show there is riot a monster in the skies so per- 
nicious and malevolent to mankind, as an ignorant 
pretender to physick and astrology. 1 shall not di- 
rectly fall on the many gross erronrs, nor expose 
the notorious absurdities of this pro^titnte libeiler, 
till I have let the learned woild fairly into the 
controversy depending, and then leave the un- 
prejudiced to judge of the merits and justice of 
my cause. 

It was toward the conclusion of the ycarijo;, 
when an irnpudent pamphlet crept into the world, 
entitled, Predictions, iSfc. Jy. Isaac Bkkerslaff', Esq, 
among th^ many arrogant asseriions laid down by 
that lying spirit of divination, he was pleased lo 
pitch on the cardinal de Noaille.s and myself, among 
many other eminent and illustrious persons, that 
were to die within the compass of the ensuing 
year; and peremptorily fists the montli, day, and 
liour of our deaths : this, I think, is sporting willi 
l^voat men, and publick spirits, to the scandal of 
fciigion, and reproach of power; and if sovereign 
princes and astrologers must make diversion for the 
i-ulgar — why then farewell, say I, to all govern- 
ments, ecclesiastical and civil. But, I thank my 
better stars, I am alive to confront this false and 
andacioiT-i predictor, and to make him rue the hour 
lie ever afironted a man of science and rcsenlmcnt. 
The cardinal may take what measures he pleases 
B'ith hini ; as his excellency is a foreigner, and a, 
papist, he 1ms ju> reason to rely on nie tor his jusi;- 
£caliuii ; I bhall only assure the world he is alive : . 
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— ^ bnt as he was bred to tetters, and b master 
of a pen, let him use it in hia own defence. In 
the mean time I shall present the publick with a 
faithful narrative of the nngetieious treatipent and 
bard usage I have received, from the virulent 
papers, and malicious practices^ of this pretended 
astrologer. 



I TRUE AMD IMPARTIAL ACCOtlNT OF TBI FXO- 
CEBI>lHea Of ISAAC BtCEBRSTAFr M^. AGAINST 



The 28th of March, anno Dom. if oS, being the 
night this Eham prophet bad so impudently fixed 
for luy last, which made titde impression on myself i 
but I cannot answer for my whole family; for 
my wife, with'concem more than usual, prevailed 
on me to take somewhat to sweat for a cold ; and, 
between the hours of eight and niDe> to go to bed : 
the maid, as she was -warming my bed, with a cu- 
riosity natural to young wenches, runs to the win- 
dow, and asks of one passing the street, who the 
bell tollfd for ? Dr. Partridge, says he, the famous 
almanack maker, who ^ied suddenly this evening: 
the poor girl provoked told. him, he lied like a rascS ; 
the other very sedately replied, the seiton had 
so informed him ; and if false, he was to blame 
for imposing upon a stranger. She asked a second, 
and a (bird, as they passed, and every one was, in 
the same tone. Now, I do not say these ar« ar- 
complices to a certain astrological 'squire, and that 
one Bickcrslaff might be saimtcring thereabout, 
because I will assert nothing here, but v» ;it I dare 
attest for plain matter of fact. My wtte at this 
fell ifilo a violent dlsorde/ ; and I n^ust owa 1 \)rai s , 
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fittle discomposed at the oddness of the accident. 
In the meao lime one knocks at my door; Bettj 
xuBs down, and opening, finds a s»ber grave person, 
■vho modcBtly inquires, if this was Dr. Partridge'^ ? 
she taking Inni for some cautious city patient, 
tliat came at that time for privacy, shows bim 
into the diningroom. As soon as I coiild com- 
pose myself, I went to him, and was surprised to 
find my gentleman mounted oo a table with a two- 
foot rule in his hand, measuring my walls, and 
taking the dimensions of the room. Pray, sir, 
says I, not to interrupt you, have you any business 
■with tne .' only, sir, Teplies.he, order the girl to 
bring me a better light, for this is but a very dim 
one. Sir, says I, my name is Partridge : O ! 
the doctor's brother, belike, cries hf ; the stair- 
case, I believe, and tliese two apartments hung in 
dose mourning, will be sufficient, and only a strip '■ 
of bays round the other rooms. The doctor must 
needs die rich, he had great dealings in his way 
for many years ; if he had no family coat, you had 
as good use the escutcheons of the company, they 
ajre as showish, and will look as magnificent, as if he 
was descended from the blood-royal. With that 
I assumed a greater air cf authority, and demand- 
ed who employed him, or how he came tlierc } 
Why, I was sent, sir, by the company of under- 
takers, says he, and they were employed by the 
honest gentleman, who is executor to the good 
doctor darted; and our rascally porter, I believe, 
is fallen fast asleep with the black cloth and sconces, 
or ho had been here, anil we might have been lack- 
ing up by this time. Sir, says I, pray be advised 
by a Iriend, and Inake the best of your speed out 
of my doors, for I hear my wife's voice, (wliich 
by the by, is pretty distinguishable) and in that 
crnL-r of the room stands a good cudgel, which 
somebody has felt before now j if that light in her 
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hanitf, and she know the bosiness you come about, - 

w ithout consulting the stars, I can assure you it will 
be employed veiy much to the detriment of yoor 
[wrson. Sir, cries he, bowing with great civility, 
1 perceive extreme grief for the loss of the docto; 
disorders you a little at present, but early in (be 
morning I will wait on you with all the necessary 
materials. Now I mention no Bickerstaffj nor 
do I say, that a certain star-gazing 'squire has been 
playing my executor before his lime ; bat I leave 
the world to judge, aud he that puts things and 
things fairly together, will not bu much wide of 
the mark. 

Well, once more I got my doors closed, and pre- 
pared foi- btd in hopes of a little repose after so 
many ruffling Adventures; just as I was putting out 
my light in order to do it, another bounces asliard 
as he can knock ; I open ihc window, and ask who 
is there, and what he wants ? I am Ned the sexton, 
replies he, and come to know whether the doctor 
ktt any orders for a funeral sermon, and where he is 
to be laid, and whether his grave is to be plain or 
bricked ? Why, sirrah, says I, you know me well 
enough ; you know I am not dead, and how 
dare you affront me after this manner ? Alackaday, 
*ir, replies the fellow, why it is in print, and 
the whole town knows you are dead j why, there 
is Mr. White the joiner is but fitting screws to your 
coffin, lie will be here with it in an instant : he 
■" was afraid you would have wanted it before thi( 
fime. Sirrah, sirrah, says I, you shall know to- 
morrow to your cost, that I am alive, and aliTC 
like to be. Why, it is- strange, sir, says he, yoq 
should make such a secret of your death to us that 
are your ndghboursj it looks as if you had a de- 
sign to defraud the church of its dues ; and let mc 
tell you, for otie that has lived so long by the 
heavens, th4t U unhandsomely done. Hist, hist. 
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sirys another rogue that stood by him ; away, doc- 
tor, ialo youF flannet gear as fast aa you can, for 
here IB a whole pack of dismals coming to you with 
their black equipage, and how iadecent will it look 
Sorytnx to stand frightening folks at your window, 
■when you should have bfen in your coffin this 
thiec hours } In shoTt, what with undertakers, ecn- 
baimers, joiners, sextons, and your daroned elegy 
bawkeri. npon a late practitioner iti physick and 
aerology, I got not one wink of sleep that niglit, 
nor scarce a moment's rest ever since. Now I 
doubt not bnC this villannus 'squire has the impu- 
dence to assert, that these are entirety strangers to 
tiro i he, good man, knows nolhiiig of the matter, 
and honest Isaac BiclcerstaliF, I warrant you, is more 
a. man of honour, than to be an accomplice with 
a pack of rascals, that walk the streets on nights, 
and disturb good people in their beds; bat he is 
mt, if he thinks the whole world is blind; for 
there is ooe John Partridge can smell a knave 
»s far as Grub street,— although he lies in, the 
most exalted garret, and writes himself 'squire; — 
but I will keep my temper, and proceed iu the 
narration. 

I could not stjr out of doors for the space of 
three months after this, but presently one comes up 
lo roc- in the street ; Mr. Partrii^c, that coffin you 
*as last buried in, I have not ycf been paid for; 
doctor, cries anoilaer dog, bow do you think 
people can live by making of graves for nothing ? 
new time you die, yon may even toll out the bell 
ymndf for Ned, A third rogue lips me by the 
elbow, and wonders, how I have the conscience to 
Ktteak. abroad without paying my funeral expenses. 
">rd, says one, I durst have swore that was honest 
Dr. Partridge, my old friend ; but, poor man, he \t 
gone. I beg your pardon, says another, yon look 
M like my old acquaintance, that I used to cousulL 
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on some private occaiions : but. alack, he is gone 

the way of all flesh Look, look, look, ctks a. 

third, after a competent tpace of staring at mc, 
would not one think our neighbour the almanaclL- 
maker was crept out of his grave, to take the other 
peep at the stars in this worla, and show how n»u^ 
he IS improved in fortune telling, bjr havii^ taken, a. 
jouniey to the other ? ' 

Niiy, the very reader of our parish, a good, sober> 
discreet person, has sent two or three times for me to 
' come and be buried <Iccently, or send him sufficienC 
reasons to the contrary ; or, if I have been interred 
in any other parish, to produce my certificate, at 
the act* requires. My poor wife is run almost 
distracted with bdngcalled widow Partridge, when 
she knows it is false ; and once a term she is cited 
into the court to take out letceis of administration. 
But the greatest grievance is, a p^try quack, that 
takes up my calling just under my nose, and In hi* 
printed directions with N. B.— says, he lives la the 
house of the late ingenious Mr. John Partridge, 
an eminent practitioner in leather, pl^nck, asd 
astrology. 

But to show how far the wicked spirit of envy* 
malice and resentment can hurry some men, toy 
nameless old persecutor had provided me a monu- 
ment at the stonecuttu's, and would hdrc erected 
it in tho parish church ; and this piece of notorious 
and expensive viUany had actually snccoeded, if 
I had not used my utmost interest with tho veitry, 
where it was carried at last but by two voices, that 
I am alive. That stratagem failing, out comes a 
haag sable elegy, bedecked with hourglasses, mat* 
locks, sculls, spades, and skeletons, with an npi-> 

* The tCatnte of ^o Car. II. for burning in wocdleo r*qDiM^ 
(hM Dacti ihill be mnde of (he compliance witb IhU scl, aad s 
cenificne thereof lodged wkh tlia minkLcr of Itie palish witt^ 
•Jjhi Atji atur in " 
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taph as ,coii£[lentlTWijtt«B to abuse me and my 
prufessioo, sa it' I ]>Bd been under ground tbeic 
twenty ^rs. 

And after such barbaroui treitnient as this, caii 
the vrorld blame ine, when I ask, what is become 
of the freedom of an Englishoian? *nd where Ja 
the libertj and property, tbst mj old gloiious 
friend came over to assert ? ^re bave drove popery 
oat of the nation, and seat slaveiy to foreign climes. 
The arts only remain in bondi^e, when a nian of 
science and character shall be openly insulted, in 
the midst of the many useful services, he is daily 
paying the pablick. Was it ever heard, even ia 
Turkey or Algiers, that a state astrdoger was 
bantered out of his life by an ignorant impostor, <a 
bawled out of the world by a pack of viliaooufi, 
deep-mouthed hawkers i though I print almanacks, 
and publish advertisements ; though '1 produce cer~ 
titicates under the ministers and churchwardens 
hands I am alive, and attest the same on oath at 
quarter- sessions, oat comes » full and true relation 
of the death and interment of John Partridge ; 
truth is bore down, attestations neglected, the tes- 
timony of sober persons despised, and a man is 
looked upon by his neighbours as if he had been 
seven years dead, and is buiicd alive in the midst cF 
bis friends and acquaintance. 

Now can any man of common sense ttiink it con- 
sistent with the honour of my protession, and not 
much bencatli the dignity of a philosopher, to stand 
l«wiiug before his own door? — alive! alive! ho! 
liie famous Dr. Partridge! no counterfeit, but all 

alive! as if I had tlie twelve celestial mon- 

. >ter» of the zodiack to show within, or was forced 
fiir a livelihood to turn retailer to May and Bar- 
tliclomew fairs. Therefore, tf her Majesty would 
but graciously be pleased to think a hardship 
of this nature worthy her royal consideration. 
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sad the next parltament, in, their great visdnn, 
cast but an eye toward the ileplcMable case <& 
tbeir old pliilomath, that annually bcstotrs bis 
good visbes on them, I ain sure there ii one Isaac 
BickerstafF, Esq. would soon be trussed up for hfi 
bloody prediciioDs, and putting good subjects in 
terrour of fbrir lives ; and that henceforward lo 
murder a man by way of prophecy, and bury him in 
a printed letter, either to a lord or commoner, shall 
as legally CDtitle him to the present posseasroct at 
Tyburn, as if he robbed on llie higliway, or cot 
your throat in bed. 

I shall demonstrate to the judicious, that France 
and Rome are at the bottom of this horrid cunspira<7 
against me; and that culpiit aforesaid is a popi^ 
.emissary, has paid hisvisits to St, Germain's, andis 
now irvthe measures of LewisXlV. That, in at- 
tempting ray reputation, there is a general roassKit 
of learning designed in these realms ; end througii 
vny sides there is a wound given to all the protestaui 
Hlnianackmakers in ' 
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ISAAC BICKERSTAFF. Esa. 



WHAT IS OBJECTED TO HIM ET MR. PARTKIDfib 
IS HIS ALMANACK FOR THE PRESENT YEAR 

i;o9. 
By the said ISAAC BICKERSTAFF, Esa. 



Mr. partridge has been lately pleased to 
treat me after a very rough manner, in mat whicii 
is called his Almanack for the present year : such 
usage is very indecent from one gentleman to an- 
other, and does not at all contribute to die di^.co- 
very of truth, which ought to be the great end in 
all disputes of tlie learned. To call a man a fool 
and Villain, an inapudent fellow, only for differing 
from him in a point merely speculative, is, in my 
bumble opinion, a very improper style for a person 
ofhis education. I appeal to the learned world, 
whether, in my last year's predictions, J gave him 



13* A VIHDICATIOK OF 

the least prorocation for such unworthy treatitietit. 
nulosopbera have differed in all ages ; but the 
dticreetestanicng them have always differed as be- 
came philosophen. Scnrrilitj and passion, in a 
controversy among scholars, is just so much of no- 
thiDg to the purpose, and at beat x tacit confession 
of a weak cause : my concern is not so much for 
my own reputation, as that of the republick of let- 
teri, which Mr. Partri^e has endeavoured to 
wound through my sides. If men of pnblick spirit 
must be superciliously treated for their ingenious at- 
tempts, how will true useftil knowledge be ever ad- 
vanced? I wish Mr. Partridge knew the thoughts, 
which foreign universities have conceived of his 
ungenerous proceedings witli me; but I am too 
teuder of its reputation to pubhsh them to the 
world. That spirit of envy and pride, which blasts 
■0 many rising geniuses in our nation, is yet un- 
known among professors abroad : the necessity of 
justifying mysefr will excuse my vanity, when I 
tell the reader, that I have near a hundred honoraiy 
letters from several parts of Europe (some as far as 
Muscovy) in praise of my performance. Beside 
several others, which, ai i Imve been credibly in- 
• formed, were opened in the post-ofiite, and never 
sent me. It is true, the inquisition in Portugal was 
pleased to burn my predictions *, and condemn the 
author and the readers of them : but I hope at the 
same time, it will be considered, in how deplorable 
a state learning lies at present in tlial kingdom : 
and with the profoundest veneration for crowned 
lieads, I will presume to add, that it a lillle con- 
cerned his majesty of Portugal to interpose hi# au- 
thority in behalf of a scholar and a gentleman, the 
subject of a nation, with which be is now in so 
jtnct an ^Uance. But the pthei kingdoms and 

• ThiiisfML Sccp-ioo. », - 
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states of Europe have treated me with eaore candonr 
and generosity. If I had leave to print the Latin 
letters transmitted to me from foreign parti, they 
would till a volume, and be a full defence igatDSt 
all that Mr. Partridge, or his accomplices ^ the 
- I'ortugal inquisition, will be ever able to object; 
who, by the way, are the only enemies my pre- 
dictions have etrer met with at home or abroad. But 
J hope I kncnv better what is due to the honour of 
a learned correspondence, in so tender a point. Yet 
some of tliose illustrious persons will perhaps ex- 
cuse me, for Irauicribing a passage or two m my 
vindication*. The most learned monsieur L«b- 
nitz thua addresscE to me his third letter : " lllus- 
Irissima Bickerstaffia astrologiee iTiitauraltyri," Ice, 
Monsieur Le Clerc, quoting my Predictions in a 
treatise }\e published last year, is pleased to say, 
*' Ita tmperrimi Bickerstaffius magnum illud AngluB 
sidus." Another great professor writing of me, has 
these words : ■" Bickerstaffivs, nolitis jhtghu, as- 
tTvtogorum knjusce s^culi facile princeps." Signior 
Magliabecchi, the great duke's fa mom library 
keeper, spends almost his whole letter in Compli- 
ments an4 praises. It is true, the renowned pro- 
fessor of astronomy it Utrecht seems to differ 
from mc in one article ; but it is after the modest 
manner tliat becomes a philosopher j as, pact latili 
viri dixerim: and jiage 55, he seems to lay the 
«rour upon the pnnter, (as indeed it ought) and 
says, vel Jbrsan error lypagraphii eum alio^uin 
Bicktrstaffiiii vir doclissimia, &c. 

If Mr. Partridge had tallowed these examples in 
the controversy between ,UB, he roi^t have spared 
mc the trouble of justifying myself in so publick » 
manner. I believe do raan is readier to ewn hit 
* The quMatiDiit hera inserted are in imitation o( I>r. Btat- 
tey, in lonia |»rt oC tbt famou caatrottnj between hiOi and 
Mr, Bojle. U. 

K 3 - ■ -,\'- 



196 A VINDICATION OF 

errours than I, or more thankful to those who will 
[ilease lo inform him of them. But it seems, this 
gentleman, instead of encouraging the progress of 
liis own art, is pleased tO'look upon all attempts of 
that kind, as an invasion of his province. He has 
tiren indeed so wise' as to make do objection against 
the tinth of my predictions, escept in one siagle 
point relating to himself: and to demonEtrate how 
much men are blinded by tbeir own partiality, I 
do solemnly assure the reader, that he is the only 
]>erson, from whom 1 ever heard that obJcciioD 
oAered ; which consideration alone, I think, will 
take off all its weight. 

With my utmost endeavours I have not been able 
to trace above two objections ever made against 
the truth of my last year's prophecies : the tirst vcas, 
of a Frenchman, who was pleased to pnblish to the 
world, " that the cardinal de Noailles was still 
alive, notwitbslanding the pretended prophecy of 
monsieur Bicjuerslaff'e." but how far a French- 
man, a papist, and an enemy, is to be believed in 
his own caUbC:, against an English protestant, who 
is true to the government, I shall leave to the can- 
did and impartial reader. 

The other objection, is the unhappy occasion of 
this discourse, and relates to an article in my Pre- 
dictions, whjth foretold the death of Mr. Partridge 
to happen on March 09, i;o8. This he is pleased 
to contradict absolutely in the almanack he has pub- 
lished for t!ie present year, and in that imgentle- 
manly manner (pardon the expression) a,s I have 
above related. In tliat work he very roundly as- 
serts, that he " is not only now alive, but waj 
likewise alive upon that very agth of Match, 
when 1 had foretold be should die." This is the 
subject of the present controversy between us; 
which I design to handle with all brevity, perspi- 
cuity, and calmness. In this dispute, 1 am kw 
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sible the eyes not only of England-, but of all 
Europe, will be upon ua : and ifae learned in every 
country, will, I doubt not, take part on that side, 
where they find most appearance of reason and 
Uuth, 

Without entering into criticisms of chronology 
about the hour of his death, I shall only prove that 
Mr. Partridge is not alive. And my first .irgument- ' 
is this : about a thousand gentlemen having bought 
his almanacks for this year, merely to find what 
he said against me, at every line they lead, they 
would lift up their eyes, and cry out, betwixt 
rage and laughter, " they were sure tio man alive 
ever writ such damned stuff as tlib." Neither 
did I ever hear that opinion disputed) so that Mr. 
Partridge lies under a dilemma, either of disown- 
ing his almanack, or allowing himself to be no 
man alive. Secondly, Death is defined by all phi- 
losophers, a separation of the soul and body. Now 
it ia certain, that the poor woman, who has best, 
reason to know, 'has gone about for some time to 
eyerj alley in the neighbourhood, and sworn to the 
gossips, that her husband had neither life nor sotil 
in him. Therefore, if au uninformed carcase walks 
still about, and is pleased to call itself Partridge, Mr. 
BickerstafT does not think himself any way answer* 
able for that. Neither had the said carcase any 
right to beat the poor boy, who happened to pas* . 
by it in the street, crying, " a full and true account 
of Dr. Partridges death," ilfc. 

Thirdly, Mr. Partridge pretends to tell fortunes, 
and recover stolen goods ; which all the parish says, 
he must do by con\'crHing with the devil, and other 
evil spirits: and no wise man will e\i:r allow, he 
could converse personally with either, till after he 

Foardily, I will plainly prove him to be' dead, 
out of his own almanack tor this year, and from 
»3 "■'■'■^■~ 



i39 A TIN0ICATEON Ot 

the yerf pauage, vhich he produces to make ns 
think him alive, He fherC aays, " be is not only 
now alise, but was also alive npcjn that very a^fh 
of March, which I foretold he should die oti :" bf 
this, he declares his opinion, that a man may be 
alive now, who was not alive a twelyenaonth ago. 
And indeed, there lies the sophistry of his argn- 
ment. He dares not assert he was alive ever since 
that 39th of March, but that be " is now alive, 
and was so on that day :" I grant the latter } for he 
did not die till night, as appears by the printed ac- 
count of his death, in a Letter to a Lord ; and whe* 
ther he be since revived, I leave the world to judge. 
This indeed is perfect chilling, and I am ashamed 
ta dwell any longer upon it. 

Fifthly, I will appeal to Mr, Partridge himself, 
whether it be probable I could iave been so in- 
AsFieet, to begin my pradictions with the only 
falsehood, that ever was pretended to be in them ? 
and this in an afTair at home, where 1 had so many 
opportunities to be exact ; and must have g;iveit 
inch advantages ajainst me to a person bf Mr. 
Partridge's wit and learning, who, if-he cuuki pos- 
^bly have raised one single objection more against 
the truth of my propbeciea, would hardly have 
spared mc. 

And here I must take occasion to reprove the 
abovemen tinned writer of the relation of Mr. 
Partridge's death, in a Letter to i Lord ; who was 

E leased to tax me with a mistake of four whole ' 
ours in my calculation of that event. I must con- 
fess, this censure pronounced with an air of cer- 
tainty, in a matter that so nearly concerned oie^ 
and by a grave judicious author, moved me not a 
little. But though I was at that timS out of town, 
yet several of my friends, whose curiosity had led 
them to' be exactly informed, (for as tg my own 
part, having do doubt at all in die matter, l never 
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nnce thought of it) flMured me, t eatapMei to 
something; ander half an hour g irhlch (I speak mj 
private opinimi) is an crrour of no very great magni- 
tude, that meu should raise a clamour about it. I 
shall only say, it would not be anaiss, if that author 
would henceforth be more tender of other men'B 
Reputation, as itell as his own. It Is well there wera 
no nriore mistakes of that kinti ; if there had, I pre- 
sume he would have tdd me of thetti witb it Uttle 
ceremony. 

There is one objection against Mf. Partridge's 
death, which I ha»e sometimes met with, though 
indeed very slightly offered, that he still continuea 
to write almanacks. But this is no more than what 
is common to aD of that profession : Gadboiry, 
Poor Robin, Dove, Wing, and several otfaen, do 
yearly publish their almanacks, though several of 
them have been dead since before the Revolution. 
Now the natural reason of this I take to be, that 
whereas it is the privU^e of authors to live after 
their death, almanack-makers are alone eududed ; 
because their dissertations, treating only upon the 
mioutes as they pass,- become useless as those go off. 
In consideration of which, time, whose registers they 
are, gives them a 'lease in reversion, to continue 
their works after death. 

I should not have given the publick, or myself, 
the trouble of this vindication, if my name had not 
been made use of by several persons, to whom I 
never lent it; one of which, a few days ago, wag 
pleased to &tiier on me a new set of predictions. 
But I ttkitik these are things too serious to he trifled 
with. It grieved me to tlie heart, when 1 saw my 
labours, which had cost me so much thought and 
watching, bawled about by the common hawkers of 
Grub-street, which I only intended for the weighty 
consideration of the gravest persons. This preju- 
diced the world so much. at first, that several of my 
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fnends had the assurance to afk mc whether I were 
in jeat ? to which I only answered coldly, " ihat 
}he event would show." But it is the talent of our 
age and nation, to turn tilings of the greatest impor- 
tance joto ridicule. When the end of the year had 
verified all my predictions, out comes Mr. Partridge's 
almanack, disputing the point of his death; so that 
I am employed, like the general who was forced lo 
kill his enemies twice over, whom a necromancer 
hadraised to life. If Mr. Partridge have practised 
the same e^iperiment upon himself, and be again 
alive, long may he continue so ; that does not the 
least contradict my veracity: but I think J have 
clearly proved, by invincible demonstration, Ihathe 
died, at farthest, within half an hour of the time I 
foretold, and not four houra sooner, as the above- 
mentioned author, in his Letter to a Lord, has ma- 
liciously suggested, with design to blast my credit, 
by charging me with so gross a mistake. 
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A 

FAMOUS PREDICTION 

MERLIN, 
THE BRITISH WIZARD. 

WRITIBN ABOVE A THOUSAND YEARS J 



PHILOMATH. 



Last year was published a paper of Predictions, 
pretended to be written by one Isaac Bickerstaff, 
esq. but ihe true design of it was to ridicule tbe 
art of astrnloi;y, and expose its professors as igno- 
rant, or impostors. Against this imputation. Dr. 
Partridge has learnedly vindicated himself in his 
alman;ick for that year. 

For a farther vindication of this famous art, I 
have thought tit to present the world with the fol- 
lowing prophecy. The original is said to bt of the 
famous Merlin, who lived ubout a thousand years 
agO) and the following translation >■ two hundred 
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years old, far it seems to be written near the end 
of Henry the Seventh's reign. I found it in an 
old edition of Merlin's prophecies, imprinied ai 
LoD^n by Johati Haultyni in the year 1530, page 
3p. I set it down word for word iu the old ortho- 
graphy, and shall take leave lo lubjcria a few e\< 
plana tor/ notes. 

£fben anb €m ablipl) to nint, 

«©f f I'fluncE Jet ©ot tf)i^ tiS t^}t Si'ssat, 

r^alfie ^sm^ todpnu ^ijctd ne tjojtn. 
CljEn cmnprtj faorrtic, 3Scii tmter^tanw, 
JrTom Cotent of ^toffe ta fatten Kanoe. 
3ixi i)ttbii i£l)pftan, IBoe ttje Moxm 
Co jfraunct, tfjat ^ec Je tns^ bom. 
. €t)tn ^Wi tJlf Jrp^f ktoiplE l)ii 25o^^ej 
Tior :9f)a[i grin SSem;?^ ma^e up Hje Iji^^'e. 
ionue ^^mnf[e ^l)al( aeain miji|ran:pe : 
SLxib Jgorisa^.^ ]^b again ^|]a[[ tnarr^. 
dnii from i\)t Cree laAsilt SBIo^^um^ ftete, . 
{tipE Jrruit ^))all come, fmo al[ i^ inele, 
, Reaum.^ ^I^ali ttauncf f otitie m ICJonM. 
3nii it ^ijaU be men^ in oEO 3I"ilIoni>f> 
Sfjen DID ^nglontic ^atf bt no mote, 
ano no man sijalt be siorie tf)eiefnre. 
fl^rt-pon jif)ail Jabe tijtEe i:?e&e.^ againie, 
€iU |@£v^butge ma6f t^ t jem itut ttsa^n^ 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

fteben ant Cm, This line describes the year 
when these events sb^ happen. Seven and ten 
muke seventeen, which I explain seventeen hundred, 
and this number added to nine, makes the year we 
are now in ; for it must be undeigtood of the natu- 
ral vear, which begins the iirtt of January. 

«amp» aibne ttopi, Erfe. The river Thames 
frozen iwice m one year, so as men to walk on it, 
is 3 very signal "accident, which perhaps hath not 
fallen out for several hundred years before, and is 
tlie reason why some astrologers have ihouglit that 
this prophecy could never be fulfilled, because they 
imagined such a thing would ncVer happen in' our 
climate. 

jFlSm Sohm oC itta(£t, i^c. This is a plain de- 
signation of the duke of Marlborough : one kind of 
stuff used to iatten land is called marie, and every 
body knows that borough is a name for a town ; 
and this way of expression is after the usual dai|k 
manner of old astrological predieiions. 

«^cn rtall *' JFb*», iS'c. By the fish, is un- 
derstood the dauphin of France, as their kings eldest 
sons are called : it is here said, he shall lament the 
loss of the duke of Burgundy, called the Bosse, 
wliich is an old English word for burapshoulder, or 
crookback, as that duke is known to be ; and tbe 
prophecy seems to mean, that he should be over- 
come or slain. By the green berrys, in the next 
line, is meant the young duke of Beiry, the dait- 
phin's third son, who shall not have valour or for- 
tune enough to supply the loss of his eldest brother. 
2*Onoe ftsnmtle, fisc. By Symnele is meant the 
pretended prince of Wales, who, if he offers to 
attempt any thing against England, sliall miscany 
as he did before. Lambert Symnele is die Qoine M 
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a young maDj noted in our histories for personating 

the sou (as I remember) of Edward the Fourth. 

aint ffnipers i^qft, &c. I cannot guess who 
is meant by Norway's pride *, perluips the reader ' 
hiay, ai well as the sense of the two loUowiiig 
lines. 

Ktaunut «tl>U> £5*c. Reaums, or, as the word is ■ 
now, realms, is the old name for kingdoms: and 
this is a very plain prediciion of our happy union, 
with the felicities that shall attend it. It is added 
that Old England shall be no more, and yet no man 
shall be sorry for it. And indeed, properly speak- 
ing, England is now no more, for the whole island 
is one kingdom under the name of Britain. 

fiCnfOn i^alt. isfc. This prediction, though 
somewhat obscure, is wooderfully adapt. Ger3'un 
is said to have been a king of Spain, whom Hercules 
kIcw. It was a hction of the poets, that he had 
three beads, which the author says he .shall have 
again: that is, Spain shall have three kings j vliich 
is now wonderfully verified; for beside the king of 
Portugal, which properlj* is part of Spain, there 
are now two rivals for Spain, Charles and Philip : 
but Charles being descended from the count uf 
Hapsburgh, founder of the Austrian family, shall 
soon make those heads but two by overturning 
Philip, and driving Lim out of Spain. 

Some of these predictions are already fulfilled; 
>and it Is highly probable the rc«t may be in due 
time ; and I think, 1 have not forced the words hy 
Illy ^Kpiication into any other sense, than what they 
will naturally beai-. If this be granted, I am sure it 
tiiust be also allowpd, that the author (whoever he 
were) was a person of extraordinary sagacity ; aad 
that astrology brought to such perfection as this, is 
by no means an art to be despiscdj whatever Mr. 
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BickerstafF, or other merry |;entlcmeD are pleaud to 
think. As to the tradition of these lines having been 
writ in the original by Merlin, I confess I lay not 
mucb weight upon it : but it is enougli to justify 
their authority, that the book wbeace I have trati' 
ictib^d them, was printed i/O years ago, as appears 
by the titlepage. liqr the satisfaction of any gen- 
tleman, who may be cither doubtful of the (ruth,' 
or curious to be informed, I shall give order to have 
the very book sent to the printer of this paper, with 
directions to let any body see it that pleases, because 
I believe it is pretty scarce. 
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A PROJECT 

AfiVANCEMENT OF RELIGION' 

tlEFORMATIQN OF MANNERS. 

O t siqiiis volet impias 

Cades el rabien loUere civieam : 

Si ijueeret pater urlium 
Suiscrili staiuis, indomitam audeat 

Refrcenareliceniiam*. HoK. jOd.xxiv.aj. 

BY A PERSON OF QtJALITY. 

WRITrav IX THB TMK I7O9. 



* " Oh I that lome Falriot, wlw and joodi 

Would nop thii ihipiuD- ihiric of civil blood, 1 

And }3j on tumei to behold 

Hij aanic, tha fitlwr uf the aut, mroll'd I" 

Fkamcii, 
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rc(. TV* week iang 
■siiioiu hUowciI, iliere 
hai Ivcii taken noiice oF even twr« i linle Trcitite, callfll, 
' A Pmject far tne Advutcamcnlof RcligKni i ile'licaitJ Id il>a 
CounUM ofBtiKiLty.* Tlic liile wm'ui tincoiraicin, inJ 
pronuBcd lopiKaLiara wvy of ihinkin^, that ever|r mtn bercl«t 
rsMl it, ind u maiif u luve dune hi Iuvs ippmMil ii. 
Ii'gwtiitcu with the tplrit nf one whn hai kcd the wui'd 
•nnugh to unilemtu* ii wiLh (rml-hrevling. The author ntott 
ettiainif h* a nan of wiidtHti >• well u ptetjr, aoJ have tpent 

ol Ills inicret of reKjion areiet fonh in a clnr anil ItTclr 
manner, wKhouI untCMunahle patsiifiii; and the wholaiiriif 
the bonk, ai to IhelaniinEe, the Knlimenu, and the reuoainpi 
ihnwi it wai wrirteu by one whma *jr<n< lits easy abont him, 
and to whom vice is ilioibuglily cnatemptihle. It was tilil hy 
one in cumpany, alluding lo that knnwlAlK* oF tlie world tliil 
■ptlior laiiini to h**e, the maa writei moch like a EtOLlennin, 
aildfOclKilieavdi withavcry|no<atien."TAt[.iK,M*. j— B- 

••TiKGtrllcmanI hcTe i..ten<ledw>iDt.Sa'iri: thiiki.HloF 

man 1 ihouElii Iiim at that lime. We hive noc met of l.iiej htrtl 

hope he de»ivti this ctiaracteritiU." ST>t(.K'> Apulugy,|K4;. 

■ . N. 

" To thii Pritjetl, which i» fomed with Bfeal purity of in- 
tention, and ditplayed with (prijhilineu and ekganca, it no 
only be objected, that, like minir pmjectl, it is, if'not ceiieraNy 
iinpficiic^ible, yet evidvniljr liupclFis, as it iiipiwe! mure acil, 
concord, and pctcoTerance, thao a view oF nuikiud %-va ict- 
los fur exccc^ia^" Johnioh. 
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TO THE COU.VTESS OFnERICELEV". 



My intention of prefixing jour ladyship's name, 
ia Hot, after the common form, to denire your 
protection of the following papers; which I't:ike 
to be a very unreasonable request; since by being 
inscribed to your ladyship, though without your 
knowledge, and from a concealed hand, you can- ' 
not recommend them witiiout some suspicion of 
partiality. My real design is, 1 coiifcss, the very 
same ! hivc often detested in most dedications ; that 
of publishing your praises to the world; not upon 
the subject of your noble birth, for I know others 
as ni*lc! or of the greatness of your fortune, for I 
know others far greater ; or of that beautiful race 
(the images of their parents) which call you mother; 
for even this may perhaps have been equaileii in 
some other :ige or country. Besides, none of tliese 
(Idvantages do derive any accomplishments to the 
owners, but serve at beat only to adorn what tliejr 
really possess. What I intend is, your piety, truth, 
good sense, and good nature, affability, and charity; 
wherein I wish your ladyship had many equals, or 
anysuperiours; and I wish I could say, I knew them 
too, for theti your ladyship might have had a cliance 
to escape thb address, . In the mean time, I think 
it highly necessary, for the interest of virtue and, re- 

• Elizabath diugliier of Baptist Noel, Viicaunt C^mpden, 
wni titter [□ Edward Earl of Gainiboraogh. To llie kinduni 
of Ibis Isdv, it i> not ouiiLely ttuu Swift iru iiulebted for liii 
- - . J..i..O.. 
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ligioD, that the whole kiagdom ihould be informed 

in some parts of yonr character ; for instance, that 
tlie easicit and politest conversation, joined with the 
truest piety, may be observed in yonr ladyship, in a$ 
great perfection, as they were ever seen apart, in 
any ouier persons. That by your prudence and ma- 
nagement under several disadvanta^, you have pre- 
served the lustre of that most noble family, into 
which you are grafted, and which the unnieasurable 
profusiou of ancestors, fur many generations, had 
too much eclipsed. Then, how happily you per- 
form every office of life, to which .iVovidtnce haa 
called you ■. in the education of those two iuconi- 
pai-able daughters, whose couduct is so universaU/ 
admired; in every duty of a prudent, complying, 
affectionate wife; in that care nJiicb descends to tll^ 
meanest of yourdomesticksj and lastly, in that end' 
less bounty to the poor> and discfetion where to ^9* 
tribute it. I insist on iny opinion, that it is of 
importance for the puhlick to know this and a gieat 
deal more of your ladyship; yet whoever goes wout 
toinformthciQ shall, instead of finding credit, per- 
haps be censured for a flatterer. To avoid so usual 
a reproach, I declare this to be no dedication, but 
merely an introduction to a proposal for the ad- 
vancement of religion and morals, by tracing, bow- 
ever imperfectly, some few lineatnents in t^ cha- 
racter of a lady, wiio has spent aU her life in the 
practice and promotioa of both. < 



( 151 ) 



A PROJECT, See. 



Among all the achemee offered' tO tfce pab- 
lick in this projecting age, I have obKrVed, yntit 
some displea.?urc, that there hav« oever been any 
for the improvement of religion and* morals: which, 
beside the piety of the dcaigo, from the consequenco 
of such a reformation in a future life, woald be th« 
best natural means for advancing the publkk felicity 
of the state, as well as the present happiness of erery 
individoal. For, as roucn as faitli and morality 
are declined among us, I am altogether confident, 
they might In a short time, and with n» very great 
trouble, be raised to as high a perfection aa num- 
bers are capable of • receiving. Indeed, themethoii 
is so easy and obvioui, and some present oppor* 
tuDities so good, that, in order to have thij project 
reduced to practice, there seems to want* nothing 
more than to put those in mmd, who by their ho* 
nour, duty, and interest, are chiefly concerned. . 

But because it is idle to propose remedies, befortf 
we are assured of the disease, or to 1A in fear, tiU 
we aie convinced of thedanger; I shall firit sbowitt 
general, that the nation is extremely corrupRd in 
religion and morals; and then I will oSti a ebert 
scheme for the reformation of both. 

As to the first, I know it is reckoned bat a farm 
of speech, when divines complain of the wickednea 
of the age : however, I believe upon a fair compa* 

,' iaitndexnriHtooi 
te tliiato,' f^t. S. 
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nson with otlier tinoes and countries, it would be 
found an andoubted truth. 

For first, to deliver nothing but plain matter of 
fact without exa^eration or satire, 1 euppose it will 
be granted, that^ardly one in a hundred among our 
people of quality or gentry, appears to act by any 
priuciplcof religionj that great numbers of them do 
entirely discard it, and are ready to own their dis- 
belief of allTcvelation in ordinary discourse. Nor 
is the ca&e much better among the vulgar, espe- 
cially in great touns, where the profaoenessandig- 
norance of handicraftunen, small traders, servants, 
and the like, are to a degree very hard to be ima- 
gined greater ". Then, it is observed abroad, that 
no race of mortals have so little sense of religion, as 
the English soldiers; to confirm which, Ibavebcen 
often told by great officers of the army, thai in the 
whole compasa of their acquaintance, they could 
, not recollect three of their profession, who seemed 
to rpgard, or believe, one syllable of the Gospel : 
aud the same at least may be a&rnied of thefleet. The 
consequences of all which upon the actions of men 
are equally manifest. They never go about, as in 
former times, to hide or palUate their vices, but 
cxiMse them freely to view, like any other common 
occurrences of life, withdut lire least reproach iVom 
the world, or themselves. For instance, any man 
will tell you he intends to be drunk this evening, 
or was so last night, with as htde ceremony or 
Bcruple, as he would tell you the time of the day. 
He will let you know be is going toa wench, or that 
&e has got'the venereal disease, with as much indif- 
ferency, as he would a piece of publick news. He 
will swear, curse, or blaspheme, without the least 
passion or provocation. And though al] regard for 
reputation is not quite laid aside in the other sex, it 

• ThisisahaJarrargeirwnt! berier Uias— i' art to »dc(rC( 
Ei»Ur thu can rasily b« imagined.' S. 
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IS however at so tow an ebb, that very few amon? 
them seeiw to think virtue and conduct of absolute 
necesiityfor prcscrviug it. It'thi^ bo not so, how 
coines it to pass, that women of tainted repjitalions, 
find the same countenance and reception in all pub- 
lick pLices, with lliose of the nicest virtue, whopay 
aud receive visits from there', without any mamier 
of scruple ? which proceeding, as it is not very oid 
among us, so [ tike it to be of most pernicious con- 
sequenc^: it looks like. a sort of compounding be- 
tween virtue and vice, as if a woman were allowed 
to be vicious, provided she be not a profligatei as 
if there were a certain point, where gallantry ends, 
and infamy begins; or that a hundred criniiiiaL 
amours, were not as pardonable as half a score. 

Beside those corruptions already mentioned, it 
would be godless to enumerate such as arise from 
the excess of play or gaming: the cheats, the quar- 
rels, the oaths, and blasphemies, among the men; 
among the women, tue neglect of boushold afeirs, 
the unlimited freedoms, the undecent p.ission, and 
lastly, tne known iuleC to all lewdness, when td'ter 
an ill run, the person must answer the defects of ilie 
purse, the rule on such occasions holding true in 
plav, as it does in law; </«or/ Hon lialiel in crumaia, 
laal in corpore. 

But all these are trifles in comparison, if we 
step into other scenes, and consider the fraud antt 
cozenage ot' trading men and shopkeepers ; that 
insatiable gulf of injustice and oppression, tlie taw ; 
the open tratEck for all civil nnd military employ- 
ments, (I wish it rested there*) without the lea-;t 
regard to merit or (]ua]iAcations ; the corrupt ma- 
nagement of men in office j the many detestable' 
abuses in choosing those, who represent the people ; 
with the management rf intei'cst and factions among 
• PerhKin the anllior iii[cnJ«il tu iiitimtite Dmi it cx'.enJcJ lo 
Kdeiuttical. U. 
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the reprcBetitativei : to vfatch I miitt be bold to add, 
the ignorance of lome of the lower clergy; the mean 
KTvile temper of Dtbers ; the pert pragmatical de- 
meanour of several young rtagen in divinity, npoa 
their first prodncine; themselvea into the woddj 
with maily other drcnmstancea, needless, or ra- 
ther invidious to mention; which fallii^ in with 
the corrliptions already related, have, howerer 
unjustly, altnost rendered the whole order txn- 
tempt ible. 

Thit ig a short view of the general depraviti'et 
amcng ua, witboat entering into particulars, whidi 
would be anendlesslabour. Now, aa unireraaland 
deep-rooted aa these appear to be, I am nltcrly de- 
ceived, if an effectual remedy nright not be applied 
to most of them i neidier am I at present upon a 
wild speculative project, but such a one aa may be 
easily put in execUtioo. 

For, while the prerogative of giving all employ- 
ments continues in the crown, either immediately^ 
or by subordination, it is in the power of the prince 
to make piel^ and virtue become the bsbion of the 
«ge, if, at the same time, he would make them Be' 
cessary qualifications for favour and preferment. 

It is clear from [resent experience, that the bale 
example of the best prince will not have any mighty 
' influence, where tiie a^ is very corropt. For, 
when was there ever a better prince aa the throDC) 
than the present queen ? I do not talk of her talent 
for government, her love of the people, or any 
other qualities that ane purely r^alj bat her piety, 
charity, temperance, conjugal lose, and whatever 
other virtues do belt adorn a prirate lifej whereto, 
without question or flattery, she has no superiour: 
yet, neither will it be satire or peevish invective to 
aflSrm, that infidelity and vice arc not much dimi- 
nished since her coming to the crown, nor win, 
in all probability, (ill more eflectual remedies be 
provided. 
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Thus bomsn nature aeems to Kc under the disad- 
vantage, that the example alone of a vicious pKncc, 
will ID time corrupt an age; but the example of a 
i^ood one, will not be si&cient to reform it without 
tarther' endeavours. Princes must therefore supply 
this defect by a vigorous exercise of that authonty, 
which the law has left tbcmj by makiilg it every 
tnaa's interest and honour, to cultivate religion and 
virtue ; by rendering vice a di^race, and the certaia 
ruin to preferment or pretensiatis : all which they 
should first attempt in their own courts and families. ■ 
For instance, might not the queen's dometticks of 
the middle and lower »art, be obliged, upon penalty 
of suspension or loss of their employmenu, to a con- 
stant weekly attendance at least on the service of the 
churchi to a decent behaviour in it; to receive the 
sacrament four times in the year; to avoid iweariDg 
and irreligious prophane discourses; and to the ap- 
pearance at least, of temperance and chastity >■ 
might not the care of all thigbe committed to the 
strict inspection of proper officers? might not those 
of higher raok, and nearer access to her majesty's 
person, receive her own commands to the same puri 
pose, and be countenanced, or disfavoured, accord- 
ing as they obeyi might not the queen lay her in- 
junctions on the bishops, and other great men of un- 
doubted piety, to matte diligent inquin', and give 
her ttotice, if any person about her should happen to 
be of libertine principles or morals ? might not all 
those, who enter upon any ofEce in her majesty's- 
family, be obliged to take an oath parallel with that 
against simony, which is administered to the clei^ i 
it is not to be doubted, but that if tbese, or the like 
proc»»lings, were duiy observed, moraUty and reli- 
gion would soon become fathionablc court virtues, 
and be taken up as the only methods to get or keep 
employments therei which alooe would luveuiig^y 
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influence upoa many of' the nobility and principal 

gentry. 

But, if .the like metlinds ven; purnicd ai far as 
poisibie, with regBrd to those, who are in the great 
employments of state, it is hard to conceive how 
gcfneral a reformatinn they might in time produce 
pmong us. for, if piety and virtue were once 
reckoned tjusiliticalions necessary to pre ferment, every 
man thus endowed, when put into great stations, 
would readily imitate the queen's esample, in the 
distribution of all ofEiceH in bis disposal ; espet^ly 
if any apparent transgression, through favour or par- 
tialit)i, would be imputed to him for a misde- 
meanour, by whicb he must certainly forfeit his fa- 
vour and atation ; and there being such great numbers 
in employment, scatletEd through every town and 
county in this kingdom, if alt tbe»e were exem^dafy 
in the conduct of their lives, things would soon take 
a new face, and fcligioD receive a mighty encourage- 
ment: nor would the publick weal be. less ad- 
vanced } since of nine offices in ten that are ill ex- 
ecuted, the defect is not in capacity or understand- 
ing, but in common honesty. I know no employ- 
ment, for which piety disqualifies any man; and if 
it did, I doubt tlie objection would not be very sea- 
sonably offered at present : because, it is perhaps too 
just a reflection, that in the disposal of places, the 
question whether a persot* be fit for what he is re- 
commended to, is generally the last that is thought 
on or regarded. 

1 have oftenjmagined, that something parallel to 
the office of censors anciently in Rome, would be 
of, mighty use among us, and couldbe easily limited 
from running into any exorbitances. 1'he Romatis 
understood liberty at least a^ well as we, were as 
jealous of it, and upon every occasion as bold as- 
serton. Vet I do not rctnember to have read uiy 
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great complaint of the abuses in that office anioii^ 
them } buC many admirhble effects of it are lett 
upon record. There are several pernicious vici:« 
ficrtjueDt and notorious among as, that escape ot 
eUide the piiniabment of any law we liave yet in- 
reoted, or have had no law at M agaiiitt theni ; 
such as atheism, drunkenness, frand, avarice, and 
several otbe:rs ; which, by this instituiion, wisely 
regulated, might be much reformed. Suppose, for 
instance^ that itinerary commissioners were ajJiwinted 
to inspect every where tbroughout the kingdom, 
iuto the conduct, at least of men in office, with 
respect to their morals and religion, as well as tht* ir 
abilities i- to receive the complaints and intbrmations, 
that ehotild be offered against them, and make their 
re[>ort here upoa oath to tbe court or the ministry, 
who sliouUl reward or punish accordingly. I avoid 
entering into the particulars of this, or any other 
scheme, which coming from a private hand, might 
be liable to many^etects, but would soim be digested 
by the wisdom of the nation : and surely, sixthou-< 
land pounds a year would not be ill laid out, among 
as many commissioners duly qualified, who in three 
divisions should be personally obliged lo take their 
yearly circuits for that purpose. 

Eut this is beside my pieseot design, which was 
only to show what degree of reformation is in the 
power of the queen, without the interposition of tbe 
legislature; and which her iHajcNty is, without qnes- ■ 
tion, obliged in conscience t? endeavour by her au- 
tbori^, 93 much as she does by her practice. 

It will be easily granted, that tbe exitmple of this 
great town has a migbty-in&uence over the whole 
kingdom; and it is as manifest, that tbe town is 
equally inthienced by the court, and tbe ministry, 
and those who by their employments, or their hopes, 
depend upon uem. Now, if under so excellent a 
p.incess^ as the preient queen, we. would suppose a 
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dually itrictly regulated, as I have above {wopofled; 
a miniiiry, where every angle person was of dis- 
tinguished piety^i if we should snppose all great 
offices of state and jaw filled after tbe same mBEUKr, 
and with such as were equally diligent in cboosiog 
persons, who, in their sevfral nubcM^ nations, wooM 
pe obliged to follow the examplea of their supcriouTSi 
under Uie penalty of loss of favour and place; txill 
Bot every body grant, that the empire of vice and 
irreligioa would be soon destroyed in this great 
nietTopoIis, and receive a terrible blow through tbe 
whde island, which baq go great an intercourse wttfa 
it, and so much affects to follow its fashions i 

For, if religion were once understood to be die 
pecessary step to fovour and pteferment, can it be 
imagined that any man would openly offend against 
it, who had the least regard tor his repotatioa oi 
his fortune 1 there is no quality so contrary to any 
nature, which men cannot affect, and put on upon 
occasion in order to scitc an interest, or gmrity s 
prevailing passion. The proudest man will perdonate 
humility, the morosest learn to flatter, the laziest 
will be sedulous and active, where be is in pursuit 
of what he has much at heart : how ready there- 
fore would most men be to step into tbe paths of 
virtae and piety, if they in&lliUy led to flvour and 
fortune ! 

If swearing and pnrfaneness, scandalous and 
avowtd lewdness, excessive pming and intempe- 
rancE, were a liitle discountenanced in the army, I 
cannot rsadily see what ill consequences could be 
apprehended. If gentlemen of that professioit, weie 

' at least obliged to tome external decorum in their 
conduct, or even if a profligate life and character, 
were not a means of advancement, and the appear- 
ance of piety a most infaUibt« hindrance, it is im- 
poasible the cormptions tbere shonld be so universal 

.andnorbiUnt. I harfc been assured by sereral great 
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•ftcen, that do troops abroad are so ill disciplined ai 
IliB Elfish ; whtcb caanot well be otherwise, while 
the CMomon. soldiers, have perpetuall/ before thnr 
«yea, the vicious example ot their leadersi aiid it is 
hardly possible for those to commit any crime, 
whereof these are not iDfiDilcly more guilty, and 
'withleu temptation. > 

It b commonly charged upon the gentlemen of 
the army, that the beastly vice of drinking to ex- 
cess, has been lately, irom tbeir exami^ restored 
among US} which for some years before was almost , 
dropped in Englaod. But, whoever the introducera 
were, they ba*e succeeded to a miracle; many of 
the young nobility and gentry are already become 
Ereat proticients, and are under no manner of con- 
cern to hide their talent, but are gat beyond all 
sense of shame, or fear of reproach. 

This might soon be remedied, if the qneen would 
thinlt fit to declare, that no youi^ person of qna- 
lity whatsoever, who was notoriously addicted to 
that, or any other vice, should be capable of her 
favouK, or even admitted into her presence ; with 
positive commaod to her mioistera, and others in 
great office, totreat them in thesame manner; after 
which, all men, who had any regard for their re- 
putation, or any prospect of pniferment, would avoid 
their commerce. Ihis would quickly make that 
vice so scandaloos, that'lhusewho could not subdue, 
would at least endeavoui to disguise it. 

By the like methods, a stop might be put to that 
minoua practice of deep gaining ; and the reason 
why it prvvails so much, is, because a treatment, 
directly opposite in every point, is made use of to 
promote it: by which means, the laws enacted 
•pdost this abuse are wholly eluded. 

It cannot be denied, that the want of strict dis- 
cipliae in the univenities, has been ofpemicioua 
CMKfoencc to tb* youth of this nation, who are 
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thrre almost left entirely to their own management, 
especially (lione among them nf bettrr quality and 
fcirtime ; wlu), because they are not under a necei- 
tity of making learning their maintenance, are taiiiy 
allowed tu p^s« thdr ihnc, and take iheir degtves, 
v.ith little or iw improi-ement; than which there 
cannot well be a greater absurdity. For, if no ad- 
vanrcitient of ktiowledge can be had from those 
piiices, the time there spent is at best utterly lost, 
because -every ornamental part of education, ii 
better taught elsewhere: and, as for keeping yaaths 
out of hann'it way. I doubt, where so many of them 
art' got tt^ether, at full Kberty of doing what thef 
plea:ie, it will itot answer the end, Hut, wliatever 
flbuscs, corruptions, or deviations from statucer, 
have crept into the universities through neglect, or 
langih of time, ihey might in a great degree be re^ 
funned, by strict injuncttons from court (upon each 
I>articular) to the visitors and heads of houses; be- 
side the peculiar authority the ijueen may have ja 
several colleges, whereof her predecessors were the 
founders. And among other regulations, it would 
be very convenieut to prevent the excess of drink- 
ing! with that scurvy custom among the lads, 
and parent of the former vice, tjie takmg of to- 
bacco, u-bereit is not absf^utely necessary in point 
of health. 

from the univemities, (he young nobility and 
otiicrs of great fortunes, are sent for early up to 
town, for 'ear of contracting any airs of pedantry, 
by a college education. ' Many of the younger 
gentry retire to tlic inns of court, where they are 
■ Mholly left to their own discretion. And the cou- 
secguetice of tliis rfniisiness in education' appears, b; 
oliicrv iijg that nine in ten of those, who rue in t^ 
«hurcli or the wnrt, the law, or the army, m« 
younger brothers, or new nieni whose narrow f<»- 
tiiaeshaveforced thein upon industr)' and a^icatioB. 
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As for ttie imu of court, nalets we suppOK them 
la be much degeaerated, they mutt needs be the. 
worst instituted Koainanes in anj christian countiyj 
but whether they may be corrected without inter- 
poeitioo of the legiilature, I haie not skill enough 
to determine. However, it is certain, that all wise 
nations have agreed in the necessity of a strict edu-. 
cation, which consisted, among other things, is 
(be observance of moral duties, eapeoially justice, 
temperance, and chastity, as well as the knowledge 
of arta, and bodily exercises: but til these amoo^ 
OS are laughed (Hit of doors. 

^Vithout the least intention to of!bnd the clergy, 
I cantKit but thinki that through a mistaken notion 
and practice, they prevent themselves from doing 
much service, which otherwise might tie in their 
power, to relifpon and. virtue: X mean, by affectii^ 
so much to converse with each other, and carits so 
lilde to liungle with the laity. They have their 
particular dubti, and particular cotfeehuuses, where 
tlKy generally appear in clusters : a single divine- 
dares hardly show his person among numbers rf 
line gentlemen ; or if he happens to fall into such 
company, he is silent and sitspictoui, in continiul 
apprehension that some pert man of pleasure shoald 
break anuninannerlyjest,andrenderbt[nridiculous. , 
Xow I take this behavionr of the clergy to be juit 
as reasonable, as if the pbyuci^aa should ance to 
■ipend their time in visiting one another, or their se- 
veral apotbecariei, and Irave their patients to shift 
tor thoiuelves. In my humble opinitm, the ciergy*s 
business lies entirely among the laity; neither is 
(here, perhaps, a more effectual wa^ toforword tba 
solvation of mens souls, than for spiritual persons to 
wake themselves as agreeable as tbey can, in the 
conversations of the world ; for which a learned edu- 
cation gives them great advantage^ if they wonld 
please to improve aiul apply it. ■ It so happens, that 
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the men of t^eaMin, vbo nenr go to dMindi, im^ 
use diemiehm to md boob <^ devstiai), ftwin 
tfaeir ideas (rf tbe ctergy freoi a liw ]poor Btnrilen 
Ifc^ often obMiTB in the Gtreeti, or meaking out <^ 
some penoa of quaii^'» baatt, wWa tllcj ans hired 
b]* the la^ at ten shitlhiga a month: while t^se 
of batter ^;vr« und parts, do sddon appear t« e(»- 
nct Che«! notioot. And< let Rome rea»OBer» tbink 
wlut they please, it is certain that men nKwT be 
bEonght to esteem and tovc tbe clergy, before th^ 
can be persuaded to be tn love with feligion. IKo 
tnan values the best mediciBC, if adrninisteied bj a 
physician, ^hone person he hatea or despises. If 
the clergy intn as forward to appear in all eompa- 
oies, 33 other gentlemen, Bi>d VfoxM a little study 
the arts of conversation lo mahe tbenasetms - agree- 
able, th^ inigiU be welcome at every paiiy where 
tbeiv was tbe teast regard for pclireness or good 
gsnae; and consequently prevent a thousand vicious 
at profane' discourses, as well as actions; oeitber 
voDtd men of nnderstanding complain, thatactcr- 
gfvaaa WHS a coiMlraint upon tlie cOMpany, because 
they could not s^teak blaaphetny, or obaoenejcMB be- 
fore him. While the peOpte are so jealous of the 
clergy's nnbition, as to abhor all tbonghts of the 
roMra of eccJeiia stick (Hscipltne among themi 1 do not 
tto any othsr method left for men of mat fanction to 
take, in order to reform the worlds tlian by suing all 
hooeu arte to mate themselvea acceptabltf to the 
l>ity. Thift, nodonbt, is pari of that wisdCBiofihe 
aenpent, wbichtheantfaor of Christianity difocts, and 
ic- the very mecbod Used by. St. Paul, who became 
all things To alt men; to the Jews a Jew, and a Greek 
to the Or«oka. 

How to reinedy these inconvenieiKies, may be a 
matter of some diffieuh^ ; since the clergy seem to 
be of an opinion, that this humour of sequestering 
ibcmselvei is a part of their dut)' ; nny, as 1 rciDem- 
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ber, they have been told bo hy some of theic bishops 
in their pattcH^ letters, particularly by one among 
tbtma ef great ' tberit and distinction <^, who yet, in 
bifl o«m practice, has all his lifetime taken a coune 
dtrectlj contrary. But I am deceived, if an awk- 
trard abarae, sndfear of ill osaage from the laity, 
bare not a greater share in this mistaken conduct, 
thiin their ovra inclinations : however, if the out- 
ward profession of religion and virtue, were once in 
practice an^ countraiance at court, as well its among 
all men in office, or who have any hopes or d^wn- 
diince for preferment, a good treatment of the 
Clergy would be the necessary consetjuence of such 
» relormatioa ; and they would soon be wise enough 
to see tbdr own duty and interest in qualiiying 
themselves for lay-con ver»ation, when once they 
were out of fear of being choked by ribaldry or 
profaiieneSH. 

There is one farther circumstance upon this occa- 
rion, which I know not whether it will be very or- 
thodox to mention: the clergy are the only »ct of 
men among us, vho constantly wear a distinct ha- 
bit from others: the tnnsequence of which (not in 
reason ~bnt in fact) is this, that as long as any scan- 
dalous persons appearin thatdress, it will continue in 
some degpse a general mark of contempt. Whoever 
happens te see a scoundrel in a gown, reeling home 
at midnight, (a sight neither frequent irar miracu- 
lous) is apt to entertain an ill idea of the whole or- 
' der, and at the same time to be extremely comforted 
in- his own vfcesi Some remedy might be pint to 
thh, if thoM Btraggling genOemen, who come up 
■to'town-twseek their fortunes, were fairly dismissed 
tto fte West Indies, where there Is work enough, and 
'iVhwe^ome better provision should be r^e for ' 
.lhen», (htm- i -doubt there is at present. Or, what 
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it' no petioQ were allou'ed to wear the habit, vbo' 
haii tiM nonxe prcfrimeDt in the chnrcht j)r at least 
Msiie teiuporiil fortune, safiicient to keep lum oat 
ot contcii)|)t i tliuugh, in my opiiitoo, U wore in- 
liiiiiely better, il all the clergy (except the bubqM) 
wer« pennitted to appear like other tnea of the grayor 
sort, Hiilciii at those ijcasons when they are doing llie 
liu-'iifiehS' I'f their I'uucttoo. 

'I'liert; is oiie abuse in this town, wliich wonder- 
fully contribuCea to the piomotion of vice; that 
Mi9h men arc often put into the commission of tl|c 
peace, whose inicreiit it is, that virtue should be 
utterly banished from among us ; who maiatain, or 
iitkasieurichtliemselves, by encouraging the grossest 

~ inimoralilies) to whoni ail the bawds of the ward 
pjy contribution, for shelter and protection from 
tlie Uiw9. Thas ihesc worthy maglstratct, instead 
of lessening enoriiuiies, are the occasion of just 
twice :iK muL'b dekiuchery as there would be without 
them. For those iufarooos women are forced upon 
doubling tlieir work and industry, to answer double 
cliarges, of paying the justice, and supporting them- 
sclie.s. Like thieves who escape tlte gallows, and 
are let out to slaal, in ordet to ditcliarge thegaoki't 
fees. 

It is not to be questioned, but the queen and im- 
nistry miglit easily ledreM this ••bominable Kriefranoe, 
by enlarging the number of justices of the peace} 
by endeavouring to choose nicn of virtuous prin- 
ciples; by admitting nime who have not considerable 
fortunes; perbB[>s, by receiving into the niunbci 
some of the most eminent clergy ; then, by, ^cing 

' all of thcin, upon severe penalties, to act when 
(here is occasion, and not permitting aaj who are 
otFered, to refuse the commission; but ia^thcsetwo 
last cases, which are very material, I dmibt there 
will be need of the legislature. 
lite reftMrmatioa of the stage ia entirely in the 
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pfnrerofiiie queen; and in the consequences it has 
niwn the minds of the younger people, does very 
well deserve the strictest care. Beside the uiidecent 
aiiH jffotane [jassagesj beade the perixKual turning 
iwici ridicule the very function of the priesthood, 
with other irregnlarities, in most modem comedies, 
which havebeen often objected to theinj it is 
worth observing* the distributive justice of the au- 
thors, which is constantly applied to the punish- 
ment of virtue, and the reward of vice; directly 
opposite to the rOles of their best criticks, as well 
!fs to the practice of dramatick poets, in all otlicr 
jges and countries. For cxampl«, a country squire, 
^rfrois represented with no other vice but that of 
beJDg a clown, and having the provincial accent 
epon his longne, which b neither a fault, nor in 
bis power to remedy, must be caudemned to nurry 
a cast wcDch or a cracked charaberiiiaid. On the 
other »ide, a rakehell of the town, jWhose character 
is set off with no other accompli shnjent, but exces- 
sive prodigality, profaneness, intemperance, and 
itist, 13 rewarded with a lady of great fwtune to 
repair bis own, which his vices had almost ruined. 
Aud as io 3 tragedy, the hero is represented to have 
obtained many victories in order to Tatsc his cha- 
racter in the minds of the spectators; so the hero 
of a comedy is represented to nave been victorious 
in ^t his intrigues for the same reason. I do not 
icmetnber, that our English poets ever suffered a 
criminal amour to succeed upon the stage, till the 
reign of king Charles the second. Ever since that 
fiTi», the alderman is made a cuckold, the deluded 
virgin is debauched, and adultery and fornication 
arc snpposed to be committed behind the scenes, as 

* ' It M won)} ohtcrving,' Stc — Thii Hmaieniqil parfri^XH 
Ih* sViEe, and ii uneramniilical { it Li ajsily amanded ibuii— 
'lhedMriMitiveiiiiiii'4 of ilitautUarsw wwUiotUBTiriuj, wbicb 
'p comtantl]'/ Ice. S. 
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|)art of the actloo. ThcM and many more eormp- 
tbns of the ihcatre, peculiar to our age and nation, 
deed continue no longer, than while the conrt if 
contiDt to counive at or neglect them. Surely a 
pt'ijhion would itot be ill employed on some men 
of wit, learning, and virtue, whn might have power 
to sirik? out every gfFcnsive or unbecoming pa iis;^e, 
from plays already written, as well as those that 
may be offered io the stage for the fnture. By 
vliich, aud other wise regnlatioos, the theatre might 
become a very innocent and useful diversion, in- 
stead of being a scandal and reproach to otir religion 
and country. 

Tlie proposab I have hitherto made for the ad- 
vancement of religion and moraL'ty, are anch as 
come within reach of the administration ; such as a 
pious active prince, with a sternly resolution, might 
toon bring to effect. Neither am I aware of any 
objections to be raised aganst what I have advanced : 
unless it should be thought, that making religion ■ 
necesury step to interest and favour might increase 
bypocriay among us : and I readily believe it would!. 
But if one in twenty should be brought over to true 
piety by this, or the like methods, and the other 
nineteen be only hypocrites, the advantage would 
Still be great. Besides, hypocrisy is much more 
eligible than open infidelity and vice ; it wears the 
livery of religlun ; it acknowledges ha authoriqr, 
and iscautious of giving scandaL Nay, a long con- 
tinued disguise is too graat a constraint upon homan ' 
uature, especially an English disposition: men 
would leave olf their' vices out of mere weariness, ' i 
rather than undergo the toil and hazard, and per- . 
haps the expense, of practising them perpetually in , 
private. And I believe it is often with religion, Bi ' 
It it with love; which, by macb distembUng, at ; 
last grows real. I 

All other projects to this great end have proved , 
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bkherlo ineffectual. Laws against immoralitr bavc 
not been executed, and proclamations occasionally 
issued out to enforce them are wholly unregarded, 
as things of fCHm. Religious societies, though be- 
gun with excellent intention, aiyi hy persons of 
true piety, are said, I know not whether tnily or ' 
Dot, t« have dwindled into factious clubs, and' 
grown a trade to enrich little knavish informers of 
the meanest rank, such as common constables, and 
broken shopkeepers. 

And that some effectnal attempt should be made 
toward such a reformation, is pechnps more neces- 
sary than people commonly apprehend; because the 
ruin of a stats is generally preceded by a untveraal 
degeneracy of manners, and contempt of religion; 
which is entirely our case at present. 

Z>iu le mtnorrm, quodgeris, imperas*.. 

Hon. 3 Od. vi. S- 

Neither is this a matter to be deferred till a more 
convenient time of peace and leisure i because a re- 
fomiation in men's faith and morals, is [he b«st 
natural, as well as religious means, to bring the war 
lo a good conclusion. For, if men in trust per- 
formed their dnty for conscience sake, affairs would 
not suffer through fraud, falshood, and neglect, as 
they now perpetually do. And if tbey believed a 
God, and his providence, and acted accordingly, 
iliey might reasonably hope for his divine assistance, 
in to just a cause as ours. 

Nor could the majesty of the English crown ap-. 
pear, upon any occasion, in a greater lustre either 
to foreigners or subjects, than iiy an administraliou,, 
which producing such great clfects would discover 
so mucii power. And power being the natural ap- 
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prrtitc of prince<i, it limited monardi cannot soirdl 

Rr;ifiiy it ill any thing, as a slric^ execution of ilw 

hiv/i. 

Hcf ides, all parties would be t>blt$ed lo close witli 
so good a work si thit, for their own reputatiou: 
ncitbt-r is any esjietlienl more likely to "uitc them. 
For the most violent party men, I have ever ob- 
Bcrved, are such, a-s in the conduct of their lives 

, have discovered least sense of religion or nioralitf; 
and when all such are laid nsidc, at least those ;imoog 
tbiTD * as shall be found incorrigible, ii will be a 
matter perhaps ^of no great difiiculty to recoacik 
the* rest. 

the many cMTuptions at present iii every brdnch 
of business are alojost inconceivable. I have he^d 
it computed by skilful persons, thnt of six millioni 
raised every year for the service of the publick, one 
third, at least, is sunk and interceiXed througii ili= 
several clastes and subordinations of nrtfnl men in 
office, before the remainder is aiiplied lo tlie propfT 

, uses. 'This isanaccidrmal ill cfteet of our frcciloni. 
And whilr such men are in tnist, who have no chi^k 
fnim within, nor any views but toward their in- 
terest, there U no other tence against then], but the 
certaintyof being banged upon the first discovers, 
by the arbitrary will of an unlimited monarch, tr 
his vizier. Among us, the only danger to be ap- 
prehended is, the loss of an employment ; and thft 
danger is to be eluded a thousand n'nys. Beside^, 
■when fraud is great,, it fiimishts weapons to dcfrni 
itself: and at worst, if the crimes be ■ so flagrant, 
that*a man is laid aside out of perfect shame, (wbicb 
rarely happens) he retires loaded with the spoiii ■■.ii 
the nation; et/mitur dUs trails. I could name;' 

• It »liouU b« H leMl ' ihim' amoag them • who' iluil ha 

fttj ' who,; b«iii( tbt prnptr r^live lo 'iliofc' ind'»^' :. 
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.■wUert several jiersonK, out of a salary 
of five liiiiiclrcd povimls, willmut otlier visible reve- 
iiu''ii, iy.na jUvayg lived nttiic nite of two tltoUKinid, 
and bid oul forty or fifiy tlimiMiid upon purchases 
r)f kind or aiiuiiilics. A hundred oOiec insliinces of 
llic same kinti tiiiglil easily be produced. What re- 
medy ihtrcfore can bcfimiid agaiimt suchgrieva;ices, 
jji a consiitutioQ like our^i, but to bring reli^ua 
into CQiiiiteuance, and encourage those, wiio from 
tl-u hope of riitiirc reward, and dread of future 
piiiiisbtijcnt, will be moved to act with justice aud 
iutrgrily? 

, Thi.s is not to be accomplished any other way, 
Hiao by introducing religion, as mucli as possible, 
to be tlie luru and fashion of the age ; which only 
lies ill the power of the administration ; the prince 
nith iit:iio.st strictness regulating the court, the 
ministry, ami other pers<>ns in great employment ; 
and tlicae, by their example and auiiioriiy, reforming • 
aU who have dependance on them. 

It h certain, that a reformation successfully car- 
tied on in this great town, would in time spread 
itseTf over the whole kingdom ; since most of the 
considerable youth pass here tliat season of their 
lives, wherein the strongest impressions are made, 
in ordtr to improve tiicir education, or advance 
their fortune ; and those among them, who return 
into thrir several counties, arc sure to be followed 
and imitated, as the greatest patterns of wit and 
good breeding. 

And if thing* were once in this train, that is, 
if virtue and religion were established as the neces- 
sary titles to reputation and prefennent ; and if vice 
and infidelity were not onlyioaden with infamy, but 
made the infallible ruin of all men's pretensions ; 
our duty, by becoming our interest, would take 
root in our natures, and mix with the very geoiui 
of our people ; so that it would not be easy for the 
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example of one wicked prioce, to bring us back to 

our former corruptions. 

I have confined myself (as it is before observed} 
to those methods for the advancement of piety, 
which arc in the power of a prince, hroited like 
ours, by a strict execution ofuie laws already in 
force. And this is enough for a project, that comes 
without any name or recommendation ; I doubt, a 
great deal more, than will suddenly be reduced into 
practice. Though if any disposition should appear 
toward so good a work, it is certain, Ihat the assis- 
tance of the legislative power would be necessary 
to make it more comincte, I will instance only 
a few particulars. 

In order to reform the vices of this town wbicb, 
as we have said, has so mighty an influence on the 
whule kingdom, it would be very i n 9 trn mental to 
have a law made, that all taverns and alehouses 
should be obliged to dismiss their company by twelve 
at night, and sliut up their doors; and that no 
woman fhould be suffered to enter any tavern or 
alehouse, upon any pretence whatsoever. It is 
^asy to conceive, what a number of ill conse- 
quences such a law would prevent ; the mischiefs 
of quarrels, and lewdness, and thefts, and mid- 
night brawls, the diseases of intemperance and 
vencty, and a thousand other evils neadleag to 
mention, Nor would it be amiss, if the mastera 
of those publick houses were obliged, upon the 
severest penalties, to give only a proportioned ' 
quantity of drink to every conapany ; and when 
he found his guests disordered ^ith excess, to re- 
fuse them any more. 

I believe there is hardly a nation in Christendom, 
where all kind of fraud is practised in so unmeaBur- 
able a degree as with us. The lawyer, the trades- 
man, the mechanick, have found so many arts to 
deceive ki their several callings, that they Car aut- 
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grow the common prudence of mankind, which is 
' in no (ort able to fence against them. Neither 
could the legislature in any thing more consult the 
publiek good, than by providing some effectual 
remedj against this evil, which, in several ca»ea, 
deserves greater punishment, than maa^ crimes that 
are capital among us. The vintner, who by mix- 
ing poison with his wines, destroys more lives 
than any one disease in the bill of mortality ; the 
lawyer, who'pCTSuades you to a purchase, which he 
knows is mortgaged for more than the worth, to the 
ruin of you and your family ; the goldsmith or scri- 
vener, who lakes all your fortune to lUspose of, 
when he has beforehand resolved to break the fol- 
lowing day, do surely deserve the gallows, much 
tetter than the wretch, who is carried thither for 
itching a horse. 

It cannot easily be answered to God or man, 
why a law is not made for limiting the press ; at 
least So iar as to prevent the publishing of such 
penuciom books, as under pretence of freethink- 
ing endeavour to overthrow those tenets in re- 
ligion, which have been held inviolable, almost ' 
in all ages, by evety sect that pretend to be 
christian; and cannot therefore, with any colour 
of reason, be called points in controversy, or mat- 
ters of speculation, as some would pretend. The 
doctrine of the Trinity, the .divinity of Christ, 
the immortality of the soul, and even the truth 
of all revelation, are daily exploded and denied in 
books openly printed } though it is to be supposed, 
neither party will avow such principles, or own 
tlie supporting of them to be any way necessary to ' 
their service. 

It would be endless to set down every corruption 
or defect, which requires a remedy from the 
fcgislative power. Senates are likely to have little 
regarJ for any proj^ios'als, that come from with- 
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out doors ; tbough, under a due sense of aiy 
ewn in^ibi lilies, I am I'ully CDiivincfd tlial lUc 
unbiassed thonghts of an honest aud wise ima, 
employed on the good of liis country, may be 
belter digested, than tlie results of a inultilu' 
■M'here fattjoa and interest too often prnail; i 
eingle guide nivy direct the «ay better tlian I 
humlred, who have contrary v iews, or loolc asquint, 
or slmt their eyes. 

1 shall therefore mention hut one more parti- 
cular, which I think the pailianieiit ouglit to take 
under coneidcmtion } whetlier it be nut a sbanie to 
our country, and a scandal to chrUtiaiiity, that ia 
niany towns, where tbere is a prodigious iucreabe iu ' 
the number of houses and inhabitants, to tittle care 
shouH be taken for the building o£ churches, that , 
^v'c parts in six of the people are absolutely hiiidpruJ 
from hearing divine service ? pariicularly here in 
London*, where a single minister, ivith one or two ■ 
^orry curates, has the care sometimes of above , 
twenty thousand souls incumbeut on him ; a neg- j 
lect of religion so ignominious, in my opinion, 
that it cau hardly be cijuaUcd ia any civilized age '■ 
■ or country. 

But, to Icii-e these airy imaginations of intro- 
"dncing new laws for the amendment of mankind; I 
what 1 principally insist on, w a due execution of 
the old, which lies wholly To the crown, anil ia 
, the authority thence derived : I return therefore to 
-my former assertion, that if stations of power, truM, 
profit, and honour, were constantly miide the re- 
wards of virtue and piety, such an adminlstniion 
must needs hav*: a mighty influence on thefaiihaiid 
morals of the whole kingdom ; ■ apd men of grcil 

■ Tliiip«r*tfipbit known to haveEtvenllMlirMliinltaca^ 
tiin prrluxi, piittcutiriy to bi6ho|> Auerbur;, in tl>s uri li 
Osfurd'i UHiiiitry, lo piuture a fund for buiMii:g fifty MW 
tfiui chM in I.o[ulua, H.' 
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abilities would tlien endeavour to excel in the Jnties 
of a religious life, in order to qualify themselres fot 
pubtick service. — I may possibly be wrong.in some 
of the nieans I prescribe toward this end j but that is 
no material objection against the design itself. Ld 
those who are at the hehh contrive it better, whicS 
perhaps they may easily do. Every body will agree, 
that the disease is manifest, as well as dangerous ; 
that some remedy is necessary, and that none yet 
applied has been raectuat ; U'hich .is a sufficient ex- 
cuse fof itny -man, who wishes well to his coun- 
try, to otFer his thoughts, 'when he can liave no 
other end in view but the pnblick' good. Tlio 
present queen is a prince5s of as many and great vir- 
tues as ever filled a throne : how would it brighten 
lier character to the present and after ages, if 
she would esert her utmost authority, lo instil 
some share of those virtues into her people, which 
they are too degenerate to learn only from her ex- 
ample*! and, be it spoke with all the veneration 
possible for so excellent a sovereign, her h^st cu- 

• Is it not «range Ihat to slCgint a writer n the ?uibnr of 
the " ObisnviDnt un LonI Orrery's Remarki," slrnuld exem- 
plify the correctnesi of Swifl'i iifla from as unlockj apiuiigB 
jMhBcoiilil hif* tckcieil ? Iiii ibis ■'■How ivonld ii hrighten 
her Eharacier lo the present incl aftet agci if ilie (Die Qoeeii} 
wmM exett her ulnrnsi autlnriif, to instill »iniB slinre uf thow 
Tirnei into her people, which the; ate too degetisiaic tii leiia 
nnlj fiem l>er euniple )" Wiih whicli tcDieiicB Dr. Dciinj ii 
lo eoamooteJ, ihil " whocTer," he oyE, aililie>sing himieir la 
Lord Orrwj, thaU attempt to conirMC, or make ii cleiret, or 
more torrect, Hrill quickly iulEcribe lo your jndemeDi of 
■■ Snif^" To LonI Orrery't judeemeDi 1 will reijiiy.tiih'cribef 
and yet willprilend id make thit paua^e clearer, hy retnminB 
the word otiLV to Itw end of ft. A> it tianda now, it is ;inibl- 
tiu)Di,andiifirMviewyuui»ightt)Unk itliini&eii unlifi, hiii{ 
ankgn^altlii ItarximlijifTtm tit aamplti only then the qon- 
closioQofthe sentence would cnnirailict ihe hegnniiig of i(. 
Read then, nhicli tliey are too dttaaratc it IcttnJiHn Ui a- 

«V/<DNLV. W.B. 
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deayoun in tbii weighs aJSaii are a roost tUpbrtauC 

part of her duty, at well ai of lier iotereit, and. bci 

QonoQT. 

But it must be oanfeued, that as things are new, 
eyory man thinks he has laid In a sufficient stock of 
ifBStit, and m^ pretend to any employment, pro< 
Tided he has been loud and frequent in declaring 
himself hearty for the goTemment. It it true, be 
ii a man of pleasure, and a fireethioker -, th»t is, iiv 
other woids, be ia pn^igite in his moi^la, and a 
despiser of rel%ion; twt in poiot of partTi he ia 
one to be confided in ^ be is an asaeitor of YAxctf 
and proper^ ; he rattW it oat against popery and 
arbitrary power, and priestcraft and hwb duucb. 
It is enough ; 1^ is a person fully qualified for any 
employment, in the court or the qavy, the law or 
the revenue ; where he will be nue to leave no arts 
untried, of bribery, fraud, injustice, oppression, tbat 
be can practise with any hope of impuDity. No 
vronder such men are true to a governmjeot, where 
liberty run* b^, where property, however attained, 
is so wen secured, and where the administralion 
is at l«»t so gentle : it is ioapossibte they could 
choose any other ceostitiuion, without changing to 
their lots. 

fidelity to a present establishment % indeed the 

E'ncipal means to defend it from a foreign enemy, 
t isdthout other qualifications will not picveot 
corruptions from witbin ; and states are more odea 
ruined by theae, than the other. 

I'd conclude : whether the proposals I have od^red 
toward a reformation be sucB as are most prudent 
and convenient, m&y probably be a question; but 
it is none at all, whether some rcformatioa be abio> 
. totely necessary; because thenature of thir^ is such, 
tliat if abuses be not remedied, they wilt cwrlainly 
increase, nor ever stop, till they end in the subvcrsinu 
of acaiuaon wealth. As tfaoe must always ol'i":- 
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cessit^ be some Corruptions, so, in a well- instituted 
state, the executive power will be always contenduig 
agaiustthem by reducing tbingi (asMachiavcl speaks) 
to their first principles ; never letting abiues grow 
inveter-ate, or multiply bo &r, that it will be hard t» 
fiod remedies, and perhaps impossible to apply them. 
As he, that wonld keep nis house in repair, must at- 
tend every little breach or flaw, and supjrfy it imme- 
diately, elie time alone will bring all to ruin ; kow 
much more the common accidents of storms and 
rain r he must live in perpetual danger of his bouse 
falKng about bis ears ; tnd will find it chci^er to 
throw it quite down, and build it again from the 
ground, perhaps upon a new foundation, or at least 
in a new form which may nothcr be bo aaic, nor s» 
convenient as the old. 
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CHARACTER 



THOMAS, EARL OF WHARTON, • 
LORD ! JKUTENANT OF IRELANft 

WITH *S ACCOUNT O? »OMB SMALLER fACTS DVHINO 
HIS GOVIIB^MENT, WHICH WILL HOT BE TUT INTO 
TKii ARTICLES OF IMPEACWMBNT. 
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In ■ confiJeDtiil UlurtaSttlU, dated Nor. i^.iji*. Dr. 
I Swift iiTit " H«« i* ■ ()>Dimd libaltnnt pimphUI come «at 
ataintt lori Wlianon, (iving the Chu-icier firfr, anJ then tel' 
ling lonia of hi* actiont i iln Clunctar it nrj wall, but ih« 
fkcLi indiflcranu Ittui been iwit bir.<h>ien> toMveid inule- 
iMil't Ind|ia|ii Mtd I hwl ona Or two of ihem i bw oobodf 
knowf ihe aa'hnr or primer." Thii iii pmaf how outioiifitM 
pein WH in lAnowliylgial hit polllicil prochiciirB^ eita to 
(lii nMnit friani^ In i lub<equnit letter, dated Dec. ij, ba 
(dd;, "The Character it here nciconedidmtraMe; bntmoitof . 
rhe fKti ire (riflet. Ii ini Ant priated pri*«alj here ; and 
then tome bold cur *eniuied lo do it pnblicicl^, end tidd two 
Ihnuiand in two difi i who the author it, mun remain nncer- 
Min. Dn roo preund le koow, iispadeoce I how dunl tm 
think 10 t" See tTEhbiibop Kine'I ramarki onthii ChiracteTi 
bi a letter to Dr. Swift, ditedjin. ;, 1710. It wooU be m 
raiproGobta enplojrinent to oDoinre iliia Character ef the Bar)t 
miA tiM deicmillf celebrated dcbimtiaa of Pope; N. 
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A SHORT CHARACTER 

THOMAS, EARL OF WHARTON. 



LtmJcH, .4>pi/30, 1710. 

The kingi^om of IreUnd being governed by 
deputation from hence, its annals, since the English 
establithment, are usually digested under the heads 
of the several governors : but the affairs and events of 
that island, for some years past, have been cither so 
insignificant, or so annexed to those of England, 
that they have not furnished naatter of any great 
inaportancc to history. The share of honour, which 
gentlenaen from thence have had by their conduct &nd 
ernplovments in the army, turns all to the article of 
this kingdom ; the rest, which relates to politicks^ 
or the art of government, is inconsidcraljle to ihc last 
degree, however it may be represented at court by 
those whopresidetbere, and would value themselves 
upon every step they make toward ^nishing the 
slavery of that people, as if it were gaining a mighty 
point to the advantage of England. 

Generally speaking, the times which adi>rd nJost 
plentiful mailer for stoiy, are those wherein a man 
would least choose to livcj such as, the various 
events and revolutions of war, the intrigues of t 
ruined faction, or tbe violence of a prevailing one ^ 
and lastly^ the arbitiaiy nnlawful acts of oppreuisg 
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governors. In tlic w'ar, Ireland lias no sbare I^nt 
in Kubonliiiatian to us ; the rame inny be ^a\i ot 
their factiiins, wliitli at prcient ore but imperfect 
transcripts of ours: but, the tliird subject for hisinry, 
-lAliidi h arbitrary power and oppression, as his tlint 
hy which the people of iTe^ndhave.for some lime, 
been (lisiinguish^ from nil her n]ajcst}''A subjects, 
SI), being now nt its grearcil Iiei-^nt under his i-x- 
cellency Thoman, car) of Wharton; a sliort acffmnt 
of his government nicy be of some use or enteriniii- 
ment to tlie present age, (hough 1 liopeitwill be in-' 
credible to the next. 

And because the relation I am going to make miiy 
be judged ratlier a history of his excellency, than uf 
liis government, I must here declare that 1 have nut 
the leasUvtew to his person in aoy part of it. I liavu 
had the honour of much conversation with liis Iuiij'- 
slij^, and am thoroughly convinced how indiflcrent 
he IS lo applause, and how insensible uf reproiich : 
\vhich is not an humour put on to serve a turn, ur 
keep a countenance, nor arising from the eonscious- 
' uess of itinoceuce, or any grandeur of mind, [ml the 
mere unaffected bent of his n-.iture. 

He is without the sense of shame, or glory, as 
some meu are witiiout ih^ sense of smelling ; and 
therefore, a good name (o him, is no more tkin a 
precious ointment would be, to these. Wlioever, 
lor the sake of others, were to describe the nature 
of a serpent, a wolf, a crocodile, or a foi, must be 
understood to do it without any personal 'lotcur 
hatred for the animals themselves,. 

In the same manner, iiis excellency is one wliom 
J neither personally love nor bate. 1 see him at 
court, at his own house, and sometimes at laiar, 
for I Jiave the honour of his visits ; and when ibese 
papers are publick, it is odds but he will tell me, ss 
he once did upon a like occasion, "that lie is dam- 
nably mauled ;" and then, with die easiest Iran- 



THOMAS, EAICLOFWHARTOW. 181 

sitioQ W the world, atk about tbe weather, or time 
of the day : bo that I enter on the work with' mare 
cheerfulness, becaose 1 am sure neither to niaketiim 
angrf, nor any way hurt his reputation j a pitch of 
happinesB and securi^ to which his excellency has. 
arrived, and which no philosopher before him could 
reach. 

I intend to execute this performance, by first glv- 
ing a character of his excellency, and then relating 
some facts dunng his government in Ireland, which 
wjif serve to confirm it. 

I know very well that men's characters' are best 
learned from their actions; but these being confined 
to his administration in that kingdom, his character 
may, perhaps, take in something more, <^ich tlie 
narrowness of the.time, or the scene, has not given " 
. lim opportunity to exert. 

Thomas, earl of Wharton, lord lietiienant of Ire- 
land, by the force of a wonderful constitution, ha's- 
some years passed his grSnd climactcrick, without 
an^ visible effects of old age, either on his body cf 
his itiind i and in spite of a continual prostitution to . 
those vices, which usually wear outbollw His be- 
haviour is in all the forms of a young msi at five and ' 
twenty. Whether he walks, or whistles, or swears, 
or talks bawdy, or calls names, he acquits himself 
in each, beyond a templar of three years standing. 
With the same grace, and in the same style, h» 
will rattle bis coachman in the midst of the street, 
where he ig governor of the kingdom ; and all this is 
without consequence, because it is in his character, 
and what every body expecti. He seentis to be but 
in ill ■'dissembler, atid an ill liar,, although they are 
the Cwotatents he'tnost practiseSj and most values 
him^f upon. The ends he has gained by lying, 
appear to be n|orc owing to the frequency, than (he 
art of them : his liei being Sometimes detected in an 
hoar, often in a day, and always in a week. He 

VOt. IV. R ~ "^^ ■ 
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rtells them JTcelf in mixed companio, althoogli be 
Juiowt half of those that hear bim to be his enemiei, 
and IB sore they will diicover them, the mtMnent thej 
leave him. He iwesTs solemnly he loves, and will 
jerveyoui and your back is no soonei turned, bnt 
lie tells those abioat him, you are a dog and a rascal. 
He goes conatantlj- to prayers in the forms of his 
{itace, and will talk Inwdy and blasphemy at the 
chapel door. He is a presbyterian in politicks, and 
an atheist in religion j but he chooses at present to 
whore with a papist. In his commeice with man- 
kind his general rule is, to endeavour to impose on 
their understandings, for which be has but one re- 
ceipt, A composition of lies and oaths ; and this he 
applies Indifferently to a freeholder of forty shillingt, 
and a privy cputuellor; by which the easy and tim 
bonMi are often either decnved or amused, aad 
either way he gains hi* point. .He will openly take 
.^way your employment to-day, because you are not 
of his p^rty ; to-motrow he mil meet or send for 
you, as ifnothingataUhadpassed, lay hU hands with 
much friendliness on your shoulders, and with the 
greatest ease and familiarity, tell you, that the fac- 
tion are driving at something in the house ; that yon 
must be sure to attend, and to speak to all your 
iriends to be therCj although he knows at the same 
time, thai you and your Iriends are against him in 
the very point he jnentions :, and however absurd, 
ridiculous, and gross this may appear, he has often 
found it successuil ; some raea having such an awk- 
ward bashfulness, they know not how to refiise an n 
sudden; and every man having something to fear, 
. which often hinders them from driving thiqgs to «- 
trcmes with persons of power, .whatever provoca- 
tions they may have received. He has sunk his for- 
tune by endeavouring to ruin one kingdom*, ind 
has raised it by going faj in the ruin of anotberf. 
* EDfland. N. f Icdaod. H. 
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'Witb a good natural understandiDg, a great fiuency 
in spcakiag, and no ill taste of wit, he is generally 
the worst companioa in the world ; his thouglit* 
being wholly taken up between vice and politicks, so 
that bawdy, propbaocneas, and businesa, fill up hii 
whole coDvetsation. To gratify himself in the twa 
first, be makes use of suitable favourites, whose ta- 
lents reach no higher than to entertain him with all 
the lewdness that passes in town> As for business, 
he 18 said tobcverydexterousatthatpart of it which 
turns upon inlrigue ; and be seems to have traufer' 
Ted those talents of his youth for iiltriguing with wo- 
men, into publick affairs. For, as some vain young- 
fellows to make a gallantry appear of coneequence, 
will choose to venture their necks by climbing up a 
waH or window at midnight to a common weoch, 
where they might as freely have gone in at the door, 
and at noon day i so his excellency, eit}ier to keep 
himself in practice, or advance the fame of his po- 
liticks, affects the most obscure, troublesome, and. 
winding paths, even in the most common affdirs, 
those which would be broagbt about as well in the 
ordinary forms, or would follow of pourae whether 
he intervened or not. 

He bears the gallantries of his lady with the in* 
difference of a stoick, and thinks them well recom-, 
pcnsed, bv a return (^ children to support bis family, ' 
without tJie fatigues of being a father. 

He has three predominant passions, which yoa 
will seldom find united in the same man, ais arising 
from ^fferent dispositions of mind, and jiaturally 
thwarting ea<?h other : these are, loveof power, love 
of money, audlove of pleasure; they ride him some- 
times by turns, sometimes all together. Since he , 
went into Ireland, he seems most disposed to lbs 
second, and has met with great success i having 
gained by his govermnent, of under two years, five 
and forty thousand pounds by the mASt favourably 
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computation, half in the legular way, and half in 
the pmdeiiiial. 

^e was never yet known to refuse, or kwp a pro- 
mi.sc, as I remember lie told a lady, but with an ex- 
ception to tlie promise he then made (which was to 
get iier a pension) : yet he broke even tl»at, and, I 
ciintcss, deceived us both. But here I desire (» 
distinguish between a promise and a bargain ; for he 
will be sure to keep tlie latter, *hen hc'has the fair- 
est offer. . 

ITius much forhis excellency 'b characler : I elinll 

how proceed to. his actions, only during the time he 

. *as governor of Ireland, which Were transmitted 

. to me by an eniineiit person in business (here, who 

had all opportunities of being well informed, and 

, whose employment did not lie at Ids excelleney's 

mercy. 

This intelligence being made up of several facts 
, independent of each other, I shall hardly be able 
to relate them in due order of time, my correspond- 
ent ornilting that circumstance, and transmitting 
them to me as they came into his memory ; so that 
tbe gentlemen .of that kingdom now in town, 1 
hope, u'ill pardon me any slips I shall make in that 
or any other kind, while 1 keep exactly to the 
tnith. 

.Thomas Proby, esq. chinirgcon genera! of Ire- 
land, a person universally esteemed, and whom I 
have formerly seen here, had built a country house, 
half a mile from Dublin, adjoining to the park. In 
a corner of the park, just under his bouse, he was 
much annoyed with a dogkenticl which belonged to 
the government ; upon which he applied to Thomas, 
carfof Pembroke, then lord lieutenant, and to the 
commiwioners-of the revenue, fvr a lease of aiwui 
five acres of that part of the park. His petition was 
referred to the loi\i treasurer here, and sent back for 
i'Xepon, which was in his favoiv, and the bargaia 
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9D hard, that the lord treasurer struck aS some part 
of the rent. He had a lense granted him, for which 
be Awas to build another kennel, provide ice yearly 
for the government,, and pay a certainxetit : the land 
might be worth about thirty shillings an acre. His 
excellency, soon after ius arrival iii Ireland, wa» 
tuld of this lease, and by his absoUite authority, 
commanded Mr. Proby to surrender up the laud j 
which he was forced to do, after all the expense he 
Lad been at, or else must have expected to lose his 
employment; at the same time he is under an obli- 
gatiwi to pay his rent, and J think he does it to this 
day. There are several circui-q stances in this stoiy 
which i have forgot, having not been sent to me 
Vith the rest; bat 1 had ic from a gentleman of that 
kingdom, who some time ago was here. 
. Upon his excellency's being declared lord lieute- 
nant, there came over, to make his court, one Dr. 
Lloyd, fellow of Trinity college, Dublin, noted ia 
that kingdom for being the only clergyman that. 
declared for taking off the sacramental test, as he 
did openly in their convocation of which he was a 
member. The merit of this, and some other prin- 
ciples suitable to it, recommended by Tom Brode- 
tick, ao far ingratiated, him with his excellency, 
that being provided of a proper chaplain already, he 
tpok him however into a great degree of favour : 
the doctor attended his excellency to Ireland; and 
observing a cast wench in the family to be in much 
confidence with my lady, he thought, hy address- 
ing tliere, to have a short open passage to prefer- 
ment. He met with ^reat success in his amour j 
and walking gne day with his mistress after my lotd 
and lady in the Castle- garden, my lady said to his 
excellency, " Wliat do you think ? we are going to 
lose poor Foydy." a name of fondness they usually 
gave her. " How do you mean ?" said my lord. 
yHij the doctor behind us is resolved to take fies 
R.3 
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from m." " h he by G— ? Why dien (G— d ■ 

d— mn me) he shall have the first hisboprick that 

ftlls*." 

TTie doctor, thus encooraged, grew ■ most violent 
lover, returned with his excdieocy forEnglaod, and 
soon after the bishoprick of Cork falhng void, to 
show he «)eant fair, he married his damsd publickly 
here in London, and hia excellency as honourably 
engaged fais credit to gethimthebishoprickj bat the 
matter was reckoned so infamous, that both the 
archbishops here, e^ipecially his grace of York, in- 
tcrposcd with the queen, to hinder so great a scaD- 
dal to the church -, and Dr. Brown, provost of 
Dublin college, being then in town, her majesty 
was pleased to nominate him ; so that DY. Lloyd 
was forced to lit down with a moderate deaaeiy in 
the northern parts of that kingdom, and the addi- 
tional comfort of a sweet \ady, who brought ihii 
her first husband no other portion than a couple ot 
olive branches for his table, though she nenelf 
hatdly knows by what hand they were planted. 

The queen reserves all the great employments of 
Iieland to 1^ given by herself, though often by the 
recommendation of the chief governor, according 
to his credit at court. The provostship of Dublin 
college is of this number, which was now vacant, 
upon the promotion of Dr. Brown. Dr. Benjamin 
Pratt, a fellow of that college, and chaplain to the 
house of commons of that kingdom, as well as Ao' 
austick chaplain to the duke of Qrmond, was at 
that time here, in attendance upon the duks. He 
U a gcodeman of good birth and formne in Ireland, 
and lived here in a veiy decent ggure : be is a per- 
•on of wit and learning, has travelled and conversed 
, in the best company, and was very much esteemed 

* It wu confiilenclr reported, u a COncek of bii cxcellanqr, 
thit, Ixlkin^apon thismbject, ha unce (aid, with great p1«a- 
■ Mn^tlMAstK^taHukeliii wttsnabMiiip. OrlfhuJ tfitt. 
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aoaong us here when I had the pleasure of bis ac-* 
quaiutaace : but he had the original sin of being a 
rcrputed toiy, and a dependant on the duke of Or- 
mond ; however, he had many friends among the 
bishops, and other nobility, to recoouncnd him ta 
the queen. At the same time there was another fcl< 
low of that collie, one Dr. HaJl, who h^id the ad- 
vantace of Pratt in point of seuioritv'. Thi^ gentle- 
luaD had very little introduced himself into the 
world, but lived retired, though otherwise said to, 
be an exceUeut person, and very deserving fur hi*, 
learning and sense. He had been recoi^mesded from 
Ireland by several persons i and his e3n;»4lency, who 
had never beibre seen nor thought of him, after 
having tried to injure the college by recommendine 
persons from this side, at last set up Hall, with all 
innaginable seal i^;mnst Pratt. I tell this story the 
mere circumstantially, because it is. affirmed by hia. 
excellency's friends, that he never made more use of 
his coutt skill than at this time, to hinder Dr. 
Pratt from the proTostship; not only. from the per- 
sonal hatred he had to the man, on account of hia 
patron and principles, but that he might return ta 
Ireland with somelitde opinion of his credit at court) 
which had mightily suffered by many disappoint' 
menti, especially the last, of his chaplain Dr. Lloyd. 
It would be incredible to relate the many artifices he 
used to this end, of which the doctor nad daily in- 
telligence, and would fairly tell bis excellency so at 
his levees j who sometimes could not conceal his 
surprise, and then would promise, with half a dozen 
oaths, never to concern himself one way or othsrj 
tliese were broke every day, and every day detected. 
One morning, afler some expostulation between the 
doctor and bis excellency, and a few additional oaths 
that he would never oppose him more } his excel- 
lejicy went inunsdiately to At bishop of Ely, tpi 
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prevailed on him to go to the queen frwn him, and 
let her majeny knq,w, that he never coold consent, 
as long a« he Lvcd, that Dr. Pratt should be provost ; 
which the bishop barely compKed with, and delivered 
his message, though at the same time he did the 
doctor all the good ofBces he could. The next day 
the doctor yias again with his excellency, and gave 
him (hanks for so open a proceeding ; the affair was 
now past dissembling, and his eKceilency owned he 
did not (wiposehim directly, but confessed he did it 
collaterally. The doctor, 3 little warmed, said, 
" No, my lord, you mean dirccdy you did not, but 
indirectly you did." TIie.CMiclusion was, that the 
queen named the doctor lo the place: and as a 
fiiriher mortification, just upon the day of his ex- 
cellency's departure for Ireland. 

But here 1 must desire the reader's pardon, if I 
cannot digest the followjngfacts in so good a man- 
lier as I intended ; because it is thought eipedient, 
, for some reasons, that the world should be informed 
of bis excellency's merits as soon as possible. ] will 
therefore only transcribe the several passages as they 
were sent me from Dublin, without either correct- 
ing the style, or adding any remarks of my own. 
As they are, -they may serve for hints to any person 
^ho may hereafter have a mind to write memoirs of 
b|s excehency's life. 
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A RBI.ATIOM OP SBVEKXt FACTS, BXACTLY AS 
THETT WEIIE TRANSMITTBD TO MB FROM IRELAND 
ABOUT THRBB MONTHS AGO, AND AT EBVERAL 
TIMES, fROM A FBRSOK OP fiVALlTY, AMD 11) 
EMFLOYMBNT THBRB. 

THE ear! of Rochfort's regiment of drag;oops was 
embarked for her majesty's service abroad, on.tfie 
27 th of August, 1709, and lef): their horses behind 
them, which were subsisted inordcr to mount an- 
other regiment to fill up their room ; as the horses of 
tieutenant general Harvey's regiment had formerly 
mounted a regiment raised, and still commanded, 
by the duke of Ormond ; on which occasion _the- 
dukc had her majesty's order only, fut as much mo- 
nny as would supply the charge of the horses, till the 
reginrient was raised, wbicB was soon after, "and then 
it was put on the establishment as other regiments. 
But that which was to supply the earl of Uochfort'sj 
had not a coraoiission granted till the a9th of April, 
1710, and all the pay from the a7th of August to 
tbit time (being above 5700I.) was taken under pre- 
tence of keeping the horses, buying new ones in the 
room of Bucb as should be wanting or unserviceable, 
and for providing accoutrements for the men and 
liorses. As for the last use, those arc always pro- 
vided out of the funds for providing clothing, and 
the duke of Ormond did so : as for horses wanting, 
they are very few, and the captains have orders to 
provide them another way ; and the keeping the 
horses did not amount to 700 1. by the accounts laid 
before the committee of parliament : so there was at 
least^oool. charp;ed to the nation, more than the 
actual chaigo could a 
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Mrs. Lloyd, at' tint coming over, expected the 
benefit of the box-money; and accordingly talked 
of selling it for about lool. but at last was toM abe 
must expect but part of if, and that the grooms of 
tbe cbambcr, and otlicr servants, would deserve a 
coDsideralion for their attendance. Accordingly bis 
excellency had it brought to him every night, and 
to make it worth his receiving, thy lady gave 
great encouragement to play j so that, byanioderaEe 
computation, it amounted to loool. of which a small 
Bbare was given to the grooms of tbe chamber, and 
tbe rest made a perquisite to bis excellency : for Mrs. 
Lloyd having a husband, and a bisbuprick promised 
ber, the other pretensions were cut on. 

He met licuteiianat general Lai^on in the court 
of requests, and presented a gentleman to him, aay 
■ ing, " Hiiii is a particular friend of mine; be tells 
me he is a lieutenant in your regiment} I must 
desire you will take the ^ist opportunity to give 
him 3 troop, and you will oblige me mightily." 
The lieutenant general answered, " He had served 
very weJl, and bad very good pretensions to a 
troop, andthat he would give bim the first that 
fell." With this the gentleman was mighty well 
satisfied, returned thanks, and withdrew. Upon 
which bis excellency said immediately, " I was 
forced to speak for him, as a great many of his 
friends have votes at elections ; but d — n him, be 
i* a rogue, therefore take no care for biro." 

He brought one May to the duke of Ormond, 
and recommended him as a very honest gentleman, 
and desired hit grace would provide for him ; which 
his grace promised him. 9o May withdrew. As 
soon as be was gone, bis lordship immediately said 
to the duke : " That fellow is tha greatest rogue ia 
Christendom." 

Colonel Coward having received pay for some 
time in two or three regiments, as captain, but never 
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done any other service to the crown than eadng 
and dridking in the expedition to C^iz under the 
duke of Ormond, finding he had not pretensions 
enough to rise, after he had. sold the last employ- 
ment he had, applied to hia excellency, who repre- 
sented him in such a light, that he got above 900I. 
as an arrear of halipay, which he had no title to, and 
B pension of 101. a day ; but he reckoned this as 
much too little for his wants, as every body else did 
tfM) much for his pretensions, gave in a second peti- ' 
tion to the queen for a farther addition of los. a day; 
which being referred to his escellency, he gave him 
a favourable report, by means whereof, it is hoped, 
his merit will be still farther rewarded. 

He turned out the poor gatekeeper of Chapel- 
izod gate, though he and his wife were each above 
sixty years old, without assigning any cause, and 
they are now starving. 

As for the business of the arsenal. It was the pro- 
duct of chance, and never so much as thought of 
by the persons who of late have given so many 
good reasons for the building of it, till, upon in- 
quiring into the funds, they were found to hold out 
so wcH, that there was a neceSsiQ' of destroying 
sixty or seventy thousand pounds, otherwise his ex- 
cdlency, for that time, could hardly have had the 
credit of taxing (he kingdom. Upon this occasion, 
many projects were proposed, all which at last gave 
way to the proposal of a worthy person, who had 
often persuaded the nation to do itself a great deal 
of hami, by attempting to do itself a little good j 
which was, that forty thousand arms should be 
provided for the militia, and ammunition in pro- 
portion, to'bc kept in four arsenals to^be built 
for that purpose : this was accordingly put into the 
heqds of a bill, and then thlfl worthy patriot, with 
his usual sincerity, declared be would uot'consent 
to the ^ving « oioney for a^y other use : ai 
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every body tlioi^tt by the worifi Iw spoke, tfaongb 
afterward he showed them that his meaning wai 
not to be koown by tlie vulgar acceptation of words ; 
ibr he not only gave his consent to tlie bill, but 
used aU the art and industry he was master of, to 
have it pass } though the money was applied in it to 
the building of one arsenal only, and ammuuition 
and other stores proporiignable, without one word 
of the militia. So the arsenal was conceived and 
afterward farmed in a proper manner; hut when 
it came to be brought Kirth, his excellency took 
it out of the hands that had formed it, as far as he 
could, and contraiy to all precedents, put it out of 
the care of the ordnance board, who were prt^jeriy 
to have taken care of the receipt and paynteni of the 
' money without any farther charge to the public!:, 
and app<»Dted his second secretary, Mr. Denton, to 
he paymaster, whose salary was a charge of above 
iive hundred pounds in the whole : then, thinkiiig 
this was too small a charge to put tht; poblick toibi 
nothing, he made an establishment for that wotk, 
'eonsisting of one superintendant at three pounds per 
week, eight overseers at seven giounds foursbilliagi 
a week, and sixteen assi^anls at seven pounds tour 
shillings a week, making in all seventeen pounds 
eight shillings a week: and these were, for cJie 
greatest part, persons who had no knowledge of 
auch business ; and their honcaty was equal to tbeii 
knowledge, as it has since appeared by the noto- 
rious che.atB and neglects that have been made out 
against them ; insomuch that the work they baw 
overseen, which, with their salaries, has cost near 
three thousand pounds, might have been done f(K 
less than eighteen hundred pounds, if it had been 
agreed for by the yard, which is the usnal metbod, 
and was so proposed in the estimate : and this » 
all a ceriainif , because all that has be^ dtmc, >) 
only removing earth, which hu been exactly com* 
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pated by die yard, and mi^t hate been so agreed 
for. 

HitlipSa»Bge,eaq.,aBchan«Horofllieeiicbeqner, 
demanded fees of the commission's of the reTCUne 
for sealing writs in the queen's business, and showed 
them fisT it some sort of precedents ; b(it they, ncit 
being well Batinfied with ihem, wrote to Mr. Soutb, 
one of the commissisners (then in London,) to in- 
quire the practice there. He sent ihem M'ord upon 
inquiry, that fees were paid there upon the like 
cases; to Ihey adjudged it for him, and constantly 
paid him fees. If therefore there was a fault, it must 
lie at their door, for he never offered to slop the bu- 
siness;- yet his excellency knew so well how to 
choose an aliomey and solicitor general, that when 
the case was referred to them, they gave it againrt 
the chancellor, and said he had forfeited his place 
by it, and ought fo refund the money, (being about 
two hundred pounds per annniA -J but never found 
any &ult in the commissioners, who adjudged the 
case for him, and might have rcfiiscd him the money 
if they had thought fit. 

Captain Robert Fitzgerald, father to the present 
earl of Kildare, had a grant from king Charles the 
Second, of the office of comptroller of the musters, 
during the lives of captain Chambre Brnbazon, now 
earl of Meatfa, and George Fitzgerald elder bro- 
ther to the present earl of Kildare ; which the said 
Robert Fitzgerald enjoyed with a salary of three 
bundred pounds per anmcm ; and after his death,, his 
lOD George enjoyed it ; till my lord Galway did, by 
threata, compel him to surrender the said patent 
for a peasioQ of two hundred pounds per anrmm ; 
which he enjoyed during hia life. Some time ago 
the present earl of Xildare, as heir to his father and 
brother, looked upon himself to be injured by tiic 
nrrcnder«f thesaidpatent, which should have conie 
lu bim, the earl of Meatb being still living : therO- 
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fyic, in order to right himidf, did petition her Bit* 
jesty ; which petition, as oiual, wiu reared lo di» 
earl c^ Wharton, tbea lord lieutenant, wbO'bang at 
that time in London, referred it, ac^rding to ths 
cocnmon method on nich occasions, to the lord 
dianceUor and lieutenant geoeral Inetddiby, the 
then lords justices of this kingdom ; who, £m that 
information, ordered the attorney general to inquire 
whet her thi; earl of Kitdare had any legal title to ths 
taid patent, which he, in a full report, said faehad: 
and they referred it to the deputy vice treasurer tt 
ioquireintd the nature of theoffice, and to give them 
his opinion, whether be thought it was us^il or n^ 
cesx^rf for her majesty's service. He gave in his 
report, and said be thought it both usenil and ne- 
cessary ; and, with more honesty than wit, gave tfa^ 
following reasons : first, tliat the nraster mastcz' 
general compated the pav of tlie 4'hi^ military list, 
which is above soo.oool. per annum j m> having no 
cbeclE on him, might coramit mistakes, to the great 
prejudice of the crown ; and, secondly, because he 
bad himself found out several of those mistakes, 
which a comptroller might prevent. The lords ins- 
tices Approved of these reasons, and so sent orer uieii 
r^rt to my lord liantcnant, diat they- thought the 

office useful and necessary : butcolonel P r, the 

muster master general, being then in London, and 
having given my lord lieutenantone tboDsand ponnda 
lor bis content to enjoy that office, after he bad got 
her majesty's orders for a patent, thought a chuk 
upon bis office would be a iroublesone spy ujion 
him J sohe.pteadadtjiemerit of bis tbouaaDdpooim, 
and desired in consideration thereof that his ^xel- 
lency would free him from an office that wonld pot 
it out of his power to wrong the croWD ; and to 
strengthen his pretensions, pat my lady in mind of 
what money he bail lost to her at play > who iu- 
«edUtely> out cf a gratelul leiue »f KDcfiii rse^ved, 
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noled tt much against the lords justices report, as 
crer ibc had done against the tories ; aod my lord 
lieuteiutit, prompted by the same virtue, made his 

Xrt, that there needed no camptrdlAr to that 
c, because he comptrolled it himaelf ; which 
(now having given bis word for it) he will Ijeyond 
all doubti effeccualljr for the fature : although since, 
it has been [dainly made appear, tliat for want of 
some control on tliat office, her niajeaty ha« i^een 
wrroQged of many hundred pounds by Ute roguery <^ 
M derfc, and that during the titne of his excellency's ' 
government > of which there has been hut a small 
pail: refunded, and the rest has not been inquired 
after. Jest it should make it [Mainly appear that a 
coniptToller in that office b absolutely necessary. 

His e&cellency being desirous, for a private reason, 
to provide tor the worthless ami of a worthless father, 
who had lately sold his company, and of course all 
pretenaion to preferment in the armyi took this op- 
portuni^: acaptain in the oldest regiment in the 
kingdom, bong worn out with service, desired leave 
to sell, which was granted him ) and accordingly, 
for a consideration agreed upon, he gave a resi gnatioD 
*ti his ctunpSHy to a person approved of by the com- 
mander of the Fc^tnieDt, who at the same lime ap- 
f^ed to his cxcdlency for leave for another captain 
«f hia n^ment, who is an en^neer irt her majesty's 
•ervioft in Spain, and absent by her majesty's li- 
cense : his eicellency, hearing that, said tliey 
Bright pve him a company, in Spain, for he would 
dispboe of his here; and so, notwithstanding all the 
commanders of the regiment could ui^e, he gave 
tlM3 company, which was regularly surrciidered, to 
his worthy favourite ; and the other company, which 
was a disputable title, to the geoileman who had 
paid his money for that which was surrendered. 

Talking one morning, as he was dressing, (at least 
■ dozcD people present) of the debates in council 
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about the afiair o£ Trim, be taid the Icvd cfaief 
justice Dolben* had laid down as law a thing for 
which a man ought to have his gown sgii^ed oS, 
and be whipped at the cart's a— e ; and, in le$s ihaa 
a quarter ut an hour, repealed theexi>re£sionag3iD: 
yet, some days after, sent Dr. Lamtiertf to assure 
his lordship he said no such thing. Some time after, 
while he was in England, he used bis utmost efforts 
with llif <)iieeii to turn him out, but could not : so 
when he caqje once again, he took an opportDoitj 
(when tiie judges were to wait on him) to-say to 
thrai, pafiiculatly to lord chief justice Dolben, that 
perhaps some officious persons would spread storie* 
that he had endeavoured to do some of them a pre- 
judice in England, which he assured them he never 
Jiad} but, on tlie contrary, would always, without 
distinction, show his regard according to merit; 
which the lord cliief justice Broderick was pleased 
to approve of, by saying, " that was vc[y hottour- 
able, that was very gracious /' thougb he knew 
the contrary himself. 

In England he bid Mr. Deeriug assure .all hii 
friends and acquaintance here, that they and evciy 
l>ody without. distinction might depend jon bis fa- 
.vour, as they behaved themselves ; with which Mr. 
peering was much pleased, and wrote over lo hit 
friends accordingly ; andj as soos as bis back wa( 
turned, he jceriogly said, " D — «, me, how easily 
Le is bit!" ; 

When the duke of Ormond wag iu the gcvenH 
roenc, he, gave to ,Mr. Anderson Saunders die go- 
vernment of Wicklow castle, which has no salary, 
but a perquisite of some land worth about 12/. per 
annum, wbich Mr. Saunders gave to the freeschod 
of the town; but his excellency, not liking, cither 

• Sir Wiii;;iRi Doltwn, b>rc lord chie( jiMice of the cm)- 

f Hu principal GlutpLwi. K. 
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U>e ptnon or the uk, wilhcut any ceremonies^ or 
reason given, superaeded liim, by giving aconinois-- 
iion for it to Jennings the borsecourseri who, lies 
nnder ECveral odious and scandalous reflections, par- 
tjcnlaily of very narrowly escapiog the gallows for 
ctnning. 

Some time after bis excellcDcy's landing ihc second 
.time, he ^ent for Mr. Saunders among others, de- 
■aring tbeir good offices in tl)e ensuing sesslofii^and 
tbat Mr. Saunders would not take aunsfi his giving 
that place to Jennings, for he assured him he did 
not know it belonged to him , which is tiighly pro- 
bable, because men of Tiis knowledge usually give 
an'ay things, without inquiring how they are io 
theV disposal. Mr. Saunders answered, "41ewas 
TCty glad to find what was done was not out of 
any particular displeasure to him ^ because Mr. 
'Whilsbe4 had said at Wicklow (by way of 'apology 
for wliat his excellency had done) that it was occa- 
ftioRcd by Mr, Saunders's having it ; and seeing hia 
cscellency had no ill inlention against him, was 
glad he could tell his excellency it was not l^ally 
given away {for he had a custodiam for the land 
out of the court of exchequer); so his excellence's 
commission to Jennings could do him no pKju- 
^jce." 

Lieutenant general Echlin had pay on this esta- 
blishment as brigadier, till the middle 'of October, 
1708, when he was removed from it by his excel- 
lency, beeanse his r^ men t went away at that time, 
and lieutenant general Gorges was put in his room. 
Some lime after, major general Rooke,. considering 
the reason why Echlin was removeil, concluded tbat 
Gorges could not come on till some time in Febru- 
ary after, because his regiment also was out of the 
kingdom till that lime; and thai therefore he, being 
the eldest general officer that had.no pay as such, 
^as entii^ to the brigadier's pay^ tiom the timo 
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Echlln was removoj till Goi^m was qualified to K- 
'ceive it, he having done th« duty. His exorJlencjr 
upoTt hearing the reason, owned it to be a vety good 
one, and told liim, if the money were not paid to 
Gorges, he should have it, BO bid him go see j wluch 
he did, and found it was : th<;n his excellency told 
him lie would refer his case to a court a( geaci^ 
. officers to give their opinion in it, whicti he said 
mtis^ needs be in his favour, and upon that ground 
be would find' a way to do him right ; yet, when tbe 
general office rs sat, he sent for several of them, and 
made them give the case against Rookc. 

When the prosecution against the dissenting mi- 
nister at Droghcda was depending, one S(e\-cng, a 
lawyer ill this town (Dublin) tent his excellency, 
then iv London, a petition, in the name of the said 
dissenting minister, in behalf of himself and others 
who lav under any such prosecution ; and in «bou( 
a fortnight's time his excellency sent over a letter, 
to the then lords justices, to give the attorney and 
tolicitor general orders, to enter a noli prosequi toaO 
tuch Eoiinj which was done accordingly, though he 
never so much as inquired into the merits of ihe 
cause, or referred the petition to any body, which i> 
a justice done to all men, let the case be ever so 
light. He said he had her majesty's orders for it : 
but thev did not appear under her hand ; and it is 
generally affirmed he never had any. 

That his excellency can descend to small gainS) 
tAke this instance : there were 8^ol. ordered by her 
majesty, to buy new liveries for the elate trampcts, 
' messengers, elc. but with great industry he got them 
made cheaper by kodI. which he saved out of that 
■nm ; andHt is u ported, tliat his steward got a hand- 
some consideration besides from the undertaker. 

The agent to his reginient, being so also to others, 
bought a lieutenant's comtnisson in aftgiment of 
foot, fta whtck b« iwv«r w«s to do any duty ; wUcb 
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service pleawd his excellcDcy so wdl, that he gave - 
itiin, leave to buy a company, aad would have had 
bim keep both; but before his pleasure was known, 
tfae former was disposed of. 

The lord lieutenant has no power to remove, or 
put in a atriicitor general, without the queen's letter, 
it bting one of those employments excepted out of 
his comnussioD ; yet, because sir Richard Levinge 
tlisabliged him by voting according tahia opinion, 
he removed him, and put in Mr. Pointer * althSugh 
he had do queen's letter for so doing : only a tetter 
frotif Mr, Secretary Boyle, that her majesty designed 



The privy council in Jriland have a great share of 
the administration ; all things being carried l^ the 
' Coitsent of tlie majority, and they sign all orders . 
and proclamations there, as weE as tlie chief gover- 
nor. But hi^ excellency disliked so great a share of 
power in any but himself; and when matters were 
debated in comicil otherwise than he apprortd, he 
irould stop them, and say, " Come, my lords, I see 
hofw yonr opinions are, and therefore 1 will not 
take your votes}" and so woold put an end to the 
dispute. 

One of his chief favourites was a scandalous cler- 
gjman, a constant companion of his pleasures, who 
appeared publickly with his exceUency, but never ia 
his habit, and who was a hearer and sharer of all the 
lewd and blasphemous discourses of his enceUfency 
and his caLial. His excellency presented this wort}iy 
divine to oae of the bishops, with the following 
recommendation : " My lord, Mr. '■"— u a very 
honest fellouf, and has no .fault, but that he is a 
litHe too immoral." He made this man chaplain 
to his regiment, ' though he had been so infamous, 
that a bishop in £ngl»]d refused to admit bim to if 

* Afurwaid raeorder of lb« city s[ Dublir, uU lord %)ud 
JDUic* ol tbe nuniMri pkai, H. 
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living he had bees presepted to, till tlie patron Sxc^ 
bim to it by law. 

His excellency recoromended the earl of locbi- 
quin to be «ne of the lords justices in his absence^ 
and was much mortified when he found lieutenant 
general Ingoldsb^ appointed without any regard to 
fits recomniendatiori ; particularly because the usual 
salary of a lord justice, in the lord lieutenannt's ab- 
sence, is lool, permonth, and he had bargained with 
thearl for 40I, 

, J will send you, in a packet or two, some parti- 
culars of his excellency's usage of the convocation ; 
of his infamous intrigues wiih Mrs. Coningshy ; an 
account of his arbitrary proceedings about (be elec- 
tion of a magistrate in Trim; his selling the place 
of a privy counselltir and commissioner of the reve- 
nue to Mr. Conolly ; his barbarous injustice to dean 
Jephson and pgor Will Crow ; his deciding a case at 
hazard to get my lady twenty guioeas, but in* so 

' scandalous and unfair a manner, that the arrantest 
sharper would be ashamed of j the common custom 
of playing on Sunday in my lady's closet i the partie ' 

quarrie between her ladyship and Mrs, Fl d and 

two young fellows dining privately and frequently at 
Clontavf, where they used to go in a hackney-coach ; 
gnd his excellency's making no scruple of dining in 
a hedge tavern whenever he was invited ; with some 
other passages which I hope, you will put into some 
method, and correct the style, and publish as 
speedily as you"can. 

Note, Mr. Savage,- beside the prosecution about 
his fees, was turned out of the cpuricil for giving 
bis vote in parliament, in a case where his excel- 
lency's own trieads were -of the same' opinion, till 
they were wheedled or threatened out of it by his 
excellency. 

The particulars before mentioned 1 have not yet 
received. Whenever they cctue, I shall publish 
them in a lecond part. "' / 
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AT THE COCKPIT, MARCH 8, 1710-iii 

BIESTABBJHB MS. HAKLET; 



FBR jeBM MDmrKIW tV tJH, 



WITB THB PREAMKUC TO TUB JATBUT 

KHl CREATING MR. HARLEY A PEER. 






" Yesterday was sent mc fi narrative printed, with 
a1I the circumstances of Mr Harlem's stabbing. I 
had acA dme to do it myself : so I sent raf hints to 
the authoc of the Atalaniis * -, and she has cooked it 
into a lixpeany pamphlet, in her own style ; only 

TUe KIKST FAG£ IS LEFT AS I WAS BESIKMIMB IT. 

B.iit 1 am afraid of disoUiging Mr. Harley or Mr. St. 
jFuhn in one critical point about it, and so wouid not 
^o it rajself. It is worth youi reading, for the ai- 
cnntstances akb all tk.ue." Journal to Stella, 
April i6, 171 1. — " Guiscard, and what you wifl 
read in the Narrative, I ord«ed to be written." 
Ibid. April aS. — The facts in this Narrative are cxn- 
firmed by several other passages in the Dean's vcorks; 
particularly in the Esamincr, No. XXXIII, <ia the 
fifth volume of this collection) ; and the share he 
had in it h acknowledged in " Memoirs i^ating to 
the Change in the Queen's Mirastry;" vol. VJ^ and 
Jo the Journal to Stella, fiov.s, i^ii. 

* Mrs. Hinley wai also emptaycd bjp Dr. SuHft, in "A 
Learocd Cammeni upon Dr. Hare'i excellent Sermon, 
preached beroie Ibe Duke of MarlbornaEh, on llie Sorrendcr 
oC BoiKluio 1" " A triK RDkliao of the leveral Fact* lad 
Circumitancei of Ihe iciended BuK and Tumirit od Q^EUm- 
belh'B Birthday;" ml hi V A modest IiKliiWy ipto iIm Xeaagofuf 
(he Jot expretiedbf ■ certain Set nf People, upon tlie ipru^ 
ing a Repcvt of her Majepy's Death.)" and wrote " X ne« 
Vindicilinn of the Doke of MarlbDrough, tic ;" See jaariul 
to Stella, Nov. j, 1711. — Betide tliete four iracii (wliidiMC 
all inieited in lhi> edition), the wn tuppoced (o tutve wrioaa 
" A Liiler to ihe Emminer, cancetDing the Barrier Tn»I 
■indiCJted [by Dr. Hare] j" and, " An Aniwer to Baroa B«k- 
nuu'i Menuriali" fiooi bints sujgowd bf the Duo- H. 
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1 HERE is notbin^ i^ceived with more plcataie in 
hi&Kay, tfaaa the minute passages and circumstances 
«>f Mich &ct& as are extraordinary and surprising, 
'We often lament to see an important accident na- 
kedly told, stripped of those particularities which 
are moH entertaining and instructive in such rela- 
tioDs. This defect is frequent in all bislorians, not 
^brough their own Umlx, but for want of informa- 
,liott. For while facts are fresh in memory, nobody 
'tekes care to record them, as thinking it itUe to in- 
ibnn the world in what they know already ; and by 
ifaU means (be accounts we have of theni are only 
traditional, the circumstances forgotten, and per- 
hapH supplied with false ooes, or-formed upon pro- 
babilities* according to the genius of the writer. 

But, beudethe informing pocterity on such occa- 
Euons, there is something due to the present age. 
People at distance are curious and concerned to know 
-the particulars of great events, as well as those to 
the metropolia ; and so arc the neighbouring nations. 
And the relations they receive are usually ettber very 
imperfect, or .misrepresented on puiposc by the pre* 
judice of party in the relators. 

I shall endeavour to avoid both these errours, in 
the fact I am going to relate ; and, having made use 
of some good opportunities, to be informnl from the 
first hand* of several passages not geoerally knowiij 
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1' hope it- will be in my power to gire some satii&C- 
tion to the publick. 

Aboui six years ago there c«roe into England a , 
French papist, the younger brother of a noble | 
family in that kingdom, caued Antoine de Gmscard, I 
abbot de Borlj^ near the CevcnneB in France. And ! 
as it is the usual custom for cadets of qualt^ there to I 
betake themselves to the army or the diurch ; Guis- 
card those the latter, and had an abbey given bim 
of a considerable revenue; hut, being of a vieinis 
and profligate nature, he fell into the most horrible 
crimes, that a man can commit. Among other 
instances, it is said, that he seduced a nun. It is 
likewise reported, that he and his youog^' brother, 
tuspectiog tdeir receiver had ciieatcd, cot the- poor 
man, to their house, and pa,t htm to Ine torture tb 
force a discovery from him- Beside keeping a ter- 
rail in his abbey, when he used ro receive a aura 
tcgethe^ from his revenue, his custom w^, to go lo 
ThoLouse, and lavish, it in all sorts of CKcesses. A 
young lady jaf a good fam.ily was so unhappy to be 

Srevailed on, to her dishonour, by his brother. 
Ignsieur de Gulscard was afterward employed \a 
ateal her from her father ; but, jailing iti love witii 
her himself, bc.patrie.d ber. off &)m bis rival into 
Switzerland. Satiety not long after succeeding, he 
was so inhutpan to poison the poor un for tutiate lady. 
After his flight, he was hangedin effigy. h? the 
magistrates at the principal town in Rouo^ue, for 
his intended rebellion, it is agreed oa all hands, 
that, upon account of his many enormities (but, as 
himself terms ihem in bis Memoirs *, " private do- 

*• Pahlifheil in 1707, nniler tlie following liU* ■ " AuIheo> 
tjck Merrnirf, beins Srcm Ttans»GlioAs in the Soiuhetn Pro- 
»inues of France, tn wfcue ihat HatH.n fnim Sl-vt.jf. flc.li- 
carjit to llie Qiieen of Greai Brii»in. By the Mjrquis ite-Gii i- 
cari], Ueiileiisuil Gsneril of the Form gone opoii tl'e rMfiii 
Dsfccut," Tb«Dsdi«uiuaiiaatwl,Hit<Wf M>7«o, 1705. «■ 
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niestick concertis, iind the crying Uijustice done 
his family,") he withdrew to Iws own lands in tint 
province of Kouergue, coutiguous to that part of 
Languedoc called The Ceveimes; where he endea- 
voured to raise insurrections among ihe dUcontentcd 
people, of which he has published a very foolish acr 
couqt : but, having neither L-redit nor ability ibr such 
an undertaking, hifl success was answerable. He we» 
forced to fly into Switifrland, without takin;^ any 
tneaeuies for the safety of those poor wretches inr 
volved with iiim, and who had been so unhappy to 
be' wrought by his insinuatiou?. Thii'ty of the 
romau cathotick persuasion (seduced by Guiscard 
into the design of rebelling for liberty, not religion) 
tell under the sentence of the magistrate, and were 
broken upon the wheel ; though it is said, if mon- 
sieur de Guiscard, upon whom they depended for 
intelligence, had but delayed his flight only so long 
as to send notice to those gentlemen of the danger 
impending, th^ might all, or at least the greater 
Dumber of them, have escaped as well as biinselt. 

The marquis dc Guiscanl had an early, an un- 
doubted, propensity to mischief and villany, but 
without those fine parts useful in the cabinet ; he had 
not capacity to conduct a design, though he might 
have brain enough to forni one ; was wliolly unac- 
quainted with war, bad never been in the army, a 
proSJgate abbot, -who knew nothing of Ihe wldier. 
Vet tliis man we find immediately madeacol^.id of 
a regiment of horse, and lieutenant general, with a 
pension, as .it is said, from HoJknd, as well as from 
us. To do all [his for one wholly ignorant of ^a 
camp, was foolish m well as scandalous. , 

Nor had adversity made any impression upon his 
raanuen. Jiis behaviour here was expensive, luxu- 
rious, vicious ; lavishing at play, and upon women, 
what was given him for his own support. Beside 
his continual good fortune with othci ladies, he kept 
roi,, ir, T 
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two in constant pay, upon whom he made a profuw 
and regular enpense: one of those creatures was 
married ; whonl that he might possess with the 
grcaiereaie, be procured her husband to be pressed ; 
and sent away into the service : a transcript of that 
state cunning sometimes practised by great politi- 
cians (when th<7 would disencumber theraselvej of 
an iiKonmodtJ in affairs of the tike emergency. 

At first there was none more caressed than our 
foreign favourite. A late fninister seldom saw-a levee 
without him; though we admit thai is not always a 
proof of being a favourite of those to whom they 
make their court. There are who crowd thcmaelves 
where they have done the most sensible injuries, and 
against whom they have been guilty of the highest 
(^ence: but. want of shame is one part of an iH 
man's character ; as another branch a, that be can 
jubmit to the meanest things. 

Monsieur dc Guiscard had the misfortune to sink 
under his character, even to those great men whpat 
first ha(i4nost indulged bim. His parts were too 
mean to balance or upliold him against a just con* 
tempt : he was found a useless villain, whose infi^- 
riour understanding could not answer expectation. 
Proving uiuerviceable, he was consequently discoun- 
tenanced, dropped by degrees, and afterward totally 
nf^lectedj his pension ill paid, and himself reduced 
to ei^mity *. This put him upon making fata 
peacii with Prance : a common practice of such vil- 
lains i whose only business being to support an in- 
famous life in fulness of luxury, ihey never weigh 
what stands between tbeni and the end. 

The marquis de Guiscard had no-religion, knew 
nothing of prindples, or indeed hnrianlty : brutiih, 
'bold, {desperate, an engine fit for the blackest nus- 

* At tbii pnioi Ouucard derived a temponrr tiqipcit troa 
fraodnlent dcniiritip at ihe billiud- table, iHnwii) which Iw 
appeml* lava evcllal, N. 
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chiefi revcngcfij, basy to design, though full of 
inconsistencies, and preposterous in bis management': 
liis schemes inipracticabte to any less rash and incon- 
sidcraic, as may be seen at lar^ in those his iS 
tbrmed projects of rebellioti agaiiiKt his prince; bis 
aspect gloomy and forbidding, no false indicadtm of 
the malignancy witliin. Nor could the cril in his 
oatui-e l>e diverted by benefit*. Ihe present mini- 
Etty, regarding him as a man of family, one w^id 
had been caressed in England, though they Uked 
neither bis principles not tus practice, thought it 
agairnt tlie glory of the queen (who is the sanctuary, 
of distressed foreigners) to let a genllcman of such 
birth want the supports of life ; and therefore en- 
tered upon measures to pay him four hundred pounds 
a year, as part of thai pension which at first wa* 
granted him, and had been for some time discon- 
tinued. He could no longer with any pretence be a 
malecontent: but he would not forego bis treacJie- 
roiiB design, nor his desire to make his peace - at 
home. Mr. Harley discovered his correspondence : 
he knew he had wrote three letters to France, with 
advice of our affairs. This discovery was made a 
fortnight before monsieur de Giiiscard'a seizure- 
Mr, Harley was willing to convict him under hll 
own fiand ; and accordingly took all necessary pre- 
caution, to have what letters be should write brought 
to the secrctan's office. 1b the mean time psrsons 
were employed, that should give an account «f all 
hi.'i motions ; such who played with ,bim, drank 
with Kim, walked ftith him ) in a word, those who, 
under ilie pretence of diversion and friendship, 
should never lose sight of him, till that day. When 
he went to a merchant of his acijuaintance to the 
city, and gave him a letter, witli this request, " U^t 
he would be pleased to forward it, and let it be senL 
away with his own foreign letter*." 
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This letter wbs brought to Mr. Hsrlcy ; where he 
Tcsd monsirar Gutscard's advice to the ministers of 
France, " that they should invade England as soon 
)M possible, whether they succeed or noj because 
tlic mischief it would do us would be irreparable : 
It would disconcert and divide os, ruin our credit, 
and do ua a vast deal of hurl, &c." 

On the eighth of March, the queen's inaugura- 
tion day, monsieur de Guiscard, between twt>'and 
three o'clock in the afternoon, was seized in the 
Mall, in St. James's park, by a warrant of high 
treason from Mr. secretary St. John, and carried by 
the qaeen's inessepgers to the Cockpit. He seemed 
then to have taken his resolution, and to determine 
"that his ruin should be fatal to those persons who 
occasioned it, by desiring leave to send for a gjass 
■•^(ack, some bread and butter, and a tni/fe. The 
vonuin of the coffeehouse sent him all but the Icnifie, 
which was accidentally omitted. He was brought 
into the derks' room, and kept there till the cabtnet 
council was assembled ; in tnat room be found a 
penknife, and took it away unperceived ; which, as 
It is supposed, he hid in his sleeve ; for there was 
none found in his pockets, which were searched 
before his examination. 

There were present, at the committee of cabinet 
council, the lord keeper, lord president *, duke of 
Ormond, duke of Newcastle, duke of Buckingham, 
duke of Queensberry, earl Paulet, lord Dartmouth, 
Mr. Harley, Mr. secretary St. John. . 

[Mr.'Tilson, Mr. Hare, undersen-etaries, sat'al 
a table by themselves.] 

Monsieur de Guiscard being brou^it in to be exa- 
mined, Mr. secretary St. John, whose business il 
was to interrogate him, asked him some questirais 
" * LjDrcncB Hj^t,- earl of Ruchester, wai apiioinl*! lord i 
prcaidcnl io S^icmber 1710 ; and died Miy 1, 1711. N. 
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about his cofresimnditig witli France ; and whether 
h^ had not sent lettet^ fhUher ) Monsieur de Guis- 
card dmied it boldly : meao tinne hia colour came 
and went. Earl Poulet, before he was brought iu, 
had desired Mr. St. John to change places with Mr; 
Jiaitty, that Gtiiscard's face might be full in the 
light, and his countenance better perceived, in any 
alteration that might happen at the questions that 
should be' asked hira. 

The presence of that august assembly ; the obli- 
giitious the criminal had to some in particular, who 
"had honoured him with tlidr favour; and to all in 
genera!, as they were of the first rank, among a 
people who had >>o generously refuged him in his 
misfoitunes ; his own guilt, and dread of beuig de- 
tected ; might well cause an emotion in the mind 
and face of the most resolved, most' hardened iw- 
Bon. He flushed and turned pale, the posture prhis 

. feet restless and unasiiured, his hands in peqjetiial - 
motion, funlbling in his pocket; which some of that 

, noble assembly reflecting on, could yet well accoutit 
for, by renremberiog it was his usual manner: a 
French air, which has been long since received in 
England, among some of our fine gentlemen, to a 
great degree of imitatioii. 

Could one have looked iiito Guiscard's guilty soul, 
how terrible at that moment had been the prospect ! 
his dread of conviction, his ingratitude, his treachery, 
his contempt or desire of death, his despair of Hea- 
ven, his love of his native country, his spirit of re- 
venge, embroiled his thoughts, fermented his blood, 
roused his shame, and worked up Jiis resolutiop to 
a pitch of doing all the service' to f'rance, and mts- 
chief he could to England. Like falling Sampson, 
to involve in bis fate the strength of the enemy : 
yet h€ would make one push for life, and, till proof 
Were produced, not give up a cause he could defend 
■o easU/ 'as by denying the crime he was charged ' 
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wiilii which he4id with an ontlaaiited assnratice-, 

till Mr. Secre(ai7 asked him, " If be kne* such a 

fenUeman r" nanuug the mercliaDt with whom he 
3d left the letter? At that, Guiscard rolled his 
eyes, assuied of his ruin, yet surprised and. shocked 
at the approach. The sarne question being repeated, 
he answered, "Yea, whatofthat?" Being pressed 
again to discover what lie knew of his- corresponding 
with France, he continued obstinate in hi> pretended 
ignorance ; when Mr, lecretary St. John produced 
bis letter, . and, with a force of ckK]Uent:e tnsepara* 
ble from what he speaks, represented t^ monsieur 
dk: Guijcard the baseucss, the blackness, of his 
crime; " to betray the queen, his benefacttcssj Br^ 
tain, the country that had refuged, supported, 
trusted, honoured him by the cotumand of her 
tiw>p« with such nohlft confideoce, that niade it 
double vitlany in him to be a villain ;" exhorting 
hint, " yet to be sincere, and give up to their in- 
formation what he knew of t£e treagherous design 
he b:id formed." 

Whilst the sccretary'a words were noaking an ir- 
Tesiilible imfn-ession upoh every niiod bat his to 
whom ihcy were addressed i the crimioal formed to 
tiimsdf the destruction of those tw:o dreadful ene- 
mies of France, Mr. Hgrley and Mr. St. John, ]t' 
(ecmed to him too bazardota to attaint the design 
at the full board ) not in regard of his own life 
(that was already devoted), but lest they should n<it 
be both involved. It appeared reasonable to bint, 
that if, upon the pretence of discovery, be coutd get 
' J'lr. St. Jphn to withdraw, Mr. Harley might posii' 
bly be of the pai^, and be have a chance to murdt^ 
iKidi t>efore they could be assisted. Accordingly, 
vbeq he' wSs pressed to discover, he desired to 
■peak with Mr. S^t. John apart. The secretaiy told 
tiini, " That was ioipracticable : he was before the 
vtuiic cotDsiittse u a criminal } aud what Iw hai 



GUISCARiy's EXAMINATION. 211 

to say, mast be said to all." Upon Guiscard's pta^ 
sisdng to ajjcak aaiy lo the secretary, tliey went to 
ring the bell, to call in the messengers, to carry 
him away; which he observing, cried out, " That 
is hard riiot one word ! pas un mot '." and, stoop- 
ing down *aid, " Ten yeux done a ioi. Then have 
at thee!" so stabbed Mr. Harley. Redoubling the, 
stroke, the penkntte broke, Which he was not sen- 
sible of; but, rushing on toward Mr, St. John, 
ovcrtlircw the clerks' table that stood between. Mr. 
St. John saw Mr. ttarley fall ; and cried out, " The 
villain has tilled Mr. Harley !" Then he gave him 
a wound, as did the duke of Ormond and the duke. 
of Newcastle, Mr. St. John was resolved to have 
killed him, but that he saw Mr. Harley got up and 
walking about, and heard earl Poulett cry out, " not 
to kill Guiscard," The messengerH laid hold of him, 
and tore his coat. He raged, he struggled, be over- 
threw several of tliem, with the strength of one 
desperate or frantick, till at last they got him down, 
by pulling him backward by the cravat. Like a 
lioD taken in the toils, he foamed, he grinned, his 
countenance seemed despoiled of the aspect of any 
thing human ; bis eyes gleamed fire, despair, and 
fury *. He eried out to the duke of Ormond, whilit 

* " la ona grot Abw, tupcnoor to aa iga, 

TbB full vxtreOiM of Natun't force we find ) 
How liraTenly viftue aa cxiIc, or ng« 

Infernal csn digcide, tlw human nind. 
Whili ths fiem monk dots at his tiiaJ icirwli 

Hechewi revenp, abjuring hitofftncej . 
Guile \a hii tongue, Inil munlcr in hi> hand, 

H«ltabtbi> judge, tu prove bis iiinucence. 
The gnillr uroke, andtorlare of [be Iteel 

Infls'd, our diuullets Brilm (caree pcTcaitW i 
lUt HOnuih fat* Gountrf fioni bis dauh niiiat f«et| 

Tbe Smixiot riewif for thue alone he grieve*.*. 
FmioR, VjneiieHr<llji«i'ar> ' 
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ihey were binding bioi, amid his execrations and 
his raying, " M7 Lord Orraond, Pmtrquoi »e mn 
depichtx vmitf Why do not you dispatch mc*?" 
The noble duke made thii memorable answer, " Ce 
n'estpas faffair de$ konnites gens; c'eslCqff'air tfait 
autre. It is not the work of gentlemen; it in the 
work of others," 

Let us turn our eyes from so detestable an object, 
to another not 'less surprising, though of a quite 
did'erent kind ; where we shall behold a gentleman, 
arrived by long practice to that difficutt attainment 
of possessing his son) in all conditions, in nil acci- 
flents, whether of lite or death, with moderation. 
' This is the man that may truly be said to know him- 
self, whom even assassination cannot smprise; to 
whom the passions are in.such obedience, they never 
conteod for sway, nor attempt to throw him from 
.bis guard. Mr. Harley, Ming back in his chair by 
the redoubled stroke that was given him, and see- 
ing them busy about taking Giuscard, by whom he 
imagined himself killed, did not call or cry for help ; 
bnt, getting up as well as he could of himielf, ap- 
plied his hankercbief to the wound, to stop the 
blood, and keep out the air, walking about the room 
till they had time to come to him, not complaining 
nor accusing, nor encouraging them to revenge him 

* Mom. Mnnaear aft, Mr. Hirtaf wst vibbcd, " by n 
ic/Itral Fraafoii, x Freilch miKrelnt, at Ehe council-board, 
Where Ihii wr«ich wu bTou|bt to be cxaraiaed |" and addi, 
ID * nrain of natioiul vuiitx,~" Tlta; may Uka notice in Eii(- 
land, how gooJ judEts we are of men ]a France j and bclien 
the; ^ave reason 10 be wjry how Ihey enletuin any, wtwm lit 
witeit prince on earili, tbm whom none leei faithcr into Ibe 
mcriis of men, li» iletermined to be,wqfih1e», and nu fit la 
be rm^loycd." See Minutet of tJie NegoCiMions 6F Mon!. Me(- 
iiaser'M ihe Coart of England, during the four IatI Yeaii of IM 
*■ Reigii uf her latg Majesi; Queen Anno, containing manT (*■ 
iioos PirticDlan of ihme Timet ) translated from tbc FiBBcb in 
1717, and pnUitt)*!! a Hcoud uiH in 1736. N. 
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upon Guiscard; hU countenance aerenc; iirial(ered[ 
so that, from liis own beliaviour.'allhis friends, par- 
ticularly Ills tenderest Mr. St. John, hd{>ed lie was 
but slightly hurt. When Biisiere the surgeon search- 
ed the wouod, they were all surprised to find it so 
dangerous; the penknife was'struck aslant and buried 
in the (voiind, wliif^h Mr. Harley himself took out, 
■wiped, called for ihe handle, and said, " 5'hcy be- 
long 'to nic." He asked " if the wound were mor- 
-tal, as he had affairs to settle." Even iji our in- 
credulous age, we may term his escape a miracle : 
the blow was struck exactly upon his breastbone, 
v^hich broke the knife ; iiad it been an inch lo\rar, 
it b^d touched the dtapkragma, and all the world 
■ could not have saved his life : or a nail's breadth 
deeper, it would have reached his heart. I have . 
heard it affirmed, " that, if one should attempt a 
thousand times at an imitation of Guiscard's design, 
witliout his rage and tbrce; not once iu diat thou- 
sand times would it be probable that a life could 
escape ihe'blow, a$ Mr. Harley's has done." He 
had a doable deliverance, first from the knife strik- 
ing upon the breastbone, and then from.its breaking 
there j he must else have infallibly been murdered by 
the repetition of the blow. ]^either was the cure le*ft 
doubtful ; llie contusion was more dangerous tlian 
the wound' itself : about a -week after, liic bruised 
blood fell down, which held his life in suspense. 
He had been ill for some time bi:fore, and was not 
as yet recovered. 

As soon as Mr. Harlcy was dressed, he ordered 
the surgeon to take care of mous. de Guiscanl ; and 
was himself carried home in a chair, followed by the 
lamentations and prayers of the people for his re- 
covery, who attended him to his own door witli 
their sighs and sorrows. 

arhe bold marfjuis, though subdued, was still un- 
tamed : his fury, despair, and desire of instant 
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death, made- bim use bit efforts to prevent tbe-good 
intentions of the surgenn and the assistant^.. Thej 
were forced to keej) liim down bj strengtb of hand, 
whilst bis wouQiis were searched and dressed ; atler 
which, be was sent to Newgate, where he coiitinoed 
ID tlie tame violence of mind. He begged to die, 
he strove to die, by. rubbing the pl.-LisEers from bis 
wounds ; to prevent which, there were persons per- 
petually employed to watch on each side the bed. 

If we read his sentiments in his own'iVlenioirs, 
we may find they were always disposed to violence. 
Speaking to those whom be would draw into a con- 
federacy against the king, " That it was better to 
die once for all, than to die in a maniiL-r a tbousand 
times a day, always at the mercy of men who made 
it tbdr business to embitter tbeir lite, aad make it 
insu|ipDrtabIe," p. 8. — In another place, "How can 
we better spend some few and uncertain daxs, wbich 
every moment are ehded bv some disease, by mis- 
fortune, or old age, than by making our name fa- 
mous and immortal ?" p, 14. — And thus, " Pusil- 
lanimous men, who, for want of courage, dare not 
attempt any thing at tlieir peril, will never see an 
end of tbeir nusfortune." p. 46. 

I'hese, being his avowed teneta, may give us 
■Ome light into a design so execrable, that it were 
sin to look into it with any other eyes but detesta- 
tion. Mods, de Guiscard was to reconcile himself 
to France ; which could not probably be done, but 
by something more notorious than his di»afl«ctioii. 
Upon his deatlibed esamination, be told the lords, 
" There was somctliing horrible he had to lell tlie m ! 
■^-for which he ought to be torn in pieces ! — soinc- 
1 thing tnoonceivable ! — exceeding all barbarity !"— 
tliere he stopped, as if for breath, a reauimation .cf 
8])irits, or to recollect what he hail to say. Afier a 
while, seeing lie did not. proceed, ihey reminded 
bim to go on. He repeated tJio^e and many moic 
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such expressions. Being prrssed to proceed, he fell 
into something very trifiii^, which be knew they 
knew already; said, "It was no matter— content 
—content — " meaning to die. 

Upon their (itaminaiion of him in Newgate, he 
seemed tn boast his resolution and perfonnance ) bad 
tbera "judge what he was able to do in a good 
caQse, had Uiey thought fit to employ andtmsthim, 
since he could go so far in an ill one." The vanity 
of his nation tept him company to the last: he 
valued himself upon his intrepidity, his contempt 
of death, and thirst of honour, ts*c. The last lime 
the lords were with him, be desired Mr. St. [ohn's 
hand, and said " Pardonne, pardovne." Mr. St, 
]ohn replied, " Je vous pardontie — Dkit vans par- • 
donneF' — Guiscard repeating " Content— content" 
—he became delirious. 

- The ronghness of fais nature seems to have hinder- 
ed Ifiin from encouraging thai remorse whrdi ap- ^ 
preaching death might occasion ; else we should ' 
Joabtless have had disclosed the blackest scene that 
any age has shown. Itis very well known theeagtT 
desire he had for some time expressed to see die 
queen alone; the pretence of that audience he so 
■earnestly importuned was, "To get liia pension 
assured." He wa? of late often fouud in the auti- 
chaml>cr, and at the backstairs* He generally carried 
a botde of poison about him, supposed to antiwer the 
disappointment of some foreseen event. This, com- 
pared with his own words, and severafletters from 
Fiance and Holland at that time mentioning it was 
expected they should hear of a coup d'iclat en An- 
gleterre, makes it almost past doubt that he did de- 
sign to kill the queen ; and, failing of his attempt 
' there, stabbed Mr. Harlcy, asby his own confession 
\ he would have done Mr. St. John, because ihey were 
the two important lives that gave dread and anguish 
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to that moDarch, who has so long and oflen beco the 
lertourof othcra. 

The quecD, all merciful and saintlike as she is, hai 
herself the goodness (notwithstanding appearances | 
were ag^nst him, in the supposition •(d' ms bornble : 
iulcniioni to destroy her) to.appoint two surgeom j 
snd two physicians to attend him in Ne^^ts, witli 
whatever was befitting B iiian of family. This graci- I 
«us treatment could depart only from a mind so coH' i 
versant with Heaven, so near of kiudredj as that of 
our pious queen ! - ' 

Her cares and prayers * were the balm that healed 
Mr. Harley's wound. The honour that was done 
Lim by the address of parliament will never be fbr- 
gOTien; nor her majesty's gracious answer. It is re- 
markable, that, when it was brought into tbe bouse 
oflorda-]-, the wbjgs all went out, esccpt one, who 
raised a weak objection, "that monsieur deGuiscard 
was not a papist convict." 

Notwithstanding the surgeons and physicians art 
and care, monsieur de Guiscard died in Newgate. 
His wounds, of which he received four in the fore- 
part of his body, were cured ; the itiUxX was in his 
back, which, the surgeons deposed, was uot mortal. 
The jury gave in their verdict, " That; his bruises 
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SliB pleadi tbj Buvice, *ad forbiili thy dealtb 
Grcit is thoa m, ihoo unit demand no more, 

A hriui bewail'd by tarth, pmerv'd by Heann I 
No bigher can upirmg TirCue (oar: 
Enouth to thca of grief and hm* it given." 
^ U wa« n joint uldrett nf both hoiuei i bat wu finl moi«i) 
in the han>B of cowmoni March 9, «ihI immcdialelf agreed to 
hj tlie lords. Guimrd J) esUed in it >* a French pspisl." H. 
J TiA wonnil Gniscird never diicoverad to the nrgeoDi dU 
, it IkiiI fcHared to tbe mntaniatingdetree. . Two quaitt of oM 
dulled blood cama out of hit tids two daft before ht died. N. 
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wen the cause of bin death." It appeared, upop 
tlie ftxamiiifttion of Mr. Wilco«, the queen's mesJ 
sengcr, that It was he that wounded the marqui* iu 
the back, apd gave him tho«; bruises of which to 
died. Monsieur de Guiscard, in gtruggling with 
W-ilcos, ihrew him against a window, which caused 
him to void above a quart of blood the same night. 
His resolution, or rather obstinacy, continued to 
tlie last : he wmild not permit his wounds to be 
dressed, nor accepted of any nourishment but what 
was forced upon him ! he made oo profession of re- 
ligion, had no show of remorse or contritioa, nor de- 
sired the assistance of a priest*. He was privately 
Interred |, by order from the court — a mercy no na- 
tion but ours would have conferred upon a spy, a 
traitor, and an assassin {! 

* Tlie aiitlmr of the " Pnlilicid Swie" (who never f^led 
citchiug M crary nppnrtunii]> of abisini Dr. Swifi) h*s •evcroly 
tcprelirndeil Uiii *■ Narrative," Iliwigh he h;is copied from it 
very llherilly. The above pasiaec, <ii particuLir, be h» takpa 
upon tihn lo crniure g and asieFK, tiiu Guitcaiit denied Mr. 
Bii<ier*fO!end fiir a pricsl) nho luld him, "hewanactiujiiited 
witliooiMi hitbutineuwaionlrtodretihirfi: and if he wanieil' 
a priMt, he muil apply himielF lo atbets." — It n amutmf lo 
abceT*e widi what digniiy our aatharmaiDlaiHBd hi»>au lupc- 
rioritji over the nvaim of scrihMen wlu> coiitinuatijr HifsHtil 
him. They were treafed by tiim, a» ihey drieived, with lb« 
must (overelEn comempc. Of the writer of the " Political 
Siaii-,''' he fpi " One Buyer, a French dog, hai ahu-ed ma m 
a pamphlet (■ An account of ilia State and Piagrau «f the Pre- 
ien( Neg"lii*io)i of Peaea," *ic.)( and 1 h>»e gMhim \a.a ni«r- 

, ■etiger't haoilE; iheEOcrelary promiseinie to >winc«him. Lord 
tten urer told me tan ni(tu thai lie liiil ilie honour (n be abnwd 
with me in a pimjihleL 1 nuii make thai rugos an example, 
for I warning to oiheri." Jnnrnil to Stella, Oct. lA, 1711. H. 
f He died in the fif ly- Mcuud year of hU age. H, 

* InthB"CoTniiiriPhi1olDgicaAc'aileRiizOxnnien(ia, 1713," 
M a proce oration by H. MuxIob, A. ^, under the Ii;leoi"Fivac 
GniKarditiiit," whtrc the ciruimKancei of Uii* twrriil tnufi 
action ak proptrij «nlat|e<l Qptm. N. 

VOt. IV. V 
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Ifl it Dot obvious to al) England, what bad been 
our di^reu, in the ccmliuioti. whcxein x> long a run 
(^ miimaDagement baa pluDged us, if Heaven had 
permitted the knife of a barbarous foreigner to have 
robbed oS of a ouDister, whose conduct, wiae, sied- 
faat, vigorau8, extricates our affairs, aod embrcnla 
the enemy* i Doe» not the flouridiing church of 
England owe him all ibiugs for her deliverance from 
presbytery and aUnfisiu ; a miracle do less seasonable, 
than when she was assaulted by alt the force of 
Koine ? Wcte be not a sincere worshipper at our in- 
creasing altars, would he not reduce rather than mtil- 
tiply f ? Is {tot even our gracious sovereign indebted 
to him, for scattering those persona from about her, 
whose exceesiTe tyranny strove to ruin all thoK who 
aimed to come at the queen but by them i Docs he 
not sacrifice bis quiet to the good of his country, 
without enriching bis own faqiily with her treasure, 
or decking himself with her honourii ; though she 
has jione but what, with pride and joy, she is ready 
to bestow upon liim ? Was not his blood (even now 
devoted to the restless genius of France) spilt in dread 
of his pursuits and endeavours to reduce that mo- 
narcli to humanity and reascai i Is not his modea^ so 
f scessivc, that be conceals, from those persons who 
have treated him as a traitor, the extent of his 
power, lest he should seem to insult their disgrace? 
Free froiv that false delicacy wiiich so often makes 
pM^le uneasy at what either the mistakea or our i 
enemies say of ua ; his actions have tl»eir foundation 
on solid judgment, propped by a most extensive ' 
genius, unlimited foresight, and immovable prti- | 
dcuLC, France. reoyrds her UieheJieu, Mazarin> and 

* This great np;ni&ier was, in the following yeir, in dxigtr 
nf hnint hii lift by another SCepe nf xrat£,l-ay ; Wliich is kkii- | 
tionid br Dr. Swilt.inhisJonrnMtn'itelli, Ka*'i5, t7ii. N. 

t AltndtnKtobiipsiroaiEins the bill for buiUiii( fUt; ne* 
churcho. N, . i 
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Louvois: wctalkwilhvenerationoftbcCecih. But 
posterity shall boaut of Hartny, as a prodigy, in whom 
the spring is pure ai the stream i not tToubled by in- 
gratitude or avarice, nor its bcaiiiy deformed by the 
feature of any rice. The coming age will envy ours 
a ministerof such accumulated wonh) they will gee 
and know how happy we were. Why then should 
we ourselves be wUfiiUy blinih, or wilfully Ignorant of 
it ? Is it not his distress, to be bom among a people 
so divided? could he in any other country have 
^iled of universal love and veneration ? How long 
shall our divisions niafce us the sport and proverb of 
the neighbouring nations ? Monsieur Quillet, by the 
purity of his Latin, has difiused our character 
throughout the world; and when the curiokj* would 
be informed of the genina of -the British people, the 
learned refer to him * ; It is thought the most beau- 
tiful part of his CallipsBdta; and. However the spirit 
of the author may have suffered by [be change, I will 
present it to the reader in the English translat<5r's 
words t : 

" If then from Calais you design to land 
On England's rile, unhospitable strand. 
There you shall find a race of monstrous men. 
Where mangled princes strew the Cyclops' den, 
A false, ungrateful, and rebellious brood, 
New from a slaughter'd monarch's sacred blood, > 
They break all laws, all fancies they pursue. 
And follow all religions but the true. 
All there are priests, each difiercntlypraya. 
And worships Heaven ten thousand different ways, 

* Li!>. >v, ver, S— t j. U it bat comirioii jusiica to ohKtve^ 
wl'ti Mr. Rowe, (hat ihit characccr »[our lution wii f renin 
IhS time otitie civil war; which makes the KVece cciisure agres 
verr well with Ihose days of conrmioit and rillan;. H. 

f We harg txH ':cmpled to sahititate Mr, RowB'sirBntllciDD, 
io wliicta lbs original has MSrrvd ha bj it* «hint;a. H, 
V 3 
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If b^ the mob the canting fool's admir'd. 
The brother's gittei), and tlie saint mspir'd. 
Hence the fanaticks ra\e, and wildly Btorm, 
Convert hy fnstol, and bv pike reform. 
Nor are th' enthiisiabti so abhorrent grown 
To holy ccteroonions ritea alone : 
An £ngU«bman on all extremes wUI run. 
And by consent be wilfully undone, 
Jf an opinion thwart what ancients wrote. 
He catches it, and bosonu up [lie tliougUt. 
Alciden would his club assoou resign. 
At he a darling heresy acclinci 

*' Yei we must dodic sons of England right ; 
Some ^ta^s Rhine through the horrour of the uigkt. 
For navigation, and for skill renowned 

' In sailing the terraqueous globe around. 

■ To them no shore's untried, no seaa unknown, 
Where varei have murmnr'd, and where whitls 

have blown. 

Typhi* and Jason, who in Argo came, - ^ 

Lay no pretensions to so just a liime, I 

As Ca'endish, Willoughhy, and Drake's iminor- ] 

tal name." J 

. Is it not time to redeem our character, that the 
wt>rld, in applauding our courage, may no longer 
object QUI divisions ? Though we disagree in r^i- 
gton ; yet, for common good, we should, methiuk:*, 
DC g]ad to unite in politicka.. Our cercraoniu may 
differ, but our easentials ire the same ; and to people 
of reason, one would imagine, there needed not 
much persuasion, to join in those advantageous par- 
ticulars, reputation and interest. 

Parties break their force against one another, do 
the work of our foea, are weakened by perpetual ani- 
mosities, hate their adversary at home nmeli more 
strenuously than a foreign encoij-, inc;;pacitate tbem- 
feJvcs.frum doiiig^all the injury tht^ should tn 
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France, all tlie good tbcy ought to Eogland. Our ' 
piques aud distastes for trifles have run ug up to 
fi-enzy; die world beliolds the hatred and aversion 
among as as looacy ia our blood, incurable but by 
letting forth i t!iey foresee and ipm tor a civil war, 
to reduce us to misery and i-eason j diey flatter Uiem-, 
Kulves that our dissensions tend that way, aad pro- 
phesy they ciiii have no end but with our ruin. 

It is ourselves only can disappoint the hopes of our 
en«niies, and extricate ourselves. l"he very Maho- 
metans claim our pity, for beiog misled by llie grand 
irnpostor ; and shall a fellow christian be hated ? 
Have we no arguments but blitcrness and reproach ? 
must we continue as violetu against our neighbour at 
home, as brav.c in the field abroad ? If we were not 
all Uritons, or had diflerent interests, something 
mi<^ht be said for that eager desire of ruin, so con- 
spicuous in the contending parties. 

How ridiculoiu it appears to a reasonable man, 
who reflects how greatly our happy constitution is 
envied by our fnemies, and how little valued or en- 
joyed by ourselves! We boast of liberty, andyetda 
all we can to enslave others to our opinions ; mean- 
while the common interest of the island is lost or 
forgotten, in the desu^ of gratifying our particular 
revenge and aversions. 

We have now a queen aod ministry of consum- 
mate piety, prudence, and abilities, who know the 
true interest of England^ and will pursue it. The 
church is delivered from oppression and fears ; reli- 
gion secured, according to every Englishman's heart's 
desire. What should we next consider, but the in- 
terest of the body politick ? Which way can that be 
so effectually cimed on, as br calminK our heats 
and animosities, by taking off tne veil ot prejudice 
and party which so lot^ has blinded usi to have 
every individual consider what would be for the 
V 3 
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good of the whole, and ilncerely. to give into it ? 
Were these meaiBries failbfEdly panued. Franc* 
could never be formidabli to Engl^Hid; nor the pro- 
tMtant religion here be under 307 apprehension 
from the reitlcii aDd encroaching spirit of the 
Roman. 



.Google 



PREAMBLE TO Mr. HARLETS PATENT. 



'i'he Reasons which induced her Majesty to create the 
Right Hommrahle Robekt Ha»ley a Peer of 
Great Britain} being a translation of the preamilt 
to hii.Patfnt, dated Magii, ijii*. 

^VhATETER favour rasty be merited from a just 
prince, by a man bom of an illustrious and veiy 
ancient femiiyt, fitted "by nature for al! great things, 
andby all sorts ofleaming qualified for greater i con- 
staDtly employed in the study of state atfairs, and 
with the greatest pr^se, and no small danger, exer- 
cising variety of offices in the government; so mucit 
does our wrfl-beloved and very faithful counsellor' 
RoBEKT HakleyJ, deserve at our haods: he, 
wtio ID three successive parliaments was unanimously 
chosen speaker; and, at the same time that hd 
£Ued the chair, was our principal secretary of state : 
in no wise unequal to either province. Places, so 

* Pint printad m fto. tn Luin add EagUali, bjr Morpbawy 
■D 171 1. N. 

-J- Thii ttoblt familjr ii dacandod frmn the CDciMt hotUe oC 
UiB de Harbi) in Francs- Tlieir coBinidn ancestors were pro- 
baUji a^amllj of that aaniB raldenC in Shiopihirc laag bcforo 
Ihe CmqueX. N. 

X Robert Hitler, l^- tU<*t son of sir Edward Hartef, wwf 
la>ni in Londop, Dec. 5, i6ti. He wn edacated ai Stiilton, ^ 
private iclioal in Oxfordtihire, remaTkibl* forprodacln|,at the 
■aioe time,! lord high ireasurtr (the etil of Oxford), a lard high 
diaoEallor (lord Kaicamt), alord chrcf jostics oF the common 
pleat (lord Treror), and ten membeii oFihe hnuse of comtDOns, 
whQ were alt cofltdnporarias as well aC ichoul m iD pw 
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■eemingllydiEa^cing;, were easily reconciled by one, 
Mrho kuew how wiib equal weight and address lo 
moderate and govern tbe niinds of men : one who 
could pmcrve the rights of the people, without in- 
friftging the prerogative of the crown ; and who tho- 
roughly understood bow well govfrnnient could con- 
sin wiih liberty. This double task being perfurmedj 
after seme respite, he bore the wtHghtofour ex- 
chequer as -chancelior, and thereby prercntcd (he far- 
ther plundering of the nation ; and »ho proiidcd for 
(be settling of a new trade to the South Seas ; and 
(by rescuing publick credit) so opportunely relieved 
the Jangui-sbing condition of the treagury, as lo de- 
serve tnaok* from the parliament, blessings from the 
citizens, and from Us (who never leparate outomq 
itatere^ls from the publick) no small approbation. 
Therefore we decree to the man that has so emi- 
nently destTVcd of us and of afl our subjects, those 
tkinours which were so long since due to him and 
bis family ; being iuduced thereto by our own good 
pkasnre, and the suflro'ge of all Great Britain : for 
we take it as an admonition, that he should not in 
Yain be presen'ed, wtiom the states of our realm 
have testified to be obnoxions lo the hatred of 
wicked men, upon account of his most failhfu! ser- 
vices to un, and whom they hai'e con gi^a filiated 
upoit his eicape from the rage of a flagitious parri- 
cide. We gladly indulge their wishes, that be,'- 
who comes Urns recommended to us by so honour- 
able a vote of both houses of parliament, should 
have his seat among the peers, to many of wbum 
his family has been long allied ; and that .he, who is 
hiulself learned, and a pafron of learning, should 
happily take his title froi.-. that ciiy, where letters so 
gloriously floarish. Now know yc, &c. 
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REMARKS UPON A PAMPHLET, 



iiEXAUiME utEao. 



PlIUT PtttlT^, IK APBVST 1?! li FOR Ji 



• Tlis cmnmiltee contiiteJ nt iha Jnkti oF, Divon^ 
Siinntnel, tod Biiltoni ih<t tvl nf \Vli'l>ui>j I'tU visi 
Tnwiislxiiil I lorJ SomEr!, lUiil [tml Hal fux- Gregg was 
atrtieOlJS'iley, Jan. |q. 1707-g, anU uinacoiiicU f<ir 
treatdni bucwjunut cxaouLCil.till April i3, 170I. H. 






*** " The EomiMr hat ttot dawn ihtt monTh, and wm very 
till; iba fir« or six lul papent bw lher< ii a phsmptet come 
fiDt, in aniwcr to ■ Idler lo the te^eD lotdi who examined Cire{t< 
Tbetoiwar ii by itM ndiMSar af (he Ex«ialn*r, -ti 1 btbeve, 
for it ii vary well writun." Jonrn*! to Sulla, Aof. 14, r7ii.— 
Btcd to uiii tidj, lo whan he DnallT wilt«t wiih unroened 
ConfidnMe, Dr. Swift had not yK aslUkawledied hiauell ta b« 
■he Hthor of the EximiD«r. 

A votome of tncu in the libnrjr of Iduk Rwd, »q. whidi 
lornMTljr bekmted to Chsilet Ford, cfq. the coRfideDtial fncnd 
of Swift, contain Hm fiiDawii« arMe*, Which Mr. Fnd man 
to be " (11 writ by Dr. Swift, DOW Detu of Si, Patikk't :" 

I CuDiluct of lb« AUiei, 4th •ditioo. 

a Renutkl on tbs Rurier Treaty. 

3 Lmer 10 the Lord Treaiurei. 

4 Adrica to tb* MeRiWt of tlia OcdAct Clnh. 

5 Pomf"» Joutoey to Para. 

i Lmm 10 the Seven Lordi of the Committee, ttc. 

SLctln Id aWhis Lord (Lord Athbarnbam). 
Importance of the Guardian, 
g Preface to the Bifliop of Sarnm'* Introdaciioa, tie. 
10 Abiliact of Cotlini. 

Only four of theabore tnetawtrapDMiibedioDr. Hawkei- 
worth'i eolloctiun. The other liz wn«, from intenul CTidenctt 
' flrttaddtdtottieDcaa*! WoriubyUw^tMiitEdiiar. N. 
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IJjOSE who have given theEosetves the trouble 
to write againit me, either in single papers or para- 
phlets, (arid they are pretty nnmerom) do all agree 
ID discovering a violent rage, and at the same time 
affecting an air of contempt toward their adversary ; 
which, in my humble opinion, -are not very cod- 
Biateat : and therefore it is plain, that their fury is 
real and hearty, their cpntempt raily personated. I 
have pretty well studied this matter, and would cau- 
tion writers of their standard, never to engage in that 
difficult attempt tii despising , which is a world to be 
done in cM blood, aiui only by a superiour genius, 
to one at some distance beneath him. I can truly 
affirm, I have had a very sincere contempt for many 
of those who have drawn their pens against me ; yet 
I rather chose the cheap way of discovering it by 
silence and neglect, than be at the paim of new' 
terms to expi'eia it: I have known a lady value her- 
self upon a haughty dis^nfbl look, which very few 
understood, and nobody alive reganted. Those com-- 
monplace terms of infamous scribbler, prostitute 
libcHer, and the like, throjra abread without, pro- 
priety or provocatiDn, do ill personate the true spirit 
of contempt, because they are sucb as the meanest 
writer, wbenever he pleases, may use toward the 
best. I remember indeed a parish fool, who, with a 
great deal of defonnity, earned the most disdainfal 
look I evej observed in any countenaDce ; and U was 
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tlie most promiiieDt part of his folly; but lie wa» 
tiiuroiighly ill campst, which tliec, wrilers are not ; 
tor xbtrv is oDulhcr ibiug I would observe, that my 
aiilagonists are most of thein so, ,in a literal seuse; 
bnvthu real vengeance, ahd extend tlieir threats to 
111)' ))ersi)it, if tbey kn<^w where to find it ; wherein 
ihcy are so far from despising, that I am scDsible 
thi'y do nie too much hnnonr. Tlie author of the 
" l.etferlo the Seven Lords," takes upoiihim the three 
cliaracters of a ilcspiser, a threat! iicr, and a railer> 
Riitt Kueceetls so well io the two last, that it has niade 
him misearry ill tJie first. It is no unwise proceeding, 
whidi the writers of that side have taken up, to 
scatter their menaces in even' paperthey pnblisb; it 
may perhaps look absurd, ridiculous, and impudent, 
iu people at inrtcy to assume such s style ; lut tiie 
design is right, Io endcavonr pcrsoadhig the world 
that it is they who are the injured party, that they 
are the soflerers, and have a nght to be angry. 

However, there is one point, wherein these gen- 
tlemen seem to stretch this wise expedient, a little 
farther than it will allow. I, who for several months 
undertook to examine into the late management of 
persons and things, was content sometimes to give 
only a few hints of certain matters, which 1 had 
charity enough to wish might be buried lor ever in 
oblivion, if the confidence of these people had not 
fortxd them from me. One instance whereof, among 
many, is the business of Gregg, the aubjactofa 
letter I am now considering. It this piece has been 
written by direction, as I should be apt to inspect) 
yet, I am contidcnt, they would not have us think 
80, because it is a sort of chaHcuge, to let the world 
into the whole secret of Gregg's iffiii. But I sup- 
pose they ore confident, it is what J am not master 
of, wherein it is odds but they may be mistaken; 
for I belicrtf the mcmoiials of that uansactioo ape 
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fc:lter jiKservfii, ihan they seem to be aware of, as 

peviuils may ouc iLi}' appJar. 

Tills \vtilcc Ls o&aniU^d, bccnu'^c I hive said so 
Biaiiy severe things widi ajipUcaii.m to pariiciilat 
persuii'i. lite Medley has betrn often in the same 
^fkrv 1 if they condemn it an a crime in general, I 
shall' not oiucli object ; at le.tst 1 will allow it sluuld 
tiedan^uUhtriilhanilcdtiliuu: but, by wkit argu- 
DieDC will tliey udilertake to piovc il)at it is pardon- 
able oil uDC Bide, nud not (111 llic other r Since the 
late chaiigp of ministry, 1 Imve oWrvcd many of 
tliiit party take up a new st>le, and till us, " That 
tiiis way of pFt^onal rcfleelion ought not to be 
endured} tbcy cwiM not <nppro\e <>t' it; it uns 
against cli;irity ;iod good manners." Whi:n tlie 
whigs were in power, they took riji.-'ijial care to keep' 
tlieir adversaries silent; tlieii all kind of falsehood 
aad scurrility was doing aouil service to the cause, 
aud delecting evil ptlticipTcs. Now, that the face 
«f tbings is changed, and we have liberty to retort 
upon tliem, they are £i>r calling down fite from 
Heaven upou us; tliougb, by a sort of indulgence 
wliich tlicy were strangers to, wc allow tiiein e<iual 
Bbcrty of thcpress with ourselves; aod they even now 
make greater use of it, against persons in the bigliesC 
power and credit, than we do against those who 
bave been discarded, for tbe most infamous abuse 
rfboth. 

Wlio encouraged and rewarded the Observator 
and Review, for inany yciirs together, in ciiarcing 
the whule body of tbe clei^ with tlie most odioiu 
crimes aiid opinions ; in declaring all \i'ho took oatha 
to the government, and called thcniselves tories, 
to be worse than papists and nonjurors ^ in exposing 
tbe universities, as seminaries of ihe most pernicious 
principles In church aiid state j in dulendin^ the re- ' 
bfUion, and the mnrdnnof king Charles T, whieh 

the}' asserted to bs altogether as justitiablc as the 
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bte revdntion ? Ii there a great man aow in power^ 
or in any credit inth the qaeen, whom those ^vorthf 
us<fertaker« have not treated, by name, in tbe most 
igncxninioui manner ? Even since this great change 
(riafTairs, with what ama^ng licentioosness has toe 
wntcroftbe Medley attacked evet; person of the 
present ministry, the speaker of the noase of com- 
mont, aoii (he whole senate ! He has tnmed into 
ridicule the results of the council andthe parliament; 
as well as tlie just and generous endeavonis of the 
latter, to pay the debts, and restore the credit of the 
nation, almost ruined by the corruption and ounage- 
iDmt of his own party. 

And are these die people who complain erf' per- 
sonal reflections ; who so confidently Invite the men 
in power (whom the^ have «o highly obliged) to 
punish or silence me for reflecting on their exploded 
heroes ? Is there no difference between men chosnt 
- by the prince, reverenced by the people for thdr 
virtue, and others rejected by both for the highest 
d^nerits } Shall the Medley and hia brothers fly out 
with impunity against those who presideat the helm! 
and am I to be torn in ptcces, becau&e I censure 
others, who, for endeavouring to split ^e vessel 
against a rock, are put under the hatches * 

I now proceed to the pamphlet which I intend t» 
consider. It is a letter written to seven great meii, | 
who 4ere appointed to exaniine Gregg in Newgate. 
The writer tells their lordtbips, that the Examiner . 
has charged them with endeavouring, by bnbel^ I 
and subornation of that criminal, to take SVZj Mf. 
Hark^'slife. If thWe be any ttidng amongtbepa- i 
pers I have writ, which may be applied to these per- 
sons, it would have become this author to have 
cleared them fully from the aocnsaljon^, and tbcohe 
might at leisure have fallen upon me as a liar tai 
misrepresenterj bnt of that be has not -ofTered a 
pliable : ihf weight of his charge lies hercj tb^ 
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■d^ «□ author at the Examiner, should presume, 
^ -certam mauendoes, to accuse anj great persons of 
mch a crime. My business, in those papers, wax to 
jeprcsent facta ; and I was as aparing as possible of 
xeBecting upon pBrticnlar persons : but the mischief 
w, tbat the reader^ have always tbund names to tally 
with those facts ; and I know no remedy for this. 
As for instance, iu the case here betore us. An un- 
der cleik in the secretary's office, o£ &{ty pounds a 
vear, is discovered to bold correspondence with 
France, and apprehended by his master's order, be- 
icve be could bare opportunity to make his escape 
t>7 the private warning of a certain person, a pro- 
fessed enemy to the secretary, The criminal is con- 
demned to die. It is found, upod his trial, that he 
nras a poor profligate fellow: the secretary, at that 
time, was undcf' the mortal hatred of a violent pre- 
vailing party, whodteaded him for his great abih ties, 
and his avowed design to break their destructive 
measures. 

It was very well known, that a secretary of state 
has little or no iatercour» with the lower clerks, 
bat with the under secretaries, who are the more im- 
mediate masters of thoseclerks, and aie, and ought 
to be, as thej then were, gentlenaert of worth: 
however, it would pass well enough in the world, 
that Gregg was employed in Mr. sacrctary Harley'a 
office, and was- conKqueatly one of his clerks, 
which would be ground enough to build upon it 
what Bu^eslions they pleased. Then for the cri- 
minal, be was needy and vicious.: he owed his death 
to the Kcrctary'i watchfitl pursuit of him, and would*" 
tixreforB probably tddioe to hearken to any offers 
that would save his life, gratify hit Kvenge, and 
make him easy in his fintniie : so that, if a work of 
darkness were to be done, it must be confessed, 
faere were prcfierniotivcs, and a: proper instruroent. 
fiiU ought we to suspect any persons (tf such a dia* 



132 HEMARKS ON A L-ETTfR 

txtiicn) pr.-ictice ? can allfaidi and honour and jn^liae 
be thus vioUiied by men? qiiostionii proper for* 
|iu1pit, or well becoming a philosophor : bof *h« 
ifitveKregntindi caitsa, and that perhaps in a littad 
aeuse ? Is this an age of the w(v-td to tbiiilc ctaon 
improbable because they are great ? Perlifljis it i«j 
bnc what sliaUwCKay to same of those circnmslanixs 
which 4t[eiided [Ills fact? who gave ^se Lotfai* im- 
port against Mr. Harlcy,' will any of his cnmna 
confess, in cold blood, that they did either bdiflvc, 
suspect. oriina^Hc, the secretary, and mteafiiis tra- 
der clerks, to be joiaed in correspo'>ding wiifa Fiaiwe* 
Some of them, I iliould thinlc, knew better wbat 
belonged to sndi a correspondence, aad bow itaa^lt 
to be managed. The nature of Gregg's crime wa* 
fuch, as to be best performed without any aocMD- 
plices at all; it wag, tobe a spy jierefor die Frencb, 
and to tell them ailbe knew; and it appears, by Iw 
letters, tti»t. he never luid itin ttispowrr tolet tbm 
into any thing of importance. The copy of the 
queen's letter to the emperor, which he sent to the 
foemy, aadiiasmadeeuchanoisc, wnt on4y to^ieure 
thut prluce Eugene might be emjdoyed to coramaod 
in S^ain; which, for sis weeks before, had bea 
mentioned in all the Gazettes of Europe. It vat 
evident, from the matter of his letters, thatnoraaa 
ofxonsequcDce coiM have any share in them, fbc 
whole att^ir.had been examined in the catnnel two 
months before, and there found nttd reported as on^ 
ajfecling the person of Gregg, who, to supply m 
vices and his wants, was tempted to engage in thtt 
corre»pondence ; it is thMtfore hard to conware. 
how (Irat examination should berenuued, aftersoch 
a disiaoce of time, witb any f^r or hoaioarable m* 
tentiou. Why were not Gregg's examinations jrab- 
Jished, which were signed by hid own band, sndhadl 
been taken in the cabinet two months befi^reifas 
coounittcc of tlie houte wa» appointed to rc-C 
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him ? yrhy was he pressed so close, to cry out with 
borrour, " Good God ! would you have me accuse 
Mr. Kiirley, when he U wholly innocent?" why 
vcie all the iinswer^ returned totlierjueriessenthim, 
kmneiJiately burned ? 1 caimoi, in my conscience, 
but thiitk that the party was bound in honour to pri»- 
cmis Gregg a pardon, which was openly prnmiied 
him, npon cordiiion of making an ingenuous roo- 
■teuion, uoltra tliey had some other notioni erf* what 
is ingenuous, tiian is commonly meoiM by that 
wcrd, A coufesiion may be oevicnbcleH iiigEniiduM, 
for not anawering the ho^a or designs of those wh« 
titkc it: but, though the word was publickly used, 
the definition of it was rwcrved to private inteipreta- 
tioD, and by a capricious -humour of fbrtune, a mnst 
flagitious, though repenting villain, wss hanged fof 
his virtue. It could not indeed consist with any kind 
of prudence then in fashion, to spare-his life; and 
thereby leave it in his power, at any time, to detect 
their praetieea, which he might afterward do at any 
time, with so much honour.to lumsctf. 

But I have the luck to be accuwd by this author 
in very good compnny; the two housrs of parlia- 
ment in general, and tlie speaker nf. the house of 
coiiiniDiis iu particular; whom he tases with false- 
hood and absurdity, as well as myself, thoueh in ■ 
more respectlul manner, and by a sort of irony. 
The wlide kingdom had given the same inler^ta- 
tion that I Uad done, to some certain passages in the 
atidress from both houies, upon the attempt of Guis- 
cardj friends and encroie* agreed in applying the 
word facliou. But the speaker is much clearer ; talk* 
.{as I hiive mentioned in another place) of some un- 
paralleled attempts, and uses other terms that come 
pretty lK>mr; to tlie pgint. As to what the parlia- 
ment aflirms, this author makes it first as absurd and 
iropraciic)il>1e ns he can ; and then pretends to yield, 
as pfcsscd by so great an authority ; and explaint 
^3 ....,,.. 
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thdrmeaDingintononBcnse, is order to brittg^ AcA 
off* flora redectiog cpon liis party. Htcnlbiifae 
-speaker, dm imter saja, he is bnt a single oanj 
.and, because liis speech wis ia words too direct to 
avoid*, ho ftdvixes faim to save hie honour and virtne, 
.by owning a ralecism in epeedi ; and ta write le« 
(Wrectly, radter than mean, maliokiualy^. Wbataa 
eiipedienc this advocate Ikas ftjund.torcmovntfaBloa' 
91 an accusatioa ! He antwen, " The cnatv is bc*- 
tiUc; that peat men odght not to be thus iitw- 
Jontjy charged." i reply, " That the parliaractt 
uid speaker appear, in tauny poiats; to be of ite 
aame opiaioD."— He lejoins, "That he is ywiau r A 
hj too great an authority; that petbapg those wise 
.BssembUcH, and that iiouonrable gentlranan ^wte 
besides is btit a lingle nun) may probably speak 
ponsenie; they must either deliver a soledaot, w 
be caaliciouB ; ' BDd, in good manoers, he radwr 
thinks it may. be the former." 

The writer of the letter, having thos d'tspok^wd 
the Examiner, falls next upon a pa^r called ScetA 
TraniacdocB, tec. written, as he teHs ns, by «k 
'Francis Hotfinan, and the ordinary of Newgirtc^ 
persons whnn I baye Dot the honour to be kno^(4 
-to, (whatever my betters may be) nor have yet -sea 
their prodcictioDs: but, liy what is dted from tbem 
iathelcttn, it. should soem, iliey have made sook 
untoward observations; howevet) the same answer 
stUl serves: not a w<^ to control what they ssy'j 
only they ace a couple of darii%, insolent wrctcto, 
to reflect upon the greatest and bcstmentn Eti^aiidt 
snd there is an tnd. t have no sort of regard for 
diat same Hofinan, to whose character 1 acn a per- 
fect aUHnger; bat mcthinks the ordinary f^ New- 
gate should be treated with more respect, consider- 
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lug vibat company he ha* ketrt, and ivliat vtsitors ho 
-■aay have had. Howevrr, I ahull not enter into a 
point of contrDversj, whether the lards were ac- 
qdlrinted with Ite ordinair, or the ordinary with the 
■iords, since this author leavei it undecided. Only 
'one thing I take » be a little hard. It is now con- 
;f>»fted' on all hands, that Mr. Karley whs most un- 
jnstly mupected of joining with an under clerk, in 
^M}tTespeiiding with France: the suspicion being in 
irself tinreasanablBj and without the least probable 
^oondi, wise nten began to consider what violent 
vneinies that gentleman had ; they found the report 
most indugtriously spread ; the wiiigs in common 
dtseoDr»e, diicovering their wishes, that he might 
be found guilty : tn« management of the' whole 
itffkil' was put into the hands of such ag, it is sup- 
posed> would at least not be sorry to And more than 
thwf ekpecCed. The criminal's' dying speech ia un- 
fcrtunately published, wherein be thanks God he was 
Aet tempted to save his life by' felsely accusing bn 
Kaster; with anon to the same purpose: from alt 
this put together, it wa» no *ery unnatural conjecture, 
tiiat tliere might have been some tampering. No#, 
I aay, it is a little hard, that Mr. Harle/s- fi'iends 
nmst not be idlowcd to have tbdr auspicioni, as well 
M hia enenma : and this author, if he intended to 
deal feiiiy, should have spent one paragraph in rail- 
mg at thote who had the impudence ^od rillmy to 
suspect Mr. Harley, and then proceeded in dne me^ 
tbod to defend his committee of examiners: bat that 
cjeatlemaii being, as this author says of the speaker, 
but a single man, I suppose his reputation and lift 
were esteemed but of little consequence, 
- There it one state of the case in this tetter, which 
I cannot wdl wnit, because the author, I suppose, 
conceiTes k to be extremely cmining and malicious ; 
that it cut! to the quick, and is wonderfully severe 
ypaa- I4r- Harleyj without expoging the writer t* 
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any i^ai^cr. I uf this to gratify him, to let iam 
know I uke bis meaoiDg, and discover fail inriina 
uoiig. Hit parallel cue is Ibis : " Supponng GnU- 
card bad been inlimale wilhuMne great <dicer c£ 
state, and bad been suspected to coipmunicate bk 
luoit aecret affairs with ibat {sinister; then he 
asks, ' Whetbtr it would bave been suboniatitxt, 
.or seekiog the life and blood of that oiitcer, ia 
Ibeie great lords of tbc coundl, if tbey bad iiar- 
rou-ly cKanuned this affair, inquired with all ex- 
actn(.s9 what he knew of this great officer, ivbat 
mxrttH be had imparted to him, and whether be 
were privy U> bis corresponding; ' &c. in ibis 
parullel, Gul^cai'd's case is suppmed to be the sunt 
«-iih Gregg's: and ibat of the great officer, wiA 
I^Ir. Harky's. So that here he lays down as a thing 
granted, that Gregg was intimate with Mr.'Haiky, 
juid suspected to coitununtcau: his mosX secret a£^t 
ti) him, Haw did over any rational man suspu:^ 
tliat Mr, Harlcy, £rst principal secretary of stale, 
was intiiuate with an under derlt, or upon the foA 
of having mo&t secret affairs cnannunicated to faiia 
fi'om such a counsdlur, from one in eo'infejiour a 
stati(Hi> wlutm perhaps he haidly knew by sight? 
why vai tbat repoit raised, but for the usts whidi 
.were afterwards made of it? or, why sliould we 
wonder tbat they, who were »o wicked as to l>e an- 
tlioi'g <rf', it, would be scrupulous in applying itW 
site- only purpose fur \v4iich it could be raised ? 

Having tlms considered the oiaia design of tbii 
letter, I hball make a few remarks upon«uine pac- 
UcuLir passages in it. 

First, Though it be of no consequence to thtf 
dispute, I cannot but observe a most evident felsc- 
bood, which be repeats three or four times in bis 
letter, tbat I make the world believe I am set on 
work by great people. I remember myself to hare 
jteveial limci amnacd the direct contrary, ai^d so 1 da 
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9tiB ; and it' I dtirst tell him rny name, wluch ho. is 
so dMirous to know, be would be convinced that I 
jttn of a temper lo tbinh no man great enough to set 
.me on work ; nay, I am content lo own all the *ci]r- 
rilotu titles he gives me, if he be able to find one 
ionaendo through itil those papera that can any way 
^Tourthis calumny: the malice of which is not 
iotended against me. bbt the present mlnistiy; to 
make the world believe, that what I have published 
is the utmost effort (rf all they can say or think 
against the last : whereas it is nothing more than the 
common obserTarions of a private man, deducing 
cooBisquences and effects from rcry natural and visi- 
Ue causes. 

He tells ws, with great propriety of speech, that 
the seres lords and tncir friends, are treated as sub- 
▼ertersbf the constitution, am! sui'h as have been 
long endeavouring lo destroy both church and states 
This puts me in niiiid of one, who first murdered t 
man, aiTd afterward endeavoured to kiU him ; and 
therefore I here solemnly deny them to have been 
»nbrei'ters of the constitution ; but that some people 
did their best endeavours, I confidently believc- 

He tells me particularly, that I acquit Guiacard, 
by a blunder, ei a design against Mr. Barley's life, 

1 declare be injiires me ; for I look upon Guiscard 
lo be ftril as guilty of the design, as even tboaewere 
who tampered witli the business of Gregg; and both 
(to avoid all cavilling) as guiity as ever any mati was 
that suffered death by law. 

He ealts the stabbing of Mr- Harfcy, a sore blow } 
bot I suppose he means his recovery : that indeed was 
a sore blow to the mterests of his p^irly ! but 1 take 
the business of Gregg to haYe beet* a much sorer 
Uow to their reputation. 

This writer wonders how I should know their 
lordships' hearts, because he hardly liuows his own. 

2 do BOt wdi see the consequence of this ; perhaps 



898 KEMAKKS OK A UTTEl- 

lie never examinei into ki* own. bea^ perbapt it 
keeps DO corrc^ranikDce witb his tongue or ^ pea: 
I hope, iit least, it is a stranger tg Uiose fou) tcmi 
lie naa strewed thruugliaut b.13 letter j otherwise I 
^r I know it too well : forout ot'theabuod^ocecf 
the heirt, the mouth spenketh. ^ut, however; «»• 
tions lire pretty gooddiscorerenof thebear^ (boa^ 
^vords are Dotj and whoever has once endeawMved 
to take away my life, if lie has still the ume, oc n- 
tber rauclf greater cause, whethi^ it be a just ome 9 
not, and has never shown the least d^ o£ remone; 
i may venture, without being a coojurer, to know 
■ ^u iiiiich of bis heart, as to believe be would rcgnat 
his atienipt, if it were in his power. I aw4 Qoeijf 
quote some following lines in the same page, wi^di 
are of. an extraordinary kind, and seem i» dcMnbs 
l3ie blessed age we should live in, under the lobfiv 
of the late administration. " It is voy w^," s^ 
he, '' that people's beads are to stand on tbeir<f^aul- 
dcrs .as Ipng as the laws ^-ill iet tfaa^ -, if k de- 
pended HpOD any thing besides, it taaj be ym 
lordships seven heads might be as sofia.cut off, jv 
that one gentleman's, were you in power." TbV 
be concludes the {laragraph witb this cbariciifaie 

Eayer, ia the true niuderaiion 6tyle, and ia Italick 
Iter : " May the hcai] that has doue the kiNgdei^ 
the greyest mischief, fall first, let it be ^iiamt it 
Willi" The plain meauiog of which is this 1 If & 
Jate ministry were m power, they would act juat tm 
tbe present ministry woidd if there wa« no bw. 
tvhich perhaps may be true :, but I koon- aot any 
tninistry upon eardi Uut I durst confide itt, withoot 
law i. uid if, at their coming in again, they desigx 
tti make their power the lakf , they iiiay as. eanty a$. 
oS seven heads as one- As for tbe liead that hfit 
dune the greatest mischief to llie kisgdom, I ^a- 
ttot consent it should fall, lil| he and 1 have sitHtied 
themejuing of the worU.xu^scbiei.. .MfiitjjeE ^t 
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fBDclt appTOTC this renewing an old fashion of whip* 
ging off heads \>y a ptayer; it bt^nn from what 
tome of us think an Ul precedent. Then that nn- 
liouted clansc, let it be whose it will, perplexes me 
not a little : I. wish in compliance with an old form. 
Ik had excepted my lord mayor : otherwise, if it. 
v^ere to be deteimined by their vote, whose head it 
was that had dcme the greatest mischief; which way 
CXB ' 'we (ell how far thor predecessors priacipleft 
txtxy ISatc influenced them ?' Gcd preserve the queen 
and ber ministers &om such undistingnishing dla- 
posert of beads! 

His remarks upon what the ordinary told Hoff- 
n^n, are lingular enough. The ordinary's words are, 
** Tlkat so. many cndeavorrs were used to corrupt 
Gregg's conscience, Sec, that he felt as much un- 
easiness lest Gregg should betray his master, as if 
h bad bepn his own case." The author .of the 
letter says to this, " That, for aught the ordinary 
knew, fae might confess what was exactly tnie «u 
iris master : aiki that therefore an indHFerent person 
ought as well be uneasy, for fear Gregg should 
discoTer something of bis inaster, that would touch 
Iiis lifei and * yet might have been true." But, if 
these were really the ordinary's thoughts at that 
time, they were honest and reasonable. He kneW 
it was highly improbable ihat a person of Mr. Hur- 
ley's character and station, should make use of sucfi 
a confederate, in treason : if he had suspected his 
loyalty, he could not have suspected his understand- 
ing. And knowing how much Mr. Harley was 
feared 'and hated by the men in power, and ob- 
serving that resort to Gregg at unseasonable hours, 
and that strange promises were often made him hf 
men of note ; all this put tt^ether, might naturally 
iuctine the ordinary to think, the design could be 

* It ouglit to be— < wtitt yft mifibt htn bean tras.' i S> 
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nothing die, but that Mr. Hartey ihould be accused 

in tpiie ut' Lis iuooccikcc, 

I'his charge of subornation is, it seem^. so extra- 
ordinary 3 crime, that tlie author challenges all the 
books in ihi: new lord's library (because be hears it 
IS ihe largest) lo fiirnish us with an instance like it. 
What it' ihii charge should be true ? Then 1, in aiy 
turn, wuuld challenge all the books in another lord's 
library, which is ten times laigcr (though .pethajx 
not so ofteD disturbed) to furnish us with an instance 
like this. If it be io monstrous a thing to accuse 
others of subornation, what epithet is left to bestow 
upon those who were really guilty of the crime itself ? 
1 think it beyond controversy, that suboroatitMi was 
practised in the business of Gregg. This maijifesdy 
appears from those few facts I liave mentioned : let 
the whigs agree among iheia where to fix it. Nay, 
it is pl^, by the great endeavours made to stifle 
,his last speech, that they would have suborned the 
poor man even after lie was deadi and is this, a 
matter now to be calle4 in question, much less to be 
denied? 

He compares the examination of Guiscard with 
thatof Gr^gj talks of several great persons who 
examined the former in prison, and promised him 
the queeo'g pardon, .if he would make a full disco- 
very. Then the author puts the case, "How wicked 
it vonld be to charge these honourable counsellor! 
with suborning Guiscard by promises of life, &c. 
to accuse the innocent, and betray his friends !" 
Does it any where appear, that thots noble persons 
who examined Guiscard, put leading questions to 
bim, or pointed out where they would have bim fix 
an accusation i did they name some mortal enemy 
of their own, and then drop words of pardon and re- 
ward, if iie would accuse him ? did Guiscard leave 
any paper behind him, to justify the innocence of 
•oaie great person wliom he was tempted to accuse t 
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V«t perh;ips I could think of certain people, wh* 
were nmcli more lltely to act in concert with 
liuiscarrf, than c^-er Mr. Harley was to be coiiledc- 
rate wiih Gregg, J can imagine several who wished 
the penknife in Mr. HarJeys heart, thoogli Gaiscaid 
iilonc was desperate enouen to attempt it. Who were 
tliQse, that by their discourses, as well as counte- 
iiant-ps, diseovered their joy when the blow was 
strHck } wjio were those, that -w^nt out, Or stood 
silent, vtUea the address and congratulation were 
voted ) and who weie (]iose that ralined so far, ai 
Id make Mr. Harley confederate with las o^^■n 

There is olle potut, which this author affirms more 
than once or twice in a transient way, as it' he would 
Lave «s*iippose it a thing granted; but isof snch a 
weight, tliut it wants iiotiiing but truth to mirite the 
late change of ministry a very useless and dangerous 
procewfiiig : for, so it must be atluwed, if, as he 
affirms, " Affairs are siill under the like manage- 
ment, and must be so, because there is no better j 
tliaC this Set of men must take the same courses in 
their ministration, with iheir predecesaors, ot ten 
times worse j that the new servants go on in the old 
nietliods, and give the same counsel and advice, on 
the like occasions, with the old oiiCB :'" with more 
to the same purpose. A man may affirm, without 
being of the cabinet, that every syUable of this is 
absolutely fulse j unless he means that money is st'tU 
raised by parliament, ahd borrowed upon new funds; 
that' the <iUke of Marlborough still commands the 
army ; that we have a treasurer, keeper, president, 
and secretaries, as wc had before ; and that because 
cjie touncil meets much about the same times and 
places as formerly, therefore they give the same 
advice,, and pursue the same measures. What does 
he think ot finding fuiids to pay the old unpro- 
vi(ied-tbr debt of the navy, and erecting a' coA- 
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psny for the South Sea trade? what does lie think 
of Mr. Hill's expedition, to preserve our tiade in 
the West Indies ? what, of the methods taken to 
make our allies pa^ iheii quotas to the war, which 
was a thing so scaudalously either neglected, con* 
nived at, or encouraged I what, of the caie to re- 
trench ihe eiorbitant expenses of the Spanish wai ' 
what, of those many abuses and coiTuptlons ai 
home, which have been so narrowly inquired into, 
aad in a good part redressed ? Evils, so deeply ra- 
dicated, must require some time to remedy them, 
and cannot be all set right in a few months. Be- 
udes, there are some circumstances known by the 
names of honour, probity, good sense, great capa- 
city for business; as likewise, certain principles oi 
religion and loyalty, the want, or possesiJon of all 
which, will make a mighty ditference even in the 
pursuit of the same measures. There is also one 
characteristick, which mil. ever distinguish the late 
ministry from the present; That the fonuer, sacrific- 
ing all other regards, to the increase of thwr wealth 
and power, found those were no *' otherwise to be 
preserved, but by continuance of the war ; whereas 
the interests, as well as inclinations of the present, 
,dispose them to make use of the first opportunities, 
for a safe and honourable peace. 

The writer goes on upon another parallel case, 
which is the modem way of reflecting upon a prince 
and mh)istry. He tells us, " That the queen was 
brought to 'discard her old officers, through the 
multitude of complaints, secret teasings, and im- 
portunate clamours, of a rout of people, led by 
their priests, and spirited undcihand by crafty 
t!inlsaanes." Would not any one who reads thia, 
imagine, that the whole labble, with the clei^^r at 

* Thit i* iwcrviueaiioil. Ab, ic hin an sJJBCtlm, m>i cao- 
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tlieir head, were whispering in the queen'i ear, or 
Cfime in disguise to desire a word with her majesty, 
likethearmy of the two kings of Brentford ? Tho 
unbiasse/l majority of the nobility and gentry of the 
kingdom, arc called, by this son of obscurity, a 
rout of people, and ihc clergy their leaders. "We 
Have often accused that party for their evil talent of 
rail ing_ perpetually against the clergy, which tbey ■ 
discovered at first without any visible reason or 
provocation, as conscious of the designs they had 
in view, and therefore wisely began by vilifying 
those whom tbey intended to destn^, I have 
observed formerly, that the party malice against the 
clergy has been so blind' and furioUs, as to charge 
them with crimes wholly inconsistent. I find tliey 
-are still in the same disposition, and that tliis writer 
has recuved direction from his superiours, to pursue 
the old style upon that alticle. Accordingly, in the' 
paragraph I am now upon, he represents that re- 
verend body as leaders, cullies, and tools. First, he 
says, " Tliat rout of secret teasers (meaning the 
nobility and g^try of the kingdom) were led by 
the priests." Then he assures us, " That the queen 
Wilt, in a year or two, b^in to consider, 'who it 
was that cheated those poor priests." And in 
case her majesty iihould have a mind to bring in tlie 
old ministry again, he comforts his party, " T^at 
the priests are seldom wanting, to become tlie tools 
of cunning managers," 1 desire to know in what 
sense he would have ns to mnderstand, tliat these 
poor priests have been cheated. Are they cheated 
by a ftind establtsh'ed for building fifty churches ? 
or by the queen's letter empowering them to pro- 
ceed on the business proper for a convocation ? 
what one single advantage could they possibly lose 
by this change ? They are still indeed abused every- 
day in print, but it is by those who are without the 
power to hurt them j the serpcHt has lost his stini;. 
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i« trodden under foot, and its bissing is contemned- 
But he confidently atfirais, " That, wben it shall 
be thought fit to restore the old ministry, the 
priestn will not be w^aiitiujj, to become the tools 
of their cunning "managers." Tliis I cannot by 
any means allow, unless they hnve some htddea 
leserve of runiiing, which has never yet li«eii 
produced. The cuuningest manasers I ever knew 
among them, are, of all others, most detested by 
the clergy: neither do I remember they ha\e 
been ever able to make any of them tools, except 
by making them bisiuips; even those few they were 
able to seduce, would not be their tools at a lower 
rate. 

But, because this author, and others of hi* stand- 
ard, affect to mjke use of that word tool, wheu 
they have mind to be shrewd and satitical ; I 
deiiire once for all to set them right. A tooF and 
an instrument, in the metaphorical sense, dilTer thus: 
the fonner, is an engine iu the bands of knavesj the 
latter, in those of wise and Iipnest men. Tlie 
greatest ministers are instruments in the bands of 
princes, and so arc prince* themselves in the hands 
of God; and'in this sense, the cler^gy are ready to 
be instruments of any good to the prince or peo- 
ple. Bui that the cleigy of Enghtud, since the re- 
formation, have at any time been the tools of a party, 
is a calumny which history and constant experience 
will imraediafely confute. Schismatick and fanalick 
preachers have inde& been perpetually emplojed 
that way, v ith good success ; by the faction againsi 
king Charles I, to murder their prince, and ruin the 
monarchy ; by king James II, to bring in popery : 
and ever since the revolution, to advance tlie un- 
measurable appetite of power and wealth, amon^ a 
ict of profligate upstarts. But in all these three 
instances, the established clergy (except a very few, 
like tares among wheat, and those generally sowa 
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hv the enemy) were so far from being tools, that in 
llie first, tliey were persecuted, irnprisgiied and de- 
prived i and 111 the two others, they were great in- 
struments, under God, for preserving our religion 
acid liberty. 

In the same paragraph, which contains a project 
for turning out the present ministry, and restoring 
the last ; he owns, tliut the i]ueen is now served 
with more obsequious words, more bumble adora- 
tions, and a more seeming tcsignation to her will 
and pleasure, than she was before. And indeed, 
if this be not true, her majesty has the worst luck 
of any prince in Christendom. The reverse of these 
phrases i tjke to be rude espressions, insolent be- 
haviour, and a real opposition lo her majesty's mo-it • 
just and reasonable commands, which are the mildest 
terms that the demeanour of some late persons to- 
ward their prince, can deserve, in return of the 
highest favours that subjects ever received, whereof 
a hundred particulars might be produced. So that, 
according to our author's way of reasoning, I will 
put a parallel case in my turn. I have a servant 
to whom I am exceedingly kind; I reward him in- 
finitely above his merit : beside which, he and his 
family snap every thing fli^v can lay their hands on f 
they will let none come near me, but themselves and 
dependants ; they misrepresent my best fricndii, as 
my greatest enemies ; besides, tjiey are so saucy and 
malapertj there is no 'speaking to them j so far from 
any respect, that they treat me as an inferiour. At 
last 1. pluck up spirit, turn them all out of doors, 
and take in new ones; who art content with what , 
I allow (hem, though I have less to spare than- tbr- 
merly ; gire me their best advice when I ask it, 
are constantly in the way, do what I bid them, make 
a bow when they conjc in and go out, and always 
give me a respectful answer. I suppose the writer 
of the letter would tell me, iIm i py present Uome ' 
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tiets ^n indeed a little more civil, but the formef 

were better servants. 

There are two things wherewith tfljs author is 
peculiarly augir : first, at the ILcentbus way of the 
scum a( mankind treating the greatest peers ii\tbc 
nation : secondly, that these hedge-writers (a phrase 
I unwillingly lend him, because it cost me sonw 
pains to invent) seldom, speak a word against any 
of the laie ministry, but they presently fall to com- 
pliment my lord treasurer, and others in great places. 
On the first, he brings but one instance : but I 
could produce a good many hundred. What docs 
_he tliink of the Observaior, the' Review, and the 
Medley? in his own impartial judgment, may not 
they as fairly bid for being the scuai of mankind, as 
the Examiner f and have they not treated at leaat 
as many, and almost as great peers, in as hilamtMW 
a manner ? I grant indeed, that through the great 
defect of truth, genius, learning, and common sense, 
among the libellers of tliat party, they being of no 
entertainment to the world, after serving die present 
turn, were immediately forgotten. But this we can 
remember -in gross, (hat there was not a great uiau 
in England, distinguished fur his love to the mo- 
narchy or the church, who, under the appella- 
tions of tory, Jacobite, high-flier, and other caat 
words, was not represented as a publick enemy< 
and loaden by name with nSl manner of obloquy. 
Nay, have they not even disturbed the ashes, and 
endeavoured to blast the memories of the dead, and 
chiefly of those who lost their lives in the service oi' 
the monarchy and the church ? His other quarrel is 
at our flattering my loi'd treasurer, and other great 
persona in power. To which I shall only say, for 
every line written in praise of the present ministry, I 
, will engage to furnish the author with three page* 
of the most fulsome panegy ricks on the least deserv- 
ing members of- the hist ; which is somewhat mon 
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than hy the propprtioo c^ time, while they yxxt in 
power, could full to their share. ' Indeed, I am apt 
to think, that the men of wit at least, will be more 
sparing in their incenie of this kind for the future, 
aud say no more of any gr<at man, now at the helm, 
than they bdicpe he deeerfes. Pocnu, dedications, 
and other publick encomiums, might be of use to 
those who were obliged to keep up an unnaturd 
spirit in the nation, by supplying it with art ; and 
consequently 'the authors deserved, and sometimes 
met, encouragement and reward. But those great 
patriots now at the head of affairs, are sufficiently 
supported by the uncompeUed favour of the queen, 
ana the oatural disposition of the people. We caa 
do them no service by our applauses, and therefore 
expect no payment: so that I look upon this kind 
of stock to have fallen at least ninety per cent since . 
the great changes at court. 

He puts a few questions, which I am in some 
pain to answer. "'Cannot," says he, " the suc- 
cessfH-s bft excellent men, unless the predecessors btv 
villains? cannot the queen change her minj.'iters, 
but they must presently be such as neither God nor 
man can endure ? do noblemen &]) from all 
honour, virtue, aud religion, becauae they are sp 
nnhappy at to fall from their prince's favMir f" 1 
desire to say lomethiQg, in the first placc> m >hii 
last question ; which 1 answo- in the , negativ<(. 
However, he will own, that " men sbouW fall 
froiDi tbeii prince's favour, when they are so uq- 
happy as to fall from all honour, virme, and ro- 
lipoa;" thou^ I must confess my belief at the 
^me time, that some certain persons have lately 
failea from tavour, who could not, for a very ma- 
nifest rcsson, be said, properly speaking, to fall 
from any of the other Area. To his other questions 
1 can only say, that the constant language of <te 
whig pampbleteere has been, thi^ t^'^vemon^ 
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past, to tell us, how '(lahgerotif a stqi It was to 
chnage the miniitry at so nice a juncture ; to shake 
our credit, disoblige our allies, and encowage tlie 
French. Uten this author tells us, that those dis- 
carded politieians were the greatest ministers we 
«ver had : h'n brethren have said the same thing a 
hundred ttmea. On the other side, tlic queen, 
ti|>on long deliberation, was resolved to part with 
tneni i the universal voice of the peojHe was against 
them : her majesty is the most mild and gndous 
prince that ever rdgned : we have been constantly 
victorious, and are mined; the enemy flourishes 
•tindW his pcrpetnal losses. If these be the con- 
«(jnencesof an able, iailhflil, diligent, qnd dutiful 
administration ; of that astonisAijig success, he says, 
Providence has crowned us with ; what can belhose 
of one directly contrary ! But, not to enter into a 
wide field at present, 1 faithfully promise the au- 
thor of the letter, bis correspondents, his patrons, 
and his brethren, that this mystery of iniquity shall 
be very shortly laid open to tlie view of the world : 
when the most ignorant and prejudiced reader wilt, 
I hope, be convinced, by facts not to be controlled, 
how miscraWy this poor kingdom had been deluded 
to the very brink of^destruction. 

He would hava it, that the people of England 
have lost their senses ; are bewitched and cheated, 
mad and without understanding: but that all this 
will go off by degrees, and then his great mea will 
recover their esteem and credit. I did, in one of my 
papers, overihrow thk idle aftected opinion, wltich 
has been a thousand times urged by those who roost 
wished, and least believed it: I there showed the 
difference bet*een a short madness of the people 
and their natural bent or genius. I remember, when 
king James II, went from England, he left a paper 
belnnd him, with expressions much ^o tht same 
■purposcj ''iio[4Bg, gmoDg otbd things, that- God 
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would open the eyes of the natioD. Too much Kal 
for ills i^igion brought ua tlien in danger of, popery 
and arbitrary power; too much infidelity, avarice, 
and atnbition, brought us lately into equal danger ot" 
atheism and anarchy. The people have not yet 
opened their eyes, to see any advantage in tlie two 
former ; nor, 1 hope, willever find their senses enough 
to discover the blessingn of the two latter. Cannot 
I see things in another light than tltis author and 
his pirty do, without being blind ? is my under- 
standing lost vhen it dilFcrs front theirs ? am I 
cheated, bewitched, and out of my aenses, because 
I think those to have been betrayers of our country, 
whom they call patriots ? 

He hopes his seven correspondents will never want' 
their places; but is in pain for the poor kingdom, 
lest their places should want them. Now Ihaveex- 
smined this matter, and am not at all discouraged.- 
Two of them * hold their places still, and are likely 
to continue in diem ; two more were governors of 
islands t : f believe the author does not imagine those 
ta be among the places which will want men to fill 
them. God be thanked, a man may command die 
leefeati^s J without being a soldier; I will .at an/ 
time undertake to do it myself. Then it would be a. 
little hard, if the queen should be at a loss for a 
slewardf^ to her family. So that, upon the whole, 
I see but one great employment which is in any 
danger of wanting a sufficient person to eiecute it. 
We must .do as well as we can: yet I have been 
told, tliat tbe bare business of presidiaa in council 1| 

* The duke of SnmqrEet, msMer of the hone, Md Ibe •»! 
of Ualifsx, auJiior of ihe receipt of Ihe Escbequer. N, 

f The earl of Whanon, lonl lieoienint of IreUud, and Iha 
lluka (if Bolien, lovetitor of Lhe Itla of Wight. N. 

X ChirlnloTil Tbcaunt Townshend, ca^iain of (tw jremnea 
of lbs guird. 

^*enilish dofce of __ 

e Jounial to 9:cUa, Jan. 14, 
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^oes not require such very transcendent abilities } 
and I am mistaken, if, till within these late ycarst 
we have not been some ages without that ofHce, 
So that 1 hope things may go well enough, pT6- 
l^dcd the keeper, treasurer, and both the secretaries, 
vill do their duties ; and it is happy for the nation, 
that none of their seven lordships left any of those 
places to want them. 

The -writer of the letter concludes it with ",an 
appeal to all the princes and states of Europe, 
fnends and enemies, bv name, to give thdr judg- 
ment, whether they ttiink the late ministry were 
wanting in faithfulness, abilities, or diligence, to 
serve their prince and country ?" Now, if he 
speaks by order of his party, I am humbly of q>!- 
Oipn, they have incurred a preemunire, for appealing 
to a foreign jurisdiction ; and her majesty may seize 
their goods and chattels whenever she plftiscs. In 
the mean time, I will not accept his appeal, whicii 
has been rejected by the queen and both honses of 
pariiament. But, let a fair jury \x: empanoelled in 
anycounly of England, and I will be determined by 
their verdict. First, he names the king of France 
nnd all his counsellors, with (he pretender and all his 
iavourers and abettors, These I except against: I 
know they will readily judge the late ministry to be 
faithful, able, and diligent, in serving their prince 
and country. TTie counsels of some people have, in 
. their way, served very much to promote'the service 
of the pretender, aud to enable the French king to 
assist him ) and is not he, in that monarch's opiuioo 
as well as his own, their lawful prince? I except 
BgRuiBt the emperor and the states ; because it can 
be proved upon them, that the plaintiffs aud they 
have an urtderstanding together. I except against 

fny prince who makes imreasouaUe demands, and 
lireaiens to recall his troops if they be not complied 
with; because' th^ have bcca forced of late to 
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change their language, and may perhaps be shonly 
obliged to observe their articles more strictly. I 
should be Sony, for the appealers sakes, U> h;ive their 
case referred to the kings of Sweden and Denmark, 
-vtrho infaUibty would decree them to be all hiin^ed 
up for their insolence to their sovereign. But, above 
all, the king of Spain would certainly be against 
them, when he considers with how scandalntis a 
neglect bia interests have been managed ; ami that 
the full poseession of his kingdom was made a sacri- 
fice to those, whose private or party interest swayed 
them to the contiauancc of the war. The auiior 
had reason to omit the grand seignior and czar in the 
list of his judges : The decrees of those princes are. 
too sdddcd and sanguinary; and their lessons to 
iristruct subjects in behaviour to their princrs, by 
strangling (hem with a bowstring, or flinging them 
to be devoured alive by hogg, were enough to dctw 
tt)em from submittiDg to thdr jurUdictioQ, 
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•< I hiT* )lHt thlnV>> 4f iffiH^*^ !>*' iht rown. I have tdd 
TCB, (hit il ii nowinown^hit Mr. frior hii bcai laielf tb 
rrtDCa. I will nuks ■ pciaiw o( ny own tit bf mc one dari 
and I will ilicwe lo bia i-fenMlralMMwaf ^or"* journey, 
wUh tevctal pirticnlan, all pan inToUion j uid I dmibt utt 
bot ii will Uke." tcuroil to SielU, Ai%. 31, '7ir. 

" Tbii ftornhiythepriiiwr uatiM t rf mtii m t-^i'nar'tioar' 
Bejr ( it makes a tnojMnny pamf Met t I lupposa yoa will na i[, 
fcr idaranritwillnin. It ii ■ fbrmil |r»Ti lie, f ram Ibe biciii. 
BiDg toUuend. I wn>te all but the lut pip; that I dioaled, 
and tha piinter wrote. Mr, SccreUrr luit to me, to diet 
wberelwdid: it waiatPiior'*. Wliei) I amela, Piiorihowca 
BM the pitDphUt, acemtd to be xifry, acid laid ' Here ii ovr 
Eogliih Libcrtj.!' I read (ome o( it; taid, ' I liked it migbtilT, 
MklenTied therosDBlhsihauthtl fijr, had itcoms into mf head, 
Z •hould have cenainly done it ipyidf. Prior owned hit tiavinf 
been in.Frwcsi -for it waa pan iaajiti^ It aeenn be wai di>- 
covered ty ^'rascal at Dovei, wbo bad pbiiCvb orden to lei 
Ihid piu,"— Ibid. Stpr. 1 1. 

" The pnom UM IM ive Mid TMerdey 1 ilion*id oF Ptior^ 

JDumey, and had primed five hundred more. It niil do lianlft 
believe, and i> a pure bi«." — Ibid. Sept. 11. 
•I Priori JMiuej utk stiHj Itaij *■«• «aU two thomaod, 
akhoogh the lown is empt;."— Ibid. Sept. t^ 

" There came out inme tima ago an acsoont of Mr. Frior't 
jonmey jd Franca, pretended la bt » tfaartalinn 1 itUapuraio' 
Wntinn Yrrim the begliin'lns lolhe end. 1 will IM joui Grace 
Into tha secret of it. Tha clamours of a pany agaiDit any pace 
without Spain, and railing at the Ministry aa if they designed (o 
rnia us, occasioned that produciion, out of Indignity and cm- . 
tompl, by way of fiii-nishingfuol) with something to talk of; | 
«iM ti bei liad t vet; pw efkcW" IMKt to Mg. Kiag, 
•a. la «7l'- I 
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The original of the following discourse was trans^ 
mitted to me three days ago from the Hague, to 
which town it was sent from Prance; but in the 
litlepage there was no mention of the place where it 
was printed, only the author's name at length, and 
the year of our Lord. That the tract is genuine, I 
brieve no person will doubt. You see all along the 
vanity of that nation, in a mean man giving himself 
the airs of a secretary, when it appears, by several 
circuniBtances, that be was received only as a menial 
cervant. It were to be wished, the author had been 
one of more importance, and farther trusted in the 
secrets of his master's negotiation ; but, to make 
amends, he informs us of several particulars, which 
one of more consequence would not have given him- 
self the trouble about : and these particulars aresuch, • 
as we at home will perhaps be curious to know ; not 
to mention that he gives us much light into some 
things that are of great moment ; and by his not 
pretending to know more, we cannot doubt the trutb 
of what & relates, ~ . . ~ 



It it plain, he waited at ubie, carried hk d 
valise, and attended in hit bedchamber; tbo«^h he 
UJut carp to tell ni, that moniieDr Prior made tnan^ 
excuKt and apotogica, becaote these mean efficoa 
appear veiT inconaiitent with the cbaractor of secret 
taiTf which be would leeai to (ct tip for. 

I ihall make no reflections oa this imjKHrfaDt afiair, 
SOr upon thf ooDMqueooM we may espact from it. 
To reason upmi secrets of state, without knowing all 
the springs and ntotiofw <i tbemi U too common a 
talent among us, and the foundation of a thousand 
ermun. Here is room enough for speculations; 
but J advise the reader to let Iherq tfrve for hia owq 
cntertainneot, witboat trtiuUing the world witjt hii 
renuikf. 
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TO 

MONSIEUR MONSIEUR *•*••• 
AT BSTATLE*. 



Sn. 
\ DOUBT n«t but jov are cnrioas, as manj 
othen are, to know the lecret of monsieur Prior an 
Eoglub gentleman's late journey from London to 
Paris. Perhaps living retired as you do, you may 
not have heaid of this penon, though some years 
ago he was very much distinguished at ParlSj and 
in good esteem even with our august monarch. I 

Sost let you so fai into bis character, as to tell yoii> 
at monjieor Prior has siraalized himseltj both as 
ah "eminent poet, and ma?J|lf business; was veiy 
Toadt valued by, the late king William, whoem- 
ploved him in important affairs, both in England 
and Holland. He was secretary to the English em- 
bas^, at the treaty of Ryswick; and afterward, to 
mj lords the counts of Portland and Jersey ; and ia 
the absence of the latter, managed for some time 
tfte affairs of England at our court by himself. 
Since the reign of queen Anne, he was employed as 
cMomissioiier of trade ; but the ministry changing 
^n after queen Anoe's comiog to the crown, mon- 
fteOT Prior, who was thought too much attached to 
* A tn pm town m tha BwikwMNt. Swift, 
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the Ri^ides *, wulaid aside; and lived privately at 
Cambridge f, where he ii a profeasor, tiil he wai 
recalled by the present ministiy. 

About two months agOj our kiogf, resolving 
once more to give peace to Europe, notwithstanding 
the flourishing condition of his fleets and armies, the 
good posiure of hia linanccf, tiiat his graodsoii was 
almost entirely settled -in the quiet posscssioa of 
Spain, and that the affairs of the north were cfaang* 
ing evenr day to hia advantage ; ottered the court rf 
England to send a minister as far as Boulogne, vho 
should br there mat by some person from England, 
to treat the overinres of a p«ce. Upon the first 
notice that this was agreed to, the king immediately 
dispatched monsieur de Torcy, in whom iw very 
much coutides, to BoulognCj, whore he took lodgtii| 
at a private house ia the Fanxbouij;, at one Mr. dc 
Maraii, a marcband de soy, who is married to an 
English woman, that fonnerly had been a' tuivanle 
to one § of the forementioned English ambassadors 
ladies, over against the hostellcrie de St. Jean. 
Monsieur stayed six days witb much impatience ; 
when, late at evening, on Wednesday the 14th of 
July (new style), a pmon, whom we afterward 
kne^ to ^ monsieur Ppor, came directly to the dpor, 
and inquired for monsieur de la Sastide, the nsme 
and place, i supposei having been before concerted. 
He was immediately shown unto monsieur Torcy; 
vhere, as I am informed, they were shut up for three 
l^ours together, without any refreshuient, though 
monsieur Prior had rid post nom Calais tjiat day ia 
a great deal of rain. The nex.t morning I was sent 

* Too*. Swift. 

t A miRalw of the antbmi tor momiear Prigi diJ not re- 
tire 10 Cunbridte, par u B pTotasdr, fiula fetiov. Swirr. 

^ Lewis X1T. ThB autrinr, it ihould ha rMsembotd, il 
WnlintiD tttachusctcrof a Prcnchmah V. 

i^ ProbaUj Uw cmuMu of jMWJf Hb« «H I IHin aU»! 
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£ov, an all buW, by naoiuiatir de Manut, wJia tol4 
xne, " that a person of quality, as, he suspected;) 
lately come from £Dgland, had tome occasion foe 
a secretary i / aod, bMause he knew I undciftood 
the langnages, wrote a tolerable hand, bad beea 
conreisant with pcraooi of quality, and formeily 
trusted with secrets of importance, had been so 
kind to recommend me to the said gentleman, to 
serve him in that quality." I was immediaCel; 
called up, and preiented to. Mr. Prior;, who ac- 
costed me with great civilitv, and, after some con* 
venation, wa* lueasod to tell me, " I had fully an- 
swered the character monueur de Marais had given 
tne." From this limei to the &.'.y monsieur .Prioc 
left Calais in order to return to- England, I maj; 
pretend to give you a faithful accoufit of all his mo- - 
tions, and tome probable conjectures of hii whols 
iiegoUatbn between Boult^ne and Veraaillei. 

Bat perbapa, lir^ you may be farther curious tq 
know the patticulars of monsieur Prior's journey to 
Boulogne. It is reported, that some time before the 
peace of Ryswick, king William did dispatch this 
very gentlepian to Paris, upon the same account ft^ 
which he now came> This possibly might be tha 
motive (beside the ^ownabihtiesoi monsieur Prior) 
to send him a second time. The following particu- 
lara I heard in discourse between mademoiselle de 
Maraig and her huiband; which, being no great 
secrets on our side the water, I suppose were told 
without consequence. 

Monsieur Prior, having received his instructions 
froai the English court, under pretence of taking a 
short journey of pleasure, aod visiting the chevalier de 

H * in the province of Suffolk, left his house 

on Sunday night, the nth of July, N. S. taking' 

none of his servants with him. Monsieur M- — ■ 

vho tud already prepared a bark, with all aecei* 

* Sit rtwaas Uaamei. N* 
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uric<, on the cout of Dover, took inpiuiair RricK 
diiEUiied in his chariot. Tbejr lay on Mocda): 
nigtit.. the 13th of Julr.- at the count de Jere»'a 
bouse in Kept; arriycd in good .time the next dij 
nt DoTcr, ilrove directly to Uie .thcTe, made the lim j 
by wayipg their hati, Tvhich 4(as answered by at 
ireiselj asd the boat was imioedrately tent to takq ' 
him in i which he ehteiedj wrapt in his cloak, and ' 
Soon got aboard. He w^ six hours at sea, an4 ar- 
pved St Calaii about clcren at nif^t ; went imme- 
diately to tbe goverporj who recciTcd him with great 
mpcct, where be lay all ■Ight; and set out pretty 
late the next moiuing, being somewhat inconunodet] 
with bis voyage ; and then took post for Boulogne, 
in I ba^e before related. ' ' 

In (he first conversation I had the honour to have 
ytith monsieur Prior, he was pleased to talk as if be 
iPtmld have occasion for my service but a very few 
ifyt ; and sedned rcsplvfM, by his diicourse, that, 
ifterbehad dispatched his coromissioB with mon- 
sieur de la Bastide (forsoweshall from henceforward 
call that minister) be would return to England. By 
ttiis I found I ^hould have but little cmplOTmcnt in 
Auali^ of secretary) however, having heard so great 
a cfaaract^ of him, I was wilting to attend him in 
any capacity he pleased. Four days we continued 
i)t Boutogne.wbcre monsieur de la Bastide andmon^ 
aienr Prior had two long conferences eyeiy da^ from 
ten to one at noon, and' from six till nine in tho 
evening. Monsieur ^rior did me tbe bopour to~send 
ine some meat and wine constantly fio(d his own 
table.' ■ Vpon thfe third moiping,' I' was o^^red Iq 
attend early j ancl observed monsieur ?T^of to have 
- k pleasant cfiimtenance. He asked ine, " What { 
Uwueht of a joumlpy to JlnglandJ" and com- 
tnanoed me to be ready at an hmir's warning. But, 
jipoji tbe fourth evening, all thi« yai c£«Dged] 
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and T wu directed to bire the best tuvae I could find 
for ntTself. 

We (et oat orij tbe nfext day, Sondaj the iSth, 
£ir Parb, in moiuieur de la Bastide'i chuie, whose 
two attendanti and mytdf made up the eqmpi^ ; 
but s mull vtUutj wluch I sappoic ccntaiiied moa- 
ueoT Prior'* initnictioiu, be wu pleased to trust ta 
mjr care, to cari7 on horseback ^ which trust I dtf 
charged with the utmost feithfolness. 

Sc«Kwhat abave two leagues from Boulogne, at a 
small village c«ll«i Ndle, the axletiee broke, which 
took us two hours to mend ; we baited at Montrcuil, 
tad lay that night at Abbeville. But I shall not 
give jaa aaj detail of our journey, which passed 
vithout any consideiable accident till we arrived 
witliin four leagues t^ Paris ; when, about three in 
the afternoon, two oavatios, well mounted, and 
ainned with pistols, crossed the road, then turned* 
abort, aod rode up briskly to the chaise, contijund- 
ing the coaclunan to stop. Monsieur de la Bastide's 
two attendantswere immediatelyupwlth them; but 
I, who guessed at the importance of tbe charge that 
mans ieur, Prior had entrusted me with, tbough I 
was in no fear for my awA person, thought it most 
|s-udeat to advance with what speed I colild ^ a 
email viU^, about a quarter of a league forward, 
t^ wait tbe event, I soon observed the chaise to 
come on without any disturbance, and I ventured to 
me*^ it ; when I found that it was only a frolick of 
two young cadets of quality, who had been making 
a debauch at a friend's house hard by, and were re- 
turning to Paris : one of them was not onknown to 
monsieur de ta Bastide. The two cavaliers began to 
rally me ; said, " I knew how to make a retreat ;" 
with some other pleasantries ; but monsieur Prior 
(whoktvw the cause) highly coRiipended mj djscrc- 
fiou. We contiuoed our journey very memly} and 
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arrived at PiHi -on Tnasdaj the a^th, *io tbcf eool of 

the evening. 

At tbeentnBceof&etoim, dart^fbfavi'HtTs lef^ 
a>l indinoniienrile la Bastida condDcted mousktir 
Prior to a private lodghig In ibc Itue St. L«ai5, 
which, t^ all circunastances, ] conchidtid to be pre- 
pared ferhii Tcceplioa. Here i'firtt bad orden to- 
■■7 that the gentleman to whoiti 1 bad the hoftocfr to 
^bcloni; was railed monsieopMattheivi; I then knew 
DO oUicnvlui. Aftenward, at Versailles, I over- 
beard, in convcTiation with monfiiciir dc la Bastide, 
that btt nal name waa Priar. 

MoBiicur de la Bastids wauM Ittve bad monsienr- 
Matthews to have gone with him next morning to 
VeraaiUes, but coilJd not prevail with him to com- 
1^7; of vhich I coald navOr be able toleam the' 
reason. Our minister «ai veiy iropartunate; and' 
nwniieur nrior Bcemed to have no fttigue ictaArAo^ 
&ofa hta journey : perhap* he might co«<!eivi it' 
more luitabie lo his digmty, Abt mondifter de la 
Bastida should eo before, to prepare the kEd^, \j, 
^ving DOlioeefhis airival. Howei«rit wece, moo- 
aieiiT de la Battide made alt haste (o Vra^aillea) And 
returned the lame night. burioK- his abs^iee, Haon- 
aicur Prior never stirred out of his chamber ; and 
after dinner, did me the honour to send ttjtf- me up, 
" that I might bear him companj'," as he Wai 
pleased to expresB it. I was surprised to hear him 
wondering at the inisory he had observed in our 
country, tnhis journey fr(^ Calais; at the 'Scarcity 
and pov«ty ef the inhabitants, " wMeh," be aaid, 
'* did mocn exceed even what be had ieta in his 
fetVftec jout>neyi":for he bwaed that he had been 
in Prance before. Hftsecnaied to value hknielfvety 
much upon the faappineit 6f Us own island, which, 
as he {M-etended, had felt no effect* like theae vpoa 
t'wie ar agrtcnitvu*. 



X.Tfuide Md to. return far nakwcr, " Tbat in mir 
aation, w« only cooaulted tlte magaificence aiul 
power of our prince; but that in England, at I 
\7as iD&tined, the wealth of the kingdom was K> 
divi^e^l iu;(V>°K tt)c )>e9ple, that little on nothing 
w^ left to, d^kfioveidgoj and that it was con- 
fidentlj told (though hardly believed iu France) 
that ^ome Kubjeots had palace* more magnifioent 
than queen Anne hecself : that I hoped, wlien he 
Went to Versailles, he would allow the gitaBdeur of 
our .patent monarch to exceed, not ontf that of 
f^i^andi but any other in Borope : by wJiich he 
'woujid find, that what he called the poverty t^ our 
nation^ was rather the cSect of policy in out oourtt 
than any real want oi necessity." 

Monsieur Prior had no better aatwec to malce me, 
tbaq). '-' That be wai no stranger to ouTcourt, the 
splendour of Our [vince, apd the masimt b^ which 
be goVjerned; bu^ ,fx hit port, he thought those 
countfiet were hamiier, where the production! of 
it ware jnorei: equally divided." Such unaccOimt^ 
able notions is the prejudice of educatimi apt to give! 
In tbesA aqd.tlie lika disoaurMS, we wore laway the 
time till tBOttslttu' de la Baatidc's tetam ; who, after 
an hour's ;private conference with mconieur Prior, 
wbjchl found b/theircou&te&aDCeshtfd been warmly 
pursued on both «ide8, a cbuiot and six hortet (to 
my .great surprise) Were instantly oidored; wherein 
tlie two j^inisttis entered, and drove away with alt 
CKpei^l^fiii; mytelfonly attendingonbortdMiakwith 
my ini^>9rl3{it vttliie. 

. .^« .£«! to 'Versailles OS Wednesday the 2i8t, 
abontiC^«n at nigbti but, inatead of enteringths 
town, tbe Qoachman cLrdvc ui a back w^ into tbs 
^14B,'tUl we stopped at « certain i^ieyardj AatI 
sifterwinlmkderatoodjoiKd to the gardens of ma- 
oams ^ipteooD'S losings, t^e ihe two gentle- 
.._.... I . gjoojieur fnOTj ulUog to tae, bad 
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tne leoich In'thtf vaUx for a aoiaU box of writiiist j 
aAer which, the coachman was ordered to attend i& 
tfaat|dace; snd wc proceeded od some paces, iillwfc 
atopftd at a little postern, which' opened into th( 
vii^ard, whereof nwmiear de la ^itide had tb« 
key. He opened it very readily, and ihnt it s^to 
them ; desiring me to stay till their rctoni . 

I waited with some impatience for three haan 
the great dock ttmcfc two befoi% they came out. 
The coachman, who, Enippose, had hii instructioos 
beftre, « aooa n they Were got Itito the chariotj 
drove away to a tmall house at the edd Of the town> 
where moniieur de la Bastide left ns to outsdrfcs. t 
pbaetved moniteur Prior was very thougfatfid ; and 
without entering into any conversalioo, desired my 
autstanceto put him tobed. Kext moraing, TfaoTM 
day the aid, I had poHtire orders not to stir &1>road; 
About ten o'clock, maiuiear de la Baitide cataa 
The house being small, my apartment waa divided 
&om monuenr Prior's by a thin wainscot; fo that I 
could easily hear what they said, when they raUed 
their voice, as Aey i^en did, ' After some time, I 
could hear monsieur de la Bastide ny, with great 
warmth. Boh Dieul Itc. " Good',God! were cv^ 
such demanda made to a great monarch, onless yoa 
were at the gates (tf his metropolis } Por the hivtf 
of God, monsieur Prior, relax soroethmg, if ^oor' 
instructions will permit yoo ; else I shall despair of 
any good success in onr negotiation. Is it not 
enough that our king will abandon his gQUidson, 
but he must lend his own arm to pull hitn out of 
the throne } Why did you oot open yourself to 
me at Boulogne? why are yoa more inexorable 
here at Versailles ? You have risen in ^f de- 
mands, by seeing madame Maintenon's desire for a 
peace ! As able as you are to contittne the wsry 
consider which is to be most mfemd, the good of 
your country, or the partiauai' advanta^ ti yaW 
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l^emnral ; tbt he v/\ll be the only gainer among your 
subjects." MoHsieur Pcior, wba has b tow voioe, 
aad bad not that occasion for passion, answered so 
Koftij, that I could not well ondcrKlaad himj but* 
t^ion paTtin|. I heard him say, " If you insist stiU 
ttn tbeae dimculties, m/ neiit audience will be that ' 
of leave." 

Three hours after, monsieur de la Bastide re- 
tutD^ again, with a countenance more composed; 
He asked Mr. Prior, if he would give bim leave 
to dine with him ? Having no attendants, I readily 
dfisred ray service at table * j which montieur Prior 
-vras pleased to accept, with abundance of apologlei. 
1 found they were come to a better understaa£ng, 
Mr. Prior has a great deal of wit and vivacity ; he 
•Qtertained monsieur de la Baitide with much plea- 
santry, ^Dotwithstanding their being upon the re- 
iccve bt^ore me. " That monsieur, ' .says Mr. Mat- 
thews, " if he were im particutier f , would be the 
most a^eeable person in the world." I imagined 
they spoke of the king ; but, going often in and ' 
out, I could not preserve the connection of their 
^scourae. " Did you mind how oUigingly he in- 
quired, whether our famous chevalier Newton was 
still living? he told me, my good' friend poor Des- 
preaox { was dead since I was in France j and asked 
me after queen Anne's health." These are some of 
the particulars I overheard while at dinner ; which 
confinncd my opinion, that monsieur Prior last 
night had an andience of his majesty. 

About ten that evening, 'monsieur de la Baatide 
came to take monsieur Matthews, to go to the sanoe 
place where they were at before. I was permitted 
to enter the vineyard, but not the gardens, being 
* tf this Md •oOM other pracadinK psrticiilan, wa may 
discsTcr.wbK aoTt«f taersury th* ulhor wan. Swirr. 

J A prima rata. SwiVT. 
Maniicar BoUcaii, lh« fvnoui Frtncti poet. Swivt. 
VOL. IV. ■ A A 
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left at the gate to fralt their retam ; vbid wn 1ft 
about two honn time. The moon shone bngfit; 
and b^ roon«ear Matthcws's maimer, I thought he 

' mpfKBMi somewhat disEatisfied. When he camfe 
into hii chamber, beihrcwoffliia liat insomepaa- 
«ion, fdded Ida armi, and walked up and down the 
roomforaboveanhour.cKtremely pensive: atlet^tli ! 
he called to be put to bed ; and ordered me to set a 
candle by his tKd side, and to fetch him sOme [*■ 
pcrs out of hii valise (o read. 

On Friday tbe a^d, in the morning, tnonaieor 
Matthews was so obliging to call me to hiirj wiA 
the assurance, that he was extmndy pleased vriA 
toy discretion and manner of address j ag a proof tjf 
'wbkh satisfaction, he would give me leave to iadsff 

. -flDy curiosity with seeing so fine a place as Vers^lles| 
tdJing me, " he gbould return next day toward 
■Boulogne ; and therefore sdviied me to go inmte- 
diately to view the palace ; with this catrtJoU 
(though he did not suppoae I needed it) not ta , 
■ay any thing of tbe occasion that brought me lo 
"Versailles." ' 

' Monsieur de la Bsstlde having staid the after* 
'HOOD with monsieur Matthews, about eight o'clock 
they weht to the rendcavousl My curiosity had 
"led nae in (he morning to take a stricter view of the 
viney^ and gardens^ I remained at the gate » 
betwe. In an hour and a hatf's time, luoosteor 

- Matthews, with monsieur de la fiastide, anoths 

fentleman, and a lady, came into the walk, De la 
BstiSe opened the gate, and held itaomc timt in 
his band. While monsieur Matthews was taking 
-his leave (tf those persons, I heard the lady say, « 
parting, " Monsteuti songex vmts. See. Consider 
this night <m what we have said to yon, " Tbe 
gentlemaa seconded bcr ; saying, " Ouy, etty, swn- 
*««r, stmgex vmts en pour la demiere fait. Ay, 
By, sir, consider of it for the last time." To 
which Duuuieui Jdattfacwa answered briskly, ia 
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, (oxf ou rien, ftc. Sir, sU or 
tiie honour to tell yotur 
magesty before." Which ^puts it beyond diaouW 
^Iwt the qualilr of those perioos vftie, by wbotn . 
ift£>Dsieur Mutbcwi had the hooour to ^ eoMr 

On Saturday the 34tb, monaieur Matthews kept 
«jo^« as before; telling me "< a post chaise was or* 
4cce^> t» carry him |o CalaU j and hp would do 
ms tlic gnce * to take me with him, to koep hint 
Koarsttay ia the jouniey, for he should teavc 
mtfDBfiiOoi de laBastide at VenaiLlei." While we 
wefe discoursing, that gentleman came in, with ai 
apso tt>Ti a[)d a smiling OouDtcaaiice. He embraced 
jUKTOrrimr Matthews j and scented to feel so muck 
foy^K that he couJd not easiiy. concqal it. I left the 
cumber, andrr^red to my own j, whence J could 
beax him, lay. " Cnra^/a, mpTuieio' .- no IraveUing 
■(» day: Aladame MatnActum will have me one* 
■•ore conduct you to her." After which I wu 
^»lled, and Tcceived orders about diooer, &c. Moo- 
jpeqr de' In Bastide told me, ''We should set oat 
adiout midnight." He taid the. rest of the day 
vlth ivonsiear Matthews. About ten o'clock they 
went forth, buQ dispensed with my nttondance; it 
va» one iatfae morning before they relumed, though 
the chaise w» at the gate soon after oleveo.' Mon- 
seor Matthews too)i a morsel of bread, and a la^c 
glaupf Hermitage wine i aAer wliicb, tliey embraced 
mith much kiuducsi, and $o parted. 

OuF jonmoy to CbIbIb passed without any accident 
worth iaforwing you. Mr- Prior, who is of a con- 
Btitution somewhat tender, -was troubled with a 
^nm, wiuch made peaking uneasy to him : but 
it was not M at all to me I and therefore I enitrV 
* An iifeitei Gallicistn, to fiTour tha <<lca of the whola 
king 1 uaiiilatian. ' The Itke *rti6c« ta»j be obicneil in wisa 
HboipaiMecK H. 

A.JL ft - - i\- 
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ttiaed him, ai veil as I cmU, cbietlj -yrith ^ 
praisei of oar great monarch, the magnificence of 
oil couit, the number of his attendants, the awe 

. and Tcneration paid him bj his generals and ni- 
DuUn, and the^ immeoie ridbei of the inn^txa. 
One afternoon, in a small Tillage between Gum- 
moot and Beauvais, as I was discoursing on this 
Botiject, Mveral poor pec^e followed the chaise, t« 
iiegourcharitj: one louder than the rest, a comdj 
person, about fifty, all in rags, but with a unoa 
that showed him to be of a good hoose, cried out, 
" Monsieur, pour I'amour ae Ditu, &c. Sir, ftx 
the love of Got), give something to the mattpis 
de Soordis !" Mr. Prior, half asteep, louzed huB- 
•df up at the name of marquis, <klled the poor 
^ntteman to him, and, obBetving something in his 

. behaviour tilie a man of ouaKty, very generous^ 
threw him a pi8t<de. Aa 40e coach went on, mm- 
•ieur Prior ariced me, with much EUTpiise, " Whe- 
ther I thought it poasiUe Ifaftt nnhapi^ cratan 
could he (M vtrilaljU marguis} for, if it were eq; 
inrely the miscrio of eur countrr must be nindi 
SFeater than eren our very oiemies could b(^ «f 
believe ?" I made bold to tett him, " That I 
thought we could not welt judge from partiddai 
to geneials ; and that I was aure there were great 
numbers of matqniie* in Prance, ^riio had tet 
thousand livrei a year." I tdJ 70a thli passage, ts 
let you see, tiiat the wisest men have come pr^ 
dices of their country about th«B ! Wa got ta 
Cahus on. Wednesday die 38th in the evening j and 
ibe next mmning (the 39th) I took my luve t£ 
monsieur Prior ; who, tlianlung me in the civilkat 
manner in the world for the service I bad done 
liim, very nobly made me a present of twent; |»ttoles; 
and BO we parted. He ^t to sea with a £ur wiu^ 
and I suppose, in a few hoots Unded in En^lud. 



TO tKKn. S6f 

Ttus, air, b the utmoct I am able to inform yaa 
atboat monsieur Prior's journey and n^otiation. 
Tune alone will letju know the events, of it^ which - 
■ze yet in the dark. 

I ara. Sir, 
Tour molt obedient and moit humble aemtit, 
SU BAUDKIEE. 



POSrsCItlPT, BY THE TRANSLATOR. 

The author of this tract, having left fcisnuetrroa 
Aipboord at Calais, had, it seems, no farther intel- 
^mec when be puUisbed it : neither am I aUe to 
wxtpfiy it, bat by what {lasses in common ^port ; 
wlucb, being in evcr>: body's mouth, but wiUi no 
CCttBinty> I think it neeAess to repeat. 
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LEARNED COMMENT 

DB. HARE'S EXCELLENT SERMON, 

»»|iCHID [IIPT. 9, 1711 J "tMRl 

THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH, 

SDRRENDER OF BOUCHAIM. 
tr At! ENEitr TO PEACE. 

IT UOLTtS OTILB BBLLVK. 
nuT tiiMT^X vat JOHH Koirsiw If f7It< 






" I have cot a set c^E-xaminen} lad fire {rtm- 
phleti, whJui I have either vritten w cpatriboted 
to, except the best, which b the Vindicatiai of the 
Duke of Marlborough,' and i> entirely of Ote anth« 
of the AtalantiE." — Jonnial to StcUa, Oct.sa, 1711. 

" Comment on Hare's * SermoD hj the ssme 
woman ; only hints sent to the piinter mm Ftntt^ 
to give her." — Ibid. Nov. j* 

* Dr. Fraieii Hsrs, hnA it Eiton, mi ■ fcUaw oF Knq!% 
Collitet Cimbridfc, whsrs b* had th« taidoM of tb* taM^m 
olBlnJfonl, odIt hci tothsdiikiof Usrtbonia|b| i*1m>v 
pointcd himchipUin tmmllo tMraw)eti]r'i(«ftaia tbal^ 
Countrio. He ifuiwird abuin«d fint ttM dMDMT of Wor- 
cetlfer, tndthen [hat of St. Paiil'ii ia 1717 wax adnaccd M 
tlie KB □( St. A»ph, lad in 1731 trmiliMd 10 Cliichaur; 
n)uah be bUd till hit dwb, io 1740. •< Bt bH wiincn itew 
mull painpWeu apon tha naiufcnNiit of tb* war, and il» 
ttMtf of peaca," nrl Swift, Eumiiwc, No. XXIX. Ha •« 
BDtboi of ■■ Tbo Barrier TrNir Vlnrdiond i" mi at km 
mMim igiinit " Tha Coodiict of Ibe ADiM." Ba wb iho ■ 
wricct in the Bangoiua coouonnj t and dran upon tiinaalf 
tha mortA of bishop Hoadlf'* treaiixi, wtdar iba titia af 
MTb* Dam of WoreeMr atiU lU funa." Bii wockiim* 
aaUartsd, ia foui voIiubc^ 8w, i74t. N. 
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IXARNED COMMENT, ETC. 



1 HAVE been so well eatertained by reitSng Dr. 
Hare's senAon, |>reacl>ed before the diike of Marl- 
hocough Mid the army, tit way of thanksgiving for 

Eeing tke line* ana takii^ Bouchain, that I cannot 
bear giving pHrt of nry thoaghtg theieupaQ to the 
■mbtick. If ft colonel had been to preach at the 
iMad of bis Kgiment, I believe he would have made 
joftt sncb » sermon i which before I begin wHh, ^ 
ROHst beg leave to consider (he preface, aod that stal« 
ti^ck ia the publi«ber, ol " printing a discoursa 
without tbc author's leave, by a copy got fron 
s friend; being hioMelf so modest, that bie wonlA 
t^ DA Bieans bear of printing what was drawn up 
n so much baste.** If the thing be not worth' , 
|wbUsbii^, either the anthor is a fool, or bis friend 
• knave. Besides, the apology seems TCiy fleedless 
lor one that has so often beea complimented upon 
fcis pToduclioas J of which we have seen several 
witboQt cither art or care, though jnibltshed with 
d^ fanratn doctor's consent. A good srgument, 
iadccd, is not the wwse for being without art or care % 
hat an ill one^ nothing without both. If plai^nesa 
and tiMicsty/ made amends for every hasty foolisk 
CoB^nsiljan, we should never have an end, and 
«*ei}[^^dtittGe dial blotted paper would hsve the sams 
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plea. But the good doctor's seal for the a 

of the war must atone for the rest of bis de&cts. 

Hii politicks aud hii divinity seem to be miMi «f a 

size j there is no more of the last in his sermoDj tfaoa 

what is to be found in the text) he ii so great aa 

enemy to a partition, that be scorns to divide c«ea 

that. 

He b^ioi, p. 62*, "I caanot but think that «ne 
of the properest acknowledgmeDts to God, for the 
manifest tokens we receive ^ bis good provtdeaocv 
is to consider their nataral tendmcy, and what b 
the true use which he has put into our powr .to 
make of ihem." May we not very, well queiy wliB; 
thac tiua be sense ex truth i The properest ^t^nov 
ledgments to God. for the manifest tokeos, Ac m 
to offer him thanks aqd praise, and obey his law^,. 

F. 63. " Persevere bravely in the Just aod 0Cr 
'Cewary war we are engaged in, 'i'! iy° nn rhtai< 
auch a peace, as the ipany success^ he. has gives 
oi naturally lead to, apd, by the contiouaoce <rf'dM 
4tvitic favour, must end in, if we be content to w«t 
his leisure, and. aie not, by our.jmpatieDce ant 
misgiving fear^, wanting to ourselves." - ^t -thi* 
rate, when, must we .expect a peace? May «• 
not justly in<jui^, whether it be God's or the.^Mra 
of Marlborough's leisure lie, would have u» wait? 
He is there in an army well paid, sees nothing bpt 
plenty, nay profiisenesi in the great officfn^, tad 
rich^4 in the general. Frofusencss, when they evc7 
day in their turns receive the 'honour ot his graoc's 
oompanv to dinner with them. At that.sumptuwip 
table which bis grace once a week [Hx>vides forhim- 
Klf and them, ihcgood doctor never coosidcrt what 
we su&r at home, or how long we shall be, able tv 
find them taonef to supfiprt their magnific£;aoe. , I 
thould think the queen and miniatiyi aettiutdCK 

* TlNM refmnacs art addpud ta Sf . Han's Wark% nL Lffk 
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GoA, the best jodges what peace ^e dught to make, 
WS hjf our impatience he meant the army, it was 

needicis and absurd; if he io«ant our' impatience 
kteat home, being so far removed frofia the scene, 
knd in qiute aaother vhwi be can be do judge of 

■p. 64. ".One woidd think a people, who, hy 
■neb a train of wonderful successes, were now 
famght to the very banks of Jordan, coi^ not 
lie 80 fearfiil as to stop- there, or doubt with then^ 
seh^ whether or no they should try to pass the 
Tiretfquere, Scrtsct or Scheldt?), and ^et posses- ■ 
'SHH^of the land wt^ch God had {K-onused them; 
^Hat- they could; ^ih their own eyes, take a view 
'«tf it (apjrfied to' Picardy), and behold Jt was es- 
JEcedtRg good, S46." Otir case and the Israelites is 
vety different.', WhM tbey conquered, they got few 
iherosdveB ; ye take a view of the land, "as they did, 
and "behold it to be exceeding good," but good 
■for others, If Joshua bad spent many years in con- 
^aenag the AmoriCes (with the loss of infinite blood 
'»nd treasure), and then deliirered the land over to the 
Gtbeonites, the Israelites might havehad good reasoa 
to murmur; and that has been our case. ' 
, Ibid. " It seenis incredible, that men should 
for many years together struggle with the greatest 
tf fficulties, and succeasfiiHy go through iimumera- 
'Ue dangers, in pursuit of a noble end, an end 
■ 'WBrthy of all the p^ns and trouble they are at ; 
sod yet lose their courage as they gain ground, &c." 
'Though this be a falsity ; yet to lose courage' as -we 
gain ground may very probaUy happen, if we 
' aquander 6ar couTi^e'by the yard, and gain ground 
by the iiich. 

Ibid. "Of all the virtue* human nature would 
•s^re to, cmistancy seems to be that it is least 
made for. A sieady piirsuit of the <ame end for 
my long Umc together hai soiuetbing in it that 
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loolu like immoitalit}'," (bath not tbia flight aoine^ 
thing in it that looks like nonsense?) " and soenw 
to be above the reach of mortal man." (How decs 
a steady pursuit look like imtDortality f If it 
looks Uke imnuwtality, it certaialy seems, to be 
above the reach of mortal man.) The " earth m 
live 00, the stu* we breathe, the aourkhi^ent ve 
'take, eveiy thLug about us, is by nature subied 
to continual change ; our bodies {.liemselves ate in 
s perpetual flux, and not a moment together the 
tame as diey were. What [dace then caa tbeie 
be for a coBstant steady principle of action woida 
CO much ioconsUnqr?" If these reasous weic 
ti'ue, it would be impossible aot to be iacoastast. 
With this old beatea trash of a &ax, he might g/t 
oil a hundred p^en od the same subject, witfaoot 
Jiroduciog any thing uew ; it is a wonder we had doC 
the grave observation, "That nothing- is coaatant 
but inconstancy." What does all this end in ? His 
&rst heat and edge shows us indeed a flux of what 
wc did not espect. 

P. 66. " And though the end we sun at be 
" the same it was, and certainly nearer." This puts 
me in mind of a divine, who, preaching ou the day 
of judgment, said, " There was one thing he wvuld 
be bold to affirm. That the day of judgmejit was 
nearer now, than ever it was since the beginning 
of the world." So the war is certainly nearer an 
end to day than it was yesterday, though it does not 
end these twenty years. 

Hid. " Such fickle, inconstant, irresolute crea- 
tures are we ia the midst of our bravest reseda-^ 
tiuns. When we set out, we seem to look, at what 
we are aiming at through that end of the penpec- 
tlve that ipagnifies the object, and it brings It 
nearer to us; but, when we are got some way, 
before we are aware we tuni (lie glass, audi look- 
iug through the little end, what wc arc pursuiiig 



xeeim t* be at a vast diiUnce, and dwindled 
almost into nothing." This is strange reasoning. 
Where does his insCrumentinakcr live ? We may 
have Che same corutancy, the same desire to pursue a 
thing, and yet not the aante -abilities. For e\aniple, 
ill hunting, many accidents ligppen ; you grow wenry, 
your horse Ms lame, or in leaping a hedge throws 
you : you have the same reaiion to pursue the game, 
but not the same ability. 

P. 67. "Their zeal perhaps flames at first; but 
it is the flame of straw, it has not strength to last. 
When the multitude once b^in to be weary and 
indifferent, how easily are tbey then seduced into 
tldae measures ! how readily do they give into 
suspicions against those who would encourage 
them to persevere, while they are fond of oUiers, 
who, to serve ihemsel^s, fall in with their com- 
plaints, but at the bottom mean notliii^ but their 
own interest!" How base and false soever this 
reproach be, I have set it almost at length, that I 
niny not be charged with unfair quotation. By the 
company the doctor keeps, and the patrons he has 
chossn, I shoiUd think him an undoubted judge 
when people mean their own interest, but that I 
know, conversing only on one side generally gives 
our thoughts the same turn ; just as the jaundice 
makes those that have it think all thuigs yellow. 
This writer isprejudiced, and looks upon the icstof 
the world to be as self-interested as'those persons 
iirom whom he has taken his observation. But, if he 
meatis the present minisoy, it is certain they could 
find their own interest in coutinoing the war as well 
as other people; their capacities are not less, nor 
their fortunes so great, neither need they be at a loss 
bow to follow in a path so well beaten. Were they 
thus inclined, the way is open before them; tfe 
means that enriched their predecessors, gave ihem 
prctetice to continue their power, and made them 
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almoat neceiiary evili to the itate, arc now no I(»|a 
a Kcret. Did their loccessan study their own id> 
terest with the tame zeal ai tbey do that of the pub- 
lick, ve should not bare the doctor m these agobio 
for fear of a peace; things would be then aa he 
woAld have them; it would be no touger a flame of 
^traw, but a tolid fire, likely to laat as long as ha 
poor countrymen had any materiali to feed it. But I 
wonder be would talk ^ those who mean tbc^ir own 
tntcreit; in such an audience, eepecially before those 
" who fall in with their complaiots," unless he bad 

fircii it quite another turn, and l»stowed some of 
i» eloquence Inshowing, what he rfcally thinks, that 
nothing in nature is so eligible ai self ihtcrest, tbougii 
'purchased at the price of a lasting war, the blood 
and treasure of bis fellow subjects, and the weal of 
bis' native country. \ 

P. 68- "This is a misftwtone, which free assem- 
blies, and popular or mixed gOverDtnenn, arc al- 
most unavoidably exposed to; and it is for this 
reason, so few nations have ever steadily pursued, 
for any long time, the measures at first resolved 
on, were they never so right and just; and it is for 
the same reason that a single power seldom fails at 
long run to be too bard for a txinfcderacy." A very 
good argument for this war; a good orertore and 
warning, to make a general for life. It is an ex- 
cellent panegyrick upon arbitrary power; at this rate, 
tlie French king is sure to get the better at last. 
This preadicr must eertainly be an admirable jot^ 
rl£ popular assemblies, by living in an army. Sudi 
poor writers get a rote and commonplace of talking 
by reading pamphlets, and from thence presume to 
make generd Observations upon govemmeBt, and set 
up for statesmen. If the doke of Marlborough be 
Moses, what promised land is he bringing us to, un- 
' leas this lemioo be preached only to the Dutdi } He 
may faave promised them land, and they him sotoo* 
thiiigclte, aod both been ai good «l tkei^VQidi. la j 
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Skis allegoiy of the peojdc bnmght <nit of ^gjptt 
doei the doctor mean bur army) fbe parallel ouut 
Clten be drawn to make the wsa last for^ years, or 
else it can be no parallel : we may easily lee bow 
near the compaiison ^owv. Moaes was accnied by 
certain Israeiitci } "It it a amall thing," lay they, 
'* that thou hast brought us out of a land that 
flowctb with milk and honey, to kill us in th« 
-wilderness, except thou make thyself altogether a 
prince over us ?' Hath the duke of Marlborough 
been suspected of any such design ? Moses waa 
'wrotbi and said unto the Lord, " Respect not 
thou their oScting : I h^ve not taken one ass froai 
them, neither have I hurt one of them*." An4 
to the same purpose Samuel, '* Whose ox have I 
taken i or whose ass have I taken } or whom lur^ 
I defrauded ? whoof hare I oppressed i or of whose 
hand have I received any bribe to blind mine cyef 
writh ? and I will restore it youf 1" Does the 
Siitish Moses speak thus to the people ? is there anjr 
sort of agreement between them.' Nor are we sure of 
God's commands to go up against the Amaritei, 
p. (Sp, as the I sraeUtei were ; and we have fifty tintf$ 
more reason to murmur. They were carried from 
the wilderness, "into aland flowing with milk ana 
hone^ j" we from such a land into the wilderness, 
that IS poverty and misery, and are like to be keptia 
the wilderness till this generation and the next too 
are consumed, by mortgages, anticipations, &C. 

P. 71. Where the &ctor says, *' the country it- 
self was much too narrow for them," he must 
certainly mean the Dutch, who never think thdc - 
frontiers can be too much extended. 

The doctor tells us, p. 79, "The iuitice and 
necessity of our cause is little short of the fbrce <rf 
a coibmand." Did God command to £ghl, be- 
cause tbc chaplain general will have no peace i He 
• Nam. XTi, I j. t 1 Ssm. xii« |< 

a » a - ■ ■ .V- ■ 
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asks. "Aviiat Is bidding ui go on, if oar successes 
■re not ?" At thi& rate, whcnwer any n«w success 
is gtined, or a town tat:en, no peace must be made. 
The whole exhortation against peace, which follows, 
■3 very proper for the chaplain of an am^' ; it looks 
like another Essay of the Management of ihe War, 
"These successes have generally been so much 
wanted and so little expected." If we have been 
ten years at this vast expense getting successes that 
we could not expect, we were mad lo begin this war, 
whiah hath ruined us with all this success. But why 
this acclamation .' is talcing one small town sncb great 
success as points out to us the finger of God ? Who 
is hii God ? I bclieye the general has no liltle share 
In his thoughts, as well as the present ministry, 
though upon 3 quite different consideration, " The 
clouds have never this war thickened more or 
looked blacker than this year : tilings looked so 
black on every side, as not to leave ns the faintest 
glimpse of light. We apprehended nothing less 
than the dissolution of -the alliance," Wlwtevcr 
the doctor may be for a preacher, he has proved but 
fln indifferent prophet. The general and army may 
be obliged to him for the dissipation of these clouds, 
tbou^ the ministry are not. Were they the caose 
that such clouds gathered, " as made him fear an 
universal storm, which could no way be fenced 
against r' To bear him run oa in praise of the 
wonders of this campaign, one would scarce believe 
lie were speaking to those very persons who-had for- 
merly gained such memorable victories, and taken 
towns of 90 much greifter important* than Bouchna. 
Had the French no lines bdbre 1 I thought Mods, 
lisle, &c. had been once esteemed consideiable 
places. But this is his youngest child ; he does like 
nvstmothers, whentheyarepaitthelu^ieBof mne; 
they dote upon the youngest, ' though not so heattl^ 
DOT praiseworthy as the rest of the l^tbren. Is it OUT 
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faolt,* thaf "three of the princei in alliance with us 
resolve to re-call their troops i" p. 76, We brought 
our quotas, if our allies did not. By whose indul- 
gence was it, that lome of them have not been 
ptemed tnotc closelr upon that head, or rather have 
'been left to do as tney please ? It is no matter how 
bard a bargain pctiple pretend to make, if they ars 
not tied to the pgfbrmance. 

P. 75. " If the enemy are Etronger than they 
-virere," how are we so near our great hopes, the 
promised land i Tbc affectation of doquence, which 
canies the doctor away by a tide of words, makes 
him contradict himself, and betray his own argu- 
iDent> Yet, by all those expressions, p. 75, we can 
only find, that whatever success we have, must be 
miraculous ; hesays, " we must trust to miracles for 
oOr success," which, as 1 take it, is to tempt God : 
dioi:^, p. 1'f, he thinks, " the most fearful cannot 
doabt of God's continaance." We have had mira- 
culous success this nine years by his own account ; 
and this year, he owns, " we should have been all 
undone, without a new miracle; black clouds, i^c. 
hanging over our heads." Aod why may not <>iir 
sin« provoke God to forsake us, and bring the black 
oloUds again? greater sins than our inconstancy J 
avarice, ambition, disloyalty, con-uptioii, pride, 
drunkenness, gaming, profaneness, blasphemy, ig> 
oorance, and all otlier immoralities and irreligiou! 
These are certainly much greater sins; and, whether 
found in a court or in a camp, touch likelier to pro- 
voke God's anger, than inconstancy. 
• Uid. "If we have ntt patience to wait till hehaa 
finished, by gradual steps, this great work, in such 
a manner as be in his infinite wisdom sball think 
fit." I desire tlic doctor would explain himself 
upon tllfc business of gradual steps, whether three and 
twenty years longer will do, or what time he thinks 
t^c genocal and himself may live ; I suppose, he doei. 
■ B3 --.^- 
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oot dedre hti gradoil itepi sbonld taaee»\ tk^dtte, 
Bi fond a* he teemi of miricW. I bdtcve be ■• 
villiDg enough they Bbould be confiaed to hii gnce'i 
life and bis own. 

What does he mean, p. 78, bj the nctur^l and 
mwal coofcqaciDcci that nnut lead at ? If those 
iDOTal oonscqueopes sre co&Betjuenoei tipon otor 
morab, thej are Ytrj unall. " Whaterer reanxt 
th^ caa be £>r pottuig an end to the war but a 
food oocj wai a ttnniga reaion againit beginning 
It." Bi^t ! act far we allow. " And yet those 
very Ttasont, that malte lu in m mach hxste to end 
it, ihow the neceiu^ there was for entering inta 
it," I am in micfaty hope to get out of a squabble, 
and therefcHV I had reaton to get into it ; generally 
the contrary >■ true, " What condition sboold we 
have now been in, had wc tamely let that prodip- 
oiupower settle and confina itself without dispidei" 
It could never settle and confirm ittelf but by a- 
war. 

F. 79, " Did we not go into the war in btqtes of 
tuccess } The greatest argunieDt for gmng on ^th 
the war is that we may have more nxxets." Ac- 
cording to the doctrine laid down by our authoTi we 
inust never be inclined to peace till we Ioboa battle: 
every victoty ought to be a motive to cont^ue the 
war. Upon this principle, I suppose, a peace was 
lefused after the battle of Bamillies. 

Hid. " How can we doubt that we shall not BtiB 
succeed, or that an enemy that graws every day 
veaker and weaker, &c." The doctor's zeal over- 
bears his memory : just now the enemy was str(»igei 

P. 80. " If we consider that our strength is from 
God, &c." Though all men ou^t to trust in 
God ; yet our Saviour tells us, we ought to regard 
buman means : and in the point before us, we are 
told/ " That a king going f^th to war against ati< 
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«>di«r king, Rtttth down fint, and conmlteth 
^vhether he be able with ten thousand to meet him 
that Cometh agaimt him with twenty thousand; or' 
die while the other i» yet a great way off, ha 
sendeth an embassage, and deslrcth conditioni of 
peace *." Our Saviour va» a preacher of fwace ; 
*' Peace I leave with you ; to^ peace I gt*e nato 
jou, &£-(-." But the doctor chooaeth rather to 
drive on furiously with Tchn. He answers to th» 
qae^titxi, " Is it peace } ' as that king did to the 
horsemen, " What hast thou to do with peace? Get 
thee behind me." He laith, " Onr ingratitude 
aad impenitence auy defeat the sorest prospectf we 
have." May WB not a^ him, whose ingiatlttide t 
As to impenitence, I think this paragraph i* the 
the only one ^dterein he vouchsafes, -and that but 
very slightly, in his whole sermon> to remind this 
pet^le of repentance and '■ amendment ; taut leaves 
a subject so LttJe suited to ■ day of joy," ?■ 6i, to 
encourage them, to "go on to obtain the end to- 
ward which they have made so many happjr 
steps." We difler about that end ; some duim 
peace, others war, that to they may get money and 
power. It is the interest of some to be in aoticMi, 
others to be at rest : some people clap their finger 
upon one point, and say that alone can be a good ; 
peace ; we say there may be many torts of good 
peace, of all which we esteem the queen and minit* 
try to be the best ju^es. The docttw tdb ns, 
" Oar sins may force' us to put an ill end to the 
war," He should explain what he call* an ill end ; 
I am apt to think, he will think nothing good thai 
puts an end to it, since he saii;h, " Vengeance may 
affect not only us, but generadons yet unborn." 
That they have taken care of already. We have 
pretty well mor^ged poatority, by the expenses of 
this devouring war : and must wc never see au end 
• LulcaxiV' ]i| 31. t Johnxlr. »f 
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tion moit wc expect to be, long before that ? It b 
vciy happ^ for me nation, that we do mot lie at the 
tsercy of this gentlemaoj that bis voice is not 
necettar; toward the great eod we pant after, the 
unloadii^ of otir burden, and the mitigation of our 
taxes, A juit and necessary war is an ostentatioiu 
theme, and may bear bung declaimed od. Let os 
have war; whsthavewctodowith peaces Wehave 
beaten our eacc^; let na beat him again. God baa 
given Bs sncceu t he encoai^cs us to go on. Have 
we not von battles and towns, pasted the lines, and 
taken the great Boocbain } what avails oor miseries 
at home ; a little paltiy wealth, the decay of trade, 
increase of taxes, deamess of necessaiies, expense <£ 
Uood, and lives of our countrymen } are there not 
ibrngnera to supply th«r places i have not the loss 
of so many brave (oldien been offered to the legis- 
latnre as a reason fiv calliag in lucb numbers of poor 
Palatines *, at it ven to fill tq> the chasm of war. 
and atone fyi deaolatioo among oui sul^ects ? I£ we 
contiDue thus prodigal of our Uood and treasme, !o 
« few years we shall have as little of the on* as the 
other left) ahd our wunen, if they intend to mnlti- 
plj, must be reduced, like the Amazons, to go out 
of the land, or take them husbands at home of 
Aoac wretched strangers whom oor pie^ atkd cba< 
ri^ relieved. Of the natives there will be scarce 
a remnant incaerved; and thus the Biiti^ name 
may be eniungcrcd once more to be lost in the 



'* Tb« fieraicloiM MniiqoSDM rf caniag in thMC farei(nart 
ii iM H ib^d br Dr. Swift, in ths Eaimiur, No. KLI, aad 
XLViSnlinbuHlKorf oT lb* F«ar IsQ Ymti o( tta (^lan. A 
iM vft, '• tfaa piAlkk w>* a tasat kj tmtj Indirifasl «««iH ' 
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T^i'erc it not for fear of oflSMiding flie worthy 
doctor, I should be tem^ited ta compare hi;; sermon 
-virith one that some time since made so much noise 
i^ the world * ; but 1 am withheld by the consider- 
ation of its being ao universally condemned, nny 
prosecuted, en one side. Perhaps the chaplain 
general will not like the parallel ; there may be 
t'uund the same heat, the'same innuendoes, upon 
different sulijects, tliough the occasion be not so 
pressing. What necessity was there of preaching 
up war to an army, who daily enridi themselves by . 
the continuation of it ? Does he not think, loyalty 
and obedience would have been a proptrer subject ? 
7o have exhorted them to a pecaeverance in their 
duty to the queen, to prepare and soften tlieir minds, 
that they laay receive with rcsignatioHj if not ap- 
plause, whatever ber majesty shall think tit to 
transact. The doctor, wiibour suspicion of flattery, . 
might very well have extolled their great acti<»i3, 
and congrutiilated with tbem upon the peace we are 
likely to enjoy ; by which they will be at leisure lo 
reap the harvest of their blood and toil, talce their 
rest at home, aod be relieved frem (he burden atid 
danger of a cruel war. And as our gratitude will 
be ever due to Uiem, for delivering us from our 
distant enemy the Frerich, lo shall we have reajoii 
to bless whoever arc the authors of peace to these 
distressed nations, by which wc may be freed from • 
those nearer and much more fqnnidable enei^ies, 
discDDteat and poverty at home, 

• Tht walHcnuwn Hrmoa »f Dr. SMhcvirell. it. 
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" iThc VindidBtion of the Duke of Afarlborougli" 
H entirely of the Autlior of the Atalantis *, 

Journal to Stella, Oct. as, and Nov. 3, i;it. 

* M'l. Muilef, daughter oT ilr Roger Mm)aj, a zealnu] 
Rijatiit, waiurly in nfcEbeMcit4Dl<i m.iiriaKeivlth anearre* 
hliun, of ili« Une nanie, wtiM had U Ihc same linn a fanner 
wife Hriitf. t)«Hn«d bj hcc hoihand, (he wa paLronised tif 
ll.BdiitiieJioF ClevtIitoJ, a rhitti ^ of Cliafle/n ; bul Che ijo- 
cIhb, beitii of a fifkle temper, grew iireii of Mn. Manler in 
■ix monihtt and disctuiged h*r on pretence Ihat she inlrif ued 
Willi bcT loo. Reiiritig into inliinde, (he n'Tule her fini m- 
S-dy, " TlwRDiral Miuhief." Thu [da; bciof aclod in ligS 
wiiti gteai nicceu, therweiiid sucti aobDunded inceme fitni 
admiierf, thai hn aparlmenc was crowded with mea of vl( 
And gafclf, which in the etid provedfaul tohervirtne. lathe 
■3me rear, ib< aln puhluhed " The Lut Lavcr, or Jealmi 
Husbind," ■ cmnedjr. In her retired hotn the wmu tin 
•■ Atalantii ;" lor which, she hai>ia| made free in it wkb seii- 
ral disfinguiihed ctmnXnt, berpdiit«r«ai ap|>rebeiMled, hf a 
warriDl ImintheMcrelarT'iolfice. Mrs. M.iaier> imwilling an 
innocent penot) iliould sufGu-, ptesenteil hcTielf hcfore lb« court 
of kini't bench as the author. Lord Sntiderhnd, then tec reuir 
tA stale, being cgrioatto know from whom the got infurmaiioa 
of scleral pmiculan «bkti were ftippdwd abnre Iwr own in* 
nlligcncei ilie repliwii with gieat hnmiliif, " that she hid dd 
■taigii in writin|[, briber than ber own amiiicinetit and diicr- 
Rtm in the connirr, wilhoac inteDding particular refleduiiu and 
•hmcten; inAdidMniclbamthKooliodf WaicoMBiDailltitO 
her." W.lien lliil wai not beliovad, and the contrary urged 
■giinti hcL- by uTeral drcumUoceii ittt nid, " then it ntnt 
b« by inipiralionj blUDM, kaowing her own iniioceDCf, 
ttw cnitd xcootu far it no Mbet war." Whether thoM id 
r<)wtr were ashamed to bring a woman la trial for a law anig- 
Tuiis irifiefc or nhethec (hir cbartcters beiDg under fe^ncd 
ramei)(h*lawi<JidDOt>clniIIyMachher| the iHt dbcbarged 
^Fcer acrertl poblic examinBiioos.. On iba change of the ai- 
niilry, the liKd in repmalion and gayetfi and amoud herself 
)n writing poenu and lelien, and conversing with the will. A 
rnond editioa of a fdumeef herleuen watpuMiibcd 'd t7t] 
" Lacioi," a wen raceired tragedy, wai wrinen by her^ in 
acted in 17I7. U wat dedicated to sir Ridunt Steele, wh. 
»»'hm nn such frienJIy terim with her, thil ha wrote tlu 
prnim^nr toherpliy, at Mc. Fiiordid the epitogwe. Slit 4i(d 
I-ij ,1. .7.4. N. 
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ingenuity of the author wbo called himself " The 
Medleys" but never till how so thoroughly con - 
%-inccd of bis assurance. He (or one who personates 
him) appears, in a Tittle book called " Bouchain," 
as if he were in close conference and great intimacy 
with the Examiner; where, according to the unfair 
manner of modem dialoguR, he reserves all the wit 
and reasoning for himself, and makes the poor Ex- 
aminer one of the silliest, dullest rogues, that ever 
pretended' to speak or hear of politicks : nay, he 
has even treated him -worse than the real Medley * 
did ; who, (hough hired by the party to call him 
names by the week, had slill so much modesty, not 
to take away his understanding, though he did Ills 
integrity. But here he is made just as stupid as was 
necessary to introduce all the fine things tli^t arc 

* A periDilical paper, fiveDumhcrs oF which wera puhllsliail 
under llw liile of " Tiie Whig Examiner," by ttr, Addison 
and Mr. Arttiar Maynwarhigj and which wax concmoad by ths 
laum- (under that of " The Medley") in prafwacd oppniition 
In '• TiMi Exunioar," S»a ia Tol. XiUV, ttt oout so " Xha 
PrEe.it Suie o( Wk." H.. 
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thought fit to be said of this campaign; snd u 
directed to ask those question^ wliicli none that 
riads and lives la any pan of England can be np- 
po^cd to be ignorant of, oo purpo^ to heighten tbc 
glory of the general, aiidalwse the capacities of the 
present iiiiniMty. This method of his seems to be 
ci-iiicd from tlut great genius and champion of thrir 
cause, the Obscrvator " i and our Examiner ffcis the 
part of his countrymaA Rt^er, ulrich, ho^ agreeable 
to ibe spirit and sense of t be Examiner, may lie easily 
judged trum his writings, which have met with a 
general approbation for iheir wit and learning. 

But, leaving the falseness and improbability of 
the diction, 1 sltall oiHy consider the malice and de- 
sign of this houle-feii, thdt would set tlie people oa 
flame, and advance the general to a lieight where 
none had ever been hoisted before, only for the bare 
Consequences that attend his being at the bead of 
an anuy so often victorious, so well paid and en- 
couraged, with no enemies in view but those whom 
it was familiar to ttieiatoovercome, and who though 
^uperiour in nnmber (as indeed they were) yet are 
wholly dispirited by continued losses, and at present 
restrained by the positive commands of their mo- 
narch } who has given it in charge to monsieur Vil- 
lui'S) nut to venture the 'army but upon manifest 
advantages ; so that nothing might be left to for- 
tune, which had appeared ap contrary to them of 
laie, and seems to have so great a hand m the rise 
and fall of empii'es, aad,^hat period which is set to 
human glory.' 

1'his new Medley would bespeak our conipassioD 
for his hero, by tclUng of " the hard usage be has 
met with, and the sufficient reason he has had to 
be disgiulcdj hts scaudaloos manner of trcatmeiit 
from ue Examiner and his par^; for," he sayi, 
■■ tie is ■eiwU>te the usage ha gave him was not 
« A (wnodiul pipar bf Ridptttnnd Tulcldn. If . 
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wholly fivm himielf." And again, " Tlidt the 
duke of Marlborough is devested of all interest 
and authority, botb at home and in the army ; 
whom so much pains have been' taken to mortity, 
that be might either in discontent tlyow up his 
conunand, or continue in it witliout honour ; 
whom we iKboured to make the mark of publick 
hatred i as if it were impossible for liberty and 
gratitude to consist together, and men were to be 
ill used for no otlier reason but because they could 
not be used so well as thby deserve." And ^r- 
thcr, " Your friends may use tlie duke of Marlbo- 
rough as ill as they please : but let them be assured 
in the end, this will certa'nly lum upon them- 
selves i and the time will come, when it will be as 
safe to speak truth of the present ministry, as it ia 
now to belie the old! and then, my friend, yon 
may hear fanber from mc." Who, after this, 
would itot conclude the duke of Marlborough had 
been turned out of all, his estate contiscated, and 
hiutsetf under the most rigitf sentence^ Nothing 
less should have provoked this audacious person tu 
have taken such liberty of speech, and been guilty 
of such threatenings against the persons the queen 
is .pleased to honour aod trust. Yet, that we may 
examine thmgs more caoUy than this incendiary; - 
what hardships has this great man to complain of? 
i believe we shall scarce find any precedent among 
the Romans, that their generals abroad ever tliought 
themselves disobliged, upon the removal of a tjuaes- 
tor at home, or the changing one secretary for 
another -, and yet this is the height of that discon- 
tent they so much complain against. I'he queen, 
vtbo seems directed by Heaven,, as a reward for 
her piety, iu the choice of her ministers and officers, 
did herself set the duke of Marlborough at the 
head of her army : she knew his long cxpetience 
ia military aft'airs ; that he had nm through all the , 
c c a - • ■ ,\'- 
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tei'eril degrees of gcrvire, and either had a geniu^ 
for war, ot nolliing, No man ever entered opon 
bis cumtnand with greater encouragement .■ the love 
aud smiles of hii jiorerei^, the good wishes, of the 
people, and if not the personal love of the sd- 
diers, yei the hatred ihev had for t^ie enemy, and 
their sufferings during tlie late peace, gave them 
a double edge to war, and made them gain SDch 

- glorious viciorieB, which all must own were got by 
the bravery of tiie Er^ish, Their personal valour 
prored of uie, when neither genius in the geneful 
nor extraordinary conduct was required ; thuu^ 
Done vill dispute his excelling in either: i( has 
chanred that our "greatest victories have beea ob- 
tai^ied more by the courage of the soldiers than the 
finesse of the commander ; yet he has reaped ail Ihe 
sditittagc. Is he not the richest and greatest sub- 
ject in Christendom ? Has there not been a more 
diau ordinary application, since the troops under his 



ffiierf thing that was necessMy ? 
luaiESty's subjeCTs were left anpa id, care was takea 
ttiat moiiey shoald not be wanting for the war in 
Flanders. Even' upon the change of ministry, it 
was ahnost the first act of power in the new, to bor- 
- row money to send 10 the army under the duke of 
Marlborough's command. He was so far from 
being " devested (rf all authority both at home and 
rfjroad," that there was not any change iri what re- 
lated to iirs grace's family, save the golden key*; 
which, afiei long Walling, was thftught necessary 
to i>e iiestowcdupon a person, who would not thinic 
hfrielf grown too great for the indispensable atten- 
dsncc o( the plaoe. The queen, nay th« new mi- 

* Tli» iIiichMt of Miril>nrBUKh wai giww of tlio OsAt, frst 

pri-,y poiM. The!,it!trcifiice v.3.% inta to Mri. ftjasliaaii Un 

■Aera h) Ihe iludieit of Somerset. K. 
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blisters, used his grnce with the same goodness and 
cxjnfidence, in rdalion to his charge, as tlic former 
did. What occasion was there for discontent ? did 
Jie ask any favour, and was refused it ? had hot her 
majesty forgiven, nay forgot tjiat iuprcjn© mark of 
arrogance in the duke of Marlborougli, when he 
durst show himself disobliged at her giving away 
one regiment, without first obtaining his Icaye as 
general"? was there anv remembrance, but in his 
own thoughts, of all that Jiad been done hy his 
party, to perpetuate his command? If he was really 
disgusted, because one of his song-in-law +. and tJia 
fattier of another t, were reraoi'ed } how ungrateful 
find undutifnl was that behaviour to the person tliat 
liaJ so wonderfully raised Lim ; to a soyereign, 
who had honoured him with such liuperUtive marks 
of her favour! It is possible he might only seein 
di scon tented, to please h'ls family, though, i,t has 
been sliown, without reason ; to, which they inter- 
preted his going to Blenlieim just before the queen's 
birthiJay, Irom whence he returned the day after j 
as if hp purposely chose lo omit .paying his duty 
and respfcts upon so retnarkable an occasion, 
. But yhat mortifications, what hardships, Srs Uiesq 
w'liich our author comi-lains of ? . Was his cbmmis7 
sion liraited ? had he .sot power [o advance or re- 

* The reglAiiflt tari*iO<ifit t^ Algeifhiin Cipe!, flle tjj 
•M'of BMIlr, NetMllne vwauiEoa hi«b«)ng appoinwil -MiWiS- 
bltof IW Te<mr, ]iki*a6, 1707 1 ttie ^fltta Intended u Im- 
.KMvicufvn Mr. Hillv jSIn niJiiiW tM-pteworetD it\t dub* 
of Uulboiougb I wliartCuwil bis codkiHi ;[iuI retired in taftt 
io (he countiy. , After some beolS, the legiment was givCD to 
i third peTSun. On the destli of the Criil of Essex, in Jaiiuaiy 
1708-9; 'he coftmiand nf The Tower warbesiDwed 00 eail 
|t.iMri, bf a.OMir)vinM ketwteti Ida tfiMt «nJ Mn HlrlCTi 
to oppotitio;! to the niitin of the duke of MaclhorquEJii wliii 
ItttitRUed that oMcef^ the duke bl ttortliuitlbnluid. N. 

■f Tne Mrttf Stinderlmid. JX. 
' -J TtMMrloI'aalotiitiln- N. 
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treat ? was>he forbiddan to besiege or fight ? was be 
conmundcd to take no steps but what were directed 
from above ? wbcrein was he devested of his au- 
thority? wbcD was this barbarous usage ? was there 
any person hired to assassinate his fame, or take 
away his life ? what conspiracy, what confederacy, 
to make criminals accuse nim ? did any of bts ene- 
mies tamper with momieur de Guiscard, and offer 
him his life, pardon, and money, to lay his villany 
upon the duke ? Had the persons here in power a 
mind tliat his designs this campaign should mis- 
carry, how easy would it have been for them to 
have ett'ectually disappointed them, and without 
being discovered i An artfiil hand can make more 
wonderful, though concealed, movements. Bnt, 
instead of such usage, has he not been supplied^ with 
all possible vigour ? was not a young general sent 
off*, that the duke o£ Marlborough might have no 
eccasioa of discontent, nor appearance for com- 
plaint } were not his soliUen, flushed with many 
victories, eager and impatient to be led on to more? 
fUd he not very well know, as I have said before, 
that mcmsieur ViUars durst not fight him, though 
be l)ad greater numbers than the duke, since tte 
kitig bad fortndden his venturing his army without 
evident advantages ? are not the French dispirited 
and overawed by the niperiour genius of the Eng-' 
lish, by whom uey have been so often vanquished i 
is it then such a wonder^ after all the glorious vic- 
tories the duke of Marlborough has obtained, that, 
with the same fortune, the same cause, the same 
anny, and againtt the same enemy, bis grace has 
added one jnteripur fortress to his greater conquests? 
are the Senwt and tfae Scheldt more formidable 
riven than the Danube or the Rhine? are cHily 

• Th« dtike of Ornnnd I whohidbMnMiilioPnmoaatttq 
yainafiga, and on hit tciun; wuxdmiiiedoCChrict Church, 
Oxford 1 of which nDlTcnii)! Ii« vu ilutwiti ctuqcdloc, Ut 
dioANov.ifi, 1745, lohiiEiurtar. H. 
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pasting the line$ near Boiichain more wonderful 
than beating the French in their lires near Brabant ? 
or have our former campaigns been sg barren of 
great actions, that wc need so much crj up the 
passing of two rivers and one morass, 'Where none 
durst oppose thcni ; as if the general's glorjr were 
never consummaCe till now; or as if indeed he 
could have dune less, eicept he had been resolved 
to do nothing, which could scarce have been, with 
an army so lull of ardour to fight ? These flights - 
of joy, upop so small an occasion, seem lo me just 
as reasonable, as if some great conqueror should 
land in England, beat all our armies, and take Lon- 
don in one campaign -, and yet reserve his triumplis 
and tlie people's aednmations for the next, oiily 
upon the taking of Islington. 

Whether tJus action, in respect to those the duke 
of Marlborough has performed betbrc, deserves to 
be valued to that height our author carries it, jpay 
be gathered from what sir W. Temple says ; " In 
MayMdyS, the king of France sent the duke of 
Orleans to besiege Houchain, with some part of his 
troopH, being a small though strong place, consider- 
able for its situation to the dt^feuce of the SpaniKh* ■ 
Netherlands. The king, witli ihe strength of his 
army, posted himself so advantageously, as to itln- 
der the prince of Oraflge from being able to relieve 
it, or to fight without disadvantage. The atjnics 
eontioued some days fticing one another, and sevc-. ■ 
ral times drawing nut in order to battle, which nei- 
ther of them thought fit to begin. Bouchain was 
surrendered the eighth dxy of the si^e ".'■ Behold 
the same circumstance, attended with the same 
corfquest, dift«ring only in the number of days, in 
which the disadvautage lies> by many; on his gracc^'i 
lide ! 

* SeoTe^pl*')M«Dain, p. iSj. N. 
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I can never believe the duke of Marlborough nclll 
think himself obliged to the author of tliis paper, 
tor represcniing hira as "a mortified person, and 
one devested of all authority both at home and 
abroad ;" no more than I do imagine that liis 
grace can in his own nature be undutiful to thaC 
power that has raised him; however accidentally he 
ifiight once be wanting in that respect he owted the 
queen, in the lousiness of the regicneot btflongtng 
the late earl of Essex*. Nor, when I remember 
hbw much he did formerly for conscience sake, 
and the interest of the church of England, can I 

fersuade myself he will iiow engage against it. 
[ow seasonably did he decline king James's service, 
when the papists and dissenters were united in in- 
terests to destroy the church ; king James, to whom 
the duke of Marlborough was engaged by the highest 
gratitude! He had saved his life in the Gloucester 
frigate, and honoured his grace's family so far as to 
mingle his Qwn royal blood wiih it. pid not ihs 
duke Marlborough forego the interests of his 
sister and her clilidren, his nephews and nieces, that 
Jie was so fund of before, for the good of his country, 
and the security of the proteslant religion ? was lie 
not coijiriving to deliver up the king to the prince of 
Orange I, if the design had not been prevented.* 
* Sea abuvr, fi.ig]. N, 

f Tlie niglit befire lie left Lamlon, a conspiracy was foimtd 
hy someof liis chief of1ie:ti Id seize his person, and C-j dellr^ 
^im into Ibe liands of itie piince of Orange. The carl of Ro- 
dielttr, tliQ )at\i Chiircliil), tlw bi«ha[i of LnhdMi f Dr. Htnrf 
Csmpton], EJr GeoigeHcuiil, tirith t(>venlt4tiart, ntsi u Mi- 
HatMD Civiiiptaii's lod^ngt in Si. Allun't stntc. Aftei a ]aag 
ttebaie, cofcuimnj; ilie means uf geiirin j la the ben purpose Ilie 
princa "( Ui';'ii:'<^, it was M leiigib resolvei], dial RiKhesler 
shouUI aitend 'Ve kin^io S^isbitt7, tsbeuay tiiseaunteli loiu 

James w^^icn c.:iil<l hat be tone, wtioii Maine WM staff affi. 
cei on ijiiiv. SliotiU Maioa and the giurds rcsix, nu lafeif re, 
niamid but iu ^ispaiclMiiEtbe king. Chiircliilt, bai peiliip, 
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and did be not withdraw himself from h is*' bdnef ac- 
tor, to serve aEainst him under his greatest enoenyj 
protesting, in fits letter to the king, " that hii de- 
sertion t'rom his majesty proceeded from no iSlher 
cause, than the inviolable dictate* of conscience, ' 
and a high and necessary' concern for his rrligibn, 
'with which he was instructed that nothing could 
come In competition • !" Did the duke -do all 

-Veiy unjudly, i; saiJ ti> have undertaken Ihii h.irbarun> itr- 
vicB. The design iif (e img [he king is asetrlained from vari- 
olic quarters ; but sn iiiteniicin to itali or pftul Hint, in tm^ of 
mitunc*, l! (00 ihocking to msilt credit, vtlttunit iha moK 
p*uti«a, cteir, mi decisivB proof). The tniy «rid«i«c of tim 
fict it the ileatlibed cinifntiannf sir ptorge Howie ; nho, atciE 
having roceiveJ emoliimenis and Juinoori [mm Wiiliiio, r«- 
peiitEil, in his lad momentt, o( his conduct toward hi) fcirmBT 
m alter.— James, soipecting Churthill and the duke of Qratton, 
one* inliinded lo bivc Mni Unm, under ■ giuni, to ftirts- 
niouth ; but b* judged tlut tereriiy, iomail it Mdng, wodA 
hurt his ifbitt. Macpbehdh, , . 

• Hit dcserlian frum kine James might in some meiisiffe b« 
excused Fiom its iilility. But hii de ign of placing that unfor- 
tunate rrince a captive in tbe liands <tl liit rival ii Ui[ei1y ilicoil- 
(ixent with ib« comninn feeling) ofminkind. - H'iih regard to 
MiM, tie w*i a beaef.Ktor, a friend, aad evan n fithef. H» 
raitul HIM fromobsnriiy to iudapendcDcak to fortvoe, nd to 
honour. Ha placed uiH in that only 41^1^ ttiat could reniter his 
descriion Jebliuclive to his own alfairj. If his misconduct bad 
rendered Jjmcs unwonhy nf Hie returns of gratituiie due ta 
other men, -why Wat kinf William also deceived ? If tio mei- 
loroi wert to be kept with either of thoift moMrchs, w*if 
wai EB(tand bciniyed lo her aiorill nemy > Tltoiigli ibno 
qa*5tioiit ran icarcely ba antwcied to tatu fiat ion, tbey ailoiif 

mmt be maUe for their passions nnd fiaihies, The attention to 
imereit, which pasted throogh the whote cotiducl of Marlbn- 
roDgh, BtfEhl rajE"" 'o •''' proUente, to quit the forlonei of I 
laui kppVcnily riiHlnM fur tKiti. His spirit migl^ indoee him 
to oppote kirn Willbm ; as the cold reserve, n*tlect> 4r>d 
aveision ollhat piiiicc, m^gkL uffend his pride, [n this ualeof 
iniuil, his lorilslnp conU hardly SEparate the interest of Iha 
kingdont from Char of ihe kio^ : and he Informed ihe'French 
Giitiit of ih« expei>iiiaa agaidsiBrest j^m itij^j, noiVirilh a 
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du* for the church of Ei^land ; and will onr aa- 
thw, fx mj of the whiggish side, persuade us he 
can M far recede from his former principles, to Uke 
putf agatoit that verj church he has hdpcd to pre- 
■ ierre ? to join in opposition to her with her Uttercst 
fou, wh^n he ii already as great and rich as a sub- 
ject ought to be ? 

No ! no ! Such restless spirits as this writer, who, 
inthewordaof Mr. Dryden, " fire that world whicil 
the/ were sent by preaching to warm," those 
" Phaetons of mankind," abuse the rt^tatitw of 
the greatest peracms, and do tfacnuelves honour at 
the expense of others, who, being equally ignorant 
af many things, vet pretend to determine of all the 
aSatrsof war and the cabinet i tocnSarae the peo- 
ple, abuse the mitustry, and the queen through 
themi to trouble the waters, in hopes crowns and 
nitra may be found floating on the surface, and 
ready to f^l to the tbare of the boldest hand. 

we shall next consider the " scandalous manner 
of treatment" the duke of Marlborough, as this 
writer tclU us, " has met with {cofa the Examiner 
and bis party /' for, he is sensible, the usage be 
earefaimwas " not wholly from himself." How can 
he be sensible of that ? For to this day It does not 
appear who the Examiner is, not that be had instruc- 
tions to talkof Craiisus, CtLtilinc, or Antboay. That 
pen still remains concealed ; ueitber resvards nor pre- 
sents hive been given to any, that we can suppose 
was autiior of those papers. Whoever he were, he 
has had the modesty not to reveal himself, though 
his remarks were only against those persons whom 
tlie queeu had diouglit £t to dispense with from far- 
ther serving her ; the general excepted, as this 
writer would have ns believe ; but he is the satirist, 
wbo makes the application. Cannot a person treat 

doiign of twing levenBed on William, than with a view tCKIctTf 
Franc* al tlie expense of England. MAcrHixioN. 
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of the excessive avarice jud sordid behaviour of 
Marcus Crassus, but, because ibe duke of Marl- 
borough is kDown to be an extreme good husband 
of his money, he must needs intend his grace as a 
parallel ? Indeed ! Does this libeller think there is 
BO near a resemblance between them ? Why, where 
then is the injustice ? To show that there ha» been 
anjr, let hira convince us lh;it his grace is become 
generous, or less iu love with riches ; and the com* 
parison will cease. But till then, though he were 
tlie contjuerw of Europe, instead of Flanders, the 
people will be apt to detest a vice they are sure to 
itutter by ; regarding it as a counterpoise to the 
bravest actions, or indeed the oply motive to tlie 
performance of them : and where interest is su- 
spected to be tlie spur to glory, the reputation will 
always be leas clear and shiniDg. As to the com- 
parison with Catiline, I find not the least ground 
for it; nor can it be so intended, though the old 
Medley, with his noCur quotation, has charged it 
upon the Examiner. The passage is in tlie fourth 
Kxamincr *, to which I refer the reader, which can 
never, I hope, be applicable to England j for, how 
nmbltious soever a general may prove, a brave, true 
English army cannot create either fear or danger of. 
their becoming a mercenary army. But the author 
farthei' tells us, the Examiner was " pleased to 
make the civir~conipariBon of the duke of Marl- 
borough and his duchess, to Anthony and Fulvia." 
What is there said of Anthony h so little, that it ii 
scarce worth, any body's taking it to themselves. I 
am sorry an author cannot introduce a figure, though 
in poetry, of a haughty, proud, wrathful, and envi- 
ous woman, but the application nuist be preseDtly 

• It iiinthefonr-ninlh Examiner. This il >a Kldition^ 
pnxit (if ii Bttded inf ) that Dr. Swift.mwc is far ai Mo. f ;> 
Mtt. Manliy begin No. 46; indcalU No. 49, tiio toutth. Seir 
the JUlterliiEnuiii prelixetl tu vol. Y. H. 
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made to Iu» hand : as if there were no vices in 
history, but what could be paralleled in life ! In 
Euch a casCi 1 must say, as l-did jast bef<«C iu that 
of Crassus, witli this adJiiioo, that sure there must 
be some sort of resemblance^ or one's very, friends 
woold never dare to raake t)ic ready comparison ' 

Beholiherc, thcuimostof that charge ibis author 
has drawn up, of wkit has been done, by way of 
mortification, to ibe duke of Marlborough. Alas ; 
this is but one instance of thi: liberty of the prea ! 
whereas the present ministry may complain of a^ 
hundred : but their beads arc too strong to be shaken 
by such impotent blair? or disordered by every li- 
belee's majico. What clouds of pointless arrows, 
tbougli sent with a gocnlwill, have flown from the 
Observalor, the Bevi^w, and Medley ! how have 
greot a»d mean geniuses united to asperse their con- 
duct, and turn the mam^emcnt of the late persons 
in power upon these ! Humoufocs, senseless bal- 
lads ; tbolisl) parallels ) the titles of Oxford and 
Mortimer*, have been an ample field. Who but 
must despise such wretched wits ! I could quote se- 
veral others, if it were not reviving tliem from their 
obscurity, or rather giving new life to those stiUbran, 
shapeiess births, which but just appeared and perish- 
ed. Nnr dq I remember any person to have so iiar 
gloried in those monstrous productions, as to owa 
being a parent to them, but the renowned Dr. Hare f. 
The clone of his fourth letter of the " Management' 
of tlie War" is indeed very extraordinary. ; where 
be tdls, " If they should describe the duke of 
Marlborough to be a short, black, fauish, ill- 
shaped, mqn, that loves to drink hard, never speaks 
to be utideritood, is extremely revengeful and. ill- 
bred ; if. they should represent his mind, to be a 

<* Sac « The Liv« of Roger Moclinicr aail Robcri HatkTi' 
Tfi". N. • 

+ See p. 27*. N. 
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eomplicalidu of all ill qqalities," &o. ' Here is 
more malice, though less wit and truth,, than any 
thing they aceuse in the Examiner. In times of 
liberty and factioR, we must expect that the be^t 
paeons will be hbelled ; tlie dlSerdice lies in the. 
skill of the libeller. One draws near the Vit'e; 
aitotber must write the name under, or else we can- 
not understand : for, as yet i never met one person,, 
that conld find out who Dr. Hare designed, by his 
short, black, fattisfa, ill'sliaped ni'an ; thougii he 
has so for exceeded the liberty the Examiner haa 
taken, as to prelend to paint the very lineaments of. 
tiie body, as well aa those of the mind. 

Thus far you see what little renson onr.author haa 
to complain for the duke of -Marlhorougli's hard- 
Hsage ; but he grows bolder, and, in ».ist despair of 
tlie continualion of a war from which he reape so 
Enan;^ advantages, attacks what (ootwitJ)Btanding 
the many rednementfl of some late patriots) I take 
still Eo be an undoubted prerog^itive of the crown, the 
power of making peace and war. Tkis author, 
treating the (jucen with 39 lit^e consideration as 'his 
patrons used (o do, doe« not io much as consult her 
■najesty's wlsdiHH and inclination }- but supposes, 
" DO Britisli parliament will ever be chosen here, 
that will ratify an ill peace, or will not crush the 
bold man who shall propose it." This is like wh^ 
he snys, " That the time will come, when it wili 
be as safe to apeak truth of the preeent miniatiy, as 
it ia to belie the old." What'Can one suppose from 
these ihreateriiigs ? They are such ae in wisdon> 
should, never be made, scarce with an army to back 
them: did 1 not know the Joyaltyof ours, I should 
fear, from cur anther's great intelligeiiee, that they 
weri* in ihe secret, to frighten .the ministry and 
parli.inunit from taking into conbi deration the una- 
nimous wl-ji^s and wants of our people, who have 
sustained so lonj; a war, .to the ruin of th|?ft,;^ade^ 
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atul a vnst expense of iht-ir blood and treasai«, 
upon kiich disinterested views as atire no people be- 
lidea ever di«^ W« very well know his reasons, 
f<fi providing peace stioutd not be made vitbout 
Spain * ; yet, vhen all tbiMc kingdoms and depeti' 
d^tidcs wtre untied to the empire, ibe house of 
Austria was more terrible to Europe than the house 
of fiotitbon has bern since ; and a confederate war 
wjs then successfully carried on, as now, to fix tbe 
balance of'power. Let us but consider what iroa- 
dnful thin^ tbia ministry has already dacie j l«t us 
enter into their character and capacity, their trae 
love of their country, and sincere endeavours for ia 
welfare ; and then may our hearts be at rest ; and 
conclude, that whatever peace the; shall think fit to 
advise, will be the best that thev could obtain, £x 
the safety of the cburcb, the gltn'y of their sove- 
reign, and tbe ease and happiness of her wfaole peo- 
pie. Let them that would oppose it consider how 
many millioDt this (»ie year's war hath cost us, when 
all the great actions penonned by a great army, with 
a greater general at th^r head, hath been only gain- 
hig one single fortress ; an action so much gloried 
iai, and so tar magnified, that we are made to think 
it is of equal importance to tbe most fortunate cam- 
paigns ! Let OB consider how long we shall be aU« 
to pa^ such a price for so small a conquest ! I speak 
only of our money ; haviiig learnt by good example 
not to value the blood of those poor wretches that 
are yearly sacrificed in vast numben, in trenches, 
■ud at the foot of walled towns. But say we weie 

* Thnngb Martborongh thowcd hu Ipuhf tbMi *» tx- 
|)CblcJ rrDtn hit forOMr cliaracier, hii sneimet lomiihed tiim. 
«ilh (iitGcinK renoDi fur hu lecwiinwnc Tlw accJ-'toii 
wliich chiefl]' ruiocd hi* credit with ilw Dulion appcin mw id 
han been maliciuut uidunjmt. Hs wuiaid (o have sacrfinil 
(he war In Spain to Im otvn optruinnt in nsmlerf, totTKiQ 
kwambHinn, and ^M tiis iaardirumaTirkh M< 
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even Bt the gates of Puis, nay that Paris were ours, 

'wrliaL allay would itiat be to our persoiiRl sutfeiiiigt 

at. home } Let m Look into our gazettes, for tlie 

xnKnbcr of baukriiptj } along the streets of our niq- 

■ ropolb, aod observe but die decay of trade, the 

scwenl shops shut up, and more in daily apprelieii- 

mioa of faiUng. Let us remove ourselves into tlie 

coaxnty, and see tlie penury of country gentle^ 

■nen with siuail eitates aud numerous families, that 

pay in such large praportiQns to the war ; and there 

let us inquire how acceptable, nay how Indlspiensa- 

Uc, pence is to their further subsistiog. True ! 

there U still a great deal of money in En^and : but 

m whose baodfi i Those who have had the manage- 

loent of such ptodiglous sums as have been given 

tbcK last three and twenty years, on pretence of 

carrying od the war. Inquire what KUtas tlje laie 

Ifxd treasurer * lelt the ejichcqucc, and what ini- 

meiue debts in tlie navy and elsewhere : how th« 

Itmda were all anticipated or lo^ed. Observe but 

what industry has been used, tliat the late party 

should part with none of their vast wealth to asnLst 

. the preseBt exigency ; and fcen let us wonder at the 

wiiraom and conduct of that miuistry, which has 

been able to wade through all these difficulties, re* 

Uofe credit, and uphold the armies abroad: and 

c-an we doubt, afteiv tfaig,-of their entering into the 

true interests of the nation, or dispute the peace 

they shall think ftt to advise the t^tuxa to make ? 

How can our m-ilicious author say, ." That it wiU 

be a severe mortilication for so great and successful 

B general, to sec the frnils of hia victories tlirown 

^11 away at once, by a shameful and scandalous 

peace [ aiier a war of moe years, carried un with 

coatiaued successes, greater tbaa have been known 

in stmy } And how griev,jruB must it be to him, to 

« Lord OoMfOun. N. 
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Jiave no footstep remain, except the building at 
Woodslock, of all the great advantages which he 
has obtained for the quet^n and the British nation, 
against their dangerous enemy; and consequentlr 
ol his own extraordinary merit to her majesty moA 
hla country?" No! are thq' about to take the 
garter frinn him ? to unprincc, uaduke him ? to 
confiscafe all Kn large posieasions, except Wood- 
stock ? tliote vast somn in tlie banks of Venice, 
Genoa, and Amsterdam*? his stately movables, 
valuable paintings, costly jewrfs, and, in a word, 
those immense richer of which himself and fait lady 
<ai good an accomptant ai she is) do not yet know 
■die extent of? Are all tliese, 1 say, to be resumed, 
end noThiag remaining bnt that edifice or memattn 
of a subject's ambition, the stately waDs of Blen- 
heim, built while his gracious bcnciactress is con- 
tented to take up her ttsidence in an old patched 
lip palace, during the burden of a heavy war, with- 
out once desiring to rebilUd Whitehall, li!l by the 
blesiing of peace her subjects shall be capacitated 
to undergo the necessaij t«es ? I am ashamed to 
enumerate those obligHions the duke has to bis 
tjuecn and country, while he has such wretched anil 
ungrateful adTocates, who bellow his uneasiness, 
and exag»;rate his mortilic^tiona. It is the Aiisfor- 
taneof the times, that wfecannot explain to our own 
|ieo]de the occauon we have for a pcaca, without 
letting our enemic* into our necessities, by which 
they may rise in their demands. Could there be i 
poll made, and veneris collected from house to house, 
we should quickly seer how unanimons our pet^t 

*' Bstide Ihe pMcuion secnritr of Vat two (onott eF thcs« 
baolu, <hCT gm faul j pcr.ceotinlereUt atthu tnatu wl«i i, 
,9i'ot Id pcracmwuiwRnipnin Eoilnd. , Thii ptontdtbcr - 
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wnx for a peace; those encepted, who eltiipr gain 
by ihe war, or, concealing their hoards, pay but 
■m nil proporl ions toward it; an art well known and 
practised in ihis groat cily, wlicre a person worlh 
nuiiiy tiiousantls shall get himself rated at but one, 
two, or three hundred pounds stock; wliile the 
poor Ipnticd man is forced to pay to the extent, be- 
•rause Lis estate is kno«-n, and accordingly valued. 

Toconciude: I tliink, in thehands weare Jn, we 
need not. dispute our !>afety ; and if, as this aiiliior 
-would insinuate, even a separate peace should be 
intended by some of our allies, after the example of 
our wise neighbours the Dutch at the treaiy of 
Kiiiie^tien, the generality of the people will be 
rasily brought to agree that it is belter than no peace 
at all. They know that our ministry are so welt Sc- 
qu:^inted with the true interest of the nation, and 
ai-e io tender of its welfare, (Hat they will not con- 
sent lo take one step in this affair, but what makes 
for the glory oj' the queen, and the happiness of her 
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•■ 4%t il qVc^D IUztksth'<iUrMid*]N fttillf kt)K itt' (fus 
lawn by prentice), fcc. But the tvhigi doigned a mighty pm< 
ceuion bf niilnitlil i.nai h>^ laid.otil k thouund poimrii, to 
dreu up tbs pope, deviJ, catdmalt, Saclicverell, be aod carry 
lliecn with lopcbM (bnitl and bqni ibcni. Th^ iHd it by cod- 
ttibuiioa. ' OftitTp'relliVguin^Ei &at tlhj'wereStized UK 
ni|lit by oilier frooi the tecraary." 

JourAalta Slelli, No*. 17, 1711. 

'< I ini toU Uis uvwen »« to unptidctic ih*i ibay iouodlo 
rei>Kvr them b^ U<a. ' I aiti atsated tbittbe S^i«nf thedelil 
u DUdeii lilu larJ lieasorer ai ilicy conld." — Ibid. Nor. 19. 

" l<>wH»-d»ytlwpflpa) rHe-i)e*il, imV e>m other ligum of 
catdindi, &c. fiheea in all, which hive made incti » noise. I 
hare put an undenlrapper upon arritiiic a [wopeany pamphltt, 
to giTs an account of Itw whole desiEn."— Ibid. NoT.iti, 
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aiBj London, AW. s^, ijrf, 

"X AM very sorry so tiTrablesomo a companion as thft 
joftt Jclays Uie |ileasure 1 expected by j'our conver- 
Siilioii ill lovvn. You desire to' know the truth of 
■what }0U- call "a riaiculoua story," inserted in 
Uyer's Lsuer*" and "The Postboy f," coa- 
ceruing ilie figures tlinl were sciaed in Drury lane, 
and seeio-d only designed fo* the <!i-. i:rsion of the 
mob, tu rouse their old autipafhy to poprry, and 
■«re:it« new aversion in them ui d:e pretender. I^ 
"Bic^eed, thi? I'.nd been llu :i' onij intLnt, your rtflec- 
ttiiiis would be .reasonable, and your compasuon 
■prirdorable. It is an odd sort of go:>d nature, to 
gritve ai ih? r.'.bhle's biing disappointed of their 
aport, or',' as yon ple.ii:: to tcr.il it, of *liat would 
jor (he time b^ii^g have ceitaialy made them »ery 
kappy." But, mi, you will not tail to chaage 
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your opiaion, when I ehall tdl yon, that thae «v 
never a blacker design fonned, hdIcmi it were blow- 
ing up the padiamenttioase. No mortal can fioFCsee 
what might liavc been the ill cf&ctt, if it had once 
«omc to execution. We ue well assured, thai, 
under pretence of custom and zeal, and what thcf 
call an innocent dlTerslotij lurked a dangerous oon- 
spiracy : for whoever goes about to disturb the pub- 
lick peace and tranquillity, muat needs be "w-ml^f to 
the queen and her government. 

You have been tDformed of the surprising genent- 
sity and £t of housekeeping the Gennan princes * 
has been guilty of this summer, at her oountiy sea^ 
in direct contradiction to lier former thrifty manage- 
ment ; yet, to do her justice, she is not so pardmo- 
oiouB as her lord, nor sets half that value upon a 
guinea : though her dexterity in getting be as great 
as Iu9, he outdoes her in preserving. She has bad 
8 wonderful address in some things 1 witness the 
known etory of the diamond f, which is as great 
an instance of good management on her side, as nxj 
lord's making one suit of clothes serve three sets t£ 
'buttons can be of b^ frugality. She seans to have 
forgottnij or rather outlived, all the softer passions, 
those beautiful blemishes for which they are oflen 
pitied by our aex, but never really bated. Wrath. 
■It nature, spleen, aad revenge, are those with whom 
her ladyship has been in league for many months: 
she has even &llen into the common weakness ti 
unfortunate women, who J^ve recourse to mlly M- 

*' Tlw Eogliih general, the duke of Mirbofoash, wu wah 
nMTBhiugMy thu bafora, bf tbeom^uBeal, ftrit v«laili 
more, wbich nrismad* him b; Ibvcnpafsr, ofawCin|iwB4 
rkiHciarTHitHFiii, bftbetittiufM'ldeahaai.iliUlttcin- 
cipalliT ill the clum of Iha tnuM aF B*varia. Miiifiiai*. 

f Tlni^ thii be attw fyrtettaa. Dr. Swift Ins |iLHM*iti< 
•mther diamond Korr to ttiMadf'slMDoar, intba jMmllU 
»Mis, AprUii, t;!). K. 
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ttrws called conjurers ; or perhaps in imitation of her ' 
iTijOtheK her Udyahip wanted ft Tciy witch; she 
■wrould give any thing to conTcrsc with a real witch ; 
at last sbe took up with a wizard, an ignorant cKa- 
tare, who pretends to deal with the stars, and, by 
correspcFndiDg with thief-catchers, helps people to 
their p;ood9, when they have been stolen. To please 
bcr hishnesH, be renved an old cheat, of malciDgan 
image like the person she most hated; upon which 
image he would so far work by enchantment, that 
him it represented, from that moment should grow 
distempered, and languish out his short life in divers 
sorts of pains. Since the wizard was taken into the 
Sady's pay, a certain great man has happened to be 
indisposed ; by which mean; she remains very well 
satisfied with the experiment, and imagines this acci- 
dent to be owing to the force of her enchantment, 
from which sbe promises benelf still greater events. 
Though we langb at the folly, we cannot but remark 
the malice of the attempt- 
On Friday the sixteenth of November, the heads 
of the party met at the new palace', where tlie late 
▼iceroyt recountttd to them^hebappy disposition of . 
a&irs; and concluded, " That, notwithstanding all 
their misfortnhes, they had still to-morrow for it." 
This person, who had so often boasted himself- upon 
bis talent for mischief, invention, lying, and for 
making a certain lillibullero song, with which, if you 
will beliei'e himself, be sung a deluded prince out of 
three kingdoms, was resolved to try if, by the cry of 
" No peace, high church, popery, and the prc- 

* Thcwwna, Kconline to the poblicatiaiii oF tha time, (ha 
duke of Onfton, the earlof Godidpliin, Dr. Gmb, Ih> dnLeoC 
Soowraet, itw mrl of Sanderland, lard Soawti, th« eirl of Whar- 
ton, >nd kvd ilalifax, alluwiuberec^thefdnioaiKit-kilCtDbi . 
to nhicfa iho dulu of Harlbonogh alio bclongsd. Sm " Poll* 
licilStalB," Monnber, 1711. N. 

f TboinMi uilol Wharton, if Cenrud created It rotr^ait. H, 
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tender," be could halloo ^nollier in. TbCK wne 
several figures dressed up) Aiteenoftbem wereinund 
in anemptyhoiiscinDrury Line; the pupe, tbe pie- 
tcnder, gpd the devil, seated under a slate, wberetf 
the canopy wi^sscarUt stuff trimmed witli de^p silva 
fringe ; lie pope was as fine as a pope need to be, the 
devil as terrible, the preleadcr habited in scarla 
laced with silver, a lull fair long periwig, aod a liat 
and feather. 'I hey had all while gloves, uot except- 
iDg the very devils ; which whether quite so proper, 
J leave to the learned. This machine was desigoed 
to be born upon men's shoulders ; the long traina 
. dependant from the figures w^retoconceal tboseihtt 
carried them. Six devils were to appear as drawm; 
the ehaiiot, to be followed by four cardinjils, in fine 
proper habits } four jesuitsandfourfranciscanfriai^ 
each with a pair of white gloves on, a pair of beads. 
and a flaming, or, if ynu please, a bloody faulchion 
in their hajids. Pray ju;lge, if such a parade should 
at any time appear, without the proper disposition of 
lights. Sec. as was here intended i do you not be- 
lieve it would be n sufficient call to the iimltJtudc; 
aud that tbcy would never forsake it till their curiosity 
had beea satisfied to the full} Any maniDhtssenset 
may find this was a deliberate as well as a great. ex- 
pense. To prepare men's minds for sedition, oce- 
Stough ton's sermon* (which was burnt by tbe com- 
mon hangman in Ireland, by order of tlu; bouse of 
lords) preached at St. Patrick's in Dublin, and print- 
ad there, was tliat very week reprinted here, aul 
handed about with extreme diligence : and, to liU 
the people «iih fake fear and terrour, they had some 
flkiys betbre reported that the queen was dangeraiAly 

• Thii wrmon «» fiilt preiehed at Cdrl'C C-oreh, Dnblin,' 
Jan, ;0, i7oj-(; and wm tmrnt lt]r the ccimman hipgnuji, 
Mov. 9, 1711. "A Ixild Op>^ior^'* iirs Swifton Ihit occitjnn, 
"in Short, e»nr way i^inerii, and veijoeewMry for tboie«h» 
bavane Mber,** N, 
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ill oS the gout in her stomach and bowels. Tbc veiy 
day of the designed procession, it was whispered upon 
the Sxchange, and all over the city, that she was 
dead. A gentlewoman that makes wax-work de- 
clares, "that, sometime before, ccrlaip persons of 
quality, as she judged, who called one another sir 
Hany, sir John, sir James,, &c. came to her 
house, and, bespoke several wax-work figures, one 
for a lady ; they agreed to her price, paid half in 
iiaod, and the rest when they fetched them away." 
These figures are not yet takra. Oue was designed 
to represetit the lord treasiurer, the lady Mrs. 
Maahana, and the rest the other great officers of the 
court with Dr. Sacheverell ; . which the workwoman 
■was ordered to make as like his picture as possibly 
she covld. A certain lady, renawned for beauty *, 
at the princess's palace, desired that she inight have 
the drsising up of the young, handsonie statesman f, 
■whose bright parts are so tarrible to, the enemies of 
his country; in order lo it, she proposed borrowing 
iroffL the. playhouse .^sop's large white horsehair 
periwig. Her lord'} I'uruiihed out tlie rest of the 
materials from the <jueen"s wardrobe- No wonder ho 
should be an enemy to peace, when his father gains 
so mud) by the continuance of the war ; nor that a 
certain youpg duchess was so eager to have him go 
in disguise with the viceroy, when his absence waa 
convenient! 

Farther to convince you that this was a [ffemedi- 

* Lidy Mary Churchill, younien daajhtar of JphnidukeaC 
Marlborough, married to Ji4in, the (eooad duke of Moniagt% 
and marqaii MootharnMr. The dncheiE and her EtUer lad; 
AiMle ««• Bucti admited by the poe» oi Ihat age. N. 

+ Mr. wcr^w; St. John. N. 

% John, tbo tccond ilake dE Mnntague, succeeded hii hther, 
March i, 170^-10, in hlititles and estate, and alia inthsoflias 
efmascer of the gieat wardioba. He wai ttLttwud app(naH4 
masieibf the ordcauee, and died July fif I749> St. 
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tatcd dciign, and carried on in all its forms, pmprt 
persoDS had been buiy befoTchand, to secure a thoD* 
sand mob, to can? hgfats at this goodlj proceswHi. 
One c^ these agents canie to a victualliagbouse in 
Clare market ; he called for drink and the master of 
the house, of whom he inquired, " if he Could pro- 
cure him foi^y stotM fellows to carry fiambeaax on 
Saturday the' 17th instant, to meet tjicre at one 
o'clock? They should Ma»e a crown apiece in 
hand] and whatevcrtbey drank till five, he would 
be there to see discharged." At Euch a proposal, 
mine host pricked up his ears ; and told his honour, 
" His honour need not fear bat that he might have 
as many^^as- las honour pleased, at ■ that price," 
Accordingly he fetched in several fi^m the market, 
butchers, tripemen, poulterers prentices, who joy- 
fully listed themselves against the day, because itwss 
to be a holiday, and they should not stand ia need 
of their masters leave J " for, on queen Bess's day," 
they said, " tliey always went out of course." Tbc 
landlord promised to make up the complement by 
the appointed time, with honest lad«, who would be 
glad to get their bellies fiill of drink, and a crown 
apiece, in an honest way. All was agreed upon ; tlw 
gentleman paid the reckoning, which came to a con- 
siderable sum in beer and brandy for his mob, and 
departed, with assurance of being threat oneo'clock 
to meet his myrmidonsj but, the matter being dis^ 
covered, he has not been lieard of since, to the 
great disappointment of the good man and the pecmle 
he had engaged. The like was done in several other 
^arts of the town. They had secured to the aam^ 
ber, as 1 teld you, of one thousand persons, wbe 
were so hired to cany lights, though they knew sot 
to what end, doubtless for a burial, among whom 
were many of the very foot guards., Drinkitig trorS 
otie to live, it is plain they were to be nsada drunk, 
the better to qualify thc^ for what migcbief was do- 
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Kigned by their proper leaden. The riceToy> with 
some others of as goodand two or three of better rank 

than himself, were resolved to act in disguise; tlie 
viceroj like n seaman, in which be hoped to outdo 
Xt^ssaniello of Naples, whoie fame he ver]r much 
envies for the mighty mischief he occasioned. His 
busy bead was tlie orst iarentor of the design ; and 
be would take it very ill if he were robbed of the 

§lory. He had lately proved the power of an acci- 
entul mob, and therefore hoped much better from a 
premeditated one : be did not doubt inflaming them 
to his wish by the noise of popery and the pretender, 
^y which they would be put into a humour to burn 
even Dr. Sachevercll and the other effigies. At their 
several bonfires, where the parade was to make a 
stand, the preliminary articles were to be thrown in^ 
with a cry of " No peacej" and proper messengers 
were to come galloping, as if like to break their 
iiecks, their horses ^1 in a foam, who should cry 
out, " The queen, the queen, was dead at Hamptoa 
court." At the same time the duke of Marl- 
borotigh was to make his entry through Aldgatc, 
where he was to be met with the ay of " Victory, 
Souchain, the lines, no peace, no peace." If 
matters had once come to this pass, I do not see 
what could have hindered the leaders from doing all 
the miscliief they desired, from exalting and pulling 
down whom they pleased, nor from executing, during 
the rage of the people, prepossessed, as they would 
be, with the news of the queen's death, whatever 
violence, injustice, and cruelty, they shonld think fit. 
They had resolfed before what houses should be 
burnt. TTiey were to begin with one in Essex street, 
where the commissioners of accompts meet, from 
whence a late discovery has been made of vast suras, 
annually received by a great man, for his permissioa 
to nerve the army with bread. They said, " Harley 
ihoald faa?e better luck than they expected, ifh^ - 
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ucapt^d de Witting* ; they would set people t* 
-watch him all that day, that they might know ' 
where to find him when they had occauoa." And 

_ truly who can answer for the consequence of such 
a tumult, the rage, of a mad drunken populace, 
fomented by such incsndiaries (for the whole patty, 
to a man, Wsre engaged to be there) > I do not see 
how the city could have escaped destruction. There 
■were many to kindle fires, none to put them out. 
The Spectator, who ought tp be ■ but a looker on, 
was to have been an assistant, that, ficei[i| tendon in 
K flame, he might have opportunity to pamt aftw the 
life, and remarK the behaviour of the people in the 
ruin of their country, so to have made a diverting 
S|>ecIalor. But I cannot but look up to God Almighty 
with praise for our deliverance, and really think we 
have very much need of a thanksgiving; for, in aU 
probability, the mischief had been universal and 
irremediable. 1 tremble to think what lengths they 
Would have gone ; I dare not so much as imagine it. 
Hiey had taken Massaniello's insurrection for a pre- 
cedent, by which all who were not directly cf their 
own patty had suffered, as may he gathered from 
what We know of theirnature, and by what is already 
discovered, tliough there is doubtless a great deal 
more behind. As soou as the figures were seized, 
ihey dispatched away a messenger express to (he 
place where it was known the duka intended to'land, 
to tell him he might now take his own time ; there 
*as no occasion " for his being on the seventeenth 
ihstant, by seven at rtigbl, at Aldgate;'" and so he 
lay that night five miles siiort of the town f. 

• ThB supcrioiirtalenti ami virtue ofthepeosibnerlJe Witt 
toiiie hifn tha cliicf ,;b]eQ of genvni envf , anJ expoced him ta 
the ULniott rags OF popular pr^jiidiiMs, Mi finati; IStaffiiDHiMI. 
See Hntne'i lihxo-y of Zn^fnit, Vol. VII. S. 

t Tti* •lube Wat woii .iktr tittXTtlj am <4 htotr M com. 
Qn SondxT, Dec. 30, (be nutcn in oannoil ttloagbt ifit U di*- 
■unliiiiirrMiiaUliiicini>lDyinMlt> M. , , . ^_ 



tHE wreuuBb mot, etc. sit 
H«*evw the viceroy may valile himself upon 
tlii» di^sigfl, tic setms bttt to have dopied my lord 
' Shaftesbury in 1679*) an the sadie anntversaty. It 
is *ei1 knoitti, by tAe faviut of the bk*. they hoped 
then V> hflvd made the (hike of MoniMouth f king, . 
-vfrliO'was plfloted at air Thomas Bowis's -st Teraplu 
Bar, io *ah the event] whilst (he rest of the great 
mtn of Ms putty' Were over the way at Henry the 
Etglith'9 ta*«-0. Ririg Chaflts' had been pefshaded 
tOCpMc tosit Ff4tt^Chtl«*'» toiee th«proee«sion[ 
But, tJefoYc it begati, he bad ptivate notice given 
inm'to relSre, fot feaf df whift mischief fhe mob 
rii^gftt be wrought up'to.' He did soi which ruined 
the des^-they had, to Beitwon bis person, and pro- 
ctatM--aib (twke Wi^. TrtiW was the sdieme our 
modern Tjolkiciatis wentufcki, Oae of thefti *a» 
fieata H.O S!^, ""niey_"t^«St ha« ititm dlvdrwons 
thati tme, i. e. burning;, ft* the good p6ople of 
Londdn ; sinfie the mob teVed to creata J, al well 
asdestttey." ■ 

■ By ihis littie, I do ftbt doutt, sii", but ycrti are 
(IhirfoftgHy cotivrtKitS bf the ianocftnca of this in- 
tthded pt-pcession ; . #hich tftey publicWy avow', and 
ftfl 'the rtiiilistry they are welcome to make what 
tief c'anof it, knowiflg themselves safe by having 
only IntMded, not acted'tftfe mischief} if it had once 
idHie to that, thqf would have betn so ftr above the 
feitr of punishment for dreir o'wh crimes, 9s t<i be- 
cottic tttecuHdners «f tKc hiBUcfent. 

* TheeftiEieB otihe pope, the davil, sir Gtorfte Jefferyt 
Mr. [tBirattEt, Ice. were that jear can-ied in procenioo, 2J11I 
hlrtrt rti TemrJe Bar b^ Ihe Whig meh. N, 
' t Jifnai Fmrnr, <liika of HoMnmith ind BicEl«ugh, eaU dC 
Pemtw mi DtUtAb, btron a( Tlmbls, Jeo, in 1 6<j. He 
«vat •^funted by. act of Fai huncot I and b«beai]«d aa Towic 
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Tml;, I thiak, the malice of that p^r^ ii iaunor- 
tjil, EiDce not to be satiated with twcBty-tbree yean 
plunder, the blood of so many wretches, nor the im- 
raenst debt with which they have burdened us. 
Thruugh tbe unexampled gooducts of the queen, aiM^ 
tlie lenity of the other partt of tbe legislature, they 
ar« suficred to Btt down unmc^ted, to bask and 
level in thit wealth they haVe fo unjustly acquired : 
yet they pursue their pnnciples with uDwearicd in- 
dustry, club their wit, nwoey, politicks, toward re- 
GttH-ing tbcir party to that power fipm whence they 
are fallen ; which, since they find so ^i^cult, they 
titke care, by all methods, to, disturb and vilify thotq 
who are in possession of it. Peace is such a bitter 
pill, they know not how to swallow : to p^sod the 

Cplea^nst it, they try every nail, and have at 
hit of one diey think will go, and iha,t they 
drive tq the head. They cry, " No peace,** till the 
trade of our own nation be entiiely given up to our 
neighbours. Thus they would c^^ on tbe publick ' 
goodof Eurqpe, at the expense of'^ our private de- 
struction. They cry, " Our trade will be mined 
if the Spanish West Indies remain tci a son of 
France ;" though the death of his father may 
cause Philip to tbrget his birth and ccxmtry, which 
he left so young. After the decease of tus grand- 
father, he will be only the brother of a haughty 
lottgb nalured king, who in all probabiHty may give 
him muuy occasions to becooie eve^ day more an4 
more a Spaniard. 

They Off not allow the danphin's or the etnpercff's 
death have made an alteiatioa in al^irs, and coofidQ 
all things to the supine temper of the Austrian 
princes ; from wlience they conclude there can be 
Dodangerin trusting half Europe to tkd easy unactiTe 
. hands of such an emperor. But may not another 
Charles the Fifth arise } another Philip the Second? 
who, tboQgh not possessed of the Auattiajf tiinio^ 



THE nfTlHDED S.IOT> ETC. 319 

ri«s, gave more trouble and terrour to'England, tbaa 
evei she felt from France; insomuch as, had not 
the KSt and wiod^ fought our battles, their inrin-* 
eible Annada had certainly brought upon us slaveiy 
and a pogish queen ! Nether is it a acw thing 6^ 
princes to improve, as well as degenerate. Power 
generally brings a change of temper. Philip de . 
Comines tells us, " That the great duke of Bur- 
gundy, in his youth, hated the thoughts of war,, 
atid the fatigue of the field. After he had fought 
and gained oat battle, he loved nothing else ; and 
could never be easy in peace, but led all his life ia 
war, and at length died in it ; fca: want of other 
enemies, fighting against the poor barren Swissers, 
tvbo were posswed of nothing worth contending * 
for." 

But it is not reason, or even facts, that can sub- 
dae this stabborn party. They bear down all by 
noise and misr^esentation. They are, but will not 
' Kcm, convinced; and make it their Inisiness to pre- 
vent othei's from bcitig so. If they can but rail and 
raise a clamoar, they hope to be believed, though 
the miserable effects of their maleadministration are 
ten thousand to one against them : a festering obvi- 
oiu sore, which when it on be healed we know not, 
though the most famous artists apply their constant 
■kill to eudeavoar at a core. Their aversion to any 
government but their own is mialterable ; like soni« 
livers, that are said to paw through without mingling 
with the sea; though, disappearing for a time, the; 
^risc the same, and i^vci change tHm nature 
I am, air, IcQ. 






-TRUfe fcttAtrtW Of 



tile following accoont rf (besubjeet-af it, tmhscHfted 
frrttn a foKo hyf shietpubBshedi* i^ri. 

'" An acfTAint of the rtiotk poectHton <rf bairnlng 
thepopeaft^ rhe chf-Viiliw fle St, Gebrge, fctcnded 
t-i)- W ptrforliHfd un'tbe i-l* InstAnt, teing tlw aO- 
riiversary 6f qucefi SlStabdth of Jrioui »hd glofions 
rfifniory. . ■' ' " „ . _ 

■'Tlie ovntrr* oT/the^pHpe, ttift bheVallier «: St. 
George, f(nirtf*n tfafdlttais, »Ri *s rtwtiy dewls, 
M^iich were tak*ri'o«'of i- hwuae Ifi Drtiry-fcitle, at 
midnight, between the iSth and 17th instant, and 
e-i posed tuVKv/ at tirf Codfepit fef-hWHing (on the 
latlet rtffhow days), ttiiftk €t m ictjB^wt tSeWorfd, 
that tlirir intention in itiaHng th*hi'*as,. *!» tllo« 
ail J other Wrrges (in eS* }irtk goo* ti»S' Dot been 
forclblj: takftn a^ay); t6 have fcxraei the filrflovring 
rifoces^ton. r" ' ■" , . . „ . - 

"tftenty watcHffieii, to cleai- the way, with link- 
fcy'^ lighting tiipm ■611 each *Fd*, 

TVeniy-lour'baspipts matching fbttt- and foar, 
it'ii pW'ns tile merti(tr.tblc tune bt tilKbiifltm. 
■■ Ten watcirflitil- mircbit^ tvtoin&'H-o, W pftvent 
^stirdef. ; ' ■ ,■ '. 

t'm.ir dnjms Irt rtwttrMAg, VJfli ftc ptipe'a arnw. 

A ^firfure 't^re*cl«Wftg rtnffha! ';GTfflfti*i, _ lately 
made by the pretender protectdr of" tfitl Ehglish na- 
tion, looking down on the ground in a sorrowful 
posture i his train supported bj^ two missionaries 
from Rome, 'iupiMMed to be now in England. 

Two pages, tlirowiag beads, bulls, pardons, and 
indulgences. 

Two jack pudding? sprinkling hply water. 
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Twelve hautbdjs playing tbe tuae of the Green- 
Wood Tree. 
. Two lackeys on each side of them, bearing 
streamers, wiih these words, Nolnmus Leges Anglico 
Tnutare, being the device on the colours of the right 
reverend the bishop of Lbndon's IToopS vkta h« 
AMrclied into Oxford m the year 1688. 

Six beadles with proteflant flails in tjieir faandi. 
' These followed by four persons bearing streamc,rs, 
each with tlie pictures of thft seven bishops who were 
dent to the Tower. ' 

TWelve monks, representing the fellows who were 
put into Magdalen college iii Oiford, ofi tbeespol- 
akm ai the protestants'. 

Twelve streamerbearcrs, with different device3> 
rcpresenling sandals, rbpes, beads, bald pattsj and 
tigbellied nuns. 

. A lawyer, representing the clerk of the high 
commission courts 

Twelve heralds marching one after another, at a 
distance, with pamphlets, setting forth king 
fames II's i>ower of dispensing- with the tist and 
penal laws. 

On each side of the heralds^ fifty links. 
■ After these, four fat friars in their habits, stream- 
ers carried over ihdr heads, with these words, "Eat 
and pray." 

Four Jesuits in English habit, with fiower-de- 
luccs on their shoulders, inscribed, "Indefeasible;'* 
and masks on their faces, on which is writ, " The 
house of Hanover. " 

Pour Jesuits in their proper habits. 

Four cardinals of Borne in their red hats curiously 
wrought. 

_ The pope under a magnificent canopy, with ft 
right silver fringe, accompanied by the chevalier 
St. George on the left, and his counsellor the devil 
on bii right. 



Jan; 
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The whale procession ckwcdbjr twenty atlpaimn, 
on each af which was wrought tlwse words, 

• God blew queen Annc the nation's great defender » 

• Ji.cep out the French, the pope, an4 the pretender,' 
, In this order it va» inttnded, wjth proper relief 

of lighu at sereial itationiia (be march, to go 
Ifaorough Drory lane. Long acre! Gerrard street, 
Piccadilly, Germain Hrert, St. James's square, Pell- 
BicU, Strand, Catlierine itrcet, Russel street, Drary 
lane. Great Queen street, Litllc Queen street, H61- 
baum, Newgate street, Cornhill, Biahopsgate street, 
where they were to whe^J about, and return thorough 
St. Paul's churchyard to Fleet slreet. And at tlic 
Tetuple. before the statue of that illustrious lady 
wbosp aunivcrt^ry wai then celebrated, that queen 
wearing a veil, on which are drawn the picture of 
her present nMJesty, and under it the battles of 
Blenheim, RamUlietOudenardc, and the passage of 
the lines in this present year. 1711, after proper 
kitties were sung, the pretender was to have bcea 
coramittad to the flamf.s, being first absolved by 
tlie cardinal Gualtcri. After that, the said cardinal 
-was to be absolved by the po^, and burnt. And 
then the devil was to jump into the flames with 
\i\i holiness in his arms. 
And let all the people say — Amen." 
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J>LACES AT COURT. 

in 

A LETTER FROM A SMALL COURTIEtt 

TO A GREAt SlOCfeJOBBEU; 

" '■■■ Omnia tiMtS 

Cumpreiio ." ivttlrkL, iU; 183. 



tikfT t%mM* tit tftii 



,C.o<,slc 



" Tm I tall fSQ ofa icoondrd about the Man, thit uOt 
femplormeiils to ignonnt peofde, and ctiaati [Iwni of flwir 
nonsT f IJe Ii[«ly madea bmgaiit for ihs viccchambcihia^ 
place, for Mveo ihoasind poandi, and tiad received some goi- 
neat eamoti biHthe wbnl«iliiag i*)idiu«*«riil Ibe aberitf, 
and CKaminaliun'talctn oHt bf lordDartmnulti, and I Hops-he 
will be Ewin(eL<. Tlie vi»chainberlain told me teveral pir- 
ticulM* of h la« ui|lH a' larJ M Mlilm'i." 

J'Uiiulto Stella, Mvcbi^, 1711-u. 
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SELLING PLACES AT COURT, 



In tbat friendly dispute wlikh happened between 
us boiiie time ago, wherein you endeavoured to 
jirovc, tliat tlie ciiy politicks outdid those of the 
c-ourt i I remember, there was nothing upon whicii 
you seemed to priile yourself more, tiian that rfiys- 
tcry of your brctheu Jn Exchange alley, which is 
usually called " selling the bear's skinj" whereby a . 
very beneficial trade was daily driven with imaginary- 
stocks, and many thousands bought and sold, to 
great advantage, by those who were not worth a 
groat. This you challenged me to match, with all 
my knowledge in tlie lower arts of the court, I 
confess, you had then the better of the argument ; 
nnd I was forced to yield, which I would hardly dtj 
at present, if the controversy were tobe resumed; 1. 
could now malic you acknowledge, that what you 
in the city call " selling the bcar"a skin" does not 
deserve the name, when compared with the dexterity 
of one of our artists. I shall leave the decision of 
Ibis matter to yourself, atter you have received th« 
following story, which I shall most faithfully relatr 
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There i» a certain petty retainer to the coort*, 
who has no eropbymcDt at all himself, but is- a 
partner fot life to one that has. Thia geodeman re- 
sides constantly with his family among us j where, 
being wholly at leisure, he la consequently very spe- 
culative, perpetually turning his thoughts to improve 
those happy talents that nature has given him. He 
h»B maturely considered with himself the strange 
opinions that people at distance have of courts. 
Strangers are apt to think, that whoever has an 
apartment in the royal palace, can go through Ihe 
lodgings as if he were at home, and talk familiarly 
with every one he meets, most needs Lave at any 
time i dozen or two of employments in bis power; 
the least word from bim to a great man, or upon ex- 
traordinary occasions, to the queen herself, would 
certainly do the business 1 ■ lliis ignorance has of- 
ten .been made very good use of by dexterous men 
amongus. Oldcourtierswilltellyou twenty stories of 
Harry Killigrewf , Fleetwood Sheppard J, and others, 

* The intention of oar author is ■□ pen measare friECnMl 
tty the obscuriif of ilie penor, who it bera held up to censare. 
lliiiij not ttisua1)r proof of ths necmitji there ii uf beini raon 
explicit in luch particuliri of a relition, ai, thonsh noironaUy 
knowa al the time, are very uon eatirel]P forgotten. N. 

t Three brothen of thii ficnilr,' Williiin, Thoinai, and 
Henrj, were cmployBi] in the couit of king Charles I. Thcr 
were allzealoin Cavaliers; anil were rew^rited by Cliarlei II, . 
at the R OS torati on.— William wu made geiUleman lubcr of Uie 
privy chamher, and vicechamberlain. — Thomas vai a gentle* 
nan of tliebedehiniber,andiiEe<l fiequCDtly to divert hiimsiry 
tDasKr, who on ihit keouhC wai fonder uf him tliaa of hii koM 
minittw^ and would give bim wxeu to hii pretence when be 
denied it to them. He was appointed in 1651 i^ident at 1 
Venice.— Henry- was created D.D.i made rimoner to the dolrf I 
ofYvrk, rector of Whetliamcted, and masiBr vl tbs Sanj. 
All Ihe brotlnrt were dramiticle writers. N. 

t Son of William Sheppard, of Great Rawlright, is tfaa 
iount)r of Oxford, ciq. He studied sometime at Oxfordi am! 
1US afLcrwaj-dt tbe conglaot canipanioa of SackvUle, eutof | 
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■who would often sell places that were never in being, 
and dispose <if others a good penuyworih before they 

irliers o( tlie reign o! kiof 
be on very fimiliar teriini 
wiTh ihil gay and easy monaich. To king WiJliain III. ha 
«vas Ecntlanian uslicr anil tlaily 'waiter i and, on Ilie ilealh of 
sir Tttomas Dupplr, wil appoinwd geiuleman usher of Ih« 
black rod, ■ihj kniBhted April 15, 1694. H« posseited a p«< 
Culiar vain nf wit, occasian ally c::ieinpnte( had a pleasing 
manner of writing, carelesSi jet oiiginal i and wm aothor of 

Cany poem >, dispersed in Hveral b'ioki } but is at pieteiU bttter 
nown ai iha frienJ and palron of Mr. Pciur, wh<i has atl- 
drCMcd Lwo e|>iKiIes to him, itian by any wriiiogs of hit own. 
His principal pertormance was, ■• The Cuunteu of Darnel's pe- 
tition ta the lale Q^n Mary for (^hocolaie," a preiiy, uul- 
oF-thO'»aj plefc. Re died of an apoplexy, at his seataiRowl- 
right, Sept. 6, 16931 and was buried in the church cliera, 
^vithout any monument. Two tpaUplii, however, wers pre< 
pared ) the noe written by himielf in )ird Dorset'i Comltaoa 
frajrcr-buok, at Copt>liill j tbe oUier by a Friend. 1 



Xtiamnmn viventis et nkicnnque est peecancis, 

Qiii fide exignS et tamen spe impudenCissini4 

'Opiat et expectil, quam non meiait, 

Anno Rehginnia et libertatis reslitulx tertin, 

FoitiMnto Willielmo et fbrmocissiraa Maria. 

Ejl aialtr Ha*d, 
Sia, Viator: 



JtemiDiscerc defuncti in Venere et Bacdx) fratri* 

Qiii yiliis et (quod in ipso vliit^^imaii eral) 

Apoll'nejam nullo, Vene^ nulla,' 
El (quod magis dolendum) Baccho ni^le. . 
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were vacant; hhw (he Privy Garden at Whiteball 
was actually sold, and an artist sent to measure it ; 
how one man was made cartain lifier to tbe kiug, 
and another his majesly's goldfinder : so that our 
predecessors must be allowed their due hoooui. 
Neither do I at all pretend, that the hero I am now 
rclebralingwas the first inventor of that art; wherdii 
it must however be granted, that he hatli made nu»t 
wonderful improvements. 

This gentleman, whom I take leave to cail by tbc 
name of Guzmani in imitation of a famous Spaniijh 
(ieceiier of that name, having been formerly turned 
outof one or two employments tor no other crime 
than that of endeavouring to raise their value, has 
ever since employed his credit and power for the 
service of others; and, where he could not secure 
them in reaUty, has been content tu feed their ima- 
ginatioDS, which to a great part of mankind is full as 

Cui nihil non in vullu erubctcit practer fronUTD, 

Vet dUa Ricteiiix ditpli«uit piiEiar Babflonicani, 

FofiiiuJihe *i ntbrictsie pari ; 

Qnippe qui nuili ho'ti hcltum unqiuni iodiicrit, 



EicuhiciiliiioretiiiiFanclioiibniliibliis 

Hiliil niiquam hceii dixit qund salvo puitorCj 

I^cc libvi quiH] uilv] igligione 

Promi'inriim usqiiE Gl osqns profiuut, 

At Dhi lonx dJei hoRlinem iiwrabii 

Fovum I aed rala ilia vice venim induic 

Anno paiipei talis publics 

El (si piuiiertaii pr esit temper aclhxrtsi) 

. Annnp-iblicxPaescwrcEtiiira'KCi-nio, 

Cum da bicipile nosuo Parnavo iciuireul 

Hinc hifrmit Dryilenns, 

Inde bicornis Shadwellia, 

QnoniRi ■'ic da facto, ille de jarS) 

ArcUjXMU cluiU" H. 
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well. It is true, he hath done all thia with a prudent 
regard to his own interest ; yet whijcvcr has traf- 
ficked with him cannot but own, tiiat he sells at rea- 
sonable rates ; and is so modest withal, that he is 
content the creditof taking your money should rcet 
on the greatest men in England, rather than himself. 
He begged a small employment for one of his cus* 
tomers, from a lord of the admiralty, then told hii 
client, " that the great man must have a hundred 
guineas presented him in a handsome manner.'*" 
Our placejobber brought an old lame horse of his 
own, and said " the admiral asked a hundi'ed gui- 
neas for it :" the other bought the horse, without 
offering to cheapen him, or look in his mouth. 

Two or three such achievements as these gave our 
adventtiier the courage for some time past to deal by 
the great, and to take all employments at court into 
his own hands. And though he and his family are 
firm adherents to the honest party, and furious 
against the present ministry (as I speak it to our 
lioaour, no small number of us are) : yet in the 
disposal of places he was very impartial, and gave 
every one their choice. He had a standing agent, 
to whom all people applied themselves that wanted 
any employment, whg had them ready of all sizes, 
to fit whatever customer came, frota twenty to « 
thousand pounds a year. 

If the question be asked, why he takes no em- 
ployment himself? He readily answers. That he 
might, whenever he pleased, be in the commission 
of the customs, the excise, or of trade; but does not 
think it worth his while; because, without stirring 
from court, or giving himself any trouble, he can, 
by his credit, oblige nonest gentlemen with employ- 
ments, and at the same time make better advantage 
to himself. He hath several ways to establish a re- 

Eatation of his interest at court. Sometimes, as I 
ave already observed^ he hath actually begged small 
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offices, and dlapo^^J of them to bia clients. Be- 
sides, by living in her majesty's palace, and being 
indiBtrioiw at picV.in:; ut^t secrets, he often fiads 
where preferment i, likciytogo even before those 
who are to Iip iirri>rred cno have any notice of it 
themselves; ih.rr) hf immediately searches out for 
them, tells tln'm of their merits, asks idem how 
they would liVc of such an employment; and pro- 
mises, by hi-i ppwfr at court, to get it for them; 
but withni give? tlii-in a hint, that great men will 
take minicy : tboii;.;ii they will not be known to do 
it ; that it thcicfijrt must be done by a second hand, 
for which he proffers his'setTice, tells them what 
mm will be convenient, and then sitiks it in his 
own pocket; beside what is given to him in grati- 
iude for his solicitations and good will : this g^vei 
bim credit to pursue his trade of placejobbing. 
Whoever hath, a mind for an employment at court, 
or any where else, goes to Guzman's agent ; and be 
reads aver to the candidate a list of places, wiib 
their profit and salaries. When one is fixed upon, 
the agent names the known don Guzman, as a per-- 
son to be depended upon ; tells the client, he must 
send his honour a hamper of wine ; if the place 
they are in treaty for be considerable, a bogsbead. 
' At next meeting, the price is agreed on; bat un- 
fortunately this employment is half promised to 
another ; however, be believes that that difficulty 
may be removed for twenty or thirty guineas; which. 
being but a trifle, is immediately given. Aficrtwo 
or three meetings more, perhaps, the bubble hatb 
access to the d«n himself; who assumes great airs, 
■ays the thing shall be done, he has already spoken 
to the queen or lord treasurer. At parting, the agent 
tells the officer elect, there is immediate occasion for 
forty or fifty guineas, to he given among clerks, tn 
■erva;its, or some great minister. Thus tbe poor place 
hunter ia drilled onj irom one moatli ta aaothcr. 
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perpetnallv sljoeezed of ready money, and nothing 
done. Tnia trade don Guzman has carried on for 
many years, and frequently with five or six dupes 
in hand at a time, anS perhaps all of them for one 
place. I know it will be the wonder of many people, ■ 
as it has been mine, how such impostures as these 
could be so freqUiently repeated, and how so many 
disappointed people could be kept from making a 
noise and clamour that may ruin the trade and credit 
uf this bold projector ; but it .is with him as with 
almanack makers, who gain more reputation by ono 
right jfuess, than they lose by a thousand wrong 
ones. Besides I have already observed, that, once 
or twice in his life, he did actually provide for 
oncortwo persons; farther, itwas his constant rule, 
wliatever employment was given away, to assure his 
clients that he had the chief hand in disposing of it. 
When a man had no more to give, or was weary of 
attending, the excuse was, either that he had some 
private enemies, or the queen was engaged for that 
turn, or that he must ihink of something else : and 
then it was a new business, required new fees, and 
new hampers of wine; or, lastly, don Guzman was 
not to be seen, or talked eold and dry, or in very 
great haste, and bo the malter dwindled to nothing : 
the poor pretender to an employment discovered the 
cheat too late, was often ashamed to complain, and 
was only laughed at when he did. 

Having thus described some few of the qualifica- 
tions which have so much distinguished this worthy 
manager ; I shall crown all with informing you of 
the particulars of a late achievement, that will give 
him an everlasting renown. About two months ago, 
a gentleman of a good fortune had a mind to buy 
some considerable employment in the court, and 
. sent a solicitor to negotiate this afl^ir with don &iz- 
man's agent, who, after one or two meetings, told 
hiai the vicechambeilaius empioytnent was to be 
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disposed of, the pereoo wbo now enjoyed it being 
wholly out of favour with die queen*; that the 
choice of his socce'sor was in don Guzman's power ; 
that seven thousand pounds \vas the price, whereof 
four thousand v/na to be given to a Jady who was 
fostersister to the queen; two thousand to the pre- 
sent vicechanibcrlain, in consideration of his beio$; 
turned out ; and the remaining tfaonsand to be di- 
vided between the great don and the two small 
agents : this was the result, after several meetings, 
ai'cer two or three hampers of wine had been sent lo 
Saint Jame^'B, and some guineas givea to facilitate 
the putting olf a bargain, which, as pretended, was 
begun for the employment, to another person. This 
matter went so far, that notes were interchangeably 
given between the two agents and thdr priocipaf, 
as well relating to the thousand pounds which was 
to be divided among them, as to the main suni. 
Our projector was likewise very curious to know, 
whether the new vicechamberlain could speak French, 
which, he said, was absolutely necessary to his 
office i whether he was well fashioned, had a gen- 
teel manner, and polite conversation j and directed, 
that the person himself should, upon an appointed 
day, be - seen walking in ilie garden before St 
James's house, that tne lady, the queen's foster- 
sister, might judge of his mien, whether he were a 
sightly man, and, by his appearance, qualified for 
BO great an employment. To carry the imposture 
fiirUier, one Sunday, when, in the lord chamberlain'sf 
absence, Mr. vicechamberlain led her majesty to 
chapel, don Guzman, being there with his solicitor, 
said to him, with an expressive sneer, and a sort of 
rapture, " Ah, sir, what happiness ! I am ravished 
to think of it. I wish your friend Was here now, 
U> see the vicechamberlain handing the queen : I 

* Thomxi Coke, esq.j was attbit time vicechitnbciUin. K> 

+ CbwtoiTilbw, dulu of Sbiew&buiy, M. 
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would make him give the other thousand poands for 
his employment." 

These are the circumstances of this story, as near 
aa I can remember. How the ingenious don could 
have got off clean from this business, I cannot pos- 
sibly imagine : but it nnfortunately happened, that 
he was not put to the trial.of showing his deslerity t 
for the vicechamberlain, by what means I could 
never yet learn, got a little light into the matter. 
He was told that somebody had been treating for his 
place, and had information given him wbere to find 
the solicitor of the person who was to succeed him. 
He immediately sent for the man : who (not con- 
ceiving himself to be engaged in a dishonest action, 
and therefore conscious of no guilt) very freely told 
him all that he knew ; and, as he had good reason, 
was 3s angry at the cheat put upon him and his 
friend, as the vicechamberlain himself; whereupon 
poor don Guzman and his two agents were, at Mr. 
vicechamberlain's request, examined before a prin- 
cipal secretaiy of state, and their esaminations taken 
in writing. But here I must with shame confess, 
that our hero's behaviour was much below his cha- 
racter J he shuffled and dodged, denied and affirmed, 
contradicted himself every moment, owned the fact, 
yet insisted on his honour and innocency. In short, 
fais whole demeanour was such, that the rawest stock- 
jobber in Exchange alley woidd blush to sec it. It 
is true, he hath since in some manner recovered his 
reputation j he talks boldly wherever he comes, as 
if he were the party injured, and as if he expected 
satisfaction ; and, what is still more heroical, goc< 
on in his old trade of disposing places, (hough not 
of such great consideration. 

How the aifeir will end, I cannot tell; the vice- 
chamberlain, between generosity and contempt, not 
being hitherto very forward in carrying it to a formal 
prosecution ; and the rest of the court contenting 
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tbemsdres, some with laugluig, and some in lifting 
up their ejes with admiration. 

Hdwcver, I think the matter well deservVs ttf be 
recorded, both liir the honnur of the manager, and 
to let you and the world know that great abUitics 
and dexteri^ are oot confiued to Exchange alley. 

I am, sir. 
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